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Author 8 Preface. 
O u a abr Judt ment of Di- # 
| ſeafes, is a very difficult Matter. 


The Science which teaches us to 
ſurmount that Difficulty, is the 


Subject of this Performance: And indeed 


if we conſider, that nothing is ſo condu - 
cive to the Perfection of this Science, as 
Experience, we cant think it ſtrange, this | 


the neglecting or miſapplying of Experi- 


ence, has ſo far multiplied the Number of 


Errors that over-run Phyſick in the Age 


we live in. Having lately finiſh'd the courſe 
of my Studies at Naples, and travel'd all a- 


long the Sea - coaſt of Dalmatia, I was fond 
of nothing ſo much as viſiting the Schools 


of Irah, and trying what paſs they had 


brought the Practice of Phy ſick to, after ſo 
great a Noiſe of New Diſcoveries. But 
upon a diligent Surve of em all, I found 


Phyſick unſpeakably born down and ruind 
with the Licentiouſneſs of Opinion, and my 


_ Countrymen ſtrangely degenerato* from 


their primitive Wiſdom. 
For i in ſome * 1 found they 


The Author's Preface. 
had ſuch an invincible Averſion to the Opi- 
nions of the Ancients, that they thought it 
a piece of Meanneſs and Diſparagement, to 
ſpend either Time or Pains in peruſing the 
Writings of the Galeniſts. Upon this, Ap- 
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prehenſion, they tortur d and rack their 
Wits, to invent ſome new and unheard of 
thing; and if they did but light on any 
ſuch Buſineſs, they glory d in the Inventi- 
en, and placd a Pride in thus ſerv ing the 
BRoepublick of Phyſick. In other Univerſi- 
EK ties I found em ſo Religiouſly devoted to 
3 the Theorems of the Ancients, that they 
"RD  inceſlangly attack'd even the excellent and 
aſeful Diſcoveries of Modern Authors; and 
throwing all Diſeaſes into one Mould, ad- 
mitted of no other means of Cure, but 
Bleeding, Purging and Bliſtering. Nay; 
in all of em, there was nothing to be ſeen, 
but eternal Wrangliag among the Profeſ- | 
ſors of Phyſick.; and either an indiſcreet 
. the minting of Novelties, or 
a ſtuhborn Bigotry in adhering to falſe O— 
pinions that maintain d their Ground by 
Anticipation: And, which is worſt of all, 
thefe Profeſſors aſpers d and exposd their 
Mother Science and the Miſtreſs of their 
Studies, as being an uncertain Juggle ; and; 
that not only in their private Interviews, but 
openly and in Books expos d to publick view., 


n 
* 
8 


B os great is the conſequence of this their In- 


\ . 
E W 8 
0 x 3. 4 — $3 $4 - . 
Feat. 


| difretion, and fo heavy is the Detriment 


that accrues from thence, both to Phyſick 
it ſelf and the Profeſſors of it, chat this 
Prince of Sciences, which was always e- 


ſteemd by Perſons of the higheſt Dignity, 


* 


ö 6 r 


: Jr 


.v 


8 
on. 


and Rul d even Kings themſelves with a So- 
veraign Sway, is now deſpisd in many 
Places, and forced to yield a precedency to 
the meaneſt and even the moſt pernicious 
Being thus ſurrounded with an infinite 
Variety of Opinions, I was at a loſs to make 
a juſt choice; but at laſt I came to a firm 
Reſolution of ſiding with none, and of pur» 
ſuing the Truth with Vigourand Diligence, 
without any other Guide but Reaſon and 
Experience. In purſuance of this Reſolve, 
T ſpent no ſmall time in taking exact and mi- 
nute Obſervations of Diſeaſes; and was 
quickly ſenſible that by this means I made 
a greater Progreſs in Phyſick in a few 
Months, than I had done before in fo many 
Yeats ; and that nothing is truer than that 
old Saying of Manilius; Artem Experientia 


| Fecit, 85 Exemplo monſi rante viam. Theſe Re- 


matks of mine were firſt careleſly com- 
mitted to Writing, only for the ſake of my 


_ own Memory; afterwards I drew em 


out into Claſſes and Heads, and in that con- 
dition they came into the Hands of my 
Friends, who thereupon preſsd me very 


Te Author's Preface. 

earneſtly to publiſh em. For my own p 

I was 4 ba Te of my own Inf! 8 
and ſo ſenſible, that a Phyſician unguarded 
with the Authority oſ Grey Hairs and ad- 
vyanced Years, is commonly deſpis d; theſe 
Conſiderations, I ſay, had ſo much influ- 
ence upon me, that I had fully reſolved to 
deny their Requeſt, and ſtand the ſhocks 
of even Violence it ſelf: But at laſt my Re- 
luctancy was overcome by the Authority 


and Weight of many of the greateſt Men, 


Whoſe Names J here forbear to mention, for 
fear of undergoing the Cenſure of Oſtenta. 
tion and Vain Glory. "Twill be ſufficient, 
ſure, to mention only four of em, who are 
Men beyond the reach of Exception, and 
in whoſe Teſtimony rhe World will readi- 
ly confide: I mean, the Learned and Re. 
verend Prelate Ferdinandus Nuzzins, a Man 
of unparallel'd Merit, and born for greater 
things: Lake Tozzius preſent Phyſician to 
His Holineſs, and a Perſon of noted Excel- 
lency ; The Reverend Father Falls, Apo- 
ſtolical Preacher of the Jeſuits, who goes as 
far beyond Laurentius, as a Conſummate 
Knowledge of Divine and Humane Things 
is above Grammar: And Paul Stufa, the 
Abbot, diſtinguiſh'd not only by his Noble 


Birth, but by a familiar acquaintedneſs with - 


Greet and Latine Letters, and a rhoroughe 
pacd Knowledge of the Law. . 


f j 


The Author's Preface. 


© . Before I take leave, 1 have one Requeſt 


to make to the Reader, That he'd vouchſafe 


to pardon my troubleſome and almoſt im- 
pertinent Zeal, in recommending and in- 


orcing the neceſſity of imitating Nature 


and Experience, and in expoſing the Vanity 

of Hypotheſiss and Syſtems. For in be- 
wailing the deplorable Calamity of the Pro- 
feſſion, I thought it neceſſary, ſince I could 
not argue nimbly, at leaft to inculate with 


a pathetick and repeated Regret the only 
Remedy that's left. For ſince the whol 


Plot of Phyſick lies in collating Diſeaſe with 


Diſeaſe, Time with Time, and Man with 


Manz ſince it lies in diftinguiſhing the im- 
minent and growing Symptoms with pecu- 
liar Signs and Names, and allotting em 
Poem and ſcaſonable Remedies : Queſtion- 
eſs we can't do better Service, both for the 


| Imbelliſhment of our Profeſſion, and the 


Health of Mankind, than to influence the 


Students of our moſt Noble Science, to have 
an attentive regard to the Obſervations 
made by our Anceſtors in the earlier Days 


of Antiquity, and be careful in formir 


new ones of their own. Had this courſe | : 
been conſtantly purſued from the Age of 
Hippocrates, down to the Age we live in, the 


Progreſs and Improvement of Phyſick had 
been unſpeakable by this time. How thar 


_ neceſſary and handſome Method, ſo happi- 
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ee y our Anceſtors; has been ſince 
ontinued, and einge d = 8 — 


iüllle Logomiachics; I can aſſign no other 
_ reaſon. but the juſt judgment of God, 

Wb can think otherwiſe 

___ caſt his Eyes on the State of T hings in theſe 
dur Days? Days, in which abe other Scien- 

6 3 Arts not eniy ſbine in their primi- 

dive Splendoi 

Delliſfunents every t while the Pra- 


that does bur 


ur, but receive additional Im- 


Bticoof Fhyſick alone, by I know not what 
fatal Miſchance, lies of it in the Duſt; 
and; which is yet more grating, grows eve- 


ty Day meaner and more deſpicable in the 


Eyes of the unlearned Vulgar. This grow- 
ws Conteinpt; I tale it, is chiefly owing to 
che Phykcians, their deſpiſing the Obſer va · 
tions upon which the Noble Science is 
rear d, and addict ing themſelves intirely to 
Syſtems and Hypotheſiss; their being fo 


ſollicitous, not ſo much to diſcern and cure 


Diſeaſes, as to aſſign em hand ſome and ſpe- 
cious Reaſons; by which means it comes to 
paſs;thatto- the infinite diſgrace of Phyſick, 


Indies irrepairable detriment of Mankind, 


they take their Meaſures not from the ſafe 


Aand certain Rules of the Art, but from the 
8 Whlims of their oun Brain. i 

Inte mean time; would not Gs any 

one imap 
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The duly Inducement I had to under 
ahkochy Province, was the love of Truth, 


And a deſire of promoting the Publick Good. 
"Ef leave it. to the Judgment of the Wie an 


the Good, to determine What Service 1 
have here done. For my own part; tis 


ſufficient that What L am able to performz.is | 
conſecrated to the Publick Good; and in a 


particular manner to the Beneft — 
of the Citizens of Rome. | "BR N 
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Phyſician is the Miniſter- an „ 
preter of Nature: let him contrive. 
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or do what he will, unleſs he obeys 
Nature, he cannot. govern her: For 
the Springs and Cauſes of Diſeaſes 
lye far beyond the reach of humane Reaſon ; 
and oftentimes Nature commences a new Work, 
when our Efforts are at an eil. 
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A judicious Soul, inſtructed by Obſervations. 
of long ſtanding, compaſſes the moſt Soveraign 


Maſculine Phyſick of the Grecians, and the Spe- 
unleſs they give leſs Credit to imaginary Opi- 


way of Curing Men; eſpecially if to theſe Qua- 
lifications it adds the Reading of Books. 
But unles it be very cautious in the peruſal of 

Books, tis to be fear'd that what is propos d 


for the improvement of Knowledge and Learn- 


 - Hippocrates, the Prince of Phyſicians, ſpeaks 


in the Words of Nature, rather than thoſe of 
Man. His perfection in the way of Phyſick was 
ſuch, that the Ages of Antiquity have not pro- 


duc d his equal, and in ſucceeding Ages he will 


not be paralleFd ; unleſs Phyſicians return to 


_ their Underſtanding, and being rousd as it 
were, from a deep Sleep, perceive what a vaſt 


difference there is between the Hiſtorical and 
culative ſorry Advances of later Upſtarts; 


nions, and conclude, that Medicive ought not 
to be confin'd to the narrow Limits of our Rea- 
fon, but on the contrary, ought to be recall'd 

from theſe ſtreights, to the open field of Nature. 


ever it is that diſtinguiſhes the Modern 


Theory from the ancient Ignorance, 'tis all ow- 
ing to the Experimental Philoſophy * In 
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Capital thing of the whole Art. By this 
we ſhall not only lay aſide the Opinions an 


from a ſtate of Infancy and Ignorance to an 
adult and wiſe Conſtitu ti. 


Courſe he ſhould take in the Cure of Diſea» 
ſes: Nay, - oftentimes he falls foul upon ſome 


J. Age. But in order to enlarge the publick LO 
| Good, by vertue of the Labours of private 


Men; the Men of this Age ought to ule their 


utmoſt Efforts in the ſame way to arrive at a 


perfect Knowledge of Practice, which is the 


Prejudices that have been long ſettled in our 
Minds, but likewiſe carry the Art of Medicines 
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| The Moderns, ſtould not be opposd to the 


Ancients; but united with them, by à perpe⸗ 


tual League, as much as may be: For what can 


be more indiſcreet, than to make em diſagree 
in Words, when they agree upon the Mat- 


ter? *'Tis ſtrange, how much this Lechery of 
Coining new Words, retards a young Stu- 


dent in the midſt of a. ſucceſsful Progreſs, 


and clouds his Notions. The Difference ariſing 
from a proſpe& of Equivocal Words, makes 
him oftentimes doubt where he is, or which 


Miſtake, and either Deceives or is Deceiv'd un- 


der the appearance of Truth or Probability. 
As for the ſick Patients, they are not concern d, 


whether you call the Effects of Diſeaſes and the 


Principles of an animate Body, by the ſimple 


and unpolite Names of the Ancients, provided 
you are perfectly well vers d in the true Me- 
thods ot Cure, and can make your Words paſs 
into Deeds, and the event anſwerable to 777 . 


Promiſes. | | B 3 
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There's nothing that takes the Mind more off 
from the Knowledge of Diſeaſes, than the 
boundleſs purſuit of Speculation and Diſputes, 
that the Arabian Phyſicians, and the Galeniſfts 
that came after em, have ſo licentiouſly En- 
courag'd even in the Practice it ſelf. They 
over - look d the Fertile and far extended Fields 
of Nature, where ſich eminent Geniuss might 
have had a freer range, and choſe rather to 
throw themſelves among the Thorns and Trif- 
fles of the Dialecticks; in which, being long 
entangled, they never rais'd their Mind to the 
hopes of new Inventions. 5 5 


VII. 


.* Phyſick, is not the effect of human Invention, 
but the product of Time: For what the An- 
cients once believ d of Divination, may juſtlyx 
be ſaid of it, vi. that it ſprung from ſuch things 
às long uſe had approv'd. It may be defin d 
thus: A Faculty apprehending and perceiving 
the ſeveral Kinds of Diſeaſes, and explaining 
them by ſuch things as it has obſerv'd and ta- 
ken notice of for a long trea& of Time, as be- 
ing ſigns of the Event; and exhibiting Reme- 
dies againſt em, not in perſuance of any pro- 
bable Hypotheſis, but according to the pre- 
ſeriptions of the Divine Art, warranted by fre- 
quent uſe. If this way of Curing be compar'd 
with the Splendour, Height and Magnificence 
of the Hyperbetick Way, it will perhaps appear 
mean and even contemptible. Bu after all, 
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the other has nothing that's er phe Vital 
but only a wonderful Luxuriancy o 

and Trees, which indeed are lovely to the Sight, 

but preſently fade, as ſoon as the luſter of No- 


Things; it does not propoſe to it ſelf Oſten- 
Health of Men; tis not Calculated for mak- 
ing a ſnew of its Flowers, but for bringing 


| ACquIres ne W Vigour In IXS progreſs, a ; 4: * 7 7 


Has no trut pro 
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ſiſt in the keenneſs of. human Reaſon; but ought 


velty has forſaken em. But this we now ſpeak 
of, does not conſiſt of Fictitious and Fabulous 


tation or vain Glory, but purſues only theitrue 
ſolid Glory, that lies in -recovreing the 


forth great plenty of the moſt pleaſant Fruits 3 
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Tbeſe Men ſpeak Prudently and Conſiderate- 


1y, who aſlert, that that t of our Science, | 


which lays too great ſtreſs upon Speculations, 


proper Relation to the Art of Phy- 
ſick : For the Art is made up of ſuch things as 


are fully Surveyd, and plainly Underſtood, 


and of ſuch perceptions as are not under the 
controul of Opinion. It gives certain Reaſons . 
which are plac'd in due Order, and chalks out 


certain Paths, to keep its Sons from going a- 
fray . Now what is more uncertain; than the 
Hypotheſes, that at this day we take ſo much de- 
light in? Have they any thing elſe, for the moſt 


part, than meer Conjectures, which by their 
Similitude lead us to various and ſometimes 
contrary Concluſions. The Excellent Art, 


which owes its Birth do a diligent, accurate, and- 1 


judicious Obſervation of Nature, does not con- 
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5 eee the Wiſdom therahespdcpin 
mme various Labours of the Learned of all Ages, 
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werd Yip Ally talen al 3 | 
A to relate the many and great Miſchiefs 
that have accru'd: to Phyſick, from the ardent 
and eager purſuit of new Hypotheſes. 1 ſhall 


only inſtance in two things: In the firſt place, 


the moſt pre nant Genius ; when once taine 
ted with -theſe learned and ingenious - Fa- 
bles, are for the moſt part not only unwilling, 
but aſham'd to condeſcend to the groſler' pieces 


| of Knowledge; I mean to obſerve the Qualities | 
_ of Diſeaſes , and the Vertues of Med cines, 


and to try their Properties. In the next place, 

thoſe: Students who are poſſeſs'd ayith theſe 
Feign't and fabulous Opinions, make them ſo 
familiar by uſe and diligence, that afterwards 


in practiſing Phyſick, they make uſe of em not 


for 5 as they did at 5 e as 
0 „ 


J "agen EW Na Bron "nai | 
ontheIngenious Hypotheſiss of the Phyſicks, and 
sn, Diviſions and Definitions of Logick. 
our Art is illuſtrated by theſe, it does not 
depend upon em. Nature is its own Maſter, and 
lies more extended than to be confin'd within 
certain bounds preſcribd by our ſcanty Reaſon. 


Corporeal — are govern d by an admirable 
| * UFOS ee eee 


W 


really to do Mankind Ang and/ not-to put 

upon em, we muſt of neceſſity have Nature 8 
Laws in our View , meditate and make our 
Obſervations upon em, and _— thent 1 0 
nicety. e * | 1 


Tes not Vanity, or an Itch 958 1 
Fame, that moy'd me to publiſh this little — | 
but a defign of ointitg « out the Road, and in 
fome meaſure ing it, to many of my e- 
quals, that are wandering up and down. I am 
not Ignorant that many ll Cenſure the Per. 
formance, ſuch as tis. Some will Ridicule me 
for being daub'd over with Galenical Filch, 
and cry out that I have return d like à Dog to 
the Vomit, and like a Hog to the Puddle; - Os 
 thers will brand me for an Empirick 5 or at leaſt 

will charge me with Confidence and Precipitans 
cy, in offering to make head againſt the unani- 
mous conſent of all the Moderns. But the love 
of Truth, which from my Infancy has ever ac. 
” company'd me, and the advantage of promoting 
the publick Good, has inſpir'd me with a con- 
tempt of theſe and fuch l. ; ObjeQions: ) For 
I ſhould have been aſham'd, if that Ancient 
Maxim, Utilitate hominum nil debet eſe bomini - 
Antiquizs, ſhould have more influence up 

the Heathen Sages > Than "ow 2 Criſt 
: N Rd xn, 


becher Empires or — Net 
ſeem to me to be all Mad: S we 


make Reaſon to act all the parts 


B 4 


be Pads of "Yr * 


chat, as all wiſe Men ought to acknowledge, 
3s acquir d by Tryal and Uſe continud thro' a 
long progreſs of Time ? And on the other hand, 
why ſhould Experience be only drag) and 
- Reaſon turn'd out of doors? Here, by Reaſon, 
I do not mean that Power of the Mind, which 
| Hunts after the obſcure Parts of Nature, and 
is calld Invention ; for that belongs to Phyſicks. 
I underſtand that Queen Reaſon, that is Dlacd 
above-all the reſt, by which a Phyſicians looks 
into the Principles and Cauſes of Diſeaſes, fore- 
_ tlleir progreſs and event, and gathers Futu- 
es from what*s preſent. Pray God theſe Con- 
| Canis and Diſputes ameng Phyſicians may, 
for the great intereſt of Mankind, eſpecially 
of Chriſtendom, be laid aſide ; ſo that Pick, 
which for ſo many Ages has been miſerably 
Fa 
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CHAP. u. 


1 b Oricinal, the Progreſs, and the certain 


Far of Phyfick ; are owing 1 the rope * 
en . 


SECT. L. 


Eceſſity gave being to Sept and Ex- 
perience brought it to Perfection. In 
its Infancy twas groſsand ſtupid; but in the pro, 
Ses of 1 by the daily acceſſion of new 

ns, Which \motuay Muſtrated one a- 


10 der, 
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nother , and eſpecially by the Light of Reaſon, ES 


which over-rul'd aud eee * it . 
— e an_ pane 
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The od 8 1 at hw, von v Ver | 
8 fler, ad lapides regere, may be pattly appiyd 

to the Phyſicians, who ought. to.model all their 
| Reaſonings, which are as twere the Stones 
with which Aedicine is built, accor to the 
Thread or Line of created Things; ſince 
the Line of Objects, which God has immutab - 
Iy ſtretch'd thro the World, can tbe bow d or 


lack d fo as to be adapted to our Fallacies, 'tis 


neceſſary that the Ratiocination of Men ſhould 
yield and be directed by this Line. 2 
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The two chief Pillars of Phylck,: are . 
and Obſervation: But Obſervation is the Thread 
to which Reaſon muſt point. Every Diſeaſe 
has, not a fictitious, but a certain an 
Nature, as well as certain and peculiar Princi- 
. Ples, Increaſe, State and Declination. 

as all theſe are-brought about ao ena : of | 


the Mind, ſo in tracing their Nature we have no 


occaſion for a ſubtile and diſguisd way of Diſ- 
puting, but only for a repeated and diligent - 
Obſervation of what happens to the ſeveral 
fick Perſons, and ſuch an acuteneſs of Mind 
as is conformable. and a to x. RUPEE : 

e FO 8 | 
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Tt e not e that the woke 
does not anſwer the Phyſician's 28 5 
tho ſupported by Reaſon, and Experi 
and that, not out of any defect in the Ri Rules of 
this excellent Art; but either from the multi- 
| 'plicity and the almoſt incredible Number of 
e Cauſes, both Internal and External, 
or the Negligence and Miſtakes o 
the Patient, Nurſes or mls in a faulty re- 
88 the Circumſtances the Cure. wo 
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May ane af to Reaſon, « 5 a nothing to 8 to 
Experience; and many again are on the oppo- 
fite ſide. Now both ſides 85 any Crimi ml - 
whence ſprung ſo. many Diviſions among Phy- 
fictans, and fuch jarrings between the Theory 
and Practice. We are, and for ever will be, 
gnorant of the Minute ſubtile Texutre of the 
folid as well as the fluid parts of a living Body, 
which is altogether out of the reach nor only 
of our Senſes,” but even of Reaſon. Ex | 
ene likewiſe unconducted by Reaſon is often- 
times fallacious: For which cauſe they will 
equaly prove ſources of Error, unleſs they mu- 
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Tho weare er e whales 
diſorder ot every Part and the Nature of every 
Diſcaſe conliſts 7 * we obſerve that each of = 
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has its own form, i. e. certain meaſures of De- 


creaſing and Increaſing, or conſtant and deter- 


mind Periods. That tis ſo, will manifeſtly _ 
appear, if we allow Nature to act of her own 
accord, and do not interrupt her by improper 
Adminiſtrations. When it happens otherwiſe, 


 'tis the Method of Cure and not Nature that 


_ cauſes it. For two Patients ſeizd with a Pluri- 

ſie, (for inſtance) and treated different !ways, 
by two different Phyſicians, will likewiſe have 
different Symptoms: 80 that if there be an 

Error in the Method of Cure, the Phyſician, 
and not the Diſeaſe, will be the Author of ma» 
E 53,3 2600 DOE 
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- If ue compare Hippocrateis Aphoriſins, Prog- 
noſticks, ec:. —— Obſervations: of later 
Authors, we ſhall plainly ſee that the Nature 
of Diſeaſes is the ſame now as it was in former 
Ages, and that their Periods obſerve the ſame 
order as formerly. From all theſe Premiſſes 
we may juſtly conclude, That Phyſick is not ſo 
uncertain, nor grounded upon ſuch a flight 
Foundation, as tis commonly thought; but built 
upon certain Rules, confirm'd by repeated Ex- 


Perience: For the Obſervations which make the 


Principal part of the Art, have the human Bo- 
dy for their Subject; the Motions of which, 
whether Natural or Sickly, have a ſtable Spring, 

and regular and conſtant Periods: So that the 
Advances of Medicine, being grounded upon 
ſiuch Obſervations, cannot hut be gertain and 
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- Hippocrates being fully ſenfible of this, made 
it his whole Buſineſs to make juſt and diligent 
Obſervations ; by the aſſiſtance of which he 
diſcover d, that diſeaſes have ſome Conſtant 
and Peculiar, or individual Afſections, and 
ſome Adventitious and Common to others. 
The Conſtant fort depend upon the very in- 
dividual and conſtant Nature of the Diſeaſe. 
The Adventitious ſpring either from the vari- 
ous Methods of Cure, or from the manifold 
and various Concourſe of Cauſes. The firſt 
of theſe he drew up in Aphoriſins and Precepts, 
as being the Rules of the Art. The others 
he would not own for Precepts; but at the ſame 
time thought em not Contemptible, and left 
em to the Judgment of a Man, 3. 6. an 
acute and prudent Phyſician. _ 
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Theſe conſtant Qualities, - which might be 
calld the Characteriſtick Signs of Diſeaſes, are 
ſometimes manifeſt and obvious to our Senſes, 
and ſometimes obſcure, and ſuch as we can 
hardly aſſign a probable Reaſon for. Bur let 

them be of what Nature ſoever, a Phyſician ought 
not to contemn them, but te mark em down _ 
_ " faithfully with the ſame very Simplicity that 
they appear in. For as Indications of Cure are 
dran from the leaſt Circumſtance, fo all the 
—_ Minute, and even the obſcure Motions of Diſ- 
BY | eaſes onght to be tracd and deſcribed. By 
this Means, we fhall have not only an * 
24 OE. „ 
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and perfect Hiſtory of Diſeaſes; but, even the 
Method of Cure, which is of greater Moment. 
| *Twere tedious to recount all the obſcure Mo- 
tions that uſe to be obſerv'din the curing of Di- 


ſeaſes : But to ſet the matter in a clearer Light, 
we ſhall take notice of a few. To this Claſs be- 


4 % 
5 ; 
* 1 WY . 
5 1 3 f 9 
Q 5 3 — 


longs the Doctrine of Critical Days, or of the : 


deſpumation of the morbifick Matter, perfected 
in a determin'd Time of a Fever; importing 
that acute Diſeaſes terminate luckily in an odd 
Number of Days, and fatally in an eyen Num- 
ber; and that Chronical Diſtempers terminate 
in an even Number, both of Days and Months, 
as the Ancients obſery'd. Of the ſame kind 
are the occult Permutations of Diſeaſes among 
themſelves, their Tranſlation to one part ra- 

ther than another, and the occult conſent of 
Parts among themſelves. Some ſecret Conſent. 

or Sympathy is obſervd between the Legs and 


the Breaſt, and between the Breaſt and the 
Privities. Inveterate Ulcers, Cauteries, and o- Y 


imprudently Cur'd, turn to pernicious Diſor- 


ther Diſorders of the Legs, unſeaſonably or 
=- the Breaſt, as it appears from daily Ex- | 


periènce. In the Diſeaſes of the Breaſt, Diu- 


reticks and Waſhes for the Feet are uſeful, and 7; 


Purgatives are commonly prejudicial. We 
have ſeen all the Pleuritick Patients recover; 
that are ſeiz d with a pain and ſubſequent ſup- 
puration in the inner parts of the Ear. Inter- 
mitting Fevers, that yield to no Digeſtives, 
Solutives or Febrifuga, are frequently Curd ve- 
„ happily by Bleeding in the Salvatella. A dry 
Cough! 


is taken off by a violent pain falling up- 1 


. 
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14 The Practice of Phyſick. 
on the Teſticles. Cov. 2. Epid. Sef. 5. When 
the Teſticle ſwells by a Cough, it recalls the 

Memory of the Society of the Breaſt, Dugs, 

Teſticles, and the Organs of Voice. Conſ. 2. 

Epid. Se#. 1. If a Cough follows upon an Infla- 

mation of the Teſticles, the Inflamation Ceaſes, 

and e contre. Conf. 2. Epid. Sect. 1. A Dropſie 

of the Breaſt inſues upon the Diſcuſſion of a 

' Hydrocele. Mear. Obſ Med. When Sneezing pre- 

cedes or follows Diſeaſes of the Lungs, tis an 

ul. Omen. Conſc 2. Epid. Cap. 9. Some periods 
of Diſeaſes have likewiſe ſomewhart of a ſecret - 

Sympathy, as well as the Exacerbations that 

return at ſet Hours, purſuant to the Obſervati- 

ons we have made in ſeveral Pains, as well as 
in Fevers and ſeveral other Diſeaſes. 


LOS 


When the Modern Phyſicians hear of theſe 
and a great many other things of the like Na- 
ture, they Laugh at em; and when they ob- 
' ſerve them, they Slight em, to the great pre- 
judice of their Patients. Many things that. 
ſurpaſs our Comprehenſion are not to be con- 
temn'd; but 'twould be a piece of Wiſdom, while 
wie cannot canvaſs their true Nature by Reaſon- 
ing, diligently to take notice of the effects that 

appear outwardly, and fromthence to form Pre- 
cepts in order to Practice. For when the Human 
Reaſon Deſpairs, or is not ſufficient for the un- 
ravelling of Difficulties, it uſes to waſte it ſelf 
in giving a probable Reaſon for em, and ſpend 
its ſtrength upon ſuperfluous Things: Or, to 
peak in the Words of Sir Franc. Bac, Fol. 293. 

* When once Men deſpair of finding the Truth, 
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cc every thing about em Languiſhes ; whence it 

ce comes to paſs that they rather turn aſide to 

cc pleaſant Diſputations, and ſome ſuperficial - 

> . of things, than ſtand np in the wa 5 

« 2 ſevere Enquiry '. When Reaſon ther 


zs Blind in ſuch difficult Matters, we ought to 


make Obſervations, and propoſe *em to the 
Reader without any Diſguiſes of Speculation ; 
as Aſclepiadorus in former times is {aid to have 
Fainted happily without Colours. : 
From what has been ſaid, tis manifeſt, that 
not only the Original of Medicine, but whate« 
ver ſolid Knowledge tis entituled to, is chiefly” 
derivd from Experience, As for the iar 
Cure of any Diſeaſe, as I take it, it will ſeldom - 
ſucceed well, unleſs Reaſon be join'd to Ob- 
ſervation : For the innumerable Cauſes of Difea» 
ſes, the various Temperaments of Patients, 
the difference of Age, Sex, way of Living and 
Climate, the various Seaſons of Years, and an 
infinity of other things that concurr towards 
the production or removal of Diſeaſes; theſe; 
I ſay, do oftentimes ſo perplex and diſturb th 
certain and conſtant Nature of the Diſeaſe and 
its Symptoms, that tis a hard matter to trace 
the Truth, unleſs the Complexion of them all 
be weigh'd and illuſtrated by a diſereet uſe of 
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Of the Impediments that have hitherto ſuckl. 
ened the Diligence of Phyſicians, in ma. 
ku Obſervations, - „„ 


. 
Uppoſing the foregoing advances to be true, 
at leaſt likely oy 8 now to enquire 
o the Cauſes, that have hinder d the Prac- 
tice of Phyſick to arrive at its due maturity 
and perfection by the means of ſuch a purſuit 
of Obſervations. ' As I take it, the chief Im- 
. » pediments that have ſſacken d the Diligence of 
- » Phyſicians in making Obſervations, and by con- 
_» ſequence have retarded the - progreſs of the 
Practice it ſelf, are theſe. The falſe Idols of 
PDP Phyſicians, or the prepoſſeſſion of falſe Opini- 
EF. ons. A falſe kind of Analogies or faulty Si- 
militudes. The prepoſterous reading of Books, 
and the fatal Itch of making Syſtems: And 
the Intermitting of the Aphoriſtical Way of 
treating Diſeaſes. To ſet this matter in a 
dcdilearer Light, we ſhall examine each of theſe 
heads in peculiar Chapters. Several other 
Cauſes might be added to theſe above mention d, 
pPartieularly the prepoſterous Methods of teach- 
ing Sciences: For ſince our Mind, when diſen- 
7150 from preconceiv d Opinions, is firſt of all 
ſubjected to our Preceptors, if it happens that 
they proceed Immethodically, or are tainted 
with Errors, or are dull injudicious Men; all 
theſe” Infirmitics being transfus d to us, are ſo 
YE 82 Aeeply 
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deeply. rooted in onr Minds, that their Impreſs 


ſion can never be defac'd, unleſs we be directed 


by the beſt Teachers or by Experience it ſelf 


to the right way of Truth, and fo unlearn all 


ſource of our Errors. e e 


ſuch things as have been the firſt and chiefeſt 
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Our innate temperaments do oſtentimes o- 
blige us to embrace Error, and make falſe 
Judgments of things. Beſides the Authority of 
Galen in his Book, Quod animi more corporis 
temperiem ſequantur; daily experience vouches 


for this Truth: Many Men otherwiſe Sagaci- 


ous and Learned are inflay'd to ſome Opinions, 


norant : Being drawn upon em by à Natural 


byaſs of their Mind, they not only taxe em to 


be certain, but even cannot be took off from 


em by the moſt evident Reaſons. This is 


manifeſt in the practice of ſome Phyſicians: 
One that is naturally Timorous and Melanco- 
lick, or Poſſeſs d, as the ſaying is, of a Frigid 
and humid Temperament, do's by the natural 


i Habit of his Mind avoid Spirituous Volatile _ 
Nec cines, or ſuch as operate with a forcible 


the falſity of which is obvious to the moſt 'ig= 


# 


Motion; and attempts to Cure all Diſeaſes by : 


ſuch Remedies as are Moiſtening, Refrigerate- 
ing, apt to pacifie the humours, and in a word, 
that are leſs Active. On the other hand, a 


Phyſician of a hot bilious, flerce or impatient 


Temperament, negles the gentler and cooling 


Med'cines, and infiſts upon Volatile Spirituous 


Remedies, Aromarick Alcali's, Iron, Fire, 
Velicatories, violent EO and ſuch things 
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ab: operate with the greateſt force and a8 irity. 


Now as their e Inclination makes em . 


prefer one ſort. ed'cines te another; 01 it 


recommends to em ſome Precepts and Opini- 4 
ons rather than others, and ſometimes this their 
Inclination is the ſtandard by which they judge 


of Sciences. Wherefore if they do not take 


care to check that Inclination by attentive 3 
ditation, and know how. to make right Reaſon 
2 directory for the inward Motions of their 
_ _ Conſtitution; they will be very obnoxious to 
5 aboremenion a Exvoes ro ſeveral others. 
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- wicious Errors, this is not the leaſt, that 

give mote; Credit to the uſeleſs comments of 
- Their own, Brains, than to Obſervation; and the 

 Gautivns of Nature. - And indeed While Lcon- | 


ſider that Nature is not fubject to our -controul, 
and that ſue performs her Motions in ſo occult 
a manner, that they can never be ſo eaſi ily 


trac d as by Obſervation, and Reaſon retaining 
to Obſervation: And on the other hand, that 


Men talk of her as twere at pleaſure by a cer- 
tain impulſe of the Mind; while 1 have thele 


- Conſiderations in View, 1 do not think it 


ſtrange that falſe concluſions enſue thereupon; 


and that the Cure of Diſeaſes, grounded upon 
- ſuch concluſions, do's not anſwer Expectation; ; 
but I wonder that the Errors ſpringing from 
them ſhould be attributed to the inconſtancy 
and incertainty of the Art, and not to theſe 
prepoſterous ways of Argumentation and Spe- 
Lulation. By this means it cane to paſs, that 
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De Praflice Pfl. 19 
at this day many charge Phyſick with uncertain- 
ty, others deride the Doctrine of Prognoſticks, 
others preſcribe Remedies in a tumultuary pro- 
miſcuous way at any time of the Diſeaſe, ob- 


ſerving no Rules for Concoction or Criſis; a 
great many ſlight the Ancients, and give too 
much Credit to the Moderns, and a great! many 
give no Credit to either. While they will not 
ſubject their own Humility to the Humility and 
ſimplicity of Nature; but form judgments of 
her effects by arrogant Theories, and imitate 


her by a ſort of Jeſt; tis no wonder that be- 


ing thusprepoſleſt with Errors, relating to the 


Cure of Diſeaſes, they do not Kill, but Nouriſh” 
| *em, and rather exchange than ſtifle *em. Theſe 


and. a great many other impediments of the 
Practice of Phyſick might be drawn up; but I 


purpoſely wave em, leſt this Treatiſe ſnould 

prove bulky and tedious to the Reader. TwòWill 

| ſuffice therefore to take notice of the following 
heads, which bear the greateſt Figure. 
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2 1 The Deriſion of Ancient Phyſicians, 4 


0 b N. equally unworthy of a Man of Learn- 


ing and Probity, and pernicious both to 


the Repuhliek and to the progreſs of Letters, to 
deride the noted Performances of others, or in- 
deed any Efſay towards the promoting of Sci- 


ences. This is moſt notorious among the Mes 
| G-2 dicina! 


1 


. 
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dicinal Tribe: For the greateſt part of their 
Writers, for almoſt theſe forty Years, have 
made it their Bufineſs to deride the documents 
of the ancient Phyſſcians And tis incredible 
ho per icious that has prov'd both to the Sci- 
ence and to the Lives of their Patients. Thoſe 
who, gave the firſt vent to this Error, I take 
to be Helmont and Paracelſus, who in order to 
raiſe their own Se& upon the ruines of the 
© Galenick,, not only charg d Galen and almoſt 
all the Ancients with Error and Ignorance, 
but laſh'd em with Calumnies and Tawats, in 
their, Medicinal Writings. This Crime of De- - 
Fifion did not confine it ſelf to theſe two Au- 
thors, but began to ſpread. every Day, eſpeci- 
ally among their Followers, with whom tis 
ſtill ſo much in vogue, that their chiefeſt Study 
is to accomodate their Diſcourſes, not to the 
Nature of things, but to the Affections of their 
Minds; ſo that their Opinions are not Modelfd 


Neither could thoſe who mean d to make 
themſelves famous by new Hy potheſiss minted 
in this Age, abſtain from deriding the Anci- 
-ents, and that perhaps for the ſame Reaſon 
that determin'a the former, The new. Hypo- 
theſiss having their reſpectiye Followers, theſe 
thro the influegce of Faction and a cuſtomary 
Deriſion, have thrown many Aſperſions upon 
the Ancients, whom they either never Read ar 


never  Underſtood. However, tis no matter 


whether theſe things proceeded from the fore- 
going or from private Cauſes z while tis cer- 
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certain that many Diſadvantages have ſprang/ 
from thence. The cheif Diſadvantage is; that 
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when the derider dos not judge of things im- 


rtially, but according to the prejudices he has 


imbib d, with reference to the precepts concern- 
ing the cure of Diſeaſes, which are fully ex- 
plain'd in the writings of the Ancients; in 
that caſe he muſt needs take them to be either 
falſe or uſeleſs, and ſo rob the Patients of the 
Advantage they might reap from em. Beſides; 


they confide ſo much in their own Hypotheſis - 
and Opinions, that tis almoſt below em to con 


deſcend to Experience; or if they do, they ei- 
ther imitate Nature by their own jeſts or make 
an unſeafonable leap: from a few ſcraps of Ex- 


perience to general Axioms : And from theſe 
rather than from Phenomena diligently obſery'd, 
they drawArguments concluding upon the hid- 
den Cauſe. I paſs over a great many inconve- 
niencies of this Nature, accrueing to Phyſici- 


ans and the Science they profeſs, and much 
more to the ſick Perſons, from that ſcandalous 


TCrime of Deriſion; which are all obvious to any 
Nan that Reaſons Juſtly and Sincerely: 


1: - - 


To ſpeak more particularly of the Ancients; "> 
I reckon em much worthler of Praiſe than of 


Diriſion and Calumny : For, beſides that, they 


laid the firſt Foundation of the moſt Excellent 
Art; they have weigh'd andexamin'd the Nature 


of every Diſcaſe ſo diligently, and enrich'd the 
true Practice with ſuch valuable acceſſions, 


that we have but ſmall hopes left of ever going 
| beyond their ſublime Performances. Tho? 
. 1 G 3 . 
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ſome of the '(Galenicks are too ready to fall in 
with leſs conſtant and uncertain Theories, yet 
the whole School of the Ancientsought not to be 
promiſcuouſly charg'd with Ignorance and Fol- 
ly: For the Galenicks of former Ages had ſome _ 
Plea to be ſomewhat addicted to theſe Theo- 
ries, in order to humour the Genius of the 
Age in which they flonriſh'd, as well as the 
barbarous Comments of the Arabians'; eſpeci- 


ally conſidering that the Springs of the Grecian 
Medicine with which the Phyſicians water'd 
their Grounds, were thro the ſilence of ſo 
many Years, either quite dry d up or corrupted 
by Sophiſtical Additions. But even in thoſe 
very Times, many of em ſeeing through the 
inconſtancy of their Theory, bent all their 
Thoughts upon the Diagnoſticks, Prognoſticks, 
and Cure of Diſeaſes, i. e. upon ſolid Practice; 
and what noble progreſs they made in this 
Deſign, is ſufficiently manifeſt, from the in- 
comparable Cures and Rules, with which they 
have adorn'd their Books. Now the Moderns 
ſhew ſo much malignity in Detracting from 
theſe great Men, that they are not aſham d to 
expoſe not only their Theory, but even 
their Practice, to open Diriſion; and being eve- 
ry day harden in this Opinion, they chooſe 
rather to Err along with thoſe of whom they 
have conceiv'd a good but falſe: Opinion, than 
to be wiſe with Men of Learning, of whom 
they have not ſo good an Opinion. They run 
down Galen very unjuſtly, and throw ſuch im- 
pudent Reflections upon him, as if he had been 
the worſt and unjuſteſt of all the Men that ei- 
ther now are, or ever were: To do this, and 
at the ſame time to cry up the Moderns in mo 


*. i Proc 


for Gods; and in another lace or Pri fg 
; wks Sciences, is not A end 8 a pru- 
ent Man, or one that judges”) aſtly. 18s FT: 
therefore SEED intreat Ph' ofthe hereafs _ 
ter equally” $6 peruſe the” Modern and Ancis 
ent Authors, and to mind n6 thi ing more les 5 
peruſal than their Rules and Cautions, tle A 
proy'd Remedies, and ſuch Ike ſolid 18 285 
Which are Hin tual, and of ſome Uſe aß 
Verte il hi ur common Sea of Mertalli \ 
As for the other things which are more 
rated, and will never profit any ld 
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HE third ſtop of the practice of Phy >; 
Is. the falſe Idols with which a great 
art * Phyſicians, eſpecially in this Age, are 


Enchanted; and acting up to their Meaſures di- 
ſtracts and clouds the Senſe of the Soul and 
of Nature; by which means it comes to paſs 
_ that Judgments are not form'd in conformity 
to right Reaſon, but purſuant to the prejudi- 
ces of the Mind. Out of fo great a croud of 
8 * Idols, 
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24 The Practice of Phyſick. 5 
Idols, the following which occurs to my Me- 
mor y, ſhall ſuffice. A great many have ſuch 


an Affection to ſome one Remedy, that they 
think it alone entitul'd to a Sovereign Vertue 


and Power; of Curing. almoſt all Diſeaſes; ei- 
ther by reaſon of a lucky event obſery'd- once 


or twice to enſue upon the uſe of it, or rather 
by reaſon of a certain innate propenſity that 
they have not only of crying up ſome Medi- 


cines, but of aſcribing em Fictitious Vertues. 


We ſee ſome Phyſicians recommend Milk and 
Whey in all Diſeaſes; others ſpirituous and vo- 
latile Remedies; others Acids and Alkalies, 
and others again Purgation and Bleeding. In 
fine, every Phyſician crys up a great many par- 
ticular Remedies of this Nature according to 
his own Genius or the Accidents of his firſt Pra- 


ctice; and imprudently throws away the reſt 
tho never ſo much Approv'd and Beneficial. 


Some are mighty Favourers of ſome Theore- | 
tick or practical Propoſition, which they have 
either ſuckd from Books or invented themſel- 


ves; and model all the Rules of the Cure of 
- Diſeaſes by that Propoſition. Twere in vain | 
to ſpend time in muſtering up all the errone- 


ous Advances of this Nature; ſince they are 
obvious to any one that ſeriouſly conſiders the 


Performances of the Moderns, who have al- 


moſt ſunk the PraQice of Phyſick, by follow- 
ing that. Maxim of minding only a few things 
and proncuncing accordingly. 
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Many Phyſicians of this Age reckon Bleed - 
ing, Bliſtering, Purging and other Galenick Re- 


medies, at once ſuperfluous and pernicious. _ 


. pany Thought was firſt launch'd by Hel- 
wont, and having made various illuſions in the 
ſtraits of an inconſiderate and interrupted Ex- 
perience, has gain'd a wonderful aſcendant in 
the Minds of the Moderns, who being fond of 
Novelty, rail very haughtily, and to the infi- 
nite loſs of their Patients, againſt the uſe of ſuch - 
Remedies. Others take all Diſeaſes to ſpring 


from an Acid, and pretend to Cure em by Al- 


caline Remedies; this way of Cure being the 
eaſieſt of all, and apt to de learn'd in a few 


days, by every filly old Woman, do's at pre: 


ſent prevail beyond the others. But the Phyſici- 
ans that are ignorant of the Hypocratick Maxim, 
that there are a hundred things that injure a 
Man, ſeem by that Method of Cure rather to 
form ConjeQures upon Diſeaſes, than to make 
any certain Diſcovery ; of which more largely 
hereafter. Some are wont to exhibit a Purge 
in the beginning of all Diſeaſes, in order, ſay 
they, to carry down the preceding Matter that 


feeds the next. Many Phyſicians do ſtedfaſtly 
adhere to this munky advance that was hatch'd 


in the Schools of Abraham; and to take em off 
of that Opinion, neither the repeated Obſer- 

vations of the Ancients, with reference to the 
Seaſon of Purgation, nor the very Example of 
the divine old Gentleman, who neyer uſed 

Purgatives in the beginning of Diſeaſes, but 
when the matter was Turgeſcent, are of any 
| avail _ 
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new the Fermentation, do ſometimes by a con- 
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” bet But i in neſt try Peres og apt to re- 


cealed Heat, actuate the crude Matter that was 


formerly lock d up in Retreats: And by. e 
Means do either exaſperate or duplicate 


vers, or recal them when t PFs n the 
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ry much upon Phyſicians, we muſt reckon in 


© that of thoſe who imagine, that no Man 4 


arrive at the perfect Knowledge | of Practice, 


| without a previous . vaintance with other 5415 : 


ences, Amte Logick, Mathematicks, the ya- 
rious e of of Languages, Rhetorick, A- 
ſtronomy, & + 5 Know ledge .of which, an 

a great many other things o F he like * 
would indeed prove à conſiderable Ornament 
to the Profeſſion of Phyſick; but in my Opi- 
nion, Shay. are as conducive to a eee 
and exact Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, 

Art of Painting is to a Muſi ag 1 


Experience juſtifies, that the old Galenicks WhO 


were ſcarce acquainted with the Latin Tongue, - 


could Cure Diſeaſes as happily, as thoſe who 
are given out for the greateſt Maſters of Sci- 
ences, that have no tendency to the Cure of 
Diſeaſes. This . Cuſtom introduced in latter- 


Times, has given Riſe to ſeveral Abſurdities in 
the way of Phyſick ; eſpecially this, That 


the ſpending a great part of time in the Ac- 


'- quiſition of the above mentioned Sciences, 
leaves but a e Portion of Time for 
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* * . ng: Aſtrologers, - 
Poets, Criticks, Hiſtorians, Philoſophers, Men 
well verſed in the Greek and Hebrew Lan- 
guages, &. But when they are privately call- 
cd to give an Account of what our Ancient 
Oracle leads to, I mean the Knowledge of our = 
ſelves, the Arguments they offer are jeſune 
and uſeleſs. For this and ſeveral other Rea- 
ſons being render d uncapable of com paſſing a 
ſolid Practice by the help of Obſervation, 


Phyſicians boaſt of their being 


they preſently learn the Idea of ſome gener! 


Hypotheſis, and attempt the Cure of all Diſea- 
£s by general Propoſitions, ſome Theoretical 
and ſome Practical. Now theſe things are on- 
iy like Apparitions in the Surfaces of things, 
ſwimming as *twere and ftroggling in the 
Waters, and tis no wonder if they at firſt 
view ſcrew up their hopes, and afterwards 


* 


IV. 


- But to proceed more regularly in ꝓurſuance of 

this Argument, we muſt diſtinguiſn the Hi- 
ſtory of Diſeaſes, or the Medicine Prima, from 
the Cure of Diſeaſes, or the Medicina ſecunda. 


The Hiſtory of Diſeaſes is a particular Science 


of a peculiar Form, which does not owe its 
Principles or Improvement to other Sciences, 
but to the pureſt and moſt ſovereign Fountains 


of Nature; by Vertue of which, it is entituled * 


to:Perſpicuity and Fidelity: Or to ſpeak more 
pPlainly, the whole Hiſtory of Diſeaſes depends 
upon a diligent and patient Deſcription; of all 
ſuch things as the Learned Obſervator has 
mark d down concerning the Invaſion, * 
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and Exit of Diſcaſes, and committed to wri: 


ting, with the ſame fimplicity and ſinceritythat 
he us d in obſerving them, without adding any 


ttzting of his own, or of the Doctrines of Books 


and other Sciences. Now, the Infancy of 
Phyſick, which owes its firſt Nouriſhment to 
the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, cannot be confounded 


and tyed up to the Rules of other Sciences, 


without demoliſhing the very Foundations of 
the Divine Art it {elf : In effect, all that part 


1 Prima, which is the Baſis of 


the Medicina Secunda or Curative Part, ought 
to be treated of, ſo as that it be derived from 


the true Natire of things, and not from the 


Nature of our Thoughts, as many have done: 
I mean, that its Improvement mult not be car- 
fied on by Arrogance and Pride, but by various 


Sy Labours, by a patient Enquiry, and an anxious 
and cautious Fidelity in making Obſervations, 


| V. 


As for the Medicina ſecunda. or the Curati ve 


part, I muſt needs own, that it may be illuſtra- 


ted in ſeveral points by the knowledge of other 


[7 Sciences; eſpecially thoſe which bear any affi» © 
nity to Phyſick, or are look d upon as retainers 


to it. Such are Chymiltry, Botany, the Doctrine 


of Diet, Exerciſe and the fix not Natural! 


things, Experimental Philoſophy, Anatomy, 
and other things of that Nature which contri- 


- bute very much towards the perfection of Me- 
thod, and a ready view of the Indications. of 
Cure, even upon the minuteſt circumſtances: , 


For Method being, as twere, the Architecture 


of the Phyſical Structure, and the Baſis of 


Cures 


whe 


. 


* 


order to divert and unbend the Mind. For ass ö 
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They are much miſtaken who think they ran 
cure Diſeaſes happily, becauſe they are Maſters _ 
of the Theory; for a Phyſiciati ought to have 
much higher things in his view, in order to 
clear the innocent Art from the Calummes it 
5 qi under, and reſtore the Sick to a healthy _ 
State. He mult diſſect the Bodies of thoſe who 
dye of Diſtempers, and foul his Fiages, 
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ek Perſons. 


s Excrements_ | 
Tongue and his Eyes, his 
the Affectious of his Mind, his former way of 
Ring, and the errors he has been guilty of in 

the way of Conduct, and ſuch other circumſtan- 
ces ought to be diligently confidered, in order 


do trace the genuine and natural Diagnoſticks and 


Prognoſticks of Diſeaſes, and the indications of 
Cüre. To frequent or boaſt of ſplendid Clo-— 


ers, to heap uß great Numbers of Books with- 


out uſing em, to make a Figure at Univerſities, 
and have a fame celebrated in the Modern Jour- 


Hals of the Learned; this, I fay, will contribute 


nothing towards the appeafing of the pain of 
Diſeaſes. But that, end will be effectually com- 
pad, if you frequently viſit the Publick Hof- 
pitals and the naſty Beds of the sick, and with 
an Auſtere fearleſs patience obſerve what good 
or ill happens in the ſeveral Periods of the Di- 
Teaſe, how the fymptoms make their progreſs, 
and what event follows the adminiſtration 
of ſuch and ſuch Remedies; whether the preſent 
Diſeaſe is turn'd into one of another Form ; 
What Ren ure. - Malignity, Vehemence, c. 
appears in the Diſeaſe and in it ſymptoms thro? 
alltheir Periods,what Method of Cure is found to 
be ſtanding and perpetual for each Diſtemper. 
Flay twill be of infinite uſe to make obſervati- 


ons ot theſe and a thouſand” fuch things which 


have a more intimate relation to Nature, and ra- 


ther diſtinguiſh than ſplit and rend its parts. 
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Te defire of rain Glory, bas in all Ages 
put Een rather upon the forming of Seas, 
than the daily diſcovery of new Phenomenzs 
to illuſtrate and confirm the Hiſtory of Difeaſes. 
Thus they've moulded the Nature of things at 
pleaſure; and almoſt overtufmd it with their in- 
Aigeſted Meditations. And upon that ſcore tis 
no wonder that the pate onal fund of Med' cines 

5 en and its flouriſhing State dif 
tub d by a multitude of uſeleſs Books: The 
followers of thoſe who inftirated Seats, being 
_ thiſted by a vaiti Reverence, or ſcar by Lazy= 
fieſs from the trouble of a narrow ciiquiry;choſe 
rather to affect the fame of a fubrile Interpre- 

. bar a nimble Antagoniſt, or a Methodical A. 
bridger, than to fix the Diagnoſticks, Progioſ-.. 
ticks, and Cure of Diſeaſes upon their own: Ob- 
ſervations. In a word; they acted the parts of 

4 Maſter and an Auditor, and not choſe of an 
Inventor and the Perſon that adds to what 18 al- 
a e OO OS OT FOND IR 


1 io 2 uh of VIII. 8 1. eee 
Of the Preceps for Life and Manners, thoſe 


are the beſt which are publick and common, 


and univerſally acknowledged by all Sectaries, 
whether Peripateticks, Academicks, Stoicks or 
Cynicks. The Phyſicians of this Age, ought _ 
to mind that ſaying of Senecas concerning 
_ Manners, for the Precepts of Practice that the 
_ give out now adays, are neither General nor 
Common to each Se, namely, the Galenical, 
% ' Chyz 
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32 The Practice of Phyſick: 
mical, Mechanical, &c. (as Hippocratess Works 
are) but are cheifly confin'd to particulars, and 


not confirm'd by any Hiſtory or matter of Fact. 


When they ſee a thing ſucceed once, they fancy 
will always be equally ſucceſsful; but the pro- 
- ceſs of time giving them a fuller View of the 


Matter, they find; it to be uncertain, and con- 
fir'd to a particular Caſe, inſtead of being Uni- 
verſal and Perpetual. The modern Paradoxes, 


the mutual Animoſities of the late Phyſicians, 
the Number of Books which thoſe of our Fa- 
mily have indiſcreetly Publiſhed concerning the 


uncertainty of Phyſick; Theſe, I ſay, are full 
Proof, that the Rules of modern Practice are 
not general, or confirm d by a full Convocation 
of Phyſicians, but contrivd at every one's 


Pleaſure, either out of Hatred to an oppoſite = 
Sect, or the love of their own, it being Cuſto- 


mary among em to defend and promote the 


Glory of their reſpective Sects with all their 
Proweſs; or elſe they are contriv'd thro a want 
Senſe and Thought, or a croud of Prejudices, or 


an Affectatation of novelty, which in this Age 
has been fooliſhly coveted ; or the falſe Influence 
of Precepts. and triffling Books, or thro* the 
Contempt-of a Neighbouring Phyſician &c. So 


that we can never have any great Hopes of the 
increaſe of Phyſick, till all its Sons joyn inta 


* 1 


one Famil. 
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Ignorant Phyſicians are oftentimes impos'd 
upon, by the abuſive Accuſation of a fictitious 
ſort of Malignity in Diſeaſes, They do not 

imploy their Diligence in tracing the Antece- 


dent 


* 
*% 


dent Cauſes, Symptoms, and whole State of 
the Diſeaſe ; and by that means commit great 


Errors in the way of Cure, which exaſperate 8 1 


the Diſeaſe, that of it ſelf was mild and gen- 
tle; and upon that, they impute the Exaſpe- 
ration to a certain latent Malignity, that in my 
Mind is merely Fictitious. In the mean time, 
they cannot tell where the Nature of that Ma- 
lignity lies, and ſo een Acquieſce in the Popu- 
lar Opinion, that the Malignity of the Hu- 


mours muſt be attacked by Alexipharmacal and | 


Heating Med'cines, and thrown out by Swea- 
ting. But after copious Sweats, this Maligni- 

ty is ſometimes ſo far from being removed, 

that the Latent Inflammations of the Viſcers, 
which for the moſt part are the Genuine Cauſe 
of ſuch Fevers, are thereby increaſed, and the 
Patient's Illneſs is infam d. Some later Phyſi- 
cians, after a narrower Enquiry into the Acci- 
dents, accompanying the Feavers that are com- 
monly call'd Malignant, have diſcover'd, that 
all of them do chiefly depend upon a double 
Cauſe, namely, the Coagulation and Diſſoluti- 
on of the Humours : And the Method of Cure 
muſt be altered, purſuant to the Variety. of this 

preternatural State of the Humours. As Cor- 
dials, Spirituous, and heating Med' cines, are 
convenient for Malignant Fevers ariſing from 
a Coagulation, ſo they are highly Pernicious in 
thoſe which procted from a Biſſblution; in 
which Caſe the Temperate Acids, the Emulſions 


of Seeds,the Gellies of Harts-Horn,and ſuch like 


moderating things are only proper, for curbing 

that diſſolving and almoſt inflammatory — | 
Blood. Now, fince the above mentioned Med - 
P Fall: - = 
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34 The Proflice Phyſckk. 
them to Diſſdlve or Moderate; I hope none will 
deny, that ſuch Fevers are like-ways produ- 


rt the ie 


tious Notion of Malignity tumbles down 
of its ſelf. But after all, I don't deny, 
but that there are ſome Fevers which are tru- 
Iy Malignant, being. produced by an Air and 
Humour allyed to Foyſon, and ſcarce perceiva- 
ble by our Senſes, ſuch as that which takes 
riſe from the deprav'd Qualities and Influences 
of the Air, corrupt Food, poyſonous Animals, 
and ſuch other Cauſes. But that ſort of Fevers 
zs very unfrequent, and not near ſo common as 
moſt Phyſicians imagine. I paſs over a great 
many other Prejudices that impoſe upon Phy ſici- 
ans and cramp true Practice, leaſt I ſhoud tire 
the Rea der, or fall upon Tautologies. 


1 . Pe 
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CHAP. vi. 
OBSTACLE IL - 

E alſe Simile's, or a falſe ſort of Analogies. | 

„„ 515 


S Arguments drawn from Similitudes are 
the eaſieſt, ſo they are the moſt apt to 
draw fallacious Concluſions, unleſs they be ve- 
ry Regular and Juſt. And the Impatience that 
Phyſicians ſhew in their Enquiries, is manifeſtly 
owing to nothing ſo much as the falſe Simili- 
tudes, that they encourage ſo much, both in cu- 
ring Diſeaſes, and in as a Judgment of 
them. A Similitude that concludes u. 


Ar 
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The Practice of Phyſik. 35 
-  Ovghi td relate only to things that fall under 
one Genus, as to Plants and Plants, Minerals 


and Minerals, Animals and Animals, . ſo 


| thatall the ſeveral Attributes of one thing maß 


be verified of theother to which it is compar d: 


Fror otherwiſe, the Concluſion will be imperfe& 


for want of a ſufficient Enumeration of the 
Parts, and from thence mighty Errors will 


= ſpring up. If any one ſhou'd compare Alexan- 
dier Farneſins to Ceſar, the Compariſon wou'd 


be Juſt, for they were both Men, and both of 
them Great Generals in their Time ; and the' 
Attributes of the one, are exactly ſuitable to 
thoſe of the other. But if he ſhoud Aſſimilate 
Farne6w to the Sun, the Similitude wou'd be ex- 
travagant, and too far fetch'd ; for that the 
Attributes of the Sun, cannot be abſolutely ve- - 
rified of Farneſws. Now this is the true State 
of the Similitudes, us d commonly in Phyſick. 


(6 


| Thoſe who argue by way of Analogy from 
the Anatomy of Inſects to that of Brutes, and 


from this to the Anatomy of Men, are excel 


lent Philoſophers, for-as much as the Terms of 


the Similirude are all confind under the Genas of 


Viventia, and after a ſufficient enumeration of 
the parts, the Attributes of the one are exactly 


| anſwerable to thoſe of the other, fo that the 


Anatomical\@bſervations made upon Brutes have 


not only given great light to thoſe made upon 
human Bodies, but are exactly of a piece wich. 


| them. Nay fo certain and conſtant is that mu- 
tual Analogy, that from thence the circulation 
ef the Blood, the ſtruQure of the Viſcers, ant 
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an infinity of other things have been diſcover d⸗ 
to the great happineſs of the Age we live in. 
In like manner, thoſe who Argue from the Me- 
chanicks and upon divers Rules of the Mathe- 
maticks, relating to the Staticks, Hydraulieks, 
the force of Heavy Bodies,” &. conclude upon 
the ſtructure of a living Body; theſe I ſay rea- 
fon :Juſtly, becauſe. the humanBody is calcula- 


L ted by Number, Weight and Meafure , not on- : 


iy as to its ſtructure, but as to the eſſects that 
depend upon it. Such was the will of the Su- 
pream Creator of the Univerſe, who to ſubject 
the Body to the eaſier ſway of the Mind, ſeems 


to have drawn the moſt regular ſeries of Propor- 


1 


tions and Motions in the human Body, by the 
ſole Pencil of the Mathematicks. Since the 
Analogical Argumentation of Anatomy and 
Mechanicks, has a great relation to the Cure of 
Diſeaſes, and concludes with more certainty 
than the other Hypotbeſe:; tis certain that the 
Famous Foz xius & Borelli at Naples, and Belli- 


ni at Horence could not have done better ſervice 


to our tottering Theory, than by applying A- 
natomico-Mechanical Rules in explaining the 
Effects of Diſeaſes: Upon which head their lear- 
ned performances deſerve to be read, the Wri- 
ting of which has contributed ſo much to the 
Glory of our Country and profeſſion, and the 


benefit of ſick Perſons. But thoſe who reaſon 
from the effects of Minerals in a chymical Fur- 


Animal, do not only conclude in a lame im- 


8 way, , but give occaſion in a Flaming 


degree to thoſe per 


raicious Errors, which unjuſt- 
I diſturb our Modern Phyſick: their Conclu- 


dns wou'd be juſter if by the Angromig _ 


ſuch Mixtures, 


+ CW 6 5 WS » 0 2» MF. MF 


Bets IE ah „ 113 

9 Ns 7 * 5 * 

3 2 * A ? 
Port =D R F 
** 2 N 

oy : ; 9 

. L 
k 


x 


their remarks ' upon the effects ariſing from 
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A were tedious to give in a liſt of all the falſe 


and almoſt popular Similitudes, made uſe of by 
our modern Phyſicians in the Cure of Diſeaſes. 
How pernicious was that Similitude which Hel- 
montius firſt invented, in order to diſſwade the 


W op People from Bloodletting. The Simile I 


ſpeak of was this; As Water boyling in a Kettle 
can't be cool'd by the taking away of the boy- 


ling Water, but by the removal of the Fire un- 


derneath, ſo in a Feveriſh ebullition of the Blood 
bleeding will not leſſen the Heat, and that end 
will only be compaſs d by the Evacuation of the 
Morbifick cauſe, by Sweat and other ways. 


At firſt View this ſeems to be a compleat 8i- 


militude, but for as much as it ranges Beyond the 
Sphere of the mutual pr ædicatum, it leads Practi- 


tioners to great Errors. For, to paſs by all o- 
er reaſons, our Feveriſn Flame is mixt and 
exactly united to the Blood, and not put under 


| 6 


the Veins like Fire under a Kettle; fo that 


when part of the Blood is removed, the Febrile 


Flame is at the ſame time likewiſe impair d. Ho- 


ever, tho the Solid Arguments ot Mechanicks 
and experience adviſe us to a prudent uſe of 
bleeding in Fevers; yet we do not recommend 
it in all Fevers, but only in ſuch as threaten 
great evils, by reaſon of an overboyling of the 
| Blood, or too great a Quantity of it, or the 


Ex 1 . 2 15 ; 25 4 
hey threw in Chymical or Vegetable Liquors in- 
to the Humours of living Animals, and made 
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38 The Praftice of Phyfck. 
commencement of -a' ſtagnation in any Bowel: 
The Fatal Symptoms enſuing upon theſe Cauſes | 
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and prevented-by Bleeding, are chiefly,' Deli- 


riums ,Watchings, Inflammations of the Viſcera, 
Anxiety of the Breaſt, Difficulty of Breathing, 
_ ſtopping of the Liquids that circulate io any | 


Viſcus, breaking of the Veſſels and a thouſand 
ſuch like Accidents. Nor does Blood-letting on- 


Ip ſuppreſs the above mention d Accidents, but 
Ukewife reduces the boyling Maſs of the Blood 


to ſuch a Mediocrity of Motion, as is ſufficient 
for a ſeaſonable depuration and ſecretion of the 


The ſame Helmontius has invented another 
Similitude that's equally lyable to the ſame dif- 
ficulties. *Tis this. As a Fever ;occaſioned by 
a Thorn in the Finger can't be extinguiſh'd 
without pulling out the Thorn, ſo all other Fe- 
vers will never be cur d, unleſs the Thorn of the 
peccant Matter that irritates the vital Spirits, be 


- carried off immediately by Diaphoreticks, Purga- 


tives, &c. without expecting any concoction. 
Now, beſides that there are a great many Fevers, 
that are not produced by ſuch a ſenſible Thorn of 
peccant Matter, particularly thoſe which take 
their riſe from Anger, Venery, Paſſions of the 
Mind, c. Theſe Diureticks, and Purgatives 
exhibited in the beginning of acute Diſeaſes in 


order to throw out that imaginary Spina, have 


no other effect than that of robbing the blaod of 
its ſerous part that dilutes and tempers it, and 
ſo diſpoſing it for Coagulatigns and more fatal 


Ebullitions. Hence tis no wonder, what we ſee 


every day, the ſymptoms of acute Fevers _ | 


* 
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The Practice of Phyſick. 


the Fevers themſelves are, to the infinite dan- 
ger of the Patient, exaſperated after an unſeaſona - 


ble uſe of Diaphoreticks and Purgatives. The 
other Similitudes fo familiar to Phy ſicians in the 
Explication and cure of Diſeaſes, are lyable to 


_ theſe and other Difficulties. Such is the Simili- : 


tude of the Heat of things that Putriſie in Moi 


ſture, with reſpect to the heat of Feyers, which 


the Galenit: falſly ſuppoſed to take their riſs 
from putrifying Humours; but that opinion be- 


ing ſufficiently confuted and exploded bythe 
Moderns, I paſs it over in ſilence. Add tò this 
the Similitude of the Head of an Alembick - 
converting the vapours to Water by its refri- _ 


gerating Vertue, made uſe of in explaining a 


Catarrh, which was thought to be occaſion'd by: 


the refrigerated Brain, its converting the va- 
pours that aſcend from the Viſcera into a tough 
pituitous Humour: The Similitude of the Brain 
ſuppreſſing the Spirits by its Frigidity, and ſo 


cauſing ſleep: The Similitude of the vulgar Su- 


ctions, Attractions, and Excretions, brought in up- 
on the day one” of the natural As of a 

living Body. Theſe and an inf nity of other 
popular Simile's are much eſteemd by ignorant 
Phyſicians, who calculate the cure of Diſeaſes 
not by Dogmatick Laws drawn from Nature's 
ſtorehouſe, but by the meaſures of ſome ficiti- 


ous or imperfect Similitude, after the manner a- 


bovemention d. 


| V. 


Ibo L have hitherto given an ill charaQtor of 


the abuſe accruing from fictitious Simile's, conti- 


raed down from the Ages of Barbarity to this 1 
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o ſee em manggd with more Judgment, eſpe- 
cially, when the cure of Diſeaſes is regulated 
by em. For all the diſcoveries of natural and 


Ve Praflice of Pl! 
we live in: Yet I would not have any one to 
think, that I condemn the uſe of arguing by way of 
Analogy or Similitude; but only that I want 


experimental Philoſophy, and even Medicine 


it fell, for this laſt Age, are owing to Analo- 
gy. and Induction, not ſuch as I diſprov'd in 


the foregoing Examples, but ſuch as is perform'd 


by an entire enumeration of the parts, and con- 


krard by a long and manifeſt Series of Experi- 


ments, and which affords general Axioms collect- 


ed from it, like the whole from its parts, which 
give a perpetual Stability to the truth of the 


5 EDN: and chalk out a ſure and conſtant Me- 


of Practice, rendring the Practitioners 


eddy and fearleſs in fixing the cure of Diſeaſes: 
Fo that Analogical Arguments are better calcu- 


lated, than all the other ways of arguing, for im- 
Proving the Arts comprehended under the natu- 


ral Science, eſpecially Medicine; partly becauſe 


| Analogy is a retainer to Nature and as twere 

mix d with it, and partly becauſe it diſcovers 
the tranſition of Opinions into Errour more ma- 
niteſtly, than the other Species of Arguments. 
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Ve will never makeanyProgreſs by theread- 
ing of Books,unleſs he firſt fixes upon a Me- 


 thod of Reading. A tumultuary and inconlide- 


rae w ay of Reading, accompany'd with, an 
inſatiable Deſire, do's but cloud the Mind: bur 
when tis ſeaſonableand conſiderate, and atten- 


ded bythe Converſation of learned Men apd 


the Uſe ot Experiments, it becomes fertile 


_ uſefull. For as over-feeding do's not improve 


Health, neither do's inſatiable Reading enlarge 


ſolid Knowledge. And tis for this reaſon, that 


thoſe who eonfider but a few things with Pru- 
dence,not only judge more perfectly of things, but 


give their Senſe of them with greater feadi- 


neſs and facility. 1 own that we owe a great 
deal of our Improvement to Books; but before 


we can reap from them any plentiful and com- 


pleat Benefit, we muſt be a long time diligent 


in diſcovering and ſurmounting the Errors that 


Authors are uſually liable to, and with which 
they taint our Minds, and ſeduce em from the 


Paths of Truth. By the reading of good Books. 


we are quickly benefited ; but by the peruſal of 


forryones we uren inſtead of Less 
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As for my part, I do not mention this, as if 
I meant to give Laws to Mankind, with refe- 
. rence to the reading of Books. My View is to 
take notice of ſome Errors, that frequently fall 
in the way ot thoſe, who apply themſelves to the 
peruſal of Books in a prepoſterous manner, and 
without due Caution; for this is a ſource of in- 
finite Inconveniences, accruing not only to the 
Readers, but to the Sciences. Some read in a 
tumultuary, confus'd way, others with a con- 
rradicting Humour, and others again for- 
eise their Liberty, cling to the Opinions 
RS - of-Authors like inchanted Rocks, taking their 
Nod for Reaſon, their Orders for Laws, and their | 
= Neſponſes for Oracles. But to.come to the mat 
e 


Thoſe who apply themſelves. to ſeveral Sci- 
ences at the ſame time, are wont to form their 
Iudgments of one by the Precepts and Rules of 
another, eſpecially that in which they take moſt 
Pleaſure: Thus, among the Ancients, Ariſtotle 
formed his Aſlertions of natural things from the 
Doctrine of Dialect ick, and Plato took his Mea- 
=— _ &9hresupontheſameheadfromabſtraged and the- 
ological Idza's, as Proclas and his Aſſociates did 
1 from the Rules of Mathematicks. Phyſicians, 
in like manner, are wont to cover the Know- 
N lege of other Sciences beſides that of the cure 
_ . of Diſeaſes, and if they happen to purſue one 
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pf theſe sciences with too much Eagerneſs, they 
preſemiy judge of Practice, and the cure of Diſ- 
ä 3 eeeaſes 
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eaſes, not according to the regular rules f 
Practice, but according to thoſe: of the beloved 
science, which they cry up, not in private only, 
but in Writings expoſed to the publick View, 
as being highly neceſſary towards the carrying 
on of the cures of Diſeaſes. Whether chis 
Vice is to be imputed to the Age, or to the Au- 

thors I ſhall not determine: But tis certain that ' 

amoſt all the Phyſicians of this Age are tain- 
tedwith it, and that it has brought the Sciences 
into great diſorder. _ Upon this View, Cardilas 
cius in the Preface to his Practice Nn 


ſomewhat warmly againſt the Anatomiſts, for 
pretending that the cutting of the ſmall Fibres | 

ls fo necellary for reaching the Hiſtory and cure 
ef Diſeaſes ; whereas, as he ſays, after the ſpen- 
ding of theſe laſt fifty Years in Anatomical diſ- 

_ ſections, the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes is not more ex- 
act, nor their Cures more Solid, than before. As 
Cardilucius cenſures the Anatomiſts for raiſing 

| ſuch high pretences upon the Diſſections of mi- 
nute things; ſo tis obſervable that the Chymiſts 
have regulated the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes by 4 few 1 
experiments taken from the Furnace, the Coi- 
ners of new Syſtemes by their Sophiſms and 
new minted Words, and the Mathematicians by - 
Circles and Lines. But ] leave it to the Learn= 
ned to Judge what the effect of that may be, 


2 bs, 


Farther, Thoſe who read Books, vſe to em 

ploy their Memory more than their Reaſon; 

they ſeem chiefly to aim at the Learning war 

this or that Author advances, and are altoge: 
ther Ignorant what Sentiments they ought to © © 

form to themſelyes upon the bottom of their 
„% | 5 5 BR. 
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own Experience. If we look a little narrowiy 
into the Writings of ſome of our modern Au- 
thors, well find, that they value themſelves 
upon a long Genealogy of new Opinions, and 
- a medley of various Colours, but not upon an 

_ deſign of making new Diſcoveries, or confir- 

ming former Inventions. Now, I cannot aſſign 
any other Reaſon for this, but that incredible 
 Tniclination for Reading and almoſt Dying upon 
Books; or rather their Lazineſs in never uſing 
_ their own Reaſon, or conſulting Experience. 


And hence it comes to paſs, that the more they 


read, the more confus d they are in their Senti- 
ments of things; and their Confuſion throws 
them headlong either into Scepticiſm or Mad- 
neſs. For ſince the Capacity of the Brain is 
not Infinite, tis no wonder that the innumera- 
ble Impreſſions of Idæa's are mutually con- 
founded, and take the Mind off from juſt and 
diſtin& Judgment ; by which means Men coming 
to a diſuſe of their own Thoughts, contraC 
an Impotency of ever uſing them. This ſort 

of Men, who imploy their Memory more than 

their Reaſon, uſe to be of a ſtately ſupercili- 

ons Temper, and are apt to arrogate to t hem- 


| felvesa right of determining every thing: And 


indeed nothing leſs can be expected of em; 
for that falſe fort of memorial Knowledge (if I 
may ſo call it) puffs up the Mind, and entitles 
them to a fort of ſhining Quality, with which 
they are wont to anticipate thoſe who mean to 


with an imperious Boldneſs, and a formal Gra- 
vity of Speech. %%% -! ̃ 
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There are a great many Men in the World, 
that imploy their Neighbours Strength and not 
' their own in their enquiries after Truth. in the 
common Actions of Life, they always make ule of 
their own Eyes; but in tracing the Nature of 
Diſeaſes, they ſeldom or never have recourſe 
to their own Reaſon, A peaceable Aſſent to a 
probable Thing, and a want of Skill in making 
Experiments or forming juſt Judgments,whick 
many Phyſicians have contracted for want of 
that ſort of Exerciſe from their Youth; this, I 
_ ſay, keeps many at a great Diſtance from the 
Knowledge of the Truth. Theſe Men confound 
Truth with Antiquity, and Falſhood with No- 
velty. New, and even True Diſcoveries they 
brand as falſe, and cry up the falſeſt of the 
Ancient Aſſertions for Truth. The Circulation 
of the Blood, the Diſcovery of the Lacteal and 
Lymphatick Veſſels, the Structure and Uſe of the _ 
Nerves and Viſcera, and a great many other mo- 
dern Diſcoveries confirm'd by the conſtant Voice 
of Nature; even theſe, they ſtand not to 
Cenſure and Abuſe, and that for no other Reg». 1 
ſon, but becauſe they are new. On the other 7 
hand, the Rottenneſs of the Humours, the Saws 
_ guification-Office in the Liver, the Authority 
of the firſt Qualities in producing and curing 
Diſeaſes, and the other Opinions of the Anci- 
ents, which for ſeveral Ages have rendered in- 
effeQual the noble Efforts ofza great many for 
enriching the medicinal Field, and have tainted. © _} 
their Minds with falſe Prejudices 3 Theſe the 


Keep cloſe to, becauſe they pleas'd the Anci · 
eats, and claim a Title of Antiquity, 


- Farther : The ſame very Men are ſuch great 
Admirers of the Ancients, and account em ſo 
Praiſe-wotthy in all kinds of Arts, that they 


.' think we have no room left for Inventions, 


nor mb ground to hope for any Improvement. 
But their Miſtake is ſufficiently made out by the 
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Preſent Age, which has gone beyond all the a -Z 


ges within the Records of Time, in the Glory 
and Multitude of Imventions : Nay, the ſted- . 
dyneſs of Nature in her Operations is further 
evidence for this purpoſe; for by an immutable 
eternal Courſe ſhe diſplays an admirable Con- 


ſtancy and Equality in all her Offices; ſo that! 
Cannot underſtand how it ſhould come to paſs, 


that this Age ſhould produce a Generation of 
Men more dull in the way of Invention, or 


-- fowerin theirApprehenſions, than thoſe of for- 


mer times, But the matter lyes here : 'Tis not 
the Genius's and Judgments of Men that are 
grown Old, but their Induſtry and Applicati- 
on; for the force and edge of the Mind is on- 
Iy broke by Idleneſs; and old Age that 


=— overtakes every thing elſe, has no  influ- = 
© _ ence upon the Genius, which is fortifyed- 


by the ſtrongeſt and almoſt immortal Bonds 
of Nature. Now, if we underſtand this aright, 
*twill plainly follow, that the edge of our Ap- 
prehenſion is not only equal to what the Anci- 


aents had, but wo d far exceed it if it were but 
=  whetted by Exerciſe; and that Antiquity or 


[ Novelty do's not raiſe the value of — | 
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ſo that the Ancients are rather to be imitatod 
than ſuperſtitiouſly admir d. Not that I have 
any Prejudice againſt the Thoughts of the 
Ancients, or mean to depreciate them upon a 
point that has procur d em ſo much Glory: for 
as I have all along followed their unequald In- 
duſtry in enriching the Practice of Phyſick; ſo l | 
am infinitely ſorry that in theſe times we are 
fallen into ſuch Straits, that being deſtitute of 
the Supports in which the former Ages abound= 
ed, we are at a loſs to know how to promote 
the Art of curing Men. And tho many of the 
Ancients draw a Curtain before the Eyes of their 
Readers, yet their Writings have ſome ſcat»s _ 
ter d parks which, if carefully obſery'd,, * 
would ſet their Precepts in a clear Light, 


But leaſt any of the ignorant Tribe, ſhould | 
_ falſely charge me with the diſſwading of young 
Men from ſo uſeful and laudable an Exerciſe, _ 
zs the reading of Books; I think my ſelf ob- 2 
lig'd in this place to confeſs Ingenuouſly, that, 
_ . as Toweto the reading of Books ſome Progreſs 
in the way of Phyſick, which, tho' ſmal}, is not 
hurtful ; ſo I ſhall ever exhort and encourage 
young Men to pnrſveand cultivate the ſame Stu- 
dy. However, that they may avoid thoſe. 
Sands upon which I have oftentimes neceſlarily © 7 
| Rtruck, I think it proper to give them a few  »Þ 
preparatory Cautions. {In order to reap a ſpeedy _— Oo 
and compleat Advantage by the reading ß 
Books, they ſhould always read the approv'd au- 
thors; and if there's one approv'd beyond aa! 
the reſt they ſhould never want him out of thei Ml 
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Hands, as containing the Sum of all that Wif- - 
dom, which they'll ſcarce ever find in a hun- 
dred Authors of an inferior Character. Fora 
Proof of this, let's pitch upon the learned San- 
&orizs, who by his Golden but ſmall Treatiſe 
ee Medicina Statica, has done more Service to 
tue common Intereſt of Mankind, than a thou- 
mund other Anthors in a thouſand Volumes, 
' , Who by pilfering from one another, and ſo run- 
ning as *twere in a Circle, have expos d to the 
publick View a deplorable plenty of Words, 
rather than any eternal- Monument of their In- 
duſtry. You cannot profit by reading, without 
you underſtand what you read ; and what you 
= underſtand, you muſt not give your Aſlent to 
it,, till you conſider whether tis true or falſe. 
Make uſe of your own Reaſon in reſolving the 
_ Queſtions you ſee prefix'd in the Titles of 
Books, and by joyning Experience to your aſ- 
ſiduous Reading, endeavour to make a juſt 
Judgment of every particular. For unleſs 
Reaſor'direas your Studies, Study will not on- 
ly fail in cee. eee, but will blunt 
it, and ſeduce it from the right ſcope of your 
Labours. To dwell upon Books till one is al- 
- - moſt dead and languiſhing, ſpeaks a ſpecious 
F . andempty Lazyneſs; to abuſe them in a ſofter 
=— way, ſignifies Oftentation and Ignorance : For 
tis well known that Letters perfect Nature, 
and tis equally known that Letters are perfe&ed 
by Experience; and when they enjoyn ſome 
general things, unleſs theſe be determin'd by 
Experience, we ſhall never compaſs the wiſt'd 
for End. Tis manifeſt from Experience, that 
thoſe who Die as twere upon the reading of 
Books, become ſtupid and unqualified for all the 
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n. Pattie of Phyſik 
other Actions of Life; . nay, that is not all 
by reaſon of their perpetual Abſtraction from 
things, and che Confuſion of their Ideas occa- 


fond by over- reading, they are uncapable to 
ſerve either themſelves or the Common- wealth. 


On the other hand, a great many Men that have 
read but very little, have always been eſteem d 


and admir'd by Men, becauſe they form'd theit | 


Thoughts and Judgments of things with Pru- 


dence and Sagacity. When you find yout ſelf 7 
indiſpos d for Study, that is, when you have not a 
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ſuch a Space of time may not be ſpent in vain, 
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far as che Publick or private neceſſity requires. 


Vour cunning Men uſe to deſpiſe Letters, and - 
ſimple Folks admire 'em 3 but prudent. Men 
take the middle way, and only uſe em in fo 


* | - chearfull Deſire and Inclination for t, abſtain front 
it at that time; for tho you then read a great 
deal, youll get but little by t. Wherefore, that 
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8 
imploy it either in converſing with learned 7 
| Men, or making Experimente. 


To read Books with a defigh of contradicting; >. 


or for an external Ornament, or to aſſent to all 


in Cautions and Precepts confirm'd by long Ex- 
perience, and theſe are apt to ſlip out of one's 


Memory unleſs. they be carefully fixd in it; 


) 


twill therefore be proper for a young Student 
to have by him a Manuſcript divided according 


to the Titles of the moſt remarkable things } 5 


2 


under which, he may — the — 


_ 


their Precepts promiſcuouſly without any Exa» - 
mination, ſpeaks an Affectation of Knowledge 
rather than true and folid Wiſdom. - For as 
much as the whole Practice of Phyſick is couch'd © 
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30 
Pons and which he may always be read- 


üng over at his leiſure Honts; by which means 
theſe Sentences and Precepts being more firmly 


riveted in his Memory, will improve and per- 


fect the Mind, ſo that he will iatrepidly go 
Wout eden the moſt difficult Cures of Diſcaſes. 
8 The Writi ugs of 4 approy d Authors Ancient or 


Modern, which treat of nice Subjects, are 
not onlyto be read once, but over and over 
Again, and always conſulted; ſo that our Mind 


may be as 'twere new modell d according to 


85 zem, or loſing much time. And as 
Books of the loweſt Form, we ought to read 


their Pattern.. Authors of leſſer Note are on- 
ly vo he read here and there; or if they're read 
over, it muſt be without dwelling long upon 

or the 


em only in Epitome's drawn vp by a fellow 


Ya * 


Student or an Amanuenſis. By this means we 
fall acquire an extenſive Knowledge of Scien- - 


ces and Learning without any great loſs of time 


and health. In the mean time, let's conſider of 


what uſe the reading of Books is, to thoſe who 
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Ni Age ever produc'd fuch plenty of Me- 
dicinal Books as this we live in; and yet none 


ndnd Modern Advances; and we'll find that mere 
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is ſo deficient in Practical Obſervations. - IF 
we take a careful view of ſome of theſe Au- 
thours, well perceive either a nauſeous repetiti- 


on of things ſaid before, or an exceſſive Oſtentati- 


on of novelty,or an indiſcreet mixture of Ancient 
of 
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of the diſcouſe is ſpent upon contention and 

difference, than upon the tryal of new things: An 
Author of a new Book, who perhaps has but a 
{ſmall Stock of Reaſons to back his Aſſertion, is not 
affraid to cenſure and depreciate all the reaſons 
that others tho' Men of Learning have produc'd 
in confirmation of the ſame Poſition. This he 
do's to enlarge the weight and Authority of his 


on Advances. If from thoſe Books you lop off 


the feſtival and exotical Inſcriptions. the Philolo- 
gy, citations of Authours Ornaments of diſcourſe, 


Fallacies, Superſtition and ſuch other vain Ac- 


coutrements, you'll leave but little behind; 


nay inſtead of the true Treaſures of Wiſdom, 
you'll find nothing but ſhadows and Chimera's. 


Since therefore the aſſiſtance of Books do's but 


little ſervice in determining a Compleat. and 


ſtanding Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, we muſt paſs to 


thoſe things which have a cloſer coherence with 
Nature, namely Experiments, Obſervations, Diſ- 
ſections of Dead Bodies, Botanical Gardens, - 


and Chymical furnaces, which unfold to us the 


true meaning of Nature by making divers Ob- 


| ſervations upon it, and variouſly ſplitting and 


torturing it. Every young Student knows that 


he can't find a more learned Book than the Pa- 
tient himſelf, whoſe Diſeaſe will quickly and 


faithfully lay open to the diligent Obſerver a a g 


great many things worthy to be known, that 
perhaps a tedious courſe of many years Rea - 
ding would not bring to his Knowledge. The 


Patient affords a truè and lively Deſcription of 

the Diſeaſe; but Books make Fictitious and De- 

| Poe Hiſtories, by a Redundant Jargon of Fal · 
a 


cies and vain Speculations. However, in or- 


der to paſs from the confuſ'd Labyrinth of Dif- 
pe i 2 E p 
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aeeeüſes, and open the way that for ſo many Ages 
nas been ſtop d up, one muſt not ſatisfie him- 
ſelf with the Obſervation of a few ſick perſons, 
| bdut muſt with equal Conſtancy and Ardour of 


3 | Mind, extend; his Obſervation to great Num- 


From what has been ſaid, tis an obviousIn- 

- ference, that thoſe Phyſicians who are noted 
for great Learning, and an eternal dwelling 
pon Books, are ſeldom ſucceSful Practitioners; 

nay, they can never judge juſtly of the Practice, 
. till they make it their only Buſineſs, and con- 

[ tinue in it for ſome time. We have a pretty 
Story to this purpoſe recorded by Jobn Huar- 
tius, Scrut. Ingen. Cap. 12. © When the Arabian 
« Medicine, ſays he, flouriſh'd in our Country, 
4A Phyſician likewiſe flouriſh'd, who way much 
celebrated for Reading, Writing, Arguing, 
« Diſtinguiſhing, Anſwering, and Making Con- 

3 4 cluſions; and in the performance ef all theſe 
= “ Offices was ſo Eloquent, that his Audience af- 
= « firm d, he could not only Cure Diſeaſes, but 
e even raiſe the Dead to the Fellowſhip of the 
Living. But after all, when he apply'd him- 
<« {elf to Practice, ſcarce any of his Patients e- 

_ _©« ſcap'd the Fate of expiating the Profeſſors 

e empty Knowledge with their own Death: up- 
© on which the Profeſſor, not knowing the genuin 
'< Cauſe of ſo many unlucky Events, and fearing 
his Reputation and Intereſt might in time ſuffer 

„ by 'em, bid adieu to the World, and ended 

8 « his Days in a Convent. The ſame Author 
haas another Story that is yet more appoſite to 
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dur Purpoſe. .. A certain Phyſician, ſays he, pri- 


2 8 


te vately importun d me to tell him how it came 


« to paſs, that he who had long study d and 


&« perfectly Learn d the Art and beſt Rules of 


e prognoſticks as deliver'd in Books, was always 


<« diſgracefully miſtaken when he apply d em to 


ce his Patients, and coud never come the length of 


<« Prognoſticating the Truth. So far he. *Tis a- 
greed upon by the moſt Judicious Authors (as 
Huartius obſerves in the place above quoted) 
that Argenterius ſurpaſs d Galen in reducing the 
Art of Phyſick to a more perfect Method; and 


yet tis ſeig of him, he was fo unhappy in 
curing Diſeaſes, that moſt of his Patients ei- 


ther Dy'd under his Hands, or fell into Incu- 
rable Diſtempers: Upon which Account his 


Country-men were ſo frightend, that they 


_ ceaſed to imploy him. ?Tis needleſs to draw 


out of Authors further Examples of this Nature, 


ſince every Day furniſhes us freſh Inſtances. Your 
Phyſicians therefore that are extream Learn- 


ed, and over-forward in Philoſophy and Theo- 
ry, and like Spiders are always ſpinning out 


Wiſdom out of their indigeſted Thoughts; 


' theſe Men, I ſay, will never prove good Practi- 


tioners, unleſs they ſubject themielves wholly 


to Experience, and a continued courſe of Practics: 
For Diſeaſes are of a hidden abſtruſe Nature; 


they work out their Effects by ſuch ſecret ways, 
and ſo remote from human View, that tis ver 


hard to trace em without diligent Obſervation. 


This made Hippocrates cry out ſo often in his 
Works, that there is ſomething of Divinity 


(S476) in Diſeaſes: And if we conſider ei- 


ther the Structure of the Body, or the Original 


and Cauſes of Diſeaſes, or the Eſſects of * 


E 3 


„% i erat. , ce 
dies, wel ſtill find reaſon to cry out with Hippo- 
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crates v5 Sen; nay, a ſingular happinels in cur- 


i ing Diſeaſes, ſpeaks ſome divine thing in the 


Phyſician himſelt; for your Men of ordinary 
Learning, have that zus la in tracing Diſeaſes 

and applying Remedies, that the moſt Learned 
do ſometimes fall ſhort of. We conclude, 
therefore, what we have already prov'd;that 


a Phyſician tho admirably well skilld in the _ 


Sciences, and acquainted with Books, will never 
be a good Practitioner without Obſervation and 
Experience in the way of Practice. If any one 
. ſpeaks or acts againſt this Poſition, certainly 
Nature will obje& to him, what the Ancients 

_ _ did to the Dialect ici, viz. My Son you come 
from the Univerſity, you breath Pride from an 
empty Cabinet, from an unlearned Breaſt. 
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The prepoſterous reading of Books, and the 
pPeoebrnicious Cuſtom s making Syſtems. 85 


N order to vindicate the true way of Inter- 
pretation, in oppoſition to falſe Interpre- 
ters, 'twould be neceſſary to purſue two Argu- 
ments, one againſt the falſe Interpreters of Diſc, 
eaſes, and the other againſt thoſe of Books. 
But in regard that moſt of this firſt Book is ta- 
ken up in correcting and reſtoring the true Inter- 
pretation of Diſeaſes, which for the moſt part 
is now corrupt aud depravd; it remains ly 
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rors of the nterpreters of Books, and the Hu- 
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Medicine and the other Liberal, Sciences be: 


ing trampled upon by the Barbarians, fell into 
: the hands of the Arabs, but it overwhelms me 


with Griefand Regret. For as that wasthe firſt 
Date of the Acquaintance of the Arabs with the 
' Grecian Books, ſo all their Commentaries upon 


em are rather the ridiculous Genealogies of uſe- 

pinions, than the genuin Senſe of the 
A : And this falſe way of Interpretation 

ſeryes not only to raiſe their Authority, but to 
ſtifle all further un yen; For P 
ſertion, we need on 74 to caſt our Eyes upon the 
Ages that ſucceed 
which, che bewitch'd Phyſicians did nothing but 

p and gad round the narrow Circles of | 

he Arabian Commentaries z and thus ſpending - 
all their time in canvaſing the Works of a ons | 
Men, fell into almoſt a total Diſuſe of Thin 

_ *Twas by thoſe Means that fo many van 
Comments, and ſuch an infinity of Capital Er- 
rors crept in upon Phyſick; and ſo the noble Art, 
which had in all times been the Governeſs of 
— became a n Waiting Maid to eo 


of of this Aſ-. 
the 4rabien School, nn if 
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© Thoſe who undertake the Interpretations of 


Books, endeavour to uſher in their Commenta- 
ries with all ſorts of Panggyricks vpon their Au- 
thors, eſpecially if they are Authors of the 


lower Form, or ſuch as need no Commentaries ; 


and giying a full Range to all the meaſures of 
Self ⸗Conceit, are not afraid to faſten upon em 


. the Epithetes of Divine or Admirable, or the 


"Miracle F their: Age, and to recommend the 


matter they treat of, as being the product of 


a Divine Genius, and of the higheſt Importance 
to all the Members of the Republick. Now?tis 


not the Neceſlity of Vindicating of promoting 


the Glory of ſuch Authors that prompts em 
to this Practice, but a hidden Itch of procuring 


the Applauſe of Learned Men upon the Plea of 


commenting on firſt Rate Authors. Mundinus's 


Anatomy if compar'd with our modern Anato- 
my, is as far ſhort of it as a Flea is of an Ele- 


phant ; and yet not only Cardanus but ſeveral 
other Learned Men have plac'd their Glory in 


Crying it up with the higheſt Elogies, and grace. 
ing it with the higheſt Commentaries. The rea- 
ſon that induced Cardanus and others to ſuch 


Undertakings, ſeems to be only a Vulgar Sloth- 
fulneſs in never trying their own Strength, nor 
daubing their hands in the Diſſection of Bodies 


the Conſequence of which was that Aſundinus 8 


Text paſsd among em for an unſhaken Truth: 


And for the ſame Reaſon Practitioners being 


ſcar d, either by the Inconſtancy of Succeſs, or 
by the Severity of patient Obſervations, apply 


Fo. themſelves at laſt, not tothe Diſcovery of the | 


Pbæno- 


— 


upon their own bottom, 


FPhhyſick, did not bebave himfelf ſo; for tho he 


perceiv'd with Indignation the Obſcurityof Diſ- 
(caſes, and the Difficulty of making Enquiries, 


and bit upon the aukward Thought as upon a 
Bridle, yet he dived into Nature, and with a 


fixt Reſolution purſued the propoſed end; till 


at laſt by an indefatigable Patience in the way 


of. Obſervation, and by the Importance of his 


Diſcoveries, he gain'd the Aſcendant of all the 
Phyſicians that the Records of time can reach. 


And as the Anatomiſts of the Age we live in, 
by a narrower Scrutiny into Nature, and the 


frequenter Diſſection of Corps and living Ani- 


mals, have diſcovered that Mundinus s Inter- 


preters knew but little of Anatomy: ſo, if a- 
ny ſpark of Truth ſhould be added to Practice 
by this Method of ours, after 1 have made my 
Exit, it will give ſucceeding Ages to know how 


but fo Interpretation of uſeleſs Books. 
Hippocrates the great Parent and Preceptor of 


wide thoſe Phyſicians are of the true practice of 


- Phyſick, who prefer the Barbarous Commenta- 


ries of the Arabiens,to the Study and Practice of 


their own Obſervations. 


* ® SER * 
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Sometimes Commentaries are obſcurer than 


7 phe Text; and that becauſe they either dont 

now, or elſe contemn ' the true Rules of 
Interpretation. He who undertakes to Interpret 
Books, ought to be furniſhed, not with a Vul- 
gar and Superficial, but with a Solid and Deep 


Knowledge of the Subje& he pretends to ex-- 
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plain: Juſt as the Criticks dg, who before they | 


pretend | 
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pretend to unlock. the obſcure placks of Poe 
or Hiſtorians, ſpend a great part o — 


mn purchaſing the Knowledge of the Cuſtoms, 
Wars, Ways of Living, and other Circumſtan- 
ces of the Age in which the reſpective Authors 
Flouriſned. Now in order to comment upon 
Books of Practice, I look upon that Knowledge 
to be neceſſary which is the Product of long Pra- 
ice, ard patient Exerciſe. This Thought is ju- 

" Rifyed by three of the greateſt Interpreters 
that ever were, namely, Duretys and Mar- 
_ Franus among the Ancients, and among the Mo- 
derns, the Celedrated and Learned Lncas 
T1224 preſent Phyſician to his Holineſs; each 
of whom ſpent the greateſt part of their Life 


in exerciſing Practice, before they attempted 


to comment upon Hppocrates's Works: For that 
Author's Works being nothing elſe but the pure 
Juice of Practice, a ſuitable Interpretation 
cannot be derived with more Certainty from a- 
ny other ſource than the very Exerciſe of 


Practice. So that tis no wonder that the Com- 


mentaries of a Perſon whoſe Knowledge is ſu- 
Perficial and not very near allied to the Subject 
in Hand, ſhould prove more obſcure than the 

Text. A great many uſurp the Name of an In- 
terpreter, who in effect are unworthy of that 


- - Title; for upon a narrow veiw of their Com- 


mentaries, we don't meet with the Explication 
of an obſcure Meaning, ſuch as is neceſſary to 
let the Reader into the Author's Senſe; all 
their Periods are ſtuffed with a bulky ſhow of 
Learning, an Oftentation of the Greek or He- 
brew Language, and an Infinity of Quotations | 
of Authors and Sentences that have no uſeful 
Relation to the Subject: Beſides, the Tent 5 
B : \-- i t 
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I The Proflice of Phyſick 39 
= ſifted and explained not according to the Bal - 
lance of Truth, but purſuant. to the meaſures 
of the Prejudices to which thoſe quoted An» 
thorsor the Interpreters themſelves are liable. 


_ Commentators do often times faſten ſeveral 
Opinions upon their Authors that they never 
ſo much as dreamed of, with a deſign either to 
proclaim to the Learned their Acuteneſs in the 
way of commenting, or rather to favour the 
rules of that Hypotheſis to which they 
have retained from their Youth. Now ſince 
Interpreters lye under theſe and other Errors and 
are ſo far different from the other three we com- 
mended but now; we had better conſtrue Au- 
thors acording to our own ſenſe, than croud and 
diſturb our Mind with foreign Fallacies. For 
ſometimes the avenues and paſſages of the Mind 
*  _ are ſo obſtructed by the obſcure and irregular \ 
1 Idols of Commentaries; that they can ſcarce 
afford clear Room to the genuin and natural 
Rays of the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, which dart in 
upon us from Obſervation. But after all, by 
this way of ſpeaking I don't mean to ſcare Phy- 
ſic ians from Writing Commentaries, but on. 
ly to oblige em to do it with Judgment. In 
earneſt, when I ſometimes conſider of the cauſe 
that has laid ſuch ſevere Fetters upon the 
1 of Phyſick, and hindred its progreſs © 
from its preſent deplorable Straits into the Wi 
der bounds of Nature; I have nothing elſe in 
View but the propoſterous way of commenting, 
and the tedious and unnatural Study of Phyſe 
cians in psyinginto the Works of the Arabia. 
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Method of Study having reign'd for theſe two laſt 
Ages ina'moſt all Univerſities, and there being no 
Body to give the ſeaſonable Adminition, tis no 
Wonder that Phyſick being by this means pluckt 
up from its Roots, does at this Day neither ex- 

——. _ _ -rtits power, nor grow up like athriving Plant; 
aut on thecontrary breaks through and overturns 


Words, by popular obſervations,and by noble 
Experiments turn'd into a Fabulous Theory. 


- Theſe and ſuch like Abſurdities will be avoided 
by thoſe who heedfully mind the following cauti- 
ons. In commenting upon Practical Books we 
, ſhould take the Interpretations. of Nature for a 
jj pattern; and upon that ſcore we may imitate the 


# 


wal; 15 


comparable Interpreters of Hippocrates, whom 
pe commended above, and who have retriey'd the 
primitive Majeſty of genuin Commentaries and 
Aid it open to poſterity.We ought not to run too 
far out in Panegyricks upan our Authors, but 
FE / to obſerve a regard to the opportunity of Place, 
 (  Tinieand Merit; and where our adverſaries have 
poke well, we ought not to tarniſh their ſenſe 
' by a malicious interpretation. We ſhould nei- 
ter deſign Violence nor lay Snares againſt the 

__ > Judgments of Men, by foiltiag in diſputes that 
Akte remote from the true ſenſe of the Text, 
| F and are deſign d rather to procure Praiſe and 
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Veneration to our ſelves, than to unfold obſcu- 

_ ities. | Our Interpretations muſt be free of that 
” confuſion which oftentimes breaks the Thread of 
the Doctrine and of the genuin ſenſe; for the Truth 
will Woner ſhine out of Falſhood than an of 

| „ 5 | Cone 


more than into thoſe of Nature! for that 


the Judgments of Nature, by the ſhadows of 
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Confuſion. The Idols of the Mind, the Preju- 


8 dices of Hypotheſes, and Preconceptions drawn 5 
from other Sciences, muſt be entirely laid aſide; 
buy which means we may eaſily diſcover the mutu- 


al tranſitions of Errors into Truths and Truths 
into Errors. A Commentator muſt be indiſſe- 

rent as to Novelty and Antiquity, neither of 
which is to be laid in the ballance with Truth; 


for what is Ancient or Modern, is not thereſore 


pe Practice of Phyſik. 61 


true or falſe as ſome Phyſicians imagine, who by 


that means give riſe to diſpute and contention. | 


The Author commented upon ought; to fuffer 
neither Detraction nor Addition, but to be pre- 
ſented entire and like himſelf; nay his meaning 
| ſhould be ſo expreſt, that his own Virtues may 


his diſgrace. / It muſt be expreſt Word for 


Word, and the very local poſition of the 
Words muſt ſometimes be retain'd, eſpecially _ 


upon a matter of great importance and obſcu- 


rity, ſuch as we meet with in ſeveral Texts of 


 Hippocrates's Works. Al Interpreter muſt not 


aſlume the office of a Judge, ſo as to reject what 


he do's not like, and ſubſtitute his own Adyay- 


ces in their Room: And indeed the greateſt part. 
of Interpreters are guilty of this Crime, 5 Fo 


which, as any Reader may eaſily perceive, 'al 
Sciences and eſpecially Phyfick have been much 
injur d. Further, an Interpreter muſt avoid 


ſpeak his praiſe, and his own Vices proclam 


r 


contradicting the Author; and he mult not he 


too apt to doubt. Indeed upon the obſ cu. 
reſt Texts, he may proceed like the Academicks 


in making Queries of every thing, and affirming 


nothing for a certainty, till after a long and pa- 


tient conſideration; and if after all he can't 


come at the ſenſe of the Text, he had beſt leave 
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7 it untouch d to be pings 400 explaind by . 
ome happier Genius. The Interpreters who are 
| 1 F Mo arm d 42 thoſe and the like Cautions, will do 
| 1 N Juſtice to themſelves and their Authors, and 
1 _ happily go through their Task. Having thus 
del the Errors of Interpreters, our Me- 
thod would lead us in the next place, to fall 
upon thoſe, who obſtruct true Practice by the 
coining of new Syſtems: But in regard we 
have allotted a whole Chapte r for that Subject ” | 
in the latter part of this nee we e think it more 
Ir 10 to wave ĩt at 1 
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FE 4 Hindrances that have Ts 4 
. the NEE of Phyſick, that is not the 
25 2 which conſiſts in tying it up to Methods. 
and in digeſting and adorning it with abftracted „ 
and uſeleſs Notions. For that Methodical way 
gives out the Science to be entire and reduc'd as 
twere to a ue plus ultra; the conſequence of 
which is, that Men are rendred not only leſs 
induſtrious in hunting after new Diſcoveries to 
illuſtrate and enrich the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes; 
but likewiſe ſo ſelf confident that they fancy. 
they haye already reach d the very bottom of _ 
che Science, And tho' it ſometimes * . 
)!, 
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Ihe Practice of Plyſick- 63 
that a new and uſeful Obſervation may fall ian 
their way; yet upon the conſideration that they 

cannot accomodate it to their Method and way 

of diviſion, they throw it away and contemn. 
it as being forreiga to their Profeſſion. This 

makes it out that our Anceſtors behay'd them» 
ſelves more prudently. They knew very welt 
that Method and regular Partitions might illu- 
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ſtrate and ennoble Med'cine,but at theſame time 


they were ſenſible, that at that rate it could 
not be confirmd or arrive at a higher pitch. 
Accordingly, whatever Diſcoveries they made 
upon Diſeaſes by a long courſe of Obſervation; 
theſe they threw into Apboriſis or ſhort Senten- 
| ces, ty'd up to no Rules of Method or Scho- 
laſtick Subtility, but clearly and openly delive- 
rd. By this means they chalk'd out to Poſteri- 
ty both the naked Images of inventions, and 
the void Spaces left for the | inſertion of the 


new and ever multiplicable Voices of Nature 


Now, this ſo neceſſary a way of promoting 
Phyſick, is at this day quite in disuſe. For the 
Modern Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, tho' at firſt View it 
may ſeem to becopions, yet in effect tis barren 
and unprofitable ;' nay, if we conſider the ted _ 
ous digreſſions to Philology, the ſuperfluous Nar- 


 raives, the hungtry Queſtions, and ſuch othes - - 


triffles that accompany it, tis really infirm and 
corrupt. For, if we except thoſe few  Obſere | 
vatours who have mightily enlarg'd the boun- 

daries of Medicine by a diligent and naturat 

deſcription of the Medicinal caſes and Hiftoriesy 


all that the reſt have added, with relation to 
their falſe Theory, and ſuch other triſſles, has fa. 8 

ther cramp'd than promoted its progreſs NW 
tie way of ſetting down the Solid and repeak : 
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Nerves or Membranous parts. 
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64 The Practice of Phyſick. 
ed obſervations of Diſeaſes in a ſhort and az 
- . phoriſtical Stile, will ſufficiently appear from 
the ſucceeding Diſeaſes, which were examin'd by 


patient and repeated obſeryations made in the 


. Plenrip. | 


* 
ee 
* 4 j 
* * 
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Ik you would diſcover a Pleuriſy, place your 


chief care in obſerving the Nature of the Pulſe. 
The hardneſs of the Pulſe is almoſt an infallible 


fignof all Pleuriſies; and while the Pleuriſies are, 
| fadden or complicated with other Diſeaſes of 
the Breaſt, it you obſerve a hardneſs in the 


Pulſe, 5. e. too great a diſtention or Vibration 
of the Artery, tho the other ſigns are abſent, 
you may aſſure yourſelf that the Patient is un- 


der a Plenriſy; for a hard pulſe is an inſepara- 


ble companion of all inflammations upon the 


Having thus diſcover the Pleuriſy, during 


| 8 te whole courſe of the Cure, mind nothing 
more diligently than the difficulty of Breathing; 
for the Pleuriſy is more or leſs hazardous accor- 


ding to the greater or leſſer difficulty of Ręſ- 
Piratio n: ⁵ñZñff 


A A good Reſpiration is a good Omen, but a bad 
bone is always to be dreaded. Thus we find that 

Reſpiration is rendred more difficult as the Pleu- 
- Tiſy increaſes, and upon the approach of Death 
tis difficult to the laſt Degree. But Progno- 
ſticks taken from the Pulſe are not ſo certain; 


for in the Diſeaſes of the Breaſt, nothing de- 
parts ſooner and more eafily from its aa - 


I) Prackice a en, 6 
ren in mere enn 
any danger; and once or twice I order, Blesd- 


ing, normithſtanding chat the Pulle nas in 


bat conditiog, becauſe the Indication of Bleed «© 


9 


n 101-107, bur... ON 
Such Pleuritical Perſons as were ſeiz d wa „ 


ſuant to my repeated obſervations in the La, = 
Hoſpitals.z but eſpecially at Rome in the Re — 
ning of the Year 1694. at which time the Nin. 
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ln the Roman Climate Bleeding is the prin- 
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66 The Practice of Phyſick. 
8 Iãs ſeizd with a pain in his ſide or Back, or any 
2 .__ other part of the Breaſt, together with a dif- 
. fcculty of Reſpiration, fo that he cannot breath 
without keeping his neck upright, in that caſe _ 
the Tubercle is 'turn'd to an Inflammation, and 
tends to ſuppuration, which muſt be immedi» '- 
ately taken care of. This Caution of Dodone- = 
uus I have obſerv'd to be juſt in two inſtances in 
the Hoſpital, after having diſſected their Corps 
and conſidered all circumſtances $ 
In a Pleuriſie, when an Indication of difſbl- 
yang appears, Camphyr and the Remedies pre- 
par d from it, are almoſt an infallible ſecret for 
performing that office, eſpecially if the Pleuriſie 
is epidemical and malignant. or rather occaſio- 
ned by an extraordinary thickneſs of the Blood. 
Ik the ſame Indication continues, about an hour * 
after the exhibition of the comphorated Med- 
dine, let the Patient drink a pectoral Decoction, of 
1 the Roots, for inſt ance, of Maſterwort, Angelica and 
COCOoltsfoot, and the leaves of Scabious, Coltsfoot, 
= Ce. The Decoction muſt be drunk not only. 
= warm but very hot, that the elaſtick and active 
i parts of the Roots may be convey'd in a ful! 3 
= ſtream with their entire Vertues to the affected 
part of the Lungs. The exhibiting of Liqugrs | 
= _- very hot is to me a ſecret for diſſolving ſtubborn 
/-/ viſcoſities in an Epidemical and Malignant Pleu- 
*//- riſie, as well as in all other Diſeaſes of the 
- © Breaft proceeding from the like cauſe.” For I. 
have ſeen Patients in a manner livid for want 


e 


of Reſpiratibn who have been quickly relieved. 
© þby repeated draughts of a pectoral Decoctiog 
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the Diſeaſes of the Head, ſo tis very pernicious 
in thoſe of the Brealt, eſpecially if they are a- 
cute. For this reaſon, we muſt avoid Purgati- 
on in a Pleuriſte and take care the Body be not 
render'd too ſoluble hy a repeated uſe of of. Gg 
ſters; for by-vheſe means the diſeaſe will 4 —5 
aſperated; tine ſpitting ſuppreſs d, and the Sym- 
ptoms Will: be linflamd to the Patients ruine- 

After the ceſſation of the! pain of inflam 1 
_ parts (eſpecially in the caſe of a Pleuriſie or the, | 
Inflammations of Membranous parts) if the Fes 
ver ſtill continues, or increaſes, being attended, 
with a low intermitting and frequent Fulſe, 
cold Sweats, &. tis a fatal Omen; for in 12 
Hours time the Patient will turn delirious and 
ſcdon after expire ; the Inflammation having ter- 
minatedd in 4 Sangrene. This Caution we owe _ 
to Hippocrates, and I have ſeen three iobapcay | 
_ conh 4055 it in the Hoſpitals. 
Pleuriſies are frequently unperceiv d becauſe 5 
a are painleſs,” and this gives riſe to groſs 
akes in the way of Practice. In order to diſ- 
dver theſe occult and indolent Pleuriſies, make 
je Patient lye down upon his right or left Side, 
and after he has fetch'd his Breath with force 
and cough'd once or twice, ask him if in Breath 
ing or Coughing, he felt no pain or heavineſs 
in any part of his Breaſt; and aſſure yourſelf 
that a Pleuriſie is ſeated in that place where he 
feels the pain or heavineſs. By diſcovering 
Pleurifies in this ne Lhave deneſitced * 
ny Patients. 
The Relapſes of Pleuriſies, are, almoſt all of 
em, mortal, EI to Hippocrates ;, rho ae 
© 2 | 7 


Nice 5 | "I - EPO 
ſay. . the Pain and Fever having ceas'd for in⸗ 
abe en the 14th Day, return again on the 21 
or an other Day, that Relapſe Hippocrates calls 
mortal. But if only the Fever returns Without 
any pain in the fide; the caſe is not ſo deſperate. 

Tho after all, the gn of Pleuriſics are 4 
ways to be dreaded. 

When an Inflimmation'of the pleura o or Tu- 
bercles in the Lungs, terminate in an Impoſt- 
hume which turns to Pus, then a violent conti- 
nual Fever is followed by an intermitting Terti- 
an or Quotidian, commonly about the 7:6 Day, 
which is a certain ſign of the beginning of the 
Impeſthume; as the learned Dr Morton in his 
noble Treatiſe of the Phthiſick Lathers by: ex- 

ience out of Hippocrates, 

Pleuritick Perſons are happily cur'd by mere 
ExpeRtoration, and whoever goes prudently a- 
bout that, will quickly find that the Pleuriſie 
gives way : for ſweating and the other evacua- 
fioas are not ſo beneficial, becauſe they do not 
evacuate the aſſected part. | 

If the ſpitting commences before the ath Des. 
ir 1 the Diſtemper according to Hippoera- 

; for after the 4th Day, the Patients ſtrength 
| being exhauſted, and the ſpittings being thick- 
er, they are not ſo eaſily 1 up, upon 

which the Diſeaſe is inflam d. 

- Thoſe who exhibit Purgatives in the begin- 
ning of Pleuriſies ſuppreſs the ſpitting, and in- 
flame both the Fever and the Diſtemper. And 
thoſe again who give ſtrong Diaphoreticks in the 
beginning, occaſion a Delirium or ſome W 
vebemeßt ENT of the Head. 
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In the regular Diſcufſion'of a 'Pleuriſie ke Ra- 

ver ought firſt to ceaſe, and then the Prin uf the , 
Side; but if after the! ceſſation of the Fainn 
che Fever remains, or increaſes together Witk 
che other nen the Patient is inna hat“ 

Condition. 2 TOM 299999 5:5 A obs: 

If in a pleuriſie the ene nurn get 
twas once ſtop'd, and is © — 

_ Jour, 2 853 eſeribe Bleeding; Dakar Blood | 
letting the 0 i will ſtop,” and the Patient 
will Die. hich 1 have ERIE or ſive int 

ſtances, in the Hoſp ital. nome 

If after a regular ſpieting; we Patient ſpits ng 
more, tho, the Heavineſs and Pain of his Rreaſt 
continues, "ris a pernicious Sign. Tis era 
that no Pleuritick Perſon was ievericurdoawhoſe 
Pulſe was very hard, and for that reaſon ſmall, 
and'very frequent. Galt. Lib. ts Precognoiex Bur 
| Ju, and in ſeveral other place. 

In a Pleuriſie Looſeneſſes are per nicious; in 
which caſe I have frequently exhibired: the fol. 
is Bolus with very good ſucceeſs; Take of 

Requies Nicolai and Diaphoretick Antimony uf = 
each a Scruple ; mix and make Pills to be taken 
at Night. For the Opiat ſtops the Loaſenefs, 

and the Antimony throws out the Humours obõoͥ f 
che Skin, purſuant to Hippocyaress Maxim, Alm 1 
Taxitas,” Cutis Denſitas; when the Belly d 
looſe the Pores are ſtop d, and e contra: Where, 
fore, if the beginning of a Pleuriſie is attended 
with a Looſeneſs, preſcribe the foregoing Bo- 
Ius immediately; and after the Looſeneſs is 
for d, order Es wa 225 an Indication 

ä t. OS 1. Nana 
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he Profle gfe q pick. 


it the beginning of a ſolitary and exact Pleu- 
Ade the ſpittings axe but very Scanty, the Pulſe 


hard and frequent, and Reſpiration: ſborr. . 


alf a difficulty of breathing and expectorating 5 
happens i on any Day, Whether the 24, 4th, 


Jtb, 7th, &c. either before or after bleeding, 


Ipteleatly clap a couple of Bliſters to the Legs, 
vſuant co Hippocrates's Caution, In Pulmoniis 4. 
numborer funt ad erura opt imi ſunt. 1 have ſtill 
bland; that the Application of theſe Bliſters 
prbmotes the ExpeQoration, facilitates Reſpi- 
ration, and ſtops the Looſenneſs if there be a- 
ny ; and ſoon after the Patient recovers. 
Is In a Pleuriſie, Peripneumonia, and ſuch ther 


inflammatory Diſeaſes, If the Blood drawn out 


of the Vein, has not a white Cruſt on its Sur- 
face; tis a pernicious Sign; for in that Caſe, 


the Subſtance: of which che Cruſt is compos d, 
remains in the Lungs, and ſtuffs em up; upon 
Which the Fever, Inflammation, difficulty of 


Breathing, and other Symptoms do quickly, in- 
creaſe. If at the ſecond Bleeding this Cruſt 
begins to appear, tis a good Omen: but if ir 
dos not appear even then you muſt give over 

or elſe you il kill your Patient : for 


Lua Bloodletting robs the Blood of its 


more volatile Part, and fo diſpoſes it the mare 
for Coagulation. This Caution was communi- 
cated to me by the Learned and Humane Lanci- 


| ſine, formerly Phyſician to Innocent Xl. 


Such Pleuritick Perſons as ha ve a noiſe of much 5 
Phlegm in their Breaſt, a ſad Countenance, and 
a golden Tincture upon their Eyes, are in a 905 


Netate State. e Coac. 


In 


The Page of Pl 4 


la the Declenſion of the Pleuriſie, if the 1 7 

men ſometimes ſwells with Wind and ſogxerimes _ De, 
falls, tis a good Sign for PL the Patient - 
15 s curd Aba the . 1 i» 


0 f Fevers, in Ga. 


In the beginning of acute bees 0p 
from Purgatives, and from over Volatile and 
Violent Remedies ; for the Diſeaſe being yet 
Crude, .youl] either throw out what is not to 

be evacuated, or inflame che Fever, or ſtiffle the 1 

Patient. 5 
Loet no Catharticks or ilar Diaphoreticks 
be given before the 7th Day; for the peccant Mat. 
ter is yet Crude, and mixd with good Juices, | 
and do's not yield to ſuch Rem ies 5 the 
Signs of Concoction appear. | 
In continual Fevers, if the Veſſels be over- 

turgid, if the Blood runs impetuouſly to the 

Head, Lungs and other Members, and threatens 
"6 Phrenſy, if Youth and a hot Temperament 

be added to the other Symptoms: In this Caſe be 
ſure to let Blood in the beginning, that is, before 
the th Day, and repeat the Blood letting accor- 
ding as the Symptoms require: For the Veſſels be 
ing by this means empty d, and the Maſs of Blood 
as cwere looſen d, you make way for the Diapho- 
reticks, Purgatives, and ſuch precipitating Re- 
medies as are proper in the Status or . of 
| the Diſtemper. 


e 


If you have the leaſt ſuſpicion of a Mali. 
gna nt Fever occaſion'd . a n avoid 
| . like a Plague. 
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; £00 2 tt Vomits are more or leſs 
Figper according tothe Variety of Countries 


nd Climates. At Rome we do not find em fo 


| Cafe in Fevers, as others do in the Northern 


Countries; ſo that in preſcribing Remedies, you 
muſt always have in View the Nature of your 
Qlimate, and the Temperament of your Coun- 
try- men z and ne ver preſcribe out of Books 


without a nice regard to theſe. 


., In Acute Fevers, the Phyſi cians are blamable 


for two things, namely, a confusd and. oyer- 
5 bulky meddly of Med'cines,” or elſe W gabie 
and immethodical Adminiſtratiqh 

it, that t the Patients lye under 
_ veniencies, that the Periods of Diſeaſes are ſo 


Hence is 
nany Incon- 


Various andenconſtant, and their mutual Permu- 


rations Incredible. Theſe the Ignorant Phyſi- | 

_ "clans impute to the Nature of the Diſtemper, 
- andnot..to their unſteddy and ſpeculative Me- 
Thods of Cure: But time will undeceive ' us yet 


further. os 73 | 
In this, Climate (Rome 1 mean) I commence © 


the Cure of acute Fevers with Bleeding, and not 
With Purgation, unleſs it be attend with an 
exceſſive Vomiting, or uſher'd in OF an immo- 


derate Repletion : And I have frequently ob- 


ferv'd, that immediately after Bleeding there 
inſues a bort of ſweat to the eat of he Pati- 


An exquiſite Temitertht Fever is very com- 
mon about this Town; nay it reigns a moſt at 
all times: Which Galen was not Ignorant of, 
- when he liv'd at Rome near Minerva forum, in the 
Street that leads now to Agprippa's Pantheon, in 
the Reign of the N Am onind a 8 to 

5 Wnom 
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dk Phyſek;areconſid 
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whom not only Galen, bu 


e 2a $ 
t the whole Republick 
erably indebted. Tis id, 
_ that When Galen made the firſt Theriarw at Rome, 
o tie great Sarisfaction of the People, this 
anda Medal Wiek the following Inſcriptiun, 
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© GALENO MEDIC. M 
% PHE IF ITS aft 1 ot . 
But to aveid Digreſſions: Experience is wi 
eſs, that Semitertians are very brief here; and 
Galen as I ſaid above affirms the ſame thing; 4 
toe: com. 28. and de morb. ep. towards the end. | 
And now that I am ſpeaking of a Semitertiam, 
_ *twilll not be improper to inſert the Words 
the Learned Fans upon that bead hien 
Jou may read in his Commentary on Dodomwus. 
© This Fever, ſays our Author, Aff the Ven- 
< tricle, eſpecially its Nervous parts and the 
„Liver; and for that reaſdn I think tis juſtly 
_ © Uſted into the number of mortal Diſeaſes. 
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Oftentimes it degenerates into a Hectick, or 
brings on a Dropſie by reaſon of the great 
Obſtructions; as Hippoeruter-obſerves, 1 Epi- 
Lem. com. 3. Apb. J. &c. This Fever is very 
common ameng the Clergy, the Nobility and 
e the Courtiers 5 among Young Men, and ſuch 
*'as Tead a ſlothful Life, whilſt they live high; 
among thoſe who pamper and humour them- 
© ſelves too much, and among the inhabitant 
© of hot Countries ; in purſuande of which, we⸗ 
find theyre very frequent in Ethiopia and L. 


© tal. or | 


FCC EE 


, 4 O 4 I 7 
"= ? " a ? . — g $7 E 1 © 4 
Ip « * 4 - # E * 5 1 x i 0 : : 1 5 
4 * 1 5 2 
* 


1 


| - by * * 

N I _ 1 ? £ ; ; 

1 s E * N . , * * ES By | _ 
; 5 y : £7 8 1 . Y : 3 . 
; : $f * 3 by 5 K : Y ; 
, 2 5 ; 
* * 
3 : | Uy 
l 5 f 
* 


ro „ re Of A AR 


4 - 


— F ˙²˙ ˙i . EE Bop at RE ee FEE: ns oe be) 
„ Fes TO ee nee 8 Drs; Nay RF 
l Ws ES) 8 8 is 
. 7 id 1 75 : 
* 7 5 * ; 5 
Es k * 
, ; 
* 
7 9 W ws . 
4% REY . 
1 : * 


—_— ances in this order. =» 
. (we ie Paroxyim'attacks the Patient every Day; = Ki 
= tone day tis feverer with a redoubled Shiver- ME 
ng, and the other tis milder as every one may ob- 
= ſerve. Tis a long and dangerous Diſcaſe;and com- 
monly attacks Men or ſuch Vouths as are upon 
the Borders of Manhood and that in the Autumn. 
The Stomach is chiefly affected; and the other 
Symptoms are ſometimes a Lethargy, ſometimes 
Watchings, the Tongue dry and parch'd, Cc. 
Since I am ſpeaking of Fevers, I can't but 
mention my Surpriſal, in ſeeing moſt Phyſici- 
ans derive the Origin of Fevers from an Acid, 
and endeavour a Cure by Antiacids, to the great 
Detriment of the Patient. For if we take a right 
Vie of the Matter, we ſhall find that Aleali: vari- 
gdiauſiy alter d are rather in the Fault; for whatever 
done in a living Body, eſpecially in the Blood, is 
brought about by Fermentations, which being re- 
peated again and again, rais d to a higher pitch, 
ar unduly alter d, produce Plenty not of Acid 
Parts, but of an Alcali, Lixivious, Sharp and 
Calcind salt or the like: This we obſerve chiefly 
in Fevers, in which we meet with manifeſt Marks 
of Sharp Alcaline, Lixivious and Calcin d Salts, 
and oftentimes make a happy Cure only witng 
diluting Med cines qualifi d with a gentle Acid: 
Witneſs, the Ardent Fevers, For this reaſon, 
can t but extol the Sovereign Vertue of the 
c u of Antivimy, which by its ſubacid Quali- 
tr ſtiffles in the Bud, many Fevers occalion'd 
bdbya achangeof Air, as well as others of a more 
ardent Nature. The Fevers that Rage at Rome 
in the Summer Time, upon the change of the 
Air, (not to mention the Errors of Diet, that 
are frequently committed in rambling out as | 
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eaſure of the Country, which fre- 
quently gives riſe to theſe Fevers, without any 
influence, from the Air) the Summer Fevers, 1 
ſay, proceeding from a change of Air, are pro- 
duc'd not by acid, but by alcaline ſharp Salt 
for the various Particles of the Earth and of | 
Minerals, being raisd up into the Air by the 
Heat of the Sun, are there attenuated by the 
Acceſſion of freſh Heats, and ſo cohobated and 
volatiliz'd as to aſſume an Intenſe Volatility, and 
an alcaline ſharp Nature rather than an Acidity. 
The Particles thus Volatiliz'd,being communi- 


Ex 


* 


I : 


cated to the Blood by Inſpiration, do firſt dit- 
pine its Maſs, and the Diſlolation is preſently 
followed by the Effects of Coagulation. For the 
Truth of this, we. appeal to Experience; For 
Acids, even thoſe of the ſtrongeſt Claſs become 
either ſweet, or inſipid, and Alcali's,after a Fer- 
mentation, whether raisd by the Sun, or oc- 
caſion d by an inteſtine Motion of long Durati- 
on; for the Fermentation breaks the Edges of 
the Acid, and converts the Acid into an Alcali .. 
Accordingly we ſee Treacle Water, which 
aat firſt is Acid, becomes Sweet after ]ũ.ñ 
Years ſtanding; nay the very Acid Spirits dul- 
cifie of themlelves by being long kept: And ſo 
of all the reſt. But after all I dont deny that . 
| . cids produc in the firſt Paſſages and communi. 
v7 cated to the Blood, may ſometimes putit into an 
23 irregular Fermentation; tho at the ſame Lime 
1 muſt ſay theſe Acids muſt be oyer and over 
Violent; for otherwiſe their Edges would be io 
broken by undergoing, repeated. Fermentations 
with the Blood, that they would of neceſſity be- 
come Alcali's, and ſo either prove Inoffenſive, 
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F by affuming the Nature of 4 morbific . 
Mi forder the parts and gire riſe to Dif. 
Ses: Which was the Concluſion I offer d to 
pre; But of this more at large int a e 
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ney the, Diete of Children, Beule 927 
Mil, we Goo, always to ſuſpect Worms. For 
hey either 1955 1) ah the PDiſtemper, or it 
F tie progreſs of 72 che latent Worm-brood is 
fred Ip, and gives plenty of Worms. 
"Children and Ferne of a Phlegmatic pitui- 5 
tos Conſtitution” 8 they call it) are more ſub- 
_ 1 Worts than adult an Choleric Per- 


a 


25 es Children are Much 2 8 to the wring⸗ 

i or their Belly with their Hands, is 4 ſign 
Jtent Wotms ; but if they are likewiſe 
Hubled with pes the fign is much furer. 

** There's by = occaſion to DDR Worms 


ts 
* Hh Ak K «A, > 4 


toms hit accompany 2 Fag Piftemn 


9 0 5 they are ſeiz d A Apoplectick Fits” 


1 dh 4 coldhefs in their Limbs, à very low Pulſe 


gan is almoſt always a ſign of latent Worms 


2s well as hem 4 Speechleſneſs and ſome- 
Times unexpect Madness In ſuch cafes there's 
nothiag berrer for adult Perſons, than to exhi- 
27 We out of Hand in Broth rmelve Grains of 
S | Mere 


A to Worms; -juſt as in the Diſeaſes E 


1 be. Prakkte 1 hel. . 1 
As Auleis and fix Grains of Scammenly. 1 
ſulphurated. For Children the doſe muſſ b 
leſien d:; or which is yet better, you yo bh give 
em crude Quickſilyer to the bigneſs of a es 
| your Broth; for it operates miraculouſly. "Che 


"hw the D Diſcaſes of C Children we I i LEY 


Women we have in a regard to the Menſtrual 
Flux and Hyſterick Fits. Generally ſpeaking, 
in ſome ſtubborn Diſeaſes, both of Men and 
Women, and ſuch as obſerve no peculiar Peri᷑-̃ 
od, we ſuſpect a venereal contagion, which ao 
CS adays i is either Hereditary, or derivd from the *. 
Nurie's Milk, or being once faſtud npon the 
| Blood by the Sins of FVouth and dhe courſe ef 
humane Frailty, is never afterwards extirpat 3 
but ſtarts up of a ſudden under the mask ot 1 5 
divers Diſeaſes, and creates a great deal of 
Trouble to the Phyſician; whom Lwould ad- 
vide to be wiſt and ſagacious. OY 
Take of. crude Mercury. right cold — : 
Ounce, Graſs Water and Purſſain Water, f | 
each four Ounces: Macerate for two hours, ſtir- \ * 
ring often and tightly; then decant and ſtrain | 
the Water, leaving the Mercury in the Vellel. Zh _ 
There is not a better Remedy than this againſt, 


Der W itneſs Dr Bates the agli 1 5 
an. 1 2 5 
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T0 1 all on a ſudden with a trembling; - 
eſpecially among Children, is taken by the old | 
Women for a certain ſign of Worms. But the | 
ſiume thing happens in eruptions of the Mea» 85 
les of py PRIN as * N vs 3 — F 
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FE the Gut — 5 which are ſometimes very = of | 


1 = Piet 7 Ph 9 0 . 


E have frequently obſery d in my ohn Pri-- 
"The: colick in Children Springs very en 
trum Worms. Matthew's Pull, I mean thoſe 
which in England are called Starkius's, are ve- 
ry much cryed up for mitigating all ſorts of in- 
ternal pains; but whether that Vertue extends 
to the Worm Colick, I have not yet met with a- 
ny thing in Books to inform me. But of theſe 
more anon, when I come to diſcourſe of 
the Colick. They are fold at Rome by Mr. 

Gotti an Apothecary. 

Worms Sculk Gaines: in the Gatten of 


to be reach d b = Med cines; and thence it comes 
to paſs not unfrequently, that the very beſt of 
Remedies fall ſnort of che deſir d ſucceſs i in we 
cure of 'Worms: jos 
Drops of Blood iſing from, the Noſtrilsi in 
continual Fevers, are ſometimes a Sign of latent 
| hrs, according to the moſt J udicious Au- 
Ts. 1 
If you bave but the leaſt ieee of Worms) 
h would not have you to delay the exhibiting of 
oper Remedies, for we have frequent inſtances; 
in which they ſuddenly carry off not oni Chil- 
dren and Infants but even adult Perſons. 
In the Year 1694, I joyned with a Friend of 


+ mineatRome, in making an experiment upon 


Worms, and found that live Worms put in 
the Spirit of Wine, and in the Water of the in- 
fuſion of Wormſeed, dy d after 5 Hours: when 
put into Wine or into the Solution of Aloes, of 
the extract of Germander, and extract of To- 
* they a d after nine Hours. 0 9 
ock 
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aus the Morning we put freſh 3 

to the Oil of ſweet Almonds, and found them axe 
the next day, only they were in a drowſy Lan- 
guiſhing condition. Some we put into the juice 
of Lemons, and found them not only alive rt 
very well the next day, as well as thoſe we had 
put into a Veſſel half full of Quick - ſilxer, ob- 
ſerving that in this Veſſel they avoided the con- 
tact of the Mercury, and uſed their * | 
forts to get at the Head of. the Veſſel. | E 2, 


Of, the Small ber and the he., 


a 15 HE 


"Hawn - acute e Diſeaſes 925 e mall k por Fin 15 
inconſiderable Figure, and in regard che mals 4 
Blood is then infſam' d, and as it were ſet on Fire 
and blown upon by a Malignant fort of Air, 


a Phyſician ſtands in need of à great deal f 


1 Prudence, and Sagacious Parience in 

anaging the Cure; nay he is bound religiouſly 
= obſerve the Motions of Nature, or elſe he will 
fall into pernicious miſtakes. 


Thoſe who purge, in the Verde of the 1 5 


.” Small Pox, or exhibit violent Diaphoreticks, 
do frequently add fewell to the Fever, and ex- 
cite internal Inflammations, Delirium's, inflam- 


3% 


f Ones, and a great many ſuch like Symptoms. 
I The Eruption of the {mall Pox is the work 

of Nature; for which reaſon Nature ought to 
beobey'd, and its motions humord and back'd 


; dy ſeaſonable Remedies. In earneſt, in the cure 


of Ke eſpecially ſuch as we call 2 6 
| 3 


matory diſorders of the Lungs, moſt violent 
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„ M. ede , 


3 A great pte wiſdom lies in keeping our 


| nds 
0 1 untalated with the prejudices of Sciences, and 
dur Theory clear of the Errors of the Schools, 
2s well as unbyaßsd by Humour and Inclination; "x 


and in taking care net to Thwart the Motions 15 


of Nature by unſeaſonable Reme dies 

Ik the Blood boils too high, if ir flies up o 
dhe Head with a rapid current, if igflammati- | 
ons of th the Viſtera and delirium's'are at Hand, in 
- | ſich caſes 1 inſtantiy let Blood un that in a 


Quantity anſwera ble to . rgency of the 


occaſſon. In the mean time, I preſcribe the gel- 
I of Hart s- horn, the emulſions of the Seeds 3 
with Water of Violets, the Oil of ſweet Al. 


i 


monds with Broth qualified With the cold Seeds; 


Force of the Blood, and Keep it it from rangin 
beyond the Bounds of its Channel. This Ne 


W 


85555 which. means I karge check the 1 impetuous N 


5 thod. I continue. to the fourth day,” at which 


BY time, if the ſmall Pox begin to appear, J aſſiſt 


7 and ſecond the Motion of Nature with gentle 


| Diaphoreticks, ſuch as the Gelly of Hart's- 


horn, &. and carefully obſerving Nature's pro- 


| nant to the various im 
of the Humours. 


vs * 


8 
* 8 
3 


. .£ty, ſtartings 
| — order ſcarified Cupping Glaſſes to be apply- 


4 he ed 0 the ſhoulder. Blades, whereupon, there I 3s 


follows a preſent Revulſion of the faging Blood, 
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1 Ereſs, I give a yarious turn to my Med cines, 
| olity or mines, A 


4 5 About the fourth day, if the imminent rh- , A 
; 0m affets the Head with great Heat, Anxi- 
of the Tendons, &«. I immediate. 


the abovemention'd Symptoms are Stiffled in the 1 
5 bud, and EIN * final! 1 Pox come a * 15 


—57 


be Practice of Phyſick: By 


If the Blood drawn from the Veins, ſhows - 
upon its Surface a white large and groſs Cruſt; 
ſuch as we meet with in all Inflammatory diſor- 
ders, it ſpeaks that the ſmall Pox will be nume- 
rous and very dangerous. This I have ſeen fre- 
quently, and have heard it inculcated by the lear- 

ned Phyſicians' that attend the Hoſpitals in 
Itah; and I recommend this and the abovemen- 
tioned: hints to the Reader, as being the pro- 
duct not of pleaſant Speculation, but of patient 

and Stern Obſer vation. 3 


If the Blood flies impetuouſly up to the Head, 
and if he Hypochondria be diſtended, I order, 
Spungesiloak'd in warm emollient Decoctions, to 
be applied to the Palms of the Hands and Soles _ 
of the Feet, and by that means the Symptoms are 
much abated. I , 
The Diaphoreticks preſcrib'd after the fourtn 
Day, muſt be more or leſs active, in proportion 
to the greater or leſſer accenſion of the Blood, 
the Degrees of its force upon the Head, Lungs, 
and other Viſcera, and the Urgency of other 
Ser Crit os 3 
A flow Lingring Fever without ſhivering or 
cold Fits, a heavy dulneſs under Sleep, a pain in 
the Head and Back, ſometimes a Hoarſneſs, 
ſomtimes a Bleeding at the Noſe, are Signs of 
the approaching ſmall Pox: Witneſs Dodonaus 


in Praxi. Cap. 20. Lib. 2. 


In the Diſeaſes of Children, we ought al- 
ways to be jealous of two things, namely Worms 
and the ſmall Fox; and we ought never to be 


4 


© 7s 
«> % 2 


32 The Profiice of Phyſick: = 
poſitive of the Nature of their Fevers, till af- 
ter two or three days, that we may be ſure as 
c 4h. 
When the ſmall Pox are a coming, I have 
_ dbſerv'd the Fever that vſhers them in-exaſpe- 
rated with violent pains in the Back. Convul- 
| Five Motions, in the Fevers of Children, that 
have not had the Small Pox, foretell that the 
Small Pox will appear next day: Witneſs Do- 
or Sydenbams infallible experiment. 
Me conclude therefore that a very acute pain 
in the Back, ſome convulſive Motions, a Cough, 
Watery Eyes, &c. foretell that the Fever will 
be of that fort which retains to the Small Pox. + 


x £ 


© a0. ſometimes a ſudden Sulocation. 
- Thoſe who ſpit much in the Small Pox, ſel- 
dom dye of them; nay I never ſaw them car- 
rey off one, that had the Benefit of Spitting. 
5 Valſabmid. 1 4 70 . | . 7 I 2 1405 „„ 
If an Infant is ſeiz d on a ſudden with Epile. 
ptick Fits, it ſpeaks either Teething or the Small 
Pox; and if the Small Pox appear after the Fit, 

they are always of the milder ſort, and ſeldom 


Sos SEU ⁰ ² ¼ͤ— ro m 
Take of the Oil of Sweet Almonds, two 
Ounces; Sperma Ceti, three Drams; diſtilld Oilof 
Rhodium, four Drops : Mix, and make an Oint- > 
maent according to Art: This is an admirable 
remedy for defacing the Pits of the {mall BE. 5 


'F 


Te Prathic f 2 wk 
it mitigates the pain, takes off the 2 
* as ts learn'd Log Ba es 5 has well obſe 


„ 


IF AED Perſons are not well taken . of i ia 


the ſmall Pox, they oftentimes dye Frentick; 


So that in ſuch an Ape, the exceſſive Heat bes 


8 De diſcreetly check * e v0 
fluence N. the Head. : 1 at] £ 0 e FIND | 5 7 mf of 


5 * 


of the Col 


þ * > 1 * | Ts 
. — < ” As 5 *%+ $4 — 
. — 
5 : i ; « 4 ; 
S ; 1 e 
a n 
* 4 4 3 N. " 
; 9 N N 
* 5 — 


+ . 


1 \ billous « Colick is 1 8 mh 


| abſcence of Speech and. a Hoarſe Voice,” which | 


laſt during the whole courſe: of the Diſh , 


This Hoarſneſs uſes likewiſe to appear in bilious 


Fevers, {d that we may juſtly reckon it a Dia» 
gnoſtick of ſuch Diſeaſes as ſpring from the 
Bile, or from the Salino. ee . 1 
wand of the Blood. 


In a ſtubborn Colick, Af there comes a Sohle 
RE: and univerſal Sweat with an extream Weak- 


Palſie. 


* 2 an unequa al Diſtention; py Conſtiition'® : 


the Billy, and a ſtiff contrackion of the'Muſeles, 


- accom . Colick; tis a Sign the Neryesare 5, 


affected rather than the lnteſtines. 


The readieſt conſequence of a Colick is a a Fal. 
ſy; iy: and therefore you muſt be very cautious in 
G 2 ex- 


N a _ 1 


3 2 ay propheſy: cr N rie of. 4 
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. . he Patte of Phyſik. 
Sit ag large Quantities of Opiats; "hay they 
„ as be 2 * plentiful Sweats, and 


& then a Palſy. 

| 1 is 7 7 true Antidote of 3 Co- 
1 # Bek, from any cauſe whatſoever; eſpecially, if 
= it comes after a Sudorifick of Harts Horn Philo- 
ſophically prepar d, Diaphoretick Antimony, 
1 and the Powder of Unicorns Horn. 


When 4 1 ou uſe Opium in a Colick, be ſure you 
always add Caſtor ;'for it corrects the Nar- 
cotick Vertue of the . and allays me 
Pains. . 


I have frequently * the 800 ſucceſs of 

che following Pills in a Colick proceeding from 
the Viſcidity, groſſneſs, and preternatural Aci- 
_- _ diry" of the Aliment or Humors in the firſt 
paſſages;' Take powder of Rue, and Sal Gem, of 
each equal Quantities, Skim'd Hony A gent 
8 To make a Maſs. 


= I muſt likewiſe recommend to you the follow 
=_ ing Powder for an Arcanum; Take of the Pow- 
2 . der of the Leaves of a Wild kig Tree that grows 
upon the ground, and not upon a Wall, half a 
Dram; Elm Leaves pulverized a Scruple. Mix 

and exhibit in Broth. Twill lay the pain im- 
mediately. This very Powder taken in White 
Wine is. a Specifick in Nephritick pains, only 
the Wankity of the Elm Leaves ought then to 
exceed that of the Fig Leaves, whereas in a Co- 

lick the e ae EMS Leaves is Aa 
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6 kept up before by the ſpaſmodic contraction of 
the Fibres of the Inteſtines. To this purpoſe is 


the corps of ſich as 
vers, and had been torturd with à diſmal Pain 
in the Belly as if it had been a Colick, found che 
Inteſtines inflam d and overrun with a St An- 


1 The Praflice _ Ply... 
1 a | ſtubborn Convulſive Colick, and WW. 


dick Pains of the Belly atiſing from à tha 
gnawing matter, eſpecially if ae 5 
with Thirſt dryneſs of the Tongue and an Uni- 
verſal Heat, I never met with a more 50 ꝙ,ẽ 
reign Remedy, when all others fail'd me, than 
Bleeding in the Arm, and a diluting, Anodyne - | 


alter d chiefly with Chamomile. After Vene 
ſection, I have ſeen the pains preſently ſtiſſed 
and Glyſters immediately thrown out that were 


the obſervation of Sp; een, N. in 4 
yed of Semitertiau Fe- 


tbony*s Fire: In which caſe, to omit Bleeding and 


ſubſtitute Purgation in its Room; as tis com- 


monly done, is a very pernicious Practice. 


The Colick pain abates a'moſt a 2 a 
Bath, and theretore you ought to have recourſe © 


to a Bath, when the pain is obſtinate. 


The Belly- aches occaſioned by walking bare- 
footed upon the cold Floor, are quickly cur'd; 


by applying hot bricks to the Soles of the Feet; 


for the pain in the Belly Decreaſes as the Heat 


of the Feet Increaſes. _ 


I have obſerved an odd fort of 2 ferret and 
unexplicable Sympathy between the Diſeaſes 
of the Belly and thoſe of ther Skin. I have ſeen 


Colick Pains turn to Arthritick ; and N 1 
; tek 
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. pains, on the 5 Fu Hand N or t * 


the acceſſion ot a Colick or a Looſnek. To this Ws 
urpoſe wWe find Hippocrates ſaid; A Tooſe: Belly 


= ; makes a thick Skin, and a thin Shin makes 4 con- 8 


fipated Belly. Ang accordingly we experience 


in our Practice, that ſtubborn Looſeneſſes are 


readily cur d by. Diaphoreticks, when other, 
bins ab ineffectual, ch ED 5 


If the Excrements are not retain'd; if he 


Pain ſhifts and Intermits, the Sn will us 4 


? * be Well. | | 
A coulick turns ſometimes to an Impoſthume, 


and! ſometimes to a Dropſie. | 


7. the Pain relents upon the Expulſic on of the 

Excrements or of Wind tis a good Sign, not- 
withſtanding it returns again. In a Colick ac- 
company'd with a Vomiting, cold Sweats, Cc. 
when every thing elſe fails, the Tincture of Am- 


ber, both Cures the Preſent and * the 


"$0 imminent Fit. 


Before you exhibit. Opiats, be ſure you al- 


F ways inject a Glyſter. Diaphoreticks joyn'd to 


Opiats are happy Anticolick Med cines. But 


you'll do your Patient no kindneſs, unleſs you 


* 


carefully diſtinguiſh: between a Humoral and a 
Conwulſive Colick. All cold things are unfriend- 


5 £ ly to the Breaſt and the Inteſtines ; be ſure 


therefore That you avoid em in che Caſe of a 
Colick. 


el * eh Colick ie ie Y 


| . 74 1 fly from the Acid of Wine, is cur'd by Sudorificks 
lone, provided an ene N be med 
1 Sg 7 acd 


lace in the E Free. In ſuch caſt 1 commons. bs 
ly make uſe of a Pill made of wy e and - 


| Confectio Aleber mes, or Hyacint hina, &c. 


Matthews S (alias Starkins S) Pills are incre- ; 


dibly Beneficial in all Pains whether Internal 
or External. Invenereal Pains I uſe to mix with 
**m Gum, Guiacum and Mercurius Dulcis, and 
preſcribe our Antiveneral Decoction to he drunk 
above it. The Compoſition of theſe Pills is to 
be met with in the CNET TINY of — Baits 
an Engli Phyſician. 2 


Sometimes Purgatives are e of wa ue in a 
Colick, eſpecially if tis not attended with a 


- Vomiting and a Fever; and if they are given in 


a liquid Form. In my own Practice ! common-- 


ly preſcribe a Dram of the Powder of Ch. 


i, ordering to be drunk above it Bech — 
lify'd with Chamomile Flowers. 


When the Colick Pain is fix'd to one e placs, # 


and accompany d with a Fever, it uſes to ter- 


minate in an Impoſtume ; but if che Pain RO 


we meet wien no . thing, 
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In the Climate of Rome l have obſerv'd, that 
bliſtering Plaiſters applyed to Frentick Perſons, 

kill d more than they cur d, or at leaſt did more 
harm than good: But in a Caſe of this Impor- 
tance we opght not to paſs a raſh Cenſure. 
In the ſame Climate I've obſervd, That bli- 
ſtering, Plaiſters appiy d to delirious Women 


were more Beneficial to them than to Men; and 


that ſeyeral Women in that Condition got hap- 
If a Delirium is threaten'd or appears alrea- 
dy, inſtead of Bliſtering I uſe to open a Vein 
in the Foot, or elſe the Salvatella in the Hand, 
and then preſcribe diluting Med'cines of the 
cold Seeds, Melons, C, by which means I've 
ſeen the Delirium quickly checkd. _ ham 5 
In acute Diſor ders a black Tongue is a'moſt 
always followed by a Delirium. | 


Whea the Patient is Delirious with an acute 
Fever, a parch'd Tongue, and the Signs of a 
great Inflammation upon the Viſce-ra, if you 
then apply bliſtering Plaiſters, all goes wrong 
and generally he Dies in Convulſions; whereas 
if you breath a Vein in the forhead or Arms and 
then allow a liberal and continued uſe of dilu- 
ting Med cines, you'll eaſily compaſs * 
. ä 


But 45 this is more Aa lag in in our c Treaiſe + uſe - 
& abuſu Ve ſicantium. . 1 Pd 


If a Looſneſs inſues upon 2 Delrium, eſpe- 


cially when che Diſeaſe tends toward a Con- 


coction, it gives a happy Solution; and 1 have 
oftentimes obſervd, that Delirious, "reſtleſs and 
anxious Patients, have been much better, in a 
Days time, after the acceſſion of a Looſneſs. 
Going upon this repeated Obſervation: that a 
Looſneſs takes off a Delirium. I trace Nature's 
Steps, and have try d oftener than once the 
good ſervice of the Powder of Cornachini, 
ordering to be drunk above it large quantities 


of diluting Med cines, of the Decoctjon of Bar- 


lep, Filings of Harts- horn, Sal- prunel and other 

dulcifyins Ingredients; eſpecially if there be 
a great heat upon the Viſcera, and , 15 
ſuſpect an Inflammation. 


If a Frenzy turns to a Lech 2 an * 
ly ſign ; but if a Lethargy turns to a "Oy 
it promiſes well. 


Ardent Fevers arealways ating with high- 


colour d Urine; and therefore if in ſuch caſes 


the Urine becomes whiter and thinner, and be 
accompany'd with Watchings, Perturbations of 
the Eyes, a Stammering Tongue, &c. you may 
_ ſafely prognoſticate a ſpeedy Delirium. 


A thick groſs and muddy Urine in acute Diſ- 
eaſes, is follow d for the moſt part by diſorders 
of the Head; fo that when ſuch Signs appear, 

if the Patient inclines to Sleep, and has a low 
Pulſe, with {ſuch like "RT of Coagulation, you | 
| may * 
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may infallibly aſſure the By-ſtanders , that a 
| Lethargy is not far off. But if this ſort of 
Urine is attended with Watchings, Head- 
aches, a dryneſs of the Tongue, and a burn- 
. Ing heat upon the Viſcrra, a Delirium will 

ily viſit vou, as I have frequently ob- 
ed in the He ſpitals up and down Italy. 


According to Valſebmidius, the gentler ſort 
of Acids, and the Cinnabarine powders with 
— Enmilions, are the chief internal Remedies in 


- Many Mad People have been cur'd by be- 
duckd in Water, after the ſame Method 
with thoſe bit by a Mad Dog, whoſe only 
Care conſiſts in a r pe groan immerſion in Wa- 
der. This Method of Curing mad People, has 
been tryd in England with” great Succeſs by 
Mr. Robertſon ; br” Mercurius, the Son of Hel- 
Dun, 8 us in his Treatiſe De Homine, 
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Ulets you Uekhrch aiginspid! Walen 4 Ca 7 
vulſive: and a Humoral ARON, au Ae : 
Os happy cunt rf | 


If your Patient is treubrd ith 4 Uificulry: 
of Breathing , open a Vein in the Arm, not- 
Moe the W of a Dropfy. 152 6 | 


N. 


If in the Night time, 2 - ecially aftet thres 
or. four hours Sleep, the Patient awakes'of a 
ſudden „with a violent Aſthma and Sbffocg- 
tion Fits upon him, and preſently runs to the 
Windows.in queſt of the free Air; you may 
reſt aſſur d that he has a Dropſy in his Breaſt - 
eſpecially if his Hands or Feet begin to ſwell; 
and the Face loſes its wonted colour; and 
above all, if he obſerves a heavy Numneſs, or 
a beginning Palſy in his Arm Wie meet juſt 
with ſuch a Numneſs in the Arm, in the other 


Diſeaſes of the Lungs , particularly a Peri- 


pneumonia, .. If a Pleuriſy or Yes ag Fo 
invades Aſthmatick n, 5 Ty ON, 
dye of it. 


A Dyſury or difficulty of Urine, coming 
upon an Aſthmatick perſon, is a good ſign, 
and upon the ſudden Ceſſation of the Dyſb>- _- 
e Aſthma returns. in confirmation or. 


this 


* 
Be 
I wr, 


* 


The | raflice 5 ey . 


| this „I have made the Obſervation . 
times, that in the Diſeaſes of the Breaſt, we 
ought always to puſ toward the Urinary Paſ- 
ſages, Nature having ſhewn us the way; and 

that there is a great ſympathy between the 


s and the Breaſt, as well as the Privities 
the Breaſt ; the Diſcaſes of which Parts 


undergo a mutual Commutation. . 


The Diureticks „prepared from Lixivious 


and. Acid Salts, are not ſo very ſafe in the 
- Diſeaſes of the Breaſt ; for they raiſe the Cough 
and exaſperate the neſs. But on the other 
hand, the powder of Hoglice, the Preparations 


of Turpentine, the Balſam of Peru, the Deco- 
ctions of the opening Roots, Fernelin? s Syrup 


of Marſh-mallows, Cc. promote Urme wy 


verfully; and at the ſame time are not © 


" fenſive to the tender litrle l of the 
5 Lungs. 


- 'lmpoſthumes. happening i in this 21 of Aſth- 


manch 3 may chance to take off an 


No tthmarick Fits return panes 3 in 
a cold and moiſt Kir eee Alter bard 


| Drinking. 


An Aſthma may eicher proceed from one's 
Parents, or from an + Er way. of Li- 


6 Ling. 3 


An Aſthma ſticks by Old perſons till they 
dye; and ſametimes che ſame i is the caſe of 
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kat and Ile perſons a are e moſt lable e to an 
: Aſthma. | 8 — 


Sometimes an TY ne turns to an In "Sc 

tion of the Lungs; and upon that. ſcore ou 
_ ought to be cautious of too volatile Reme- 
dies; for theſe may readily produce an Inflam- 
mation in the thin and tender Membranes of 


the Lungs, e por Tae IE a great ſtream 
of Blood. . 


A violent Aſthma Gntigs Sehne the Pax 
tient to the laſt Extremity ; in which 
Death is prevented by a ſpeedy: Veneſection; 
and that repeated, if Neceſſity requires, or | 
r both Arms at once. Sperma Ceri 
from 8 up to a Dram diſſoly'd in very bot 

Broth, is likewiſe very ſerviceable in procu- 
ring a freer reſpiration; but in a particular 
manner tis of wonderful uſe in that ſort of 
= „ which is call d 3 Fituitous and Hu 
mora 


„ 1 of Repletion, or That ofa C 2 ca. 
tarrh that's ſpeedil ay. diſſolvd, is attended with 
a moiſt Cough, and if this Cough ceaſes and 

the Excretion leſſens , while the difficulty of 

breathing remains, one's 15 * Reg: , 

De n K. 5 
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Looſhelies 20168 8 from Grief and 


 Incurable; if the cauſe 'of the Grief- remains. 
This ſort of Looſneſſes uſes to be followed by 


an-erratick Fever , till the en waſts * 


Pines away to Deat n. 


Jooſneſſes are pernicious in the Diſeaſes — 
the Breaſt; they are likewiſe very offenſive to 


Women in Ode. and Children 425 with 


* Fevers. bo 

Von mat ngt begin the Care of a.Looſaef 
ee Med cines, for by that cans y you 
will occaſion ſtubborn Obſtructions of the Viſcera 
and Inteſtines, which at laſt are ſucceeded. by 
bi. obſtinate Drop! IN tient 99, 

- The cating. of. Meat 2 — look, o 
what 500 mult avoid ĩt as much as you can. 


Nothing renders the Belly more coſtive chat 


the uſe of Venery; witneſs, Hipp. J. Epidem. 
Aeriut, ib. 3. cap. 8. Paulus, lib. 1. 7 5 13. who 
all aſſert that the exerciſe of Venery dries the 
Belly. The ſame is obſerv'd by _— Luſttanus, 
Cen. 11. Obſer. 47% | 


22 Thoſe who aremuch taken up in study or 0 


Dometic Cares, are coſtive. Coſtiveneſ 8 is 


7 a one 


1 IN Pl 


the Paſſions of the Mind; and are in a manner 


* 
ſtops 3 Fo] 


GT: 


all day long, 8 : 


w_ fe * 
8 . * 7 1 


nde people have 


| 5 fainting diſorders of the stomach accom- : 


panied with a Dyſentery „by chewing Cinnamon 


one of the e Endenial Diſemper 01 th 2. 


leni the ſpice of chat | 
Maſtication ; . F 5 


Sometimes a (orga Med'c cine 18 a . 


gerous Superpurgation, which frequently” oc- ö 


cCaſions ſudden Swoonings ; and in this caſe a 
Scruple or half a Dram of Venice Treacle ſpee- 
dily puts a ſtop to the evacuation; Which I have 

ſometimes wonder d to ſee in the Hoſpi al _ 

the Preſcription. of an old Phyſician; ': 


The ſmoak of Turpentine thrown WR Hil 0 
ing Coals, and received by the Fundament, 
cures an inveterate Looſneſs, a men A 
= Cn, a relaxation of the Anus, G. 


I!, perſons Ill of a Looſneſs Void x Saffon- e 
el d bile, not unlike the ruſt of Iron di-. 
ſolv'd or red Bricks, it 7 a Peſtilential hu 
mour, which will carry off the Patient, purſuant 
to the conſtant Obſervations Thave made 1 = 


r inſtances. Cheſnau l. 3. c. 6. 


214A. gf : 4 * xe 11 


lf a Looſneſs inſues upon Anger, ow o0d 
51 but if the Loolne 925 s 


eſs yo” not 
0 Jou. may expect a Feyer. ' r. c= 


I have frequently obſervd, and indeed 1 
ve heard it confirmd by others, that in 


ſome Diſtempers, eſpecially thoſe of” x a M 
N To, s as the e Os, and 


ne even 


EO 
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. other Hs the ſick es 


taken, a little Time before their Death, with 


1 a Motion to go to Stool, and many of em 
Die in the very Time of the Evacuation. 
This deſeryes to be maturely weighed. 


A bilious Vomiting is unlucky in the 555 
5 inning of a OI ou: Coas. Pren. Seck. 3 


| "Moſt: + of thobizko. Die of. e are 
Ai by a Sphacelus of the Inteſtines, which 
appears at leaſt three Days before their Death; 
for then the extreme Parts begin to grow cold, 
their Pulſe is low and unequal, their Senſe of 
thirſt and their Pain is not fo violent, and ſome of 
n delirious ſome Hours before they Die. 


If a Dy ſentery without a Fever does not 
eil to other Remedies, we muſt have recourſe 
to the Tettuccian Waters, which if given ac- 
cording to Art, will infallibly compaſs the Cure. 
Of this I have ſeen two or ka Ar oy | 
| rat Admirationun. | 


lf the uſe of aſtringent Medcines i is fein — 
0 by an Inflammation of the Belly, and a 

greater Difficulty in Stooling, Rhubarb ought 
to be frequently us d, interlacing now and then 
ſome Anodyn Mixture. made of the Syrup of 
Corn Popies, Water of Violets, Requies Ni- 
colai, & By theſe Means you Il make a Cure. 


1 the Cure of a Dyſentery be cautious of u- 
{ang too great a Medly of Remedies ; your Med'- 
eines ought. to be few and ſimple. I have often 
rd _ with nothing elſe but Whey 

| . given 


4 


Nay ſeveral Authors take this ſot a great Anti- 


Glyſters, by reaſon that they occaſſon a greater 


tumult in the ulcerated Fibres of the Inteſtines. 
ht therefore to be Jes but Ob 


They ough 
and that ina ſmall Quantity. 


If a Dyſenterick Perſon be taken. with a Vos 2 


3 miting, tis a dangerous Caſe, 


The Hickup i is a mortal Sym tom, 400 fo 1 
the Jaundice.. A N 


Forerunner of Death. 


In a mortal Dyſentery the Stomach Balke . 
as well as the Inteſtines, and chat. is the vouroe i 


of ſo many Exis. eee 
I 


is Caſhve are an admirable Anti- Dyfenterick, I 


only they muſt not be given in the beginning... 


If a Dyſenterick Perſon 'is f. 
mmation of. the Ton 
— 5 there 8 no opes left. s A: 7 


If the Pain is not immediately followed by Er- 5 


cretion, you may conclude _ thence. that the 
ſmall Inteſtines are affected. 


1 & . 


A Dyſentery differs dne ramiing Files 85 
in this, that the Hemorrhoidal Blood comes 


before the Excrements, whereas the Dyſente- 


rick Blood either accompanies or comes after 


tle Excrements. 


. 


* 


giren agen e by way of Glyſter 1 : 


dyſenterick Aram. Sometimes the Diſeaſe = 
is inflamed, by an over copious Injection of 


dello, is the 


e d with . 5 
11 aDifficulty of 
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* It tte Cut ard 1 
$8 | by reaſon of the Wee e 


Aber 
If a Dyſenteriek Perſon takes Oplats BY the 
Day after appears with another Colour in his 


Eyes, hell ſcarce get over it; but if the Co- 
Jour of his Eyes continues unaltered, tis N 


et muſt not exhibir Aſtringents 11 the be- 
Sinning; and Crato s Rule 1 ag not rr 2 ſe- 
TY venth Day. PIT 1 


Fol Among the dae gie 1 we 
cannot but recommend toſted 3 11 Faser 
of red Roſes, and Nutmegs. THY 2 7 


he Root of Hypecarmnhe | is 4 Spe 


pe cifick; 
and a Remedy almoſt infallible inthe Dyſente- 


Fick Fluxes, and other Hemorrhagies, Colliqua- 


tions of the Humours, Cr. Of this 1 was in- 
form d by the Learned Doctor Sherard, a noted 
- .Botaniſt and an excellent Phyſician in England, 


+ when he travel'd from Rome to Germany, with 


my Lord Townſend. And not long ago I had 
the ſame thing confirm'd by Letters from the 
Excellent Fo. Fac. Mangetus, a celebrated Pra- 
*&itioner in Swirzer-Land. But a full Deſcripti- 
on of this Root, may DEE met wich! in 1 oaks e 
5 diſe ile Plantis eee N | 
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Pente n into the Sanguine and the Pituitous 


nds. in the former Bleeding is of admirable 


Uſe, for by that means I have ſeen the Apo- < s 


leQick Perſons recover immediately. In the 
ituitous Apoplexies, an emetick or a violent 


Purge preſcrib'd out of hand is the only Reme- 


dy; upon which head I prefer the powder of 
Cornachini and the Infuſion of Crocus Mctallorums | 


in Wine. Some Appolectick Perſons of the pi- 


tuitous Claſs, have been entirely cur d by 1 5 . 
a FOUR of this Infuſion Ma Mong 1 


"na an Apoplexy the Il eg runs * or Jon 


| 2 in proportion to the greater or leſſer Diffi- 


y of Reſpiration ff a Perſon. once ſei- 


20 pl an Apoplexy is. afterwards ſeiz d wich 
a e he way. es to We his . a- 


+ 


of after. viecting the Rech ration 1 


freer and che Pulſe in lg or ler, it prognoſti- 


_—_ a eren 


lk A Glyſter ! is 1 out an 7 — _ tis 


BM gra * is a 880 ee if it does not come. 


away \ 


it 5 Ons; 


av r art in the Caſe; ; for it 1 
3 that the Intercourſe of the Spirits from the 
= -- | raped. | to the AY Fibres is almoſt inter- 


Clyſters for Apoplegick Perſons are to _ 
given in a very ſmall Quantity, to the end they 
may be retained and lodg longer i in the In- 
teſtines; for if the Quantity be too large, they 
run out again: Indeed, if they are not retain 
when injected in a fmall Quantity, tis an uggly 
Sign, for it ſpeaks the total Reſolution of 
Death. r the b of 


e ſeldom follows: an A 
| ea ie be of the Pituitovs 10 


| *F a Gen happens In the very 5 Parte 
of an intermitting or remitting Fever, no Re- 


medies ought to be preſcribed during the Fit; 
for here's nothing you can give, but what 


will injure the Patient, unleſs you make uſe of 

Fictions and Revulfions which I on to he allow- 

able. Sometimes the Catochus difappears along 

with the Fit; but if it does not, you muſt let 
Blood immediately, or Purge according as the 
Indications are; but if it comes a ſecond 
Time it brings Death along with it; 1 

| the Learned -Dodoneeus i his obferv. 


has obſerved of Letharpick. Peopl : 
92 the Pulſe which was formerly low = 
Eee large op. 6 the Le- 


- 


thargy; and the 8 the Pulſe grows the ſoon.” 
er the Patient Dies. In Us manner Nad — 
2 tells us ont 


Days had — and [pen yon ack or for _>_ 
a Clock at Night, and Died rw. — 1 
Morning. This obſervation 1 1 recom- . 
* to thoſe who Practice Phyſick. 


15 m repg in the Winter tach Paste rd 8 BD 
the Hoſpital at Rome, that when the Apo- 9 
plexies were ſevere and already confirm d, Bli . 1 
ſtering Plaiſters did no Service; * mays I” 5 i | IJ | 
tients in that Condition Died. —_— 


5 Foaming at Month en ee in an A3 

Apoplexy; Hip 2. Ap. 43. Tulip. 1. Ot. med. 5% „ 

and Preſts 10. Ob. 74 in Schol. ſays, An Apo- 
plexy is always a mortal Illneſs, but tis more x 

ſuch, if there appears Froth about the Mouth: 

And Rhaſes ſpeaking of a violent Fever, fays, © 1 

IJ is in vain to offer any Cure after Wi A 

” Foam at the Mouth. 


" AporiteQick perſons ſeldom get ae oa t 
the Reſolutioa of ſome Part; and if all har” 
| Members are ſeiz'd in that Paralytickway they re 
ſoon PRE * nay "_ fall into their Lad 


1 „ 


3%. 44 + 4 
Fg 18 
Bod * 


— 


Wno are 1 4 Apoplery or or a 
n. palſie, or are 1 few with-el- - 
ther, are mightily troubled with Wind, Infla- 


: tions in the Belly, and a rumbling Noiſe in the 


Inteſtines. Now, theſe Symptoms proceed from 
the Interruption of the Influx of the Spirits thro 
the Nerves to the Inteſtines and adjacent Parts: 
For the fleſhy. Fibres of theſe parts being there" | 


a by render d Paralytick, and their tonick Motion 


almoſt ſunk, the Vapours and Steams that exhale 
from the Contents of the Inteſtines aſſiſted hy the 


intermix d Particles of the Air, heave up the a- 
bovementioned Parts into a flatulent Bulk, much 


after the ſame manner with a Dog's Ventricle, 
which ſwells preſently upon the Ligature of the 
ſixth pair of Nerves. The reaſon of this Phæ- 
nomenon is accounted for at large i in our Trege 6 
tiſe 4 Fbra motrice et morboſa. 0 | 


| ob Pain Lig . of Convulſ bons 929 Convul. 75 


fre : e Motions.” 


Such Pains as do not yield to Med'cin nes, Blee- . 


| Ling gr other means, turn tos Suppuration, Hipp. N 


If a Shivering comes after a fix'd Pain with a 

Swelling and great Heat in the Hypochondria, 
Breaſt, Spinal Marrow, or elſe where, tis a 
Sign of af Inflammation, and that the Humour 


| | tends to „ | Jacob. Comment: ad bi. L, 5 


If « * keln is fxdi in one place, and dos I not 
diſappear upon the uſe | of IR Remedies, 0 5 


ever l have been oftentimes ſurpriz d to find, that 


«the 3 be r it win, burn it with . 
Flax. 5 de "affed. 5. « ſpeaking of che Sciatica. 4 


Such dale as gro eaſy Nied manifeſt dens — 
ere mortal. Hip. in Case. Tn. 6 i 
Tue Jovial Bezoardick i is an dmirable 1 „ 
dy for allaying the raging Pains of the parts,” he 
and throwing out the peccant Matter by inſen- * 
ſible Tranſpiration; but in the mean tine 
you muſt take care, that theſe Pains are not 
Gouty, Venereal, or the like, the matter of 
which being retained might do more Miſchief; 
you muſt likewiſe take care not to uſe this Med 
cine inthe Diſeaſes of the Head and Nerves, bor 
Tin is naturally an Enemy to the Nerves. How- 
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this Bezoardick i is an infallible Cure in Hyſterick, 
| Caſes. f PD 


7 Pains in any rack of the Body: are Dan 
_ cally exaſperated, and return at a ſer Hour, the — 
peccant Matter is not bred in the place affected, Y 


: , 83 ** 84 ; 
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but. is deriv'd from ſome other part: In ſuch 2 = 
Caſes a gentle purging Potion, exhibited three . 
Hours before the time of the Invaſion, is an ef - 

fectual Remedy, Ape if 4 Scene be 1325 : 


in the Abdomen. 5 5 1 


In Pains of the erben parts, when all other 
| things prove ineffectual, you muſt have recourſe 
to a Canſtick. In this caſe I uſe to apply the 
Leaves of Crow- Foot, or a Mixture of quick 
Lime and liquid Soap. This Med cine is en 
tream ſerviceable in the Scatica, and orher* _ =O 
Pains: * Wirneſs, th. Lib. De Intern, Sed. S. 19, Y l 
H 3 ; > 


8 


wa 
and Lib. De, affect. H. 30, If the Pain is gather- 
ed up in one Spot, burn it; nay let the Pain 
be where it will, unleſs it be in the 1 8 


. ſind Benefit by Moda. 


| Tis manifeſt from rep peated Eden that 

the Pains of the Head Alling from the Diſorder 

of the Stomach, do chiefly affect the Fore-Klead ; 
7 and on the other Hand, that Head Aches fpring- 
— ing from the Diſorders of the Womb, fall chic- 
: fiy. upon the Crown and hinder part of the 
Head. Accordingly, we find, Women who are 

7 fubje& to Hyſterick Fits, nſe to have. a Senſe 

l Ay 15, of Cold in the Crown of their Heads and 
tbis I take to be eee ee 

e Caſe. 5 


1 vlace be afſted with pain, and the 
/ Fleſh of the part be at the ſame time Flaggy or 


7 waſted, burning is extreme W = 


2 m. bre | 
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I have remark d three or four times chat the 
moſt obſtinate Head-aches, which were even 
next door to madneſs, have been Happily « cur'd, 
when all other things prov'd ineffectual, by no- 
thing elſe but the Powder de Gutteta, given to 

Dram with Thea or with Broth impregnated 
wih Cowſlip Elowers, Betony, &c. 85 this 
TFonder See Riverius Cop. de Epilepſ. 


"There's nothing better againſt Head = : 
Ora heavy dul:els in the Head. than bathing 
=> Feet I in Warm W neh wy 80 ta. 
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1 un very SES 2 Y of 1 . of 
Age, cur'dof a very dangerous Head-ache, af-. 
ter trying all remedies in Vain, by the juice = 
Beet Roots, ſtrongly . t the W ee 
veral times a dap. 


The Spirit of e mixt with cheſt tate. _- 
Oil of Sweet Almonds gives ſpeedy and eſſe - 
- Qual relief in external Pains, and experience has Z 
taught me, that Spirituous ine blended . pn 
3 with thoſe of an ünctuous character are admi- © 3 

rable Remedies againſt pains, and infinitely m.. | 
ferable to. the Spirituous. taken a r jt. 


2 
. 


When the ſmall Pox are juſt ready to break 3 
their appraoch is ſignified by convulfive Moti- 
ons; nay if you find a Child ſeiz d with a Fever 
that has not = the ſmall Pox before, aud obſerve 
convulfive Motions upon him, with a burning 
heat about his Loins, you may ſafely. prophecy: 
as I have done ſeveral Ti 2 rs ae Ls 
Fox will appear the next day. 


According to the Hiſtories of Vilcales, _ 77 


N 77 children have the Meaſles twice or thrice; and WE. 
indeed I once met with an inſtance of that Na- 


ture at Padua. e Sf . 
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"The ende + Gurte is a Speck in 1870. 
yulfive Diſorders, as well as in the Megrim, 
| HeaGaches, heavineſs of * Head, . f 


The Balſam of eee is a moſt ale” 
Remedy for all Convulſions happening after 

Wounds, Punctures of the Nerves, &c. and in- 
deed no, Surgeon ought to be without it. See. 
the ON, 1 5 it in e his Wes. 


Surgery. 


7 nen a ih covalent of.1 In- 
funts ſpring from the Stomach, and thence it 
comes to paſs that gentle Purgatives, par- 
- ticularly the infuſion of 8 e imme- 
rr rehiet. 


in Conrulſt ve ee thick 115 ily 
Urine looks well; but thin and white WA: 
* eaks no good. 


There are three Medici cines, i Ships A jut 
title to preference before any other in Epile- 
ptick- and Convulſtve Diſeaſes; . native 
Annabar, Oak. fern, and Elk s hoof. 


bis af 155 vour Children that have a aby EW i 5 


| : "Fo 7 their Head, are {ldom troubled with the WO 
e leptick kits. rg Pei 


4 . 15 7 __ with Convulfior ons ak Miſcar- 
] rage, find it a hard matter to get thorough, 
nc to my on Obſervation. Canenions 5 
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following a Frenzy are Mortal, according to 


Aetius. 


95 


In the diſorders of the Nerves and the Head, 
| the Powder of Cornachini takes place of all 
other Purgatives. 
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In Convulſiv ve and Nervous 
are a Pein 


spirit e of e curdles the Milk- © 
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caſes Violets 
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in the Stomach of Children; and for this rea- 


ſon, you muſt keep off from that 
when you have to do with Epile 


dren. 
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| You'll find it worth your while, when a 
is taken with Convulſive Fits, to mind e 
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the Mother has her terms upon her or not. 
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_ Coughnof = 5 Nanding aig r upon 5 
5 ing of 9 2 in the 

eſticles with a 2. Epi- 
dews.. SecF. 4. "This remark 7a. wig wi 
Confirmation of the tacit conſent, 1 


growing 
have often mentioned, between the Privities 


5 and the Breaſt, as well as between the wi and 
-— the Neat. 


« £25k 


g in Children : A 6 1 55 amel hs 
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tom a Stomach ſtuff d wich Crudities; In which 
cCaſe we ought always to have a regard to the 
Stomach ; * e N 


/ Remedies, 
P | A violent Con h uſes to produce a Rupture 
zin Children, Miſcarriage in Women, and a 
Confumption in dent 5 + — aſa it * | 
never to be ſlighted. n 8 


\Milk- is an admirable Remedy in a dry 
Congh, ariſing from the acrimony and thinneſs 
of the humours. In this caſe I vſe to preſcribe 
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tt an obſtinate Cough, attended with a Fever, 
is proof againſt all Remedies, it tends to g . 
Conſumption, even when there s no 1} Hz 
of Blood in the caſe. When the Cough ret 
tains to other Diſtempers, you cannot com- 
the Cure, without curing the Diſeaſe tis 
'a Cough ha in a Fever; l 
will not be r cmd, while | 


i have ſometimes = obſer vd that a violent dent 
Cough ſeated in the Lungs, and commynica- 


ted to the Head, will occaſion a ſurprizing lo | 
Oy AO; as well as a: ray 
the Hands, and other Members. Bey 'de 


Pe Be. ome all = 
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2 great deal of benefit reap'd from Crab s 
 echibired to half a Dram in the Decoction 
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5 Y : In a petoral Gn your common Remedies 5 

more ſerviceable, than the long -winded Com- 

Fee th of the Sho ops. Pepe e 

; i enn a $43 BU&Y: vn 

ns get no Gedi y Sdminiltring Pur. 

oral form; nay, if the — . is occaſion d 

unſca Rate Weather, Yep Bn lo more 1 5 

- Pedtoral Coughs are wont to be his 

by Pürgatives, witneſs Ermulleras ; but a 

4 5 SY | "their 4 ſource in the Stomach, and are accom- 
3 with a notable Cacochymical Dilpoſigion ; 
** - fo 78 rel fs £ 57 1 . Et Far 50 
1 Boluss made of freſh W With. Sugar, and 
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prepared from "the pectoral Herbs are much 
uſtifies thi Is Truth. 5 a 
755 is A Cough, eſpecially that of the pe- , 
granted in ſuch Coughs as have 
E i k Blood. 5 2576 
= 1 at Night, |. err This NE Wers 
* * 52 Lobeliw's Syrup of Hedge-Muſtard i like- 


= We Go rn from Dr. _ Antoriy con- 
1 TE Xperience, that the belt 
= 1 en Convulſiye Cough of aw 

= 1 Len: 55 "a Decoction made of the Fern o 
= cially . that of the 'Oak ,, which is 
=. ee enlclal in other Convullive” Di ” 


Tue Spirit of Harts-horn s 0 
„ uſe] in the moſt violent Coughs. 
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X 5 The Stone and the Gout murder the a 
| | more than LY Poor; and the Wife more th 


= = = te d primitive parents of the Stone : aud the 
11 Cone: are, Wine, Venery, Sloth and Intemp 
rance. 9 „ 
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1 the uſe of Milk, Sobriety and Exerciſe. Accor= 
| dingly we ſee that Zechins made 14 ty Te 


creet in bis NT, of a 
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Their Antidotes are the drinking of Water, g 
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7 8 the aſe of Wine and Ven 
| Ktcnef and hard Dripking, | 
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vo may diſtinguiſh Rheumatick F Pains "a is 
Lins, from thoſe of the Nephritick Form, by 
the following Sign which never fails. When 
the Patient raiſes and extends his Body after 


*_ bowing it to the Ground, if the erecting is per- 


© form'd with difficulty and uneaſineſs, and a Senſe | 


of being, as it were, cut thro the middle, 


vou may reſt ſatisfied that tis no Nephritick 1 
| ou but a_Rheumatick Ilneſs occaſon d by 
rp and briny Salts. een the "art in 


- a Serous Humour. 


In theſe Rheumatick 
ave met Ms it ſucceſs i in 1 e- 
very Morning about a pint of Milk Thea : 


nt 
_ amiſs 4 in. the caſe of the Gout. or the Stone. 


It the abovemention'd Signs attend Nephri- 
tick Caſes, and be accompanyd with pains up- s 
bn the External Muſcles of che Back Bone, w 
then look. for external Impoſthumes; but if the 


* 


- gp Mk Melvis, TAY aciaking the Wa. 
terdiſtill'd from their Pulp, either cures, or 
_ conſiderably benefits, in the Gout or the Stone, 
FS the meaſures of diſcretion be obſer- 

in the uſe of it Venety, and __ 5 


aud an avoid both 


1 1 


perhaps the ſame remedy would not be 


rages more inwardly, it „ in 
| n K Ph OS: ; 
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pPearing of the pain, if it returns with the ſame 


LE, 


Prepar'd Hog-Lice give preſent. relief, ina 
ſupreſſion of Urine, and are of uſe to break the 


$ 5 


8 


1 4 ky * 
8 25 N "PP ; 5 
# p ) 2 a : 
* G * 5 — i 3 "+ LF PORES 0” 3 N 
, - 5 5 825 $64 *. 1 ba, ? as 5 pn 2 % 
4 15 q OI > alle ®; =, = # $4 - * 
| S, The P 2 r Ph f * 
* K n % ” # ; * Y 
999 = i * * „ , q 4 
: „ „ 8 8 LS 


If other Remedies are inefſectual in a fatal Sup= 
preſſion of Urine, let the Patient be well cover'd- © - 
and ſupported by two or three by-Standers, in 
order to fetch ſeveral Turns up and down the 
Room; For Sydenbam is evidence that by this 
—_ large Quantities of Urine have been pro- 


= 
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I The pains of the Kidneys, proceed chiefly” _ 

from five cauſes ; namely, a 12 or down falling 

of a Sharp and Corroſive ſerous Humour, an 

Ulcer, an Inflammation, an Impoſthume, and 

the Stone. 5 n 
In Nephritick Caſes, if the Patient is ſeiʒ d 

all on a ſudden with a ſenſe of ſomething prick- 

ing, and as 'twere ſtinging him in the Region 

of the Ureters, tis a certain Sign of the Stone 


juſt falling on that part. 6 
After Bathing, and particularly the diſſap- ' 


Violence and Vomiting the next day, ſooner oer 
Mm later, you may reſt aſlur'd that the pain is Ne- „ : A 
phritick, Chyhan,— “. 
The Drinking of Mineral Waters expelts © 
and prevents the Stone; and if theſe canno he 
conveniently come at, you may pply their 


18 
— ? 
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„ 0 1 Ne Pie 4 eh : 
Room with a Decoction made from a large 
; Quantity of Eringo Roots, after it is a little 
beine If you dilute White-Wine with this 
Decoction and drink plentifully of it, you'll find 


| . it a very powerful Remedy againſt the * 
„ ad the Stone; Witneſs Cheat. „„ 


A ſtoke i ia the Bladder uſes to appear like the 
pain of the inward Piles, but the pain of the 
berme ris mach. more Violent * the latter. 


Sometimes we meet witk a Stone in the 
Bladder without any ſupreſſion of Urine ; and 
MN for that reaſon a ſupreſſion of Urine, can- 
not be given in for an ee Wy of a FO: 
1 he „ 


That ſort of Uride, that has a et deat of 
[oe or Matter at e is apt * * 
[ tha Stone. Avicenna. ene 


"If the patient kandles his Yard PRs 3 
{bb has a Motion to Stool when he begins to 
piſs, if he walks in the Streets open and as it 

were bandy Leggd ; from theſe three Signs, you 
1 may rain conclude - og 1 nk in * : 


1 oe Remels Se for th 
Stone and Gaut, Tea and Coſſee merit the 
© firſt Rank, In a wandrigg ſcorbutick Gout all 

the Preparations made ffom the Pine Tree are 
of uſe, particularly, Pie Water, the Eſſence 
pf Fine, the 750 of Pine 0 the like; Wit- 
Net Felchen "eat TW. 
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In the very Paroxyſms of Nephritick pains, 
 Lithontriptick and Aperient Med'cines do more 
harm than good; but on the other Hand, wwe 
reap benefit, from the Emollient, Laxative, and = 
Anodyne Remedies, which unbend and mitigate” _ 
the painful contraction of the Kidneys and ad- 
jacent parts, for by that means the Stone gets 


bY"; 


Izmet lately with an Inſtance of an Arhritick _ - 
- Perſon at Rome, who got rid of his illneſs upon 

 _ voiding a large Quantity of thick groſs Urine, - _ "i 

_ Tens turn'd ſoon after to the conſiſtence of a f 

8 VJ! ˙ -» 


+ Thoſe who Vomit frequently, and have tze 
benefit of an open Belly, are not ſo lyable to 
the Stone; and accordingly we find the uſe of 
| Glyſters and Gentle Purgatives, is very henefin © 
Cial both in the Stone and the Gout. This I have ©. © 
frequently obſervd, pargiontarly at Rome in the 
Year 1693 in the caſꝰ of a Gouty Perſon that 
was ſeventy Years Old. He was raiſed up by 
two ſervants, and carried in the Morning to a 
place of conveniency for going to ſtool; but the 
vacuation was no ſooner over then he walk'd 
back without help, affirming that his joints 
—_ rendred freer and nimbler by going to 


* In moſt caſes we find that the Gout lays its 
flirſt Scene in the great Toe. *Tis impoſſible 
for thoſe, who ply Venery and Wine intempe. 


. e's Pralle of Phyſik. 


kately, to ſcape one of the ph bat 22 the 85 
"BG Te or the Stone. wh | 


i Ganty Perſons are in ch: a Condition = as WE 


amis of no other Exerciſe, it would be pro- 


per to exerciſe their Voice, either in reading | 
aloud, or talking, or ſinging : For Platarch in his 


Book dr tuends walctudine reckons u p conſtant 
talking and ſinging, among the ſeveral Kinds of 


Exerciſes ; upon which Head you may conſult our 


be 0's of the 7 arantule. Chop I 3. 


1 "Tho chief Sign of a Stone in the Kidneysi is 
A fixed pain in that Region accompanyed with 


a continual Vomiting; all the other Signs are 


' +, pneertain, and common to * other pains of 


: 20 Abdonien. 


Phe moſt certain . 8181 of. a Stone in 5000 Fi 


Bladder, is its being touch'd by a Catherer ; for 


-there's no other Signs, but what may impoſe. 


Won the beſt Phyſician chat is. 


Lene? „For an\Arcanum: againſt the Stone remember 
8 ur. Boyle's diſtilld Water of Arſmart. 


25 : Sometimes there is a Stone i in the Kidneys 
without any Pain in that part, I have ſeen 


two Inſtances of this Nature, one at Bon- 
lgne, tlie other at Padua; in the diſſecting 

of whoſe Corps I found large Stones in the 
_ Kidneys, notwithſtanding they had never been 


| Froubled with ay in that Cee” N e n 
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mar mY : 


n 
* 
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„ 
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found the left Kidney waſted and full of Matter, 


and the vight one fil d with @ Stone, ths the Pers 


ſon bad never complain'd-of Pain in thoſe Pat. 


Tubus far I have endeavourd to Chalk don 
the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes in a conciſe Style, by the 


approved by aged Experience: This l've done to 


of deſcribing Diſeaſes is of infinite Service to 


Practitioners. In the firſt place, it preſents them 


with a faithful and clear phyſical Knowledge; 
and ſuch as ſprings from the Boſom of Nature, 


which may be look d upon as the firſt: Gloſs, 


— 


main 


or a perpetual Paraphraſe in directing the Cure 


I 
* 


mark: In diſſecting a humane Body; ſays he, 1 


N : 
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way of ſcatter d Sentences; recommended ane 


— 


of Diſeaſes. In a ſecond place; in purſuing this 


Mechod, we keep clear of the Errors of thoſe, 


> 


who, following their Stientifick Method in the 


Definitions of Diſeaſes, &c. do either leave out 


or wreſtagreat many of Nature's Precepts that 8 # 
fall not pattly within the Verge of their Method © = 

By this means they perplex the true Senſe of N 5 

ture, and droppingthe Kernel and Marrow *; 


5 | 


Sciences, amuſe themſelves with the ſorry 
;of , Kd 


is, That theſe Aphoriſms or ſnug Sent 
ing not the wither d and ſpurious Trur 
genuine and jucy Roots of the Hiſtor 
ſes, they likewiſe diſcloſe the true 


dry and empty Compendiums. TT /\xa 
Obſervation that offers it ſelf upon thi 5 


ences be- 
ks, but the 
ar Diſea- 


e eee „ 2 Fiidications 
to be minded in the Cure, which: 2; Methodical 


EE © Dil 


point out the way by which the Practice - - 
Phyſick may reach the due pitch of Perfection. 
For the purpoſe: This looſe and Aphoriſtica Way 
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. 7 85 Light and Colour to another in a circular 
Way, and the gratifying of the Underſtanding 
is more in View than doing juſtice to the Na- 
ture of the thing. & fourth Advantage ac- 
cruing from our ſententious Way, is, the paring 


* 
5 » 
A 


off a great part of that Labour and Study, we 


are wont to employ in poliſhing and imbelli- 


ſning Sciences by the ſevere Laws of Method: 


I mean, in making the artful Deduction and 


Connection of parts, in ſetting forth the Hy- 
potheſes upon which the Matter is rear d, in ama- 
ſling great Store of imbelliſhments, and ſuch o- 
ther recommendatory Trappings, as ſerve more 
for Ornament than for Uſe. Such are the ſe- 
vere Bonds of the Schools, which ſqueeze out 


. the Truth, and wind up meagre and wither'd 


Triffles. Now, by deſcribing Diſeaſes in ſcat- 


theſe and many other Inconveniencies. This ſort 


of Sentences may be compar'd to a Looking 
SGlaſs of Metal, which does not reach the due 
Repreſentation of Images till tis poliſht to the 


laſt degree; for in like manner our Aphoriſms, 


having undergone the File of repeated Experi- 
ence, afford a juſt Repreſentation of the Me- 
thod of Cure, purſuant to the genuine Image 
of Nature. Among thoſe who ſtand up in ju- - 
ſtification of this Truth, we meet with the 
Divine Hippocrates, a Man that blended his 
Learning with Prudence and Diſcretion, that 
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FE een ſtraggling Sentences, we avoid both. | 


built much upon Experience and Obſervation, _ 


and courted neither the jargon of Words nor 


| Be Ryan of eo ae 


diſintangled the true Nerves of the Science. My 5 
Lord Bacon takes the ſame Side ot the Cauſe in 


his Book of Morals, where we find him ſpeak- 


ce 


cc 


ing to this purpoſe. 


they ha 
ust upon a Subject that lyes almoſt; beyond 


« As in the way of Life, 


the Actions of Men lye ſeragglin 8 Wichern 
Compactneſs or order, ſo ſcattered Hints 


and Inſtructions are moſt ſerviceable; for 


the methodick Way of treating Sciences, 
brings in the Art in an entire and coherent 
Body, upon which Men turn ſo ſecure, as if 
Y already canvaſt its higheſt. Myſte- 
ries. So far my Lord; but tis needles to 
le 
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F Av Ving thus detected alt gone e 1 Vie 
chief Hindrances in the way 0 Pra- 


.. ice, we 13 under an Obligation of going yet 
of” further. 
ſeveral Ages of the Practice of Phyſick, I mean 
its various Progreſs, Heighth and Declenſion, 
well meet with little to brag of ; abating for | 
+ thoſe happytimes of the Grecians, in which the 
Is Practice of Phyſick flouriſhd, and was almoſt at 
its Meridian. For tho' the Grecians did but prat- 


we bend our Tlioughts upon the 


tle idly in forming Syſtems of Philoſophy, and 


pin d all their Judgment of natural things upon 
noiſy Diſputes (excepting Democritus and his 


Followers, who tacitly rip'd up Nature with- 


out opening the Schools;) yet in fixing and pro- 


moting Phyſick they acted a very wiſe Part, and 
truly ſhewed themſelves to be Inventors: 80 


chat this is the only Nation upon Earth, that 


8 a certain national Right lays claim to the 
y of the moſt. ſolid Knowledge of Phyſick. 


Of this Truth we have an illuſtrious Inſtance 
in the School of Coos, an eternal Monument of 
Which is at this Day known to us under the Ti- 

N {= 1 of the Works of Hippocrates. Czlius dures 


nanu, 


WR ves, MOR? 


© The Þ Proflice 6 Ph Wicks [Jos 
lian 1 4 „„ and the other Gretians W .Ü 

liv 51 in the N Tec Ages down to G.. 

len's Time, are farther Proof. But in the Time 
of Galen, or at leaſt ſoon after, the Raman Empire 
being broke in upon by the fatal Power of the 
barbarous Nations, not only Phyſick, but even 


the other glorious Monuments of Ancient Arts, 


were almoſt bury d 3 and their calamous Fall con- 
tinued unrepaired to the Time of Charlemaigne, 
nay, even to the tenth Century. Fhyſick ha- 
ving wandered without a Guide or Light in 
that wide extended Defart of Time, ſtumbled 
at Jaſt upon the Pipes and Reeds of the Arabs, 


who converted the active and maſculine Science 


of the Grecians, into an exerciſe of Wit and 
fund of Diſputes, acting the part of Children 
who are apt to prattle, but unqualified 0 | 
"Twas chiefly upon theſe Conſi derations that 
che Celebrated Fuchſius razed their Learn- 
ing to the Ground, as appears from his 
In itutions, Lib. 5. cap. ul. and Fernelins tra- 
ding in his Footſteps, prefacd to his King 
bug the following Invective againſt the Arabi 
„ The Arabs, ſays he, paſſing into katy, . 
2 4 « through a Channel of Barbarity and Fil 
«bred Apothecaries and Mountebanks ther : 
© than true Phyſicians; and raiſing all their 
<« Concluſions upon naked and empty Words, 
« without the Sinews, without the Lars of 
2 Demonſtration, have left the World a Le- 


© gacy of Jargon and. Noiſe, but little or no 1 


| 1 Inſtruction. They delivered the Rules of 


% Evacuation in ſuch a cloudy and 1 8 


Way, and UA them ſo ee in the Obſen⸗ : 
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wn mon * 7 5 what he has ſaid of the Arabs, 
may be applyed with equal Juſtice to the other 


After the Arabjanr had continued their unjuſt 


monopoly for ſeveral Years, Phyſick thus toſs d 
and ſhatter'd with fo long .a Storm, fled at 


„ 
% 


_ 


1 The Latin being long unacquainted with Scien- 


Minds, that for a long time, they utter'd no 
Words and harbour'd no thoughts, that did not 
_ reliſhof their Learning; nay, the plague made 

à Tpeedy March even to foreign Univerſities, 
and particularly thoſe of Spain; for at that time 
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And foreigners conſulted her as an Oracle. Ane 
| If we take a narrow View of the Books and Stu- 


All the rays of Sciences ſprung only from Fah, 
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; \ 4 5 b 122 | The Practice of Phyſick. ; 

_ _* rity of Controverſies, that the ableſt Phyſi- _ 
3 a clans are often at a Loſs to know what 

bort of Remedy they would be at.” So far 


* 


laſt to the Italians, in hopes of a kinder Harbour. 


des, ſnatch'd up the firſt Books that came to 
Hand; and thoſe were either written, or adul- 
terated and corrupted, by the Arabian. This 
Arabian Contagion did ſo unhinge and ſink their 


dies of the Phyſicians that liv'd from the ele- 


> 9 "Commentaries and Gloſles in order to unfold 
their genuine Sence, and at laſt a perplexing of 
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gender Appendages. The I:a/ans, parti 


penth to the fifthteenth Century, we'll find em 
- - to. be nothing elſe, but undigeſted Medleys 
>> . culfd out of the Arabian and Grecian Authors, 


Phylick, inffam d with Theory, and fuch like | 
cularly 
2 


1 Fab. Calous, Martianut; Sepraſius,| Cu. were 


the firſt that ſnak d off the Arabian Voak, and 


uſed their utmoſt efforts to reſtore the primi- 


2 Rs to Nr eee 


tive Wiſdom of the Greciaut with reference to 
hy ſick. After them the French imbarkd in 
the . deſign, particularly Duretus, Ballunist, 
"Hollerius, and Facotus. Theſe worthy Authors 
manag d their Provinces withuchdiſtingutſhing 
Excellency, that if they did not go beyond the 
Grectans, at leaſt it muſt be own'd they chalk'd 
down the true Method of Cure according to 
their preſcriptions. This Doctr ine being com- 
municated to'a'moſt all the Univerſities in E. 
rope, it excited at the ſume time other wine | 
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80 tad this practice of yl & ative | 
| this State of Tranquillity, hen the upſtartiPa- 
racel{us,” back d by all the gang of Chymiſts, rai- 
ſed a new Tumult, and laid freſh cloggs upon 
the true Practice. Nor was this long paſt, 
when Helmontius wich his Retainers inlarged its 
troubles, in fo much that all the Concluſons f 
natural chings were chain d down to a Chymical 
Furnace. It muſt be own'd indeed, that theſe 


two Noble Authors have conſiderably inrichd — 


the Practice with a new invention ofReme 2 
which all Phyſicians ought cheifly to have in 


View; and have done very good. Service in 


Striking out ſome prejudices, that had crept 
1ato Phyſick, through the ignorance of the . 
N and falſe r But e 1 the 
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one and the other take upon em to accouit 


for the cauſes that give Riſe to Diſeaſes, and 


the Phenomena that accompany em; being 


propoſſeſs d (themſelves) either by the reading 


of Books, or the flirting Experiments of the 


Furnace, they lay all their Streſs upon the Phiz 


Joſophical Hypotheſis of their own three Prin- 
ciples, without ever deſcending to practice, or 
making their remarks, whether the Hiſtorical 
Progreſs of Diſeaſes, and the Efforts of Na- 

ture in promoting or oppoſing em, are exact- 


I anſwerable to their Arbitrary Opinions. By 


this means it came to pals, that they not only 
diſturb d the repoſe, that Phyſick then enjoyed, 
but likewiſe were forc'd, tho againſt their Will, 


to ſee in their own practice the very Errors they 
had cenſur d in the Galenical ;for their deſign did 


not reſt in unhinging the falſe Method uſed by 
the Gleaniſts in the preſcription of Remedies, 


which indeed wanted to be corrected; but it 

extended to the exploding of the Remedies 
themſelves, namely Bleeding, Purges, Bliſte- 
ring plaiſters, and the like, as being uſeleſs 
and pernicious to Mankind. Now whether this 
proceeded from ignorance, or from Spite to 


the contrary Sect, tis ſtill certain, that in 


this Age it has raiſed fo much confuſion in Phy- 


bY ſick, and ſuch differences and feuds among Phy- 


. ficians; that inſtead of a regular and correct 


x iff 


Practice, we meet with nothing but a hungry : 
Barrenneſs, ftarv'd with want and waſted 


with contention, which at once robbs us of 


the Liberty of thinking and Judging, and drives 
us a long way back from the true Path of In- 
ſtructive Nature. i e 


No ſooner was the Chymical buſtle pacified,' 
than Practice was brought into freſh trouble, 
by ſo many new Syſtems of Philoſophy, that 
this fertile Age has produced: I mean the C. 
refan, the Democritan, the Mechanical, the 
Phyſico-Mechanical, and an infinity of other 
Syſtems; the Founders of which and their Re- 
tainers, tho' unacquainted with the firſt Ele- 
ments of Phyſick, had nevertheleſs the ſelf- 
ſufficiency to dip into that Science, and form 
Concluſions of the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes from their 
Speculative Inſtitutions. In imitation of them 
the Phyſicians became altogether Philoſophers, - 
and being allur'd with the tranquillity of Ab- 
ſtractive Wiſdom, rais'd up a contentious and 


wrangling ſort of Philoſophy in the Room of 


the Practice of Phyſick, which can't well be 
ſever'd ffom a Bed of Sickneſs. And conſide- 
ring, that for almoſt fifty Years laſt paſt, the 
World has been ſo much amuſed. with Novelty, 
that very few have applied themſelves to ſolid 
and attentive -. Practice; we cannot think it 
ſtrange, that the numerous Phyſical Books pub- 


liſh'd with in that Space of time, have nothing 


in dem hut pure and abſtractive Philoſophy, at 
a time, when the Concluſions form'd upon the 


Hor to credit and what courſe to ſteer in pore. 
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ſuing the cure of Diſeaſes. Upon the whole, 
if we maturely Weigh the preſent ſtate of 
Practice, we'll find it under violent Commoti- 
ons, and extremely perplexd: with lean and 
empty Axioms, and ſome falſe general Poſiti- 
ons, deriv d either from the divers Sects of 
Phyſicians, or the prepoſterous Laws of Method, 
or from the favorite Notions and prejudices pe- 
culiar to each Phyſician. If we meaſure its Age 
from the foregoing obſervations, we'll find it 
ſtill within the very boundaries of Childhood, 
aach that very little time has been ſpent in im- 
proving it; for ſetting aſide the happy times of 
the Greens in Which Med' cine flouriſſi d and was 
aalmoſt at a ſtand, the Arabian: trampled it un- 
1 der Foot, and the Latint indeed better d its 
=  — Coudition, but did not improve it much and; ſo 
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| ma can never recover his aſcen- 
18 An dant over Nature, without a Dutiful 
Obedience; for Nature is conquer d by Ms 
ing and humouring her, I mean in the way of ; 
Practice by Obſervation, and that of They. _ 
by Diſſection; and in regard the Baſis of Theo- of _ 
xy is lodgd in Philoſophy, that ſort of Philo» + | 
ſophy muſt illuſtrate the Theory of Phyſick, 
which diſſects Nature, and makes a due po” > 
faation of its parts. Such was the View of Democri- 
tus School, and ofa great many ws Rar 
Philoſophers of this our Age, whoſe Induſtry | 
has without diſpute enrichd the Modern The. 
ory, with a vaſt Stock of certainty. It being 
| therefore once known and acknowledg'd, of 
what importance Obſervation is to Practice, 
and Diſſection to Theory; the Mind being on- 
— equipp'd with ſubſidies from each, willi 
orm Indications of cure that may be depended * _ * 
upon for a Certainty, and laſt” unſhaken thra' 
all the Periods of time, abating for what al- 


lowance is to be made fo the e - 
| Viciſſitude af things. IN T nd ; 


. 
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fis an ancient proverb, that the Pabel ; 
ef Wien cannot entertain N Senti- 535 
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—_— 128 The Praftice of ' Phyſick. PA 
ments with thoſe who drink Wine. And in- 
"+ geed it hits the Phyſicians nicely, they being 
no divided into ſuch various and oppoſite 
Sects: For we may fay of em what Sir Fan- 
c 1. Bacon applies to the Philoſophers, That ma- 
ny of em, both Ancient and Modern, have 
f ilid down a raw fort of Liquor, ſuch as Wa- 
ter, which either Sprung naturally from their 
© own conceptions, or was pump'd up, like Wa- 
ter out of a Well, by Logick. So that tis no 
wonder if their Sentiments are vaſtly different 
— _  . from thoſe of Hippocrates and his Followers, who 
ET . drank and tranſmitted to Poſterity a Liquour 
- >. darwn from an infinite Number of the Grapes of 
Obſervations, and thoſe gather'd in bunches in 
due ſeaſon and in time of Maturity, ſquees d 
in a Preſs, purg d and clarified. In earneſt, 
theſe ſagacious Men were ſenſible that the Diſ- 
_ eaſes of human Bodies can't be appeaſed by 
the abſtracted Opinions and Syſtems of the 
Brain, to which the induſtry of Men ſhould be 
nalld down as to a Pillar: They wiſely per- 
ceived that the ſtooping of our Genius to real 
things, the conquering of Nature by ſubmiſſion 
and Obedience, and the ſtubborn Patience of 
- Obſervation, do bring to light ſuch Precepts as 
will be own d by all the Poſſeof the Phyſical train 
to be the fix d Standard of Health. f 


e 
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Hitherto Phyſick has been too curious and 

minute upon empty triſfles, it has been ſenſe . 
leſs and ſevere in contemplating and comment _ , 

ing upon the Works of a few Men; and 2 Wy 


0 4 


th Priflice af p "4 1 is" 


oe id ſhort-ſi ghted in tracing the Effects of Na- 


per. We can't think it ſtrange, that being in 


this Condition, it ſnould ſtill run further into 
confuſion, and be as twere myr' d. Tis no 
Sur that While tis eralted with the : © 
' Fumer of Speculation, it undergoes the Am 
Fate with the Statues and Idols of the Hea- 
thens, to which Homage and Adoration is 
pay d, tho', at the ſamé time, they neither 


are mov d nor receive any benefit. Whereas, 
on the other hand, the Mechanical Arts that 


lory in Ex imen ents, grow and improve eve- 
- day. [Theſe S4 Obſervations being 
thus oe Leg, we come now to en —_— what 


Phy- 


Improvement the Ancient and M 
ſicians have added either to Theory or Pra- 


5 ctice; and how far either of e reach + 
in the ue Cure of Diſeaſes. | Te "Pr TIA . 
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more The Theo n e ofthe Galeviſty. "Thr; 


the former is grounded upon Experiments 
made with diligence and repetition. and drawn 
from the Storehouſe of Natural Philoſophy 2 
lt lays don, and demonſtrates the Cauſes 
and Symptoms of Diſeaſes, not by untertain 

ConjeQures, but by Mathematical Truths, 
>. r * 9 


775 


ture and of Diſeaſes. No wonder then, that 

being {till cramp'd within its aggient bounds, 

*tis at a loſs to fix pon any thing that is cet 

tain; with reference to the conſummate Hiſta- 

Iy of Biſeaſes; as well as the Indications, Re> - 
medies, and Precepts' peculiar to each Diſtem- 


| 2 1 30 


—— 


the Demaciſtzarion. ſo os bs acetic came 
Barbarous in the Hands of the Barbarians, 
and was calld in queſtion by the learned 
World; does now ſhine in a clear Light, the 
Cloud of Ambiguity being happily diſpelbd. 
On the other hand, the Galenical Theory does 
not only ſeduce weak Minds from the true 
Road of Practice, by an idle Train of Queſti- 
ons; but by a nauſeous Repetition of Things 
| already ſaid, a Barrenneſs of Invention, and 

an Oſtentation of Logical Quibbles in refuting 


and retorting Arguments, covers its Practice 


with the greateſt Obſcurity, and tacks, the 
Cure of Difeaſes to uncertain and obſcure In · 
dications. Hence it came to paſs, that ſuch 
Indecencĩes, Abſurdities, and ſcandalonsFeuds, 
have at all times prevaibd among Galen's Sect. 
As for the later or Modern Phyſicians, as 1 
have already done juſtice to their Theory, ſo 
I can't but propheſie, that a regular and ſuc- 


Celſsful Character will attend their Practice in 


time to come. There is ſcarce any Science, 
but wat in theſe our Days does, by the ſingu- 
lar Bounty of the Almighty; boaſt of Repoſe 


and Eaſe, after being fo long toſs'd, — 2 ad- 


vances very conſiderably; only the Practice of 
Phyſick, by I know not what fatal Miſchance, 
lies ſtill mewẽd up in its ancient mg ad 
bo behind the ee eee W 10 n 
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5 e Galenicat Practice ja n6nicely-pred | 
ble to that of the Moderns ; for if we conſ- 
der the ſhrewdneſs — importance of either 
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Tbe Practice of Phyſieæ. 131 
th@ blended with ſuch dregs of Theory, we'll 
find em worthy of Commendation. This 
Happineſs of our Anceſtors in the way of Pra- 
BH KRQice, ſeems to be only owing to that immortal 
KK Patience in making Obſervations, by which 
they firmly reſolv d to adjuſt all the Periods of 
the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes; and that not faintly, 
or by ſtarts,” but in a grave, diſcreet, and 
mature Order. And the Light of Nature and 
Experience being conſtant and perpetual, the 
Obſervations deriv'd from thence, could not 
but gain a further Confirmation and Approba- 
tion, in ſo long a Series of Years... This we E: 
obſerve in a diſtinguiſhing manner in Hippo- 
crates, who, like an inſpir'd Prophet, fore- 
ſeeing the riſque that Phyſick would run, if 
deſtitute of mature and repeated Obſervations, 
was the firſt that trod the Path of continu'd 
and heap'd Experience ; and, in his Enqui- 
ries after Nature, confulted rather Nature 
herſelf than his own Thoughts. By this 
means, he conducted the Phyſical Tribe to the 
| true Springs of Diſeaſes. But the Moderns 
6 followed another courſe, having, by virtue of 
Diſſections and Experiments made upon Na- 
tural Things, attain'd ſome Certainty in the 
way of Theory, they fancy'd that this Theo- 
retick Certainty would redound to the Hiſto- 
ry and Curative Concluſions of Diſeaſes; with- 
out apprehending that theſe requir'd a new 
and peculiar Exerciſe. Being buoy'd up with 
this Fancy, they not only bent all their 
Thoughts and Labour upon the Theory alone; 
but, which is yet worſe, they form'd Conclu- 
ſions of Pra#*tice from the Rules of Theory, 
and, by confounding the one with the other, 
1 e Og K 2 | 8 per- 
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ny oans 
under at this day. *Tis the Office of Theory 


to give the Reaſons of the Phenomena that ace 
company Diſeaſes 3 to make a juſt Compari- 

| fon between the antecedent, and the conca- 
mitant Spmptoms ; to trace the occult. Cauſes 

_ of Diſeaſes, and the true Source of theſe: Cau® 
. es; and, in fine, to explain and account for 

ſeveral other things of that Nature; by which 
means the Phyſician may be enabled to proceed 
more Openly in adjuſting the Indications, and 
depart from the precarious Meaſures of Em- 
piricks. But the peculiar Buſineſs of Practice, 
lies in managing the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, in 
judging of the Adminiſtration of Remedies, 
and the Satisfaction due to Indications, and 
adjuſting all the weighty Concerns relating to 
the Cure of Diſeaſes, purſuant to the Laws of 
Experience. He who purſues a contrary + 
Courſe, and promiſcuouſly.forms his Notions 
of Practice from the Rules of Theory, will 
never be a happy Practitioner. But give me 
the Man that diligently peruſes the Writings 
of the ancient Practitioners, that retain'd to 
the School of Coos, and with his utmoſt Ef. 
forts imitates their ſingular Solidity of Pra- 
ctice; I'll warrant you he'll be a Friend to 
Truth. Let me adviſe you, > Young Men, to 
reject evil Counſel, and manfully purſue this 
noble Study; the Study of the ancient Pra- 
ctice, from which, as from liberal-Fountains, 
we derive all our Knowledge of Practical Wiſ- 
dom; and indeed we meet with no Piece of 
Learning that's either more uſeful, or more 
e - - 52 oof on en vo bly 
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As for the other Head of Diſcourſe, whe- - 


ther Theory or Practice is of moſt uſt in the 
Cure of Diſeaſes; you muſt know in the firſt 
place, that the ancient Greciars were Stran- 
ers to the Subdiviſion of Phyſick into: Specu- 
tive and Practical. This fatal Diviſion was 


' firſt minted by Ferain, an Arabian Doctor, that 


was either bewitch'd with the Pleaſure of Spe- 
culation, or ſcar'd with the Labour and Drud- 
gery of Practice in compiling the Hiſtory of 


Diſeaſes, and tracing their obſcureſt Cauſes. _. 
And ſoon after he was blam'd for it by Alcora- 


zen, as Averrhoes informs us, Tratt 1. Part 1. 


ſuper Cauticos. In earneſt, tis no ſtrange thing 
that this Diviſion is not mentioned in the Mo- 


numents of the Coan School, and of the anci- 
ent Grecians down to the time of Galen; for 
as I ſaid above again and again, the Profeſlors 
of that School laid down this for a Certainty, 
That as Phyſick took its firſt riſe from Obſer- 
vation, ſo *twas to be learn'd and apply'd: to 
publick uſe by the means of Obſervation : And 
what we now. perform by the Rules of Theory, 
was ated by them only by a quickneſs of Ap- 
prehenſion confirm'd by long uſe z by virtue 
of which they adjuſted the Indications of 
Cure, after a narrow Survey of the Obſerva- 
tions they had formerly made upon the Na- 


ture and Hiſtory. of Diſeaſes, and ſeriouſly ac- | 


commodated to the benefit of Man. In the 
mean time, up ſtarts the Empirick Sect, which 
exploding all Theory, and diſclaiming all 
manner of Reaſoning in the Verge of Phylick, 
52% "I y truſted 
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134 The Practice of Phyſick. | 
"truſted to Experience alone in the Cure of Di- ; 
ſeaſes; and this their Experience was not re- 
eated, but ſtupid and ſupine; not found out 
dy a Thread of Deſign, but dropt from 
Chance, and Mountebank all over. By this 
nn means Phyſick was over-run with ſuach-nume- 
rous and prodigious Abſurdities, that ſhe had 
34 ſunk intirely, if Galen had not appear'd on her 
behalf about the firſt Century of Chriſtianity, 
and ſtem'd the Current of growing Error with 
a ſpeedy and preſent Remedy; I mean by in- 
ſtituting, or rather prudently and vigorouſly 
confirming a Sect of Rational Phyſicians. This 
Society, Which I call Rational, ſtood upon two 
Pillars, namely, Reaſon and Obſervation; but 
at that juncture of time the greateſt deference 
was pay d to Reaſon; partly, becauſe they 
were afraid of ſtumbling upon the Errors they 
had charg'd upon the Empiricks, that went 
upon falſe Obſervations; and partly, in re- 
ard that the nimble and clean way. of Rea- . 
oning, aſpir'd to by Galen and his Followers, 
took more. with the World, than the harſh, 
patient, and repeated way of Obſervation in- 
join'd by the School of Coos. So, from that 
time, there aroſe a ſort of diſtinction between 
the Re2/oning and the Obſerving Part of Piy- 
fick, which came to be more frequently took 
notice. of in the inſuing Ages; till at laſt the 
Arabians brought in an open Divorce under 
the Heads of Speculative and Practical, which 
. continues to this day. This Speculation or 
Theory, being all of it rear'd upon ſome Phi- 
13 loſophy or other, the Tenets of which were 
3 the Standard of its Rules, it has been diver- 
* + . #4ikicd in proportion to the variety of Philoſo- 
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We 
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phical Syſtems; 


* 


and 


more, if his vigorous e 25 c iro 
im upon determining 


upon ſet in a true Light, and recommended | 
with a due Confirmation? © 


ON 


Since Phyſicians began to examine the Stru- 
Cure and Actions of a living Body, not 
Phyſico-Mechanical and Chymical Experi- 
ments, but by Geometrico-Mechanical Prin- 
ciples, they have not only diſcover'd an infi- 
nite number of things that were unknown to 
former Ages; but have made it out, That a 
Human Body, as to its natural Actions, is 
truly nothing elſe but a Complex of Chymico-—- 
Mechanical Motions, depending upon ſuch: - 
Principles as are purely Mathematical. For 
whoever takes anattentive view of its Fabrick, 
| TS RG  *. he'll 
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the Muſcles, Pulleys in the Corners of the 


Eyes, and ſo on. And tho? the Chymiſts ex- 
lain the Phenomena of natural Things, by the 


Terms of Fuſion, Sublimation, Precipitation, &c. 
and ſo make a ſeparate ſort of Philoſophy ; 


yet all theſe ought to be imputed to the Force 
- of a Wedge, Balance, Leaver, Spring, and 


ſiuch like Mechanical Principles. Now, ſince 


the natural Effects of an animated Body can't 


be accounted for with greater Facility and 


Clearneſs any other way, than by thoſe Ma- 
thematico- Experimental Principles, by which 


Nature ſpeaks her own Mind; I am likewiſe 
of the Opinion, that the preternatural and 


morbifick Effects can't be demonſtrated with 


more Certainty and Evidence than by that 


fame Method; and ſo 1 conclude, that the 
Theory which ſtands upon ſuch re e. | 
Uthe 


ht to be reckon'd more certain than 


_ reſt, Indeed if all Diſeaſes ſprung from the 


diſorder of the ſolid Parts, the Origin and 
Cauſes of the preternatural Effects we meet 
with in them, would queſtionleſs be eaſily 


pointed to by the abovemention'd Principles: 


But conſidering that the greateſt part of em 
owes their Origin to the various Complexion 


of Fluids, we muſt not be ſurpriz'd to find, 


That the true and genuine Cauſe of Diſeaſes, 


can never be found by Theoretick Philoſophi- | 
fal Frinciples. For the ableſt Philoſopher and 


the 


# 


? 
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6 be Practice of Phyſick. 
hell really meet with Shears in the Jaw-bones 
and Teeth, a Phiol in the Ventricle, Hydrau- 

lick Tubes in the Veins,” Arteries, and other 
Veſſels, a Wedge in the Heart, a Sieve or 
 Straining-holes in the Viſcera, a Pair of Bel- 
lows in the Lungs, the Power of a Leaver in 


bs * 1 

* WIFE s O 5 0 ö F — 

: 4 as oa N r ˙ mA ̃ u. ̃ wͤWW! te :!!! ð«˙«ĩ?j x ͤ .  i-s 8 n 
. ON: R * N 5 * wt oat a * F $; 5 2 > * S 
„ LOSE IH © Vans, 1 1 48Y A l : h 
MEE, OO” 5 : e . : —_ : 
" "7 8" * F = : , 
* . 


= 2 


4 
* 


n 


GG © > 4 eee 


„% 9 C7 Pn (9 uw OO Of nw wat 


* 


the greateſt Maſter of the beſt Hypotheſis that 


,, will be ford to acknowledge, after all his 


Meditations and Labour in tracing the true 
conſtituent Parts of any Humours, That the 


 Minima, or leaſt Particles of any Humour of 
the Body, whether natural or ſickly, lye be- 


yond the reach of all Art and Speculation : 


Head are nothing but Wild-fire, that do not 


ſo much as touch upon the Subſtance of the 
thing. But after all, the? the true Configura- 
tion and Texture of ſuch Humours is unknown 
to us; yet in the way of Practice, tis ſuffici- 
ent that we have learn'd by Experience the 


various Progreſs, Exit, and Declenſion of 
their Motions; for being excited and directed 


by Nature, they unfold to us the true Springs 
of Indications, for the exhibiting or ſhifting 


of Remedies. Now, theſe Truths being pre- 


mis'd, we can't but confeſs that the Art of 


curing Human Bodies is acquir'd only by Uſe 
and Exerciſe; and conſequently, that Practice 


the Cure of Diſeaſes, (which was the ſecond 


Head of Diſcourſe.) The ſubtiler a Mathe- | 


matician is, he runs the Diviſions of Nature 
finer ; and therefore I would not have you to 
take all your Conceptions of Phyſick to be 
Truths, till they have ſtood the Teſt of Pra- 


Rice, What repeated ap eqns recom- 
a 


mends to you for a Truth, that you may al- 


ways depend upon as ſuch. You can't judge. 
whether Wine is good or bad, without taſting 
it: He'll neer make a perfect Muſician, that 
does not practiſe ſinging ; nor an accompliſh'd 
Soldier, that never viſits the Field. re 
ad io. - atch 
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And all the Advances of Phyſicians upon this 


is of more Importance than the Theory, to- 
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the latter we have every Day in the Phyſical 
Matters, that are built upon an uncertain 
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hatch a great many things in their. Cloſets, 
that they take to be reaſonable, and indeed 
certain; but when they deſcend to Nſe and 
Practice, they find em to be not only abſurd, 
but in a manner impoſſible. And, on the o- 
ther hand, how many things are there (eſpe- 
cially if we talk of Cures and Remedies) that 
upon their firſt Propoſal are branded as uſe- 
leſs, and inconſiſtent with Reaſon; and that 
either becauſe they do not jump exactly with 
our Hypotheſis, or becauſe we know of no 
probable Reaſon to inforce em: And after all, 
when we put em upon the Foot of Practice 
and Experience, we find em both uſeful and 
certain. Upon the whole, tis to be hop'd. 
that Phyfick. would receive much more conſi- 
derable Reinforcements, if in time to come 
the World would allow to Theory and Pra- 
ctice their reſpective and peculiar Claims. 


We 1426 WP „„ ——— 


euer 
A Method propor d to Young Beginners, of 


Ouch Things as are grounded upon Nature, 
8 improve and come to Perfection; but that 
which has no other Root but Opinion, varies, 
and fails of Increaſe. A notable Inſtance of 


it 
we 


and purely opiniative Hypotheſis. Nay, 
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chief Impediment that has contributed more 


than any thing elſe, to our not having any cer- 


tain, and ſtanding Syſtem. of Phyſſcal Mat- 


ters, we'd find = to 55 this, That Phyſicians | 
would not join and Fa. ſute the Force of 


7s 


. Lib. 5. Queſt. 4 But in regar 


their Mind to that of Experience. CHfalpimus, 
a very acute Italian, made the firſt Diſcovery 
of the Circulation of the Blood, and + apugieR 


-O > Circulation was perform'd in the ſpace 


24 Hours, as he tells you at large, Que of. Fe 
8 

nly a Poitednck of "Thought that led him 
to this noble Invention, and that he never 


av 

- 

* 
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_ conſulted ſuch Anatomical Obſeryations and 


Experiments of natural Things, as were pro- 


per for improving the Thought; we can't 


think it ſtrange that he left the Diſcovery un- 
finiſd, and, like a Dialectick Combatant 


that confided. too much in the Strength R 


Wit, fell ſhort of the Victory. Harvey taking 


notice of this, reſoly'd to conſult 4 only 
Reaſon, but Experience upon the Head; and 


periments, and teas'd. her with Anatamical 


with that View he torture d Nature with Ex- 


 Diſſections, till he forc'd her to canfeſs the 


Truth, Thus did he, beyond the Expetta- 


tion of Mankind, compleat the immortal In- 


vention of the A » by a ſort of mix- 
ture of [Reaſon and Exper The Diſco- 


very thus finiſh'd, flew: Feedily like a Meſſen- 


ger of Truth acroſs the Seas, and over the 


Albi and coming with admirahle Celerity.to 


the Knowledge of, all the Univerſities and 


Colleges. of the whole. Phyſical - Orb, was en- 
; W d appror d & nemine. * 
| or 


preſume, twill not be like 
the Winds, which tho' violent in the Quarter 
from whence they come, are broke and low- 
er'd when they reach the remoter Regions; 
but will undergo the ſame Fortune with the 
great and huge Rivers, which are large indeed 
at the Head, but receiving perpetual Supplies 
in their progreſs, inlarge their Channel, and 
Krell higher the further they go from the 


The Knowledge that Practitioners have hi- 
therto boaſted of, has been the product of O- 
pinion, and not Nature. To paſs over other 
Inſtances in ſilence, we ſhall only touch upon 
2 Fever, concerning the Eſſence of which there 
has been ſo many Hypotheſe's contriv'd in 
this Age, that a Man of Senſe cannot but be 
ſtunn'd when he thinks on it. James Sli, in 
conjunction with all Bentekee's' Followers, was 
of Opinion, That Heat is not the Cauſe, but 
the and Symptom of a Fever, and that 
a quick Pulſe is not a Sign of the ſwifter, hut 
of the ſlower Motion of Blood; ſo that he 
lac'd the Eſſence of all Fevers in the Coagu- 
tion or Incraſſation of the Blood. Going 
- npon theſe Topicks, he baniſhes bleeding an 
cooling Remedies from the Cure of Fevers ; 
and, on the other hand, recommends ſpiri- 
tuous and volatile Ingredients, and ſuch as 
diſſolve the pretended Coagulation of the 
Blood; and theſe he preſcribes promiſcuouſſy 
in all Fevers, and in all the Periods -of the 
Diſtemper. Theſe Abſurdities he runs to, in 
- purſuance of an Hypotheſis that ſprung Rees 
75 | his 
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Te Prackice of 
his own Brain, and not from the Hiſtory: 
Matter of Fact. Felmont and Campanella, 


whoſe Tenets are much the ſame, aſſerted that 


a Fever is not a Diſeaſe, but the Remedy of a 


EE Diſeaſe, callꝰd up chiefly by Nature, in order 
| to throw out a peccant Matter blended with: 


the Humours. For this reaſon their chief 
Aim in the Cure of all Fevers, was, to feed 
and increaſe the febrile Fire, by healing Reme- 
dies, and ſuch as, to uſe their own words, 
_ corroborate Nature, and enable her to diſlodge 
the Enemy that hangs upon her Shoulders, 


with greater Facility and Expedition. Hens 


ricus Screta reviving the Opinion of Diocles, 
when buried almoſt in Oblivion, derives all Fe- 
vers from the Inflammation of the Viſcera; 


and upon the conſideration that an Inflamma - 


tion * ee an Obſtruction in the Veſſels, 
or, as he ſpeaks, a hindrance. to the Circula-⸗ 
tion of the Blood, he condemns bleeding, 
purging, and ſuch other Remedies as cool an 
moderate an overbearing Heat in the Blood; 


and throws the whole Cure of all Fevers upom 


_ diſſolving, ſpirituous, and Alcholine volatile 
Remedies, or fach of hat Form as diſcuſs the 


pretended Obſtruction and Inflammation of 


the Viſcera. The Carteſian Philoſophers in⸗ 
vented a new Hypotheſis of Fevers, in purſu- 
ance of their own Principles: Their Senti- 


ments were, that in a natural State the ſubtii 


Matter ranges continvally thorough the Blood 
with great Celerity, and paſſes through its 
Pores in a ſtrait Channel; by which means it 
produces and feeds the natural Fermentations 
in the Humours: But if it ſo falls out that 

theſe Pores are put into diſorder, and n ; 
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fende of a Fever, being 


were 
affirm, chat the greateſt part of Fevers :derive _ 
their Origin from the Putrefaction of the Hu- 
mours; and being impos d upon by the vulgar 


e „adde of Phy fe * 


with a groſſer Subſtance, the ſwift and conti- 
nued thorough Fare is thereby oppos d; upon 
which this Matter undergoing a violent Agi- : 

tation, raiſes moſt vehement Motions! in the 
Blood,” in order to recover its wonted and 
clear paſſage thorough that Maſs. Now, this 
violent Commotion in the Blood is by them 
call'd à Fever; for the Cure of which, they 
recommend ſuch Remedies, a5 by thieie-ſþiri- | 


tubus flender Particles are capable to diſcuſs, 


diſſolve, and throw out by Sweat, or the other 
ways of natural Evacuation, that groſs, thick 
Matter, that ſtuffs the Pores of the Blood, 
and males them depart from a ſtreight Line, 
By this means, ay 2 the ſubtil Matter 


obtaining à clear pa ranges thorough the 


Sabſtance aud — 0 be He Humour, not! impe- 
tavully, but "mc nt de een e "_ the 5 


N. 


a 8 8 2748. 5 r: 


1 Pele x no > boity is ee with'the 


Hypotheſes of Sfloinr de le Boe, Bontekoe, Braa- 


Jones, Piens, and a great many more; that 
wh d frſt on the North- ide of the Alps: 
Nor can any Phyſician: be ignorant of the Opi- 
nion of the e date be in explaining the Eſ- 


ice, that the Humours of Animals 
of Putrefaction, did not ſtand to 


falſe 


Opinion, That Humidity is the — of Not- 


tenneſt, gelb, declaim ſo violently againſt the drin- 


King of Water- OY that they would er 


prepoſſeſsd with a 


+ ſha - 
* > 


'F 1h, 


things premis d, tis obvious, that among fo 
many Opinions and new Inventions of this 
Age, the Nature and Cure of Fevers is fo far 


JJ ²˙ 1 ˙²— ˙ TA Pe Ret Ye WY 
3 : 


ye 


ther than to allow them one drop of Water; 


and accordingly we have a 1 many Inſtan- 
of Fevers, in which 


ces of Perſons that dy d 
Water was prohibited; whoſe Heart and Lungs 
were found to be dry and wither'd.'. Theſe 


from being illuſtrated and aſſerted, that it is 
rather perplex d and cover'd with Confuſion. 
The Fever rages and burns ſtil}; ay, it burns 
both in the Schools, and in the Patients Hou- 
ſes; and the World would have groan'd under 


the ſpreading of that diſmal Fire, if one Au- 
thor, among ſo many, had not ſhone out in 


this Age, I mean Thomas Sydenham, the Imbel - 


liſher and Ornament of our Profeſſion, who lay- 
ing aſide the Fictions of Opinion, applied him- 
ſelf wholly to Obſervation, and dwelt with Na- 


ture from his younger years to a good old age; 
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Tue Praclice of Phyſick. 143 
fer their Patients to run the greateſt Riſque, ra- 


by which means he at laſt diſclosd a more pro- 


£ bable Hypotheſis af the Nature of Fevers, and 


a more plauſible Method of Cure; nay, his 


I. 


Learning and Sagacity was ſo much diſtin= 
guiſh'd in the curing of Fevers, that his Coun- 
try-men commonly calld him, The Doctor for 


Fvers. This I have been ſeveral times inform'd 
of, hy the Engliſ Gentlemen that travel into 
base rt #7 17 i e 


Wboever takes a narrow view of ſome of the 


Hypotheſes of the Moderns, and the Ground 
work they go upon, will perceive plainly, that 
what theſe Authors had in view, was to N > 


8 
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144 Tbe Practice of Phyſick. * 
and gratifie the World with a new ſort of Spe3 
culation, or elſe, that they were ignorant of 
the Rules that are proper to be obſerv'd in 

= the contriving of ſuch Schemes: For to in- 
= ' ance in the Nature of Chylification (which 

ll will 2 —— r ro of 0 —— this 
Age has produc'd as many Hypotheſes upon 

that Head, as there are Experiments — 

the Chymical Furnace, or the Philoſophical La- 
boratory. Both the Chymiſts and the expe- 

rimental Philoſophers have obſerv'd, that from 
the mixture of two or three Bodies, there 
LY £ a third of a whitiſh- Colour, ' affirm'd 
3 that. the Chyle is elaborated in the Ventricles, 
and diſpog'd to aſſume the Nature of Blood by 
an Artifice of the ſame Nature. And, which 
is yet more pernicious, they drew from theſe 
external, and, perhaps, fortuitous mixtures of 
things the Indications of Cure for Crudities, 
Inappetency, and the other diſorders of Chi- 

 lification,' which ought to have been deriv'd 

1 from the aged Obſervations made upon fach 
m_ Diſeaſes and their Symptoms. But beſides 

= the falſity of the Aſſertion, that the Conco- 
Scion, Separation, Diſſolution, and other na- 
tural Functions perform'd in the Viſcera, ob« 

ſerve the very ſame Meaſures with thoſe of a 

Chymical Furnace; this unſeaſonable jumping, 

from two or three Experiments of any Nature 

whatſoever, to the forming of general Syſtems, 
does not only block up the way that leads 
ſtraight to the unfolding of any thing, but 
drowns: the Practice of Phyſick in freſh Errors 
. foto lake ²˙ og yEe 
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Te Practice of Phyſick; 143 
I would not have any one to think, that this 

harſh way of treating the Hypotheſes of the 

Schools, ſpeaks me an Enemy to all Hypotheſes. 

For, not to mention that I have always purſu'd 4 

that Study, and recommended it to others, 1 

provided they be exactly anſwerable to the ; 4 

Laws of Nature; my chiefeſt view in this Per- . 

formance, was to eſtabliſh a ſtricter concord | 

and union between Obſervation and Hypothe- 

ſes than we have yet met with. *Tis true in 

ES giving my Senſe of Hypotheſes,[ talk in this firſt 

Book harſhly, and almoſt indecently : but that 

i was mov'd to, 8 by the extravagancy of 
the Phyſicians of this Age in hatching ſuch in- 

ventions, and partly, by the prepoſterous ap- 

S plication of ſuch arbitrary Schemes to the Cure 

= of Fevers. The Ant gathers: and applies its 

= whole Collection to uſe : Juſt ſe do the Empi- 

ricks,who hunt up and down for Experiments, 

and thoſe neither confirmed by repeated Ob- 

= ſervation, nor weigh'd in the Balance of clear 

& Reaſon; and ſdon after make uſe of themwith- 

= out diſtinction. The Spider ſpins all its threads 

out of its own Body, without gathering Mate- 

rials from abroad; and the ſame is the Pra- 

Qice of the ſpeculative Phyſicians, who may be 

juſtly call'd ſophiſtical. But the induſtrious 

Bee behaves it ſelf bettef than the reſt, it ga- 

thers 3 Honey from the Flowers, and 

then digeſts and ripens it in the little Cells of 

its Viſcera; and, in fine, works upon it witng 

eat toil and labour, till *tis work'd into the 

| higheſt degree of Perfection. Now, in our Pro- 
feſſion, we want that ſort of Phyſicians which 3 
EN? DR imitares . 


Ny 
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* imitates the Bee: for ſome of them treat Na- 
ture only by way of abſtraction, till they come 
to the potential and ſhapeleſs Matter; others 
again iniiſting too much upon Particulars ſub- 
ject to their Senſes, but not examin'd by Rea- 
ſon, are ſometimes ſo perplex'd with the con- 


fuſion of things,that they contemn ſome things | 


as being beneath their regard; and others they 
dread, as being too difficult, and beyond their 
reach. PA TAN 5 


When I conſider the Power and Effects of 

the Imagination of ſuch Authors, as have a 
wonderful Propenſity for the minting of new 
Hypotheſes, I obſerve they're drove upon the 
Study of Innovations, chiefly by two Motives; 
namely, either the proſpect of purchaſing that 
Glory that is wont to be liberally beſtow'd up- 
on new Diſcoverers of Things, and Inventors 
of Opinions; or elſe, from their diſappoint» 
ment in plodding a long time upon Books, in 
order to find out ſome probable Reaſon for 

things, without meeting with ſatisfaction; which 

puts em upon eanvaſſing the Subject in their 

own Thoughts, and coining Reaſons to them- 
ſelves. And if it happens that theſe new-coi- 

ned Reaſons pleaſe any part of the learned 
World, they ſoon after endeavour to enlarge 
their Stock of Glory, by rearing upon em an 
intire Syſtem of the Univerſe, or of ſome whole 

Art. Now theſe Men being endow'd with a 
ſtrong Imagination, can't hear of another Man's 
Opinion, but maintain their own ſtiffly, and take 
it to be more certain than all the reſt. If by 
Reading or Experience they light upon any 


T= Prader ef Phyſich. 14) 
thing, that gives but the leaſt counttnance to 
their Hypotheſis, they not only adopt it, and 
twiſt it in with their own Syſtem, but cry it up 
mightily as being a thing of the greateſt Cer- 
tain 


ty imaginable. But, after:all; that violent 
Paſſion for eſtabliſhing their own Syſtem for 
ever, confounds the Ideas of the Mind a thou- 
ſand ways, and very often repreſents to em the 
Objects of things, not ſuch as they really are, 
but ſuch as they would have em. e 
But for the purpoſe. If you would have a 
perpetual and ſtanding Hypotheſis, of neceſſi- 
= ty it muſt proceed not from the Author's Nod - 
dle, but from the things themſelves, and muſt 
Have an exact connexion with Obſervations, 
and the fix d Phenomena of Nature. A Speci- 
men of this Truth, we have, among other Phi- 
loſophers, from the Aſtronomers. The Hinge 


: | of all Aſtronomy turns chiefly upon this, that 


from Obſervations firſt made upon the Pheno- 
mena of Celeſtial Bodies, the Intelle& ſhould af- 
terwards riſe to Theory, or to Hypotheſes nice- 
ly agreeable to the Rules of Geometry; that 
from a full and mature ſurvey of theſe H 
theſes, they may be able to foretel and adjuſt 
the Motion, Situation, and Conjunction of 
theſe Bodies. Accordingly, the Aſtronomer's 
firſt care is to purchaſe a long Series of Obſer- 
vations ; after which he aſpires to Theory, in 
order to- aMgn em a probable Reaſon. Tis 
true, the Aſtronomers have form'd ſeveral Sy- 
ſtems of the Heavens, and thoſe contrary to 
one another; namely, the Prolemaick, Coperni- 
can, Tychenick, Semi-Tychonick, &c. But in pre- 
5 La digging. 
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148 LO Practice of Phyfeck. „55 
dicting the Phenomena of the Stars, and compu- 
me her Motions; that is, in foretelling E- 
-clipſes, the various Aſpects of Planets, Oc. they 
all keep cloſe to the truth, and do not differ a 
dit from one another. Now the Myſtery of 
the Matter lies chiefly here, that, tho” a parti- 
_ .cular Aſtronomer may form in his own Mind a 
- peculiar Theory of the Stars, yet all their The- 
ories are drawn from the ſame conſtant Obſer- 
vations of the Celeſtial Bodies; for whatever 
one obferv'd, is likewiſe obſerv'd by another. 
is only the reaſon (going by the name of 
T ) why theſe Bodies appear and -move 
after ſuch a manner, that depends upon the 
Will of Men, and accordingly uſes to be as 
various, as there are various ways among ſe- 
veral Men of thinking and explaining them- 
ſielves: So. that tho? they diſagree as to the 
Reaſon and Theory, yet conſidering that eve- 
| xy one'sReaſon is grounded upon the very ſame 
Obſervations of Celeſtial Bodies,*tis no wonder 
they all agree in the Prediction of Truth. 


Practical Phyficians ought to follow the Ex- 
ample of the Aſtronomers, in forming the Hy- 
potheſes of Diſeaſes : This they will be able to 
do, if they be once acquainted with the Lan- 
guage of Nature, and its ways of Expreſſion ; 
that is, if they have been long employ'd in ob- 
ſerving the Events of what is beneficial, and 
of what is hurtful. After that aged Obſervation 
has giver them to know, that in ſuch-a Diſeaſe 
ſuch a thing always happens, and that after a 
determin'd manner ; then is the Seaſon of rai- 
ling their Thoughts to form an * 
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fr it upon the foreſaid conſtant motions of 


Nature, in producing or curing this or that 


Diſtemper. This Truth is not only verified by 
Experience, but vindicated by Dr. Sdenbam, in 
adjuſting the Hypotheſis of the hyſterick IHlineſs. 
This Author is of Opinion, that the hyſterick 
IIlneſs takes its rife from the broken and lan- 
guid condition of the Spirits, upon which they 
fly out into Efferveſcencies and irregular! Mo- 
tions, and produce hyſterick Convulfions;toves 
ther with the adjoining Symptoms. The e- 
cellent Dr. Sydenbam did not cull this Hypothe- 
ſis from his own Fancy, as Men commonly do; 

but after a frequent and repeated Obſervation, 
that Bleeding, Purging, acid Syrups, and ſuch 

other Remedies as enervate the Blobd; That 
Grief, Watchings, Faſting,” Food that gives Ul 
Juice, and ſuch like Cauſes, did either oceafion 
or exaſperate the Diſtemper; and, upon the o- 
ther hand, that Steel, Venice Treacle, exhilara- 


W tingand ſpirituous oily Med' cines, Riding, ſtay- 


ing long in the Country, Wine impregnated 
with bitter Herbs, and the like, did either to- 
tally extirpate or mitigate the Diſorder? Upon 
this Obſervation, I ſay, he did not ſtand to aſ- 
ſert and form an Hypotheſis, that hyſterick 
Fits proceed from the broken and almoſt droop- 
ing Spring of the Spirits, and the Maſs of Blood, 
its being depauperated, and ſtript of its nobler 
and balſamick Fart. He ſteddily affirm'd, and 
made it out by Experiment, that the Indica- 
tions of Cure onght to be fetch'd from this 
Hypotheſis. _ TCL 
8 275 N e 


Conſidering the chief view of an Hypothel's, 
e VVV EYES 
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is to aſſign the reaſon of the Phenomena of Di- 
ſeaſes, that ſo the Mind may proceed with 
more Freedom and Clearneſs in ſingling out the 
Indications of Cure, twill therefore be equally 
neceſſary, that it be grounded upon ſome gene- 
ral and moſt. evident Principle, that's common 
to all things. Now ſuch a Principle can be 
nothing elſe but Figure and Motion: For Fi- 
gure is ſtill ſuch as it really is, whether it be 
ceiv'd by ſenſe or not, or whether it be 95 
ceiv d aright or amiſs. And as for Motion, ſince 
there is no ſuch thing as abſolute reſt in corpo- 
real Beings, and that all Bodies enjoy their parti- 


cCular motion, to which they owe all their Al- 


terations, for better or for worſe: Upon this 
Conſideration, I ſay, it can't be, but that the 
Reaſonings grounded upon theſe two ꝓrimary 
Qualities of Bodies, are entituld to a greater 
Certainty, than others that are tackd to a 


Principle of a quite different Nature. This ap- 


pears in the Modern Theory, which being 
founded upon the Laws of Mechanicks, Figure 


and Motion, affords à happier, and more cer- 


tain Solution of the Phenomena of Diſeaſes, than 


the Theory of the Galeniſtt that was pinn'd to 
the empty Fictions of firſt or occult Qualities. 


And here, in confirmation of the foregoing, as 


well as of the preſent Theſis, I muſt take notice 
by the bye, that tho! ſeveral Hypotheſes may be 


form'd concerning the breeding and curing of 


Diſeaſes, which are infinitely different,and ſome- 


times feign'd.as it were, for diverſion; yet while 
all of em appeal to the ſame ſtanding and conti- 
nued Obſeryations of Diſeaſes, they muſt all h 
equally happy as to the Cure, which makes a 

Parallel to what lobſery'd but now of the Aſtro- 
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Tis certainthat Practice ſprings from a mix- 
ture, as twere, of Reaſon and Experience, and 


is confirm'd by the ſame: But in order to ma- 
nage this Matter happily, and without Error, 
_ *twill be neceſſary, above all, to take care that 


the one does not incroach upon the Preroga- 


tive of the other; that is, that the Power of 


adjuſting and forming Judgments of Diſeaſes, 
be allotted to Obſervation alone; that Reaſon 
or Hypotheſis be allow'd the Province of fol- 
ving the Phenomena of Diſeaſes,” and giving 
Reaſons for the apparent motions of "Nature. 
For my own ſhare, I ſtick to an Hypotheſis, as 
long as I find it exactly anſwerable to the Foot- : 
ſteps of Nature; but if it ſwerves never ſo lit- 
tle from that Standard, I preſently drop my 
Theory, and follow Nature, which is always 
the beſt Guide. For conſidering that the ſpe- 


mours, peculiar to every Diſeaſe, lye too too 


are forc'd to point our Cure, not to their ef- 


ſential Nature, but to their more general 
Cauſe; varying our Method now and then, ei- 


ther upon the ſpontaneous Advice of Nature, 


if 


which it uſes to give in the eradication of D 


coſe or upon our own repeated Experience, 
which gives us certainly to know, what Me- 

thod is moſt proper to conquer ſuch or ſuch a 
Diſtemper. In the mean time, be it known 


to young Phyſicians, that there cannot be a 


more certain Sign of the Truth of Hypotheſes, 
and certain ways of Reaſoning, than that of a 


happy Succeſs in the Cure of Diſeaſes, when 
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= regulated by their Preſcriptions : If we find it 
_- - otherways, we muſt not lay too much ſtreſs 
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upon em. Thoſe who negled this Caution, 


will fall into pernicious Errors, and give freſh 
Provocation to the ignorant Mob to upbraid | 
the Phyſician with Ignorance, © 
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is not Opinion, but certain and demonſtra- 


tive Knowledge, that will do our buſineſs: We 
muſt not diſpute, but effectually try what Na- 
ture acts or will bear; and what we cannot 
reach by Speculation, we muſt not preſent] 

brand for an Impoſſibility in Nature, and ſo 


reproach Nature with the Infirmity of out 
Art. | We muſt bend our Thoughts with all 


diligence and conſtancy, upon the diſcloſing of 


| I new Methods and new Rules for curing the 


Diſtempers we call incurable: for tho? ſome of 


Lem are in effect incurable, yet the greateſt 


part are only ſuch, not from the Impoſſibility 
of the thing, but from our Weakneſs. Hiſto- 
ry is evidence, that they have been cur'd ſeve- 


- ral times by other Phyſicians; and I ſee no 


reaſon why the Cure ſhould not laſt as long as 


the Diſtemper. We ought likewiſe to em- 
ploy our ſelves, in finding out new Means and 


new Meaſures, for the happier and eaſier Cure 
of the Diſeaſes, that are commonly call'd cu- 


© Table, Let us diſplay our utmoſt Efforts, that 


Life may be Prolong'd, or that a Method'may 
be found to keep back old Age; that the true 
Nature of the Blood, and other Humours, or 
their genuinę conſtituent Parts, may be ſome- 
wy et in a clear Light; and that, either 
by Analogy with ether Animal or Vegetable 


5 - 85 Liquors, 9 5 
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Liquors, or by the helpof a Microſcope, when 


they are juſt taken out of the Body, and ſpread 


upon pellucid Glaſs ; or by ſome other Ana- 
_ Iyſis that may be more proper. Let our. Care 
be to comfort and” refreſh our Patients in 


2: 


the very Agony of Death; for tis the moſt 


to turn his back upon a Diſeaſe as incurable, 


and bid adieu to his Patient, Two or three days 


before he dies. We: ought ſtill to try" new. - | 


to the very laſt gaſp : for while the Soul ho- 


* 


# 


i 


CA 


vers within the Body, there is ſtill ſome hopes ) 


to be plac'd in our admirable Art. In fine, we 


ought to make it our earneſt buſineſs. to find © 


out ſpecifickRemedies,and fuchas will infallihiy 
anſwer every Diſtemper, not to mention -the, 
Infinity of other things that are fill. wanti 
in our noble Profeſſion ; to the end Fix 
the Creator of all things, may enrich t 
mily of Mankind with new Bleſſings 
TENETS 
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or certain and conſtant Rules, to be made. 
5 DENG a Standard,by. a puzzled Phyſician, 
in the ambiguous Events of Diſcaſes. 
e , 06 
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"PHO" we have ſhown in the foregoing 
1 Chapters, that Theory and Hypotheſes . 

are neceflary both for tracing the Cauſes and 
e | | 1 Effects 
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inn Fin eder of Pie 
Effects of Diſcaſes, and for a Directory to Me- 
thod; nevertheleſs when we come to the ſick 


Man' Bed, we find they frequently fruſtrate 


our Hopes, in pointing to a Method of Cure; 


nay, ſometimes we. find our Patient benefited 
by what either is, or ſeems, contrary to the 
very Circulation of the. Blood; which, un- 
_ doubtedly is the ſureſt Hypotheſis that is. 
For. this Reaſon I am of the Opinion, that no- 
thing can be more conducive to our Profeſſions 
than the daily Inveſtigation of new Heads of 
Precepts or Sentences, conſirm'd by long Uſe 
and mature Experience, with reference to the 
Diagnoſticks, Prognoſticks, and Cure of Di- 
ſeaſes ; for they not only ſeldom impoſe upon 
us, and that for the Reaſons mention'd above, 
Cap. 2. F. 7,8. & feq. but diſcoyer to us 
at firſt view, and, without the long-winded 
Turns of Theory, the true and perpetual In- 
dications of what's to be done. Nor is this 
Opinion of mine the Fiction of a timorous and 
doubt ful Mind, but the very Method of Wri- 
ting and Teaching, obſerv'd by Hippocrates in 
all his Books, and after him conſtantly pur- 
ſued. by all the wiſeſt, PraQtitioners. If that 
great Man had not been fully aſſur'd, that 


| this preceptive Method was preferable to all 


others, and more conducive to the benefit of 
the Sick, and the confirmation of Phyſick; 
queſtionleſs, he would never have ſtuck ſo 
cloſe to it, both in the courſe of his Practice, 
and the tenor of his Writings. In imitation 
therefore of his Example, I purpoſe here to 
lay down ſome Precepts, which I know to be 
certain, either from the beſt. Authors, or from 
repeated Obſervation in divers Hoſ} Pos * 
| an E . {4% 067 | 5 raly. 
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; 1. Theſe will Woe as a Pattern for young 
Beginners, by Which they may take their 
Meaſures in tracing new Frecepts every day. | 
They are as follows... - + 
In the beginning of acute -Diſeaſes, Purgg- 
| tion is pernicious, , 15 pecially if perform d 
violent Catharticks. Tis in Vain to vg, 
_ . That many 182555 are gen in the beg 
y exhibiting a Purge. for it Rs Fes 5 
Matter narrowly, ſuch Fevers at IE 12 | 
8 or ſuch as ariſe from | 
5 raten! in 17 . 0 be 


Crvairy) and con =. angled for de- 
that jan if Tn EX 


ple and EE ere Eons ++ 
; Symptoms, that either were not 92 5 : | 
at leaſt were much milder. 


177 


by 


Further: In the beginning of; acute Fevers, 
yon muſt avoid not only Purgatives, but like- 
wiſe volatile Diaphoreticks, and ſuch other 
impetuous Med' cines: for at that time the 
Blood being over and above inflam'd, and A 
together diſabled for ben af * reaſon 
a] the OO and Confuſion of th Water 
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Matter that puts it into agitation, tis irtita- 
3 ted and ſet on fire by ſuch Remedies ; _upor 
= which it repairs. with a precipitant I! to 
1 the Head, or the other 'Viicera, and there 
= are uces fatal Stagnations, or many other | 
1 3 toms that did not appear before; ſüch 
as *Deliriims Watchings,Fmptomarick Sweats, 
Anxiety, Anguiſh, Thirſt; and the like. For 
= my own part Pre obſerv'd nothing more fre- 
11 thi exhibiting of a Purge, or any 
= - ? ther” impetuous Med”cine, 'than the exacer- 
. | bation and reduplication of the Fever. 
= III loflammations of the Pleura, Tnteſtines, 
1 Bladder, Ee. if the Pain abates'of'a Lan I 5 
3 | While the Never and other Symptoms increaſe 
6 Vith an intermitting and lo Pulſe, know for 
a EE that a Delirium will come” in the 
page of a few hours; for it ſpeaks that the 
Diſcaſt is turn d into 4 Gangrene.” | wy hay 
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| les ny oblbiva,: that ach Bleu 
vidick Perfons, as came tb Rave Impoſtumes in 
their Ears, were all cur d. a 
Thoſe who | in the beg 8 of a 2 Fever had 
1 2 motion to vomit, an ' thro” the negligence 
of the Phyſician, or the impotency of weak 
1 5 did not actually v or, J have found 
frequently to be ſerz'd i 5 "the progreſs of the 
Dies ber with ſevere Looſneſſes. 8 
RE an > bſtruRtion of the Viſcera, if the thts 
eps FP its natural lively colour, you may 
ly undertake the Cure; for ſuch Patients 
2 aby be ſet right. But if the Face is 
ver Pen alter d, and the whole Body is o- 
3 ver- run 


If 


ver- run OE an univerſal Paloneſs and I. 


neſs, avoid to meddle with em if you can; * 
for vill be a hard matter to cure em. How- 
ever, the Caſe is quite different in a Cancer 


of the Womb; for then the Face SP to its 


natural colour, and the Cheeks are of A roly 


f red colou. 


In a peripneumonia, if the; Fever, Cough; a” 
a ſuch other Symptoms are exaſperated the 
Fifth day, the greater the exaſperation is, the - 
more aſſurance you have that Death will enſue z 


on the Seventh. 


If you are tronbled with Gon acid Belch- 7 


ings, abſtain from Wine, and you're curd : 


Inſtead of Wine, make uſe of Water impreg- 


mated with Aniſe-ſeed and Cinamon- 
Toure well 7 may return to n. . 


Wo” 7 3 5 : III. 8 | „ 9. 
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pes Caſe of a . if you n crhibit 2 3 


Farmer (8 r of Buckthorn with Wine 
I commonly uſe) at the very hour of the firſt 


Invaſion, /or at leaſt a few hours after, you'll 


find that after the Operation of this, or at 
moſt another ſucceeding Purge, is over, the 
Patient is certainly cur — But this will not 
hold, if the Diſeaſe. is of ſeveral: e or 


months ſtanding. 


In all Diſeaſes wharberar, he: fare ou * 
ways mind the Tongue; for that affords a 
more certain and ed view of the ſtate of 
the Blood, than any other Sign. All other 


Signs do frequently miſlead us, but tfis ſeldom 
or never; and unleſs the taſte, colour, and 


other qualities of the Tongue return to their 
„ „ tural 


* 


* 


ir don confelt-your own Credit 
think the Patient well. 
As many days as the beginning of the Fever | 


creaſe, of the State; and of the Declenſion. 
And if the beginning be violent, malignant, 
or. impetuous; or, on the other hand, mild 


and favourable; the ſame in proportion will 
be the Character of the other Periods. So that 


2 diligent and mature examination of the be- 


ginning of the Diſeaſe, is the only Fund from 
Which we can take our Prognoſticks of the du- 


ration or event of a Fever. 
When Spots appear in Fevers, take care 


von make no effort upon the firſt Paſſages: for 
© at that time even Glyſters are much ſuſpected. 


The later that the Spots appear, and the 


nearer to the Status or heighth of the Diſtem- 


per, they're ſo much the better; for then the 
Diſeaſe tends to a Criſis and Concoction. And 
the eruption of the Spots ought to be promo- = 
ted again and again with Bezoardick and Di- 
aphoretickx Med*cines, taking care in the 
mean time to avoid a Looſeneſs by all poſſible 
means. On the other hand, if they appear in 
the beginning of the Illneſs, they bear an ill 
Character; for they denote à great fuſion and 
diſſolution of the Blood. 
In intermitting Fevers, if the ſecond Fit is 


more violent than the firſt, and the third ve- 


ng * | Fl P 1 
| Fever, he expires comn 777 
44. ; \ 


ry gentle, you'may nd upon it, the Fever 
will diſappear N fourth Fit. If the 
fourth Fit be very violent, and the fifth much 
flacker, the ſeventh gives an entire Solution of 
the Fever. If a Patient dies of an intermitting 
yabout the 1 

35 
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thoſe who die in the Increaſe, Heighth, or Be- 


 clenfion. + © © 


* 


In intermitting Fevers, the Urine is very 
red, and of a Brick- colour; nay, Urine of this 
colour, is almoſt a certain and peculiar Sym- 
ptom of ſuch Fevers. If the Urine be of a deep 

red colour, and drops a Brick-colour'd. Sedi> 
ment when expos d to the Air, let the Form 
of the Diſeaſe be what it will, you may reſt aſ- 
ſur'd, that it derives its Origin from the Fer- 


ment of intermitting Fevers. This Pve obſer- 
ved agaln and again. | 0 w_ : 1 n ICS. I 


IV. 


In ſeveral Diſeaſes Remedies do more harm 


than good; and benefit is reap'd from motion 
and exerciſe in the Country- air. Tis the con- 
ſtant Remark of all the moſt learned Phyſicians, 


that ſome obſtinate and chronical Diſeaſes, eſpe- 
cially thoſe ariſing from Paſſions of the Mind, 


and Grief of long ſtanding, admit of no ſpee- 
dier Remedy, than riding in the Country- air. 


Phthiſick accompany d witha meltingLooſneſs, 
and the other Symptoms of a deſperate Caſe; 


in inveterate, hyſterick, and hypochondriack 


Diſorders; in a word, in all chronical Diſeaſes, 


and ſuch as ariſe from an obſtruction of the 


Viſcera; after all other Remedies are tried to 
no purpoſe, we find nothing better than riding 


out upon Horſe- back; firſt, for a few Furlongs, 


and afterwards many Miles, and that chiefly in 


the morning and clear ſunny weather. This 
is religiouſly acknowledg'd by the excellent 


- 


Dr. Sydenham, and was mention d long before 


him 
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him by Hippocrates, Lib. de | 
| jection, that the Patient is too weak, and fo 


* 
* To, 
CE Z 75 
* 6 : 
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by ic k. 


Dieta.: Tis no Ob- 


low in ſtrength, that he cannot be moy'd i | 


- his Bed; for in that Caſe, the Exerciſe 


commence firſt in a Coach, for a few Furlongs, 


and fo proceed . to riding on Horſe- 
back, and that for 


th ſeveral Miles. For by this 
ſort of Exerciſe occaſion'd by riding, the Viſ- 
cera of the Abdomen are gradually ſhak'd and 
joge'd.; the jogging of a Horſe falling all upon 
the lower Belly of the Rider, andthereſt of the 


Members being very little affected. By virtue 
of this repeated Succuſſion, the languid and 
almoſt flagging Spring of the Fibres is re- 


triev'd; the diminiſh'd or obſtructed motion 


of the Humours and Spirits is rouz d up; and 


what. Viſcidity ſticks to the Glandules of the 


'Viſcera, recovers its loſt Circulation. Now. 


the Ferments of the Viſcera being thus reſtord 


and exalted by a continued courſe of Riding, not 
only their concocting Faculty, but even the 
Secretion of the Humours, is put upon the pri- 


mitive and healthful foot; and the peccant 


Matter that has ſo long hung upon em, is 


thrown out by ſuch Paſſages as Nature finds 
convenient. I ought. not to conceal this Se- 
cret of Exerciſe in the way of riding from the 


Citizens of Rome, where the. Atmoſphere is 


almoſt perpetually clogg d and foul'd with moiſt 
cloudy weather, and conſequently. has but a 
ſmall elaſtick force; fo that *tis no wonder, 


that it commonly occaſions a looſe Flaggineſs 
in the ſolid Parts of the humane Body, and 


a ſluggiſh inactivity with a ſort of clammineſs 


in the Fluids. Tis for this Reaſon that the three 
Diſeaſes, deſcrib'd by the Learned e af, 


# $4 bo 


T1 5 Praflice of Phyfck, 161 1 


Eu Roman. rage chief n this City; e, 
a conſtant 1 the Head, % Wearineſß, , 
and a coſtive Belly : From all which tis mani- 
feſt, that in the Air of Rome the motians bo! 
of the ſolid and fluid Parts become too lan- 
_ guid ; and that this Air will ever be the batie 
of the health of the Inhabitants, unleſs they 
call up and W the motion of the Hu- 
mours and Spirits, by exerciſing themſelves a- 
broad ; that ſo the Humours and Spirits may 
have a clear Fade throꝰ their Pipes, and the 
| Tone or Sprin 38 both being thus retriey'd, 
ncoction and Secretion may be perform'd in 
5 hs Viſcera, and other Parts of the ich pur- 
ſuant | to the Laws of Nature. | 


0 wh 4 p þ ; 15 = 2 4 


is an 185 $i n, if about a innin For 
the Status or the heighth of the Diſeaſe, 185 | 
Vrine being reddiſh, and much loaded with 


great plenty of excrementitious Contents , 


Changes gra dually to a pale and thin Conſfi= 
th 


ſtence; e Pulſe becomes quicker, weak, 
and almoſt wavering; if the Tendons ſtart, e- 
ſpecially while the ulſe is felt; if Talkative- 
| nel 8, fearful Dreams, and ſuch other Sym- 
ptoms 88 For in that condition, you 
may expect the ſpeedy arrival of fatal Symptoms 
in the Head; namely, Deliriums, Watchings, 
Coma's, and even diſorders in the other Parts; 
but above all, the change of the Fever into 
that of a malignant Form. 

In Ferers, the ſtrength of the Spirits is 


known to a certainty from the Pulſe; ſo that 


if the Pulſe be 85 and equal, we always 
* . 1 we n th Tre 
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| Prudence and Caution. 


xance of Deliriums, Convull 8. Tremblings 


and the other perverſe Symptoms of the ner- 
vous Family. On the contrary, if the Pulſe 
de very quick, weak, and wavering, tho? all 
the other Symptoms promiſe a Recovery, we 
are always apprehenſive; for generally ſuch 5 


Pulſe 1 is the Harbinger of Death. 


As long as Feveri Perſons ſpit, they are oe 
of danger, in continual as well as intermitting 


Fevers. A foul Tongue is always ſuſpected. 
With reſpect to the Phenonema of a Fever, 


tis better known than any other Diſtemper; 


but wich regard to its Conſtitution and Cauſe, 
5 tis the leaſt known of any. ' © 


In a Cachexy or a Dropſie of the Breaſt or 
Belly, if a ruddy and indifferent good colour 


of t 0 Face, ſhifts on a ſudden to a wan Lead- 


colour, the Patient will die ſuddenly in the 

ſpace of a a few days, or a month at moſt. 
The Children of great Weener 

with an uſeleſs load of Remedies, than with the 


force of their Illneſs; eſpecially if their IIlneſs is 


acute. Let me adviſe you, in ſuch Caſes, to 
uſe but few Remedies, and Even thoſe Laan - 


„ $ ned 5 


l a FP AE Diarra, or an acute Ferer 


comes upon a Fit of the Iliack Paſſion, the Fa- 


tient wilt die in a ſhort time. | 
If a Guta Serena follows an Apoplexy or E-· 
pilepfy, tis a ſign of Death, or at leaſt of the 


vehemence of the Diſeaſ. 5 
In the lliack Paſſion, the ſtronger Remieches 
7 Wi OT IE 1 ſharp * i 
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The Practice of Phyſik. 16 
the more you conſtipate the Belly; for theſe in- 
creaſe the frizzling and contraction of the 
Fibres: But Anodyne, Emollient, and Diſſol- 
ving Med' cines are beneficial. . 


o 


f an lliack Fit is attended by a Suppreſſion 
of Urine, Strangury, Hickup, Inflation of the 
Belly, or Conyulſions, the Diſeaſe is mortal. 
© Madneſs and Melancholy are ſo near allied, 
that oftentimes Madneſs turns to Melancholy, 
and frequently the beginning of Melanchol 
reliſhes ſomewhat of — ; as the —— 4 


Dadonæus has well obſerv-C!C ““C. 
When Women are ill of a Gonorrhæa or un- 
der their menſtrual Flux, they have à livid 
Lead-colour'd Ring under their Eyes; which 
may be reckon'd one of the Diagnoſticks of the 
In acute and dangerous Diſeaſes, a low, 
quick, and (as *twere) ſtaggering Pulſe, is oft- 
ner follow'd by Death than by Recovery. 


L - 


In acute Fevers or Diſeaſes, the Urine, call'd 
Suhjug al (that is, reſembling the groſs, mud- 
dy Urine of Oxen) is always a Sign of diſor- 
ders in the Head. If when this fort of Urine 
comes, the Pulſe is low and weak, and the 
Patient is ſleepy, or affected with a heavineſs 
in the Head, you mayprognoſticate from thence 
that ſome ſleepy Diſtemper, and particularly a 
Lethargy, is juſt at hand. But if that Urine 
is accompanied with Watchings, Head-aches, 
Thirſt, a parch'd Tongue, a burning Heat in 
the Bowels, and the like, you may foretel that 
a Delirium, or Convulſions, or the other difor- 
ders of the Nerves will be upon him preſently. 
Tho” this ſubjugal Urine is an ill Sign in acute 
Diſcaſes, tis a good one in ſome chronical 
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| Diſtenipers; 5 particularly, . „ Rhe ma iſ 3 > 
Gout; G 8 
Some are wont to be troubled tires hours | 
before Dinner with diforders in the Sto- 
mach; =_ rticularly, a Pain in the Stomach, 
Wind, rudities, &c. And in ſuch Caſes, I 
have experienc d the ſpecifick Vertue of Quer- 
cet anus Stomachick, given at that very time 
to half a dram in a Diſh of Coffee; eſpeciall7 
if the Conſtitution ot the Body be moiſt with . 
viſcid Humours; and above all, if the Perſon 
lives intemperately. The Tincture of theBark 
of Saſſafras- wood, extracted with Spirit of 
Wine, and given at that hour, to two Spoon- 
fuls, or even repeated ſeveral times a-day, 
diſpels Wind in the Stomach, almoſt in a mi- 
nute of time: And the ſame is the Vertue of 


the Iincture of ere e drawn with the 


, ame Spirit. | 

Oil of Mint is beneficial in all the Diſcaſes 
of the Stomach. 

The Hectick Fever of pocky Perſons; tho' it 
ſeems to be deſperate, is very eaſily cur'd, by 
carrying off the Seeds of the Pox with Specificks | 
Proper for that Diſeaſe. 

In the continual Fevers of Women in Child- 
bedif they are ſeizʒ d witha difficulty of breath- 


ing; tis always dangerous; for moſt of em die. 


Among all the Signs of a dead Fætus in the 


Womb, given in by Authors, a Teneſmus, or 


frequent Inclination to go to Stool, is the moſt 


certain, and next to in llible. 


A Jaundice happening in Fevers, i is always 


- monſtrous; ; and ſuch F evers are ſeldom with- 


dur Malignity. 
ect things are improper] in Fevers; 5 ry you 
| | * 


I * ** hs - * W 9 q * © 
> N g 2 4 * enn ae, 6 r * < 
WEI 2 o py N N q ny ho 8 9 
1 7 


e Prafliceaf Phyſick. 165 
: | ought to avoid the aſe of Sugar; for it inflames 5 


the Diſeaſe, eſpecially in Children, or in hy- 
pochondriack or hyſterick Perſons 
In malignant Fevers, above all things, mind 
the Eyes, Tongue, and Hands; a foul Tongue 


and trembling Hands are always dangerous in 


In the malignant Feyers, in which the of- 


fenſive Humour 1s to be expellVd from the Cen- 
ter to the Circumference of the Body; before 
the Expulſion, there's a difficulty of Breathing, 


and great Anxiety in the Breaſt, whieh decline | 
by degrees after the Expulſion is effected. This 
I have frequently obſerv d in ſpotted and ſcar- 


let Fevers, in the Meaſles, Small Pox, and the 


q mmm; 


In a Plague, the ſooner the Bubo's break out, ; 
the better for the Patient; for by that means 
the internal Parts are kept clear of the Con- 


* - 


tagion. „ TTT ((T 
The Itching of the Noſtrils, is an infallible 


Sign of a ſimple Synocha; and ſo is a gentle moi- 


ſture upon the Skin, according to Walſchmid. . 


Pye. obſerv'd ſeveral times, that a Zipyria 


Fever (i. e. that in which the outward: Parts 


are cold, while the inward burn) diſappears 
immediately upon the acceſſion of a Cholera - 
But not ſo upon the appearance of Sweat or 


Urine; for which reaſon Diaphoreticks and Diu- 
treticks ought to be cautiouſly us'd in ſuch Fevers. 

1. never ſaw a bleeding at Noſe ſucceed well 
in a Spotted Fever; eſpecially if it be atten- 
ded with many grievous Symptoms. 


In Fevers occaſion'd by the alteration of the 


Air at Rome, Ive obſerv'd that Sleep inſued upon 


dleeding in the Arm; but not ſo in the Fot. 
„ "M3 | made - 


<O 
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Th Proflice i Phy lick. 
I made this Remark in the Hoſpital of Rome; 


in Summer 1693. That in acute Diſeaſes,moſt 
of thoſe whoſe Blood drawn by Veneſection 


had a white chylous Cruſt upon it, recover'd ; 
and thoſe'dy'd, whoſe Blood” was very ruti- 


lant, or had too red a Surface. Tt 

I commence the Cure of all acute Fevers, by 
letting] Blood, being taught ſo to do by Expe- 
rience; for I have eber r, that the 
Bleeding was follow*d' with a Sweat that eas d 


the Patient. © 


In malignant Fertan Bleeding in the Arm 
inflames'the Diſeaſe, and turns its whole Force 


upon the Head; whence inſues ſoon after De- 


liriums; fleepy Diſorders, c. But bleeding in 
the Foot is beneficial. This Obſervation i 
made at Rome in the Hoſpital. 


. © A Cauftick apply'd to the Legs, cures the 
 Gutta Roſacea,and other Redneſſes of the Face, 


when all other Remedies are ineffectual: Wit- 
neſs Mercurialis Lib. de decoratione, Cap. 13. 


__ AndthisObſervationT had given me as a migh- 


ty Secret by a very learned Phyſician at Padua. 
© In the Diſeaſes of the Face, Purgatives are 

the principal Remedies; as we are taught, not 
only by Experience, but the Divine old Gentle- . 
man, in Coacis ; where he ſpeaks to this pur- 
poſe : The Belly being mov d to a frequent Eva- 


| cuation of a ſmall Quantity, ad off 5 80 Eruption 


of the Face. And again, de Diæta, Lib. 2. e 
tion draws the Humour from all Parts of the Body, 


and chiefly from the Head, if it be hot. Now th 


Evacuation of the Head purges the Eyes, Neſtvils, 


& c. and renders the Face cleaner and clearer com- 


1225 Phe d. So far Hippocrates, 


Heer eren chat t ponimencewith greatSwoon- 
- ings, 


1568 The Prafliceif Pho. 


Rage of the febrile Heat threaten diſmal Sym- 
ptoms, unleſs they be mitigated by the 5 : 
Repetition of moiſtening and diluting Medi- 
cines, and the Motion of the Blood reduc'd to 
that Mediocrity, that's ſufficient for making 4 
Depuration. $0 : 

The mortal iel of the Lungs, whether 
with or without a Fever, are, for the moſt part, 
attended towards the latter end with diſorders 

in the Head; namely, Over-ſleeping, Lethargy, 
Giddineſs, Dimneſs of the Eyes, &. Pve ſeen 
a St. Anthony's Fire in the Face e cur'd 
by the Preſcription of a proper Purge; and 
this was one of the Arcanums of a Pau ua Phyſi- 
clan, that was my very good Friend. _ 

Coſtiveneſs is good for old Men, and a ooſp 
Bell pair ts the ee, Celſus. 5 
| 1 ws made the Obſervation twice, that | 

thoſe who are troubled with an obſtinate 
1 e die Hectick within a Vea. 
The Pains of the Head ariſe, for the moſt 
part, from the Stomach ; and if you are ſatis - 
. Hed they do, make uſe of Stomachicks, Clyſters, 
and a regular Diet. I do not ſpeak of the 
pocky Pains and inveterate Hemicrania s, that 
derive their Origin r another Source. 

The Coutions of Nate d pe obey d; bar 
tho we can't fathom em, we muſt ſtil] obey; for 
its progreſs is regulated not by fortuitous, but 
by conſtant and perpetual Laws. This will ap- 
pear more evidently fr om The following Inſtan- 
ces. 2 
3 Waman at Padua was cechanies with A 
1 Piſtol loaded with very ſmall Bullets, about 


| L 1 5 end of the * Ribs on the left ſide; the 
hk * ha le- 
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Whale. bone of her Stays being broke with the 


Force of the Bullets. In the Progreſs of the 
Cure, ſhe was ſeiz'd with a grievous Cough, 
and cough'd up ſeveral Pieces of that Whale- 


bone, to the great Surprizal of thoſe who were 
bye. What way Nature brought this about, is 
a thing unknown. After the Wound was cur d 


up, the Woman was taken with an inſufferable 
Pain between her Hips; the Pain was follow'd 


by a Tumour and an Inflammation, which came 
to Suppuration: This being open'd with 2 


Lancet, the Surgeon took out from thence the | 


little Bullets that had made the Wound in her 
fide; and fo the Woman recover'd perfectly. 


A learned Man at Rome having took a Cly- 


ſter of warm Water, kept it intirely in his In- 


teſtines; and not long after voided the whole 


Clyſter by Urine, without the paſſing of one 


drop by Stool. And this, he told me, he had 


done frequently. Benivenins of Florence has 


much ſuch another Obſervation in his Obſervart. |. 


Rarior. Cap. 7. namely, That a Boy of Twelve 
years of Age, aſter a Suppreſſion of Urine for 
Seven days, voided it by Stool, and recoyer'd. 
Anatomiſts have been long at work, to find out 
Paſſages to convey Water directly from the 
Inteſtines to the Bladder: But their Labour 
has hitherto been in vain. Bonetus, in his Medic. 
Septentr. Tom. 2. f. 652. and the Tranſitions 
of England for Octob. 1670. make mention of 
theſe new Ducts or little Canals; but the 
Truth is not ſet in a clear Light, and fo they 


are not fully credited. In the mean time, if _ 


one ſhould aſſert, That the Water paſſes into 


the Bladder thro' the Pores of the Veſſels and 


Membranes, as the Hydropick Water paſles 
IT WO Win oY out 
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dut of the Cavity of the Abdomen into the 
Inteſtines, by virtue of a Purge; would the 


% 5 Aſſertion be approv d or diſapproy'd ? 1 leave 


the learned World to judge of it. 
A Man of Forty years of Age ſubject to the 


Dlles, was troubled a long time with a hard and 


prominent eos in the middle of his Breaſt; 
and having try'd to no purpoſe all ſorts of Re- 


medies, both internal and external, for te 


ſpace of Nine months, was ſeiz d on a ſudden 
with a hæmorrhoidal Flux; upon which the 
abovemention'd Humour diſappear'd preſent- 
thx, and almoſt incredibly, and the Patient reco- 
verd. This ſame Perſon is, upon a Suppreſſion 


of the Piles, oftentimes troubled with a ſort of 


red Swellings in his Fingers, which yield to no 
Remedies, but diſappear the next day after 

the Hemorrhoids begin to run. Here I could 
. Inſert ſeveral Inſtances of the wonderful uſe- 
fulneſs of opening the hæmorrhoid Veins (not- 
| withſtanding the Circulation of the Blood) be- 


VFVond the opening of other Veins ; and that in 


ſuch as are troubled with Pains or Heat in the 
Hypochondria, a Heavineſs. upon the Loins, 
Wind, Diſtentions, and Rumblings in the Inte- 
ſtines, and ſeveral other Diſorders of the natu- 

ral Viſcera, beſides other of the Vital and Ani- 
mal. But in regard Hippocrates, Lib. de Humor. 
& Epidem. 6. has ſet down the Benefit of the 


hemorrhoidal Flux, I ſhall content my ſelf with 


inſerting his Words. Thoſe, ſays he, who have 
the Flux of the Hemorrhoids, are neither troubled 
with the Pleuriſie, nor a Peripneumonia, nor eat= 
ing Ulcers, nor Fellons, nor the little Swellings, 
cal dTherminthi from their reſemblance of a etch; 
and, perhaps, not with a Leproſie or Tu. h 


* 


a. 1. Pleuritick Perſons don not beg t to o diabuys 
den in the Fourth day, but, on the contrary, 

the Fever and other Symptoms increaſe, being 
accompany'd with a great difficulty of Breath- 
ing and Snorting, Death viſits them on the Se- 
venth; and in ſũch _ the Feet uſe to n 
and the Eyes to grow dim, before Death. 


A Scirrhus of the Bladder bears * exact re- | 


Kdblancs to a Stone in the Bladder; 


ant to what I have ſeen twice in the OA eftion 


of dead Corps. 
- Groſs Urine, fall of Sediment, whitiſh; viſid,” 


and ſticking to the Chamber- pot, is no an | 


derable Sign of a Stone in the Bladder. /- 

Thoſe who are ſeiz d with an inward nes 
nia, or Rupture of the Arteries, die either 
ſuddenly, or of a ſpitting of Blood. I would ad- 
viſe all ſuch Perſons to =bſtain from tao much 
Motion, from Venery, Anger, ſpirituous IA- 
quors, and whatever inflames or diſturbs the 
Motion of the Blood. Let them uſe aMilk-diet, ._ 

moderate Motion, and Food of ſome Viſcidity. 

Aneuriſma's proceed from a Rupture of the 


Tunicle of an Artery: Varices ariſe from the 


Rupture of a Valve in the Veins; and the Hy- 


datides are occafion'd' by the broken Valves wr 
the L:ymphatick Veſſels. - 


In all the Diſeaſes of the Breaſt; efp b 2 
Spitting of Blood and a Pleuriſy, the Sa 0 


Diet muſt always be preſcrib'd ; for. fear the 


Blood ſwelling with too much Chyle, ſhould 5 3 


d 
1 


drive impetuouſly upon the tender Parts of the 3 a 1 


affected Lungs. 2 
A hard Pulſe is a. conſtant Ge of a 


9 
Arten Fe „ 


| e as a 1825 Pulſe is oral the DENT. EE 
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1572 Fbe Practice of Phyſick. 
«ae nſes of the Lungs: And this you may place a- 
maong thediltinguiſhing Signs of ſuch Diſeaſes 
_* of the Breaſt as are hard to be known: ' - © 
In a dangerous and ſuſpected Fever, if a 
Swelling happens in the parotid Glands, with- 
out any\greatPain or Suſpicion of Inflammation, 
burn it preſently with a hot Iron, to the end 
that the malignant Matter may be puſh'd out- 

ward, and thrown out by Suppuration. For o- 
2 therwiſe the morbifick Cauſe mayretreat to the 
nobler Viſcera, and occaſion Death. Vale ſius, a- 
mong other Authors, recommends this Cure; 
and I have ſometimes ſeen it perform'd with 
= _ goodSnccels, by the Direction of a Learned old 
E - — Phyſician, in the Hoſpital of Padua. If aSwel- 
Ang of the parotid Gland appears ſymptomati- 
aaually, it always portends Death; as Riverius has 
=_— ©: obſerve more particularly. If t comes criti- 
ally, tis a good Sign. Nowa Parotis is call'd 
ſymptomatick, if it appears at a time when the 
5 Symptoms are ſtill high, and the Diſeaſe is 
mie ann than ab ate. 
If in Coughing, little things like Grains are 
brought up, and theſe Grains ſtink extremely _ 
when ſqueez'd with one's Fingers, they are a 
certain Sign of a latent Vomica or Impoſthume 
in the Breaſt; eſpecially if the other Signs ac. 
company em. Foreſtus has obſerv'd, that in ſuch 
Caſes, upon the breaking of the Vomica or Im- 
poſthume, for the moſt part, the Patient dies 
WJWJWJJJJ%%%%%ù 88 
All the Suppurations of other Parts diſcover 
themſelves by the acceſſion of a Fever, and a 
Shivering; only the Suppuration or Vomica of 
the Lungs, ſteals on without the fore ſaid Signs. 
| And this ought to be ſeriouſly minded 3 
young Practitioners. = 
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In an Impoſthume of the Lungs, Abſceſſes in 


; the Ears and Feet are good, according to Hip- 


Fette for a Vomica uſes to diſcharge it ſelf 


theſe two . its two . Emun- 
Boris. | 

Oftentimes a 'Quinſey proceeds from a Sup- 
preſſion of the Terms or Hemorrhoids ; which 
8 ht to be carefully mindec. 


f a Quinſey that's truly inflammatory and 


ſanguineons, as they call it, does not yield to 
two Bleedings, let ſcarify'd Cupping-Glaſ- 


ſes be apply'd to theShoulder-blades, and the - 


Caſe will alter to the better. Of this 1 have 
ſeen ſeveral Inſtances. c 


I cur'd a Woman that was f frequently ſubje& 5 


to the Quinſey,by raiſing a Cautery in her Arm, 


after a fruitleſs Trial of other Remedies; nay, 


Cauteries and Scarifications of the Shoulder 85 


blades, are always beneficial in ſuch Diſeaſes 
as are ſeated about the Neck or Fac. 
In all occult Quinſeys, If the Patient be 


ſeiz'd with a Pain in the ſide, the Pain about the : 


Neck and Throat and the difficulty of Breath- 
ing and Swallowing being much ahated; it ſigni- 
fies that the Quinſey is turn'd to a Peripneums- 


nia. Now this Change is very pernicious; for ei- 


ther ſpeedy Death or a Suppuration inſues; as 


the Learned Dodonæus has well obſerv'd out of 


Hi ocrates. 
Fr | | + 


in all Diſeaſes, eſpecially thoſe call'd and ; 


if an Inflation of the Abdomen appears and con- 
_ tinues, tis the Harbinger of Death. Of this 


I haxe had infallible and frequent Proofs in 
. _ ä up and down * whos ©. 


— 


m4 Th Prolies 0 P fic. 
If in acute or other mortal Diſtempers, the 

N is cold, Death follows ſoon after. This 
| Obſervation was communicated to Riuerius by 
i” Tagen u, and I have ſometimes obſerv'd it my 
"of 

In any Diſeaſe, if the Appetite be weak = 
ſunk, and comes to be very keen all on a 4 Mods 
den, without any Criſis or diminution of the 
Diſeaſe, the Patient will die ſoon after: for it 
fignifies, that the Brain is diſorder'd, and the 
ſenſitive Faculty ſunk. This I once prognoſtica- 
tel, upon Sennerrus's Authority, in the Caſe of 
| 1 that had been long ill; and a 

e dy'd next day. 

"If @ Patient; extenuated with acute or chro- 

IDiſeafes, Wounds, or any other way, voids 

y Stool black Bile or black Blood, as te 
? bel die the next day: Hip. Seft. 4. a 23. 
Vpon the Credit o this Prognoſtick, 
told Death four times in our Hoſpital. 

A Leek- colour d or green Flux of the Belly, 
denotes either Death or a Diſeaſe of long 
ſtanding; as I have oftentimes obſerv'd, * 
cially in acute Qaſes. | 
In a Fever, if a great Swelling appears in 
the Perineuni, occaſioning a Suppreſſion of U- 


1 


nine, or « Conſtipation of the Belly, twill turn 


to a Sangrene and kill the Patient. Tulpius and 
Couſ. in Epidem. I have experienc'd the Truth 
of this Prognoſick in two ſeveral Inſtances, to 
my great ſurpriſal. | 
In a Fever, Rif the Patient does not ſleep at 


4; al, but lies ſtill without the leaſt Complaint , 


and does not ſpeak, but when a Queſtion is 
ak d him; and — his Pulſe is felt, draws 
back his Hand in a — Condition and 
_ Hedick, 


e 44 


fore · . 
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Hedtick, as they call it, he'll certainly die. x. 
ver. in Obſerv. LI 've ſeen many ſuch Patients die 


in our Hoſpital. And, for that Reaſon, when 


you feel a Pulſe, be ſure to take notice whether. 
the Hand trembles or not; for if it does, 
Death is very ſeldom put „ 
In acute and pernicious Fevers, rs at 
all times whether the Face is much alter d; if 
tis, there's danger in the Caſe. 
If the ſides of the Noſtrils are arched and x rai- 
fed, as twere, with a flat Noſe and a ghaſtly 
Countenance, it portends Death; 5 8 have 
fri ny obſerv'd. 
a Pulſe intermits in one pulſation, it be 
prin Death. Upon this Precept of Gens, 
edited Death three or four times in acute 
Die Heaf es, in our Hoſpital. 
If in Bleeding for a Pleuriſy, the Blood does 
not get out, either for Pain or Thickneſs, order 
the Patient to cough forcibly, and twill pre- 
ſently guſh out. Tulpius. | 
I do not know that any Author has yet tri- 
ed, whether the Peruvian or Jeſuit's Bark in- 
jected i in Clyſters, communicates its febrifugous 
NN to the Body. For my own part, I 
d it lately at Rome in a Boy of Five years. 


7 Age, that was ill of a double Tertian Fever, 2 


and would take nothing down at the Mouth, 
which made his Caſe almoſt deſperate. © In the 
Morning I. injected a ſcouring Clyſter, and 
half an hour after another Clyſter, of adram 


of the Peruvian Bark with Barley-water; and 
the laſt being repeated every day, the third 
Clyſter diſpell'd the Fever, and the Boy reco- 
ver'd beyond all Expectation. This Adven- 
ture of mine, may ſerve to ebe on other Pra- 
i | _ Qutioners 


as The Pralle of Phy kl. 


f Qitioners to give father: Confirm anion of the 1 
Makter. . AK 


l Pleuitick peru, and 1 7 N in :Child- 
bed avoid Purgatives by all means. 
Tube chief Diſeaſes of Women in Child-bed, 
ariſe from the catching of Cold, the Paſfions of 
the Mind, and a plentiful cold 1 
Sal Prunelle is à 8 ifick 1n ardent Fevers. 
A dangerous and. copious Super-purgation 
is ſtop'd. immediately, by exhibiting a dram 
© of Venice Treacle in Wine. This I have expe- 
rienced, AO the Obſervation of the learned 
Dodanens. 
The two great Remedies for Chronical Diſ- 
eaſes ariſing m ObſtruQions, are Steel and 
Rhubarb.- In my own Practice, I preſcribe 


3 


thus: Take of ſulphurated Steel (or any o- 


ther ſort) fifteen Grains; Rhubarb in Pow- 
der, a Scruple : Mix,and drink above it a bit- 
der and diuretick Decoction; not neglecting 
Exerciſe in the Morning. | 
The Chronical Diſeaſes of the Natural Vi- 
ſcera (or thoſe of the Abdomen) are curd in 
great meaſure, by riding out in the Country 
- and frequenting pleaſant Places; eſpecially if 
they depend upon the Paſſions of the Mind: 
For Med' cines are ſometimes fruitleſs, and in- 
deed hurtful ; particularly, in ſuch Diſeaſes as 
proceed from a careful and anxious Mind: 
Of e more at. e in ne fog 
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Care of the Diſeaſes of the Mind; ani 


4 


A LL Men-havetheir own Cares, and even: 


A ry one lies under a bitter Neceſſity g 
ſpending almoſt all the Periods of his Life, in 
attending the doubtful Events of his Labour. 

| Now this being true, tis equally a Truth obs: © * 
- vious to all Men, that a great part of Diſeaſes v2 
either take their Riſe from, or are fed by that 

weight of Care that hangs upon every ones 
Shoulders; eſpecially, among thoſe who live. * 
high and plennifully : For ſuch Men are more 
affected with the Motions of the Mind, than 2 
thoſe of the Body; and the Diſeaſes of their - _ A 
Bodies are frequently inflam'd by thoſe of their 
Minds. Upon this Conſideration, 'I would,. * YG 
have all Phyſicians to be cautious and diligent,” |... MY 
in putting Interrogatories to their Patients, . | 8 
with reference to the occaſional Cauſe of their | . Þ# 
IIneſs; and particularly to the Paſſions of tze 
Mind. This Conduct will be more ſeaſona- 
ble, than that of running on without any für- 
ther Enquiry, and promiſcuouſly imputing all 
Diſeaſes to a Fabulous Fancy of Repletion ane 

Cacochimy. For the Variety of external and 7 

occaſional Cauſes, gives a various Turn to the 
Method of. Cure; of which more at large, C 
Book, 2. Chap. 9. So that the levelling of the. © A} 
Cure of all Diſeaſes at Repletions, is to m . 
Mind a falſe Method: I own that Repletioon 

& wg Riſe to many Diſtempers ; but the fa... 
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N ly among Maſters of Families, or ſuch as are 


| 1 | 
4 | 
loaded with careful Concerns, or thoſe who 
ſit in Places of Dignity, moſt of whom have o- 
ther things to think of, than overcharging their 
Stomach with Gluttony or Drunkenneſs. L 


In order to a fuller Explication of this Mat- 
ter, there are Three things that require a So- 
lution; namely, whether the Paſſions of the 
Mind have an Influence upon the Body; how 
that Influence is convey'd, and by what means 
the Diſeaſes ariſing from thence ought to be 
., cur'd? That the Paſſions or Commotions of 
the Mind act upon the Body, is certain, and 
apparent from daily Experience. Anno 1690. 
in Dalmatia, I ſaw a young Man ſeiz d with 
violent Convulſions, only for looking upon a- 
nother Perſon that lay. groveling upon the M- 
Ground in a Fit of an Epilepſy. The Wri- 
tings of Authors are full of Accounts of the 
Power of Imagination upon the Organs of the 
Body; and to theſe I refer the Reader. A 
' great many Men, who are otherwiſe ſtrong. 
and hale, eat their Meat ſparingly and timo- 
/. rouſly, for fear of contracting Crudities, and 
0 falling into Diſeaſes: And, in the mean 
time, this their vain Fear and fickly Imagina- 
tion occaſions a bad digeſtion of the little Food 
they eat, and that throws them into Sickneſs. 
On the other haud, the Inconſiderate and 
 » Fooliſh, and others, who are not very ſolici- 
+. tous about their Health, will over- eat them- 
ſelves, and yet digeſt what they eat, and en- 
Joy a ſound State of Health. Of this we have 
a ſignal Inſtance in the ruſtick and meaner me 


bf perſons, 


CE 


Phyfick. 19 

pf is, who ſo great ea Struggle 

wich their Affections, and know: how to throw 
off all Senſe of Grief and Care, by à certain 


Negligence in the way of Life. Hypechonn 


Uriack and melancholy Perſons, and thoſe who 
are naturally timorous and inconſtant, are oft- 
ner ſick than other People; by reaſon that they 

cannot moderate aright, or check the Paſſions - 
of the Mind, as Iſhall ſnew at large in the ſabs 
ſequent Part of this Treatiſe; and tho the 
Diſeaſes oſ ſuch Men may at firſt view ſeem 
ernicious and incurable, yet they axe wont to 
be eaſily cure d, not by an overbearing Quanti- 
ty of Med' cines, but by agreeable Converſa- 
tion, or the Pleaſures of; the Country and fre- 
quent Riding, or elſe by a way of living adjuſtec 
by a prudent Phyſician. In the beginning of a 
Plague, many are ſeiz d with it, and die of it, 
becauſe they contract the Illneſs rather thro 
Fear and Concern for the Publick Calamity, 
than by Contagion : But in the progreſs of the 

Plague, the repeated Obſervation of what hap- 

. renders Men leſs fearful and wavering, 
10 that they are not ſo eaſily. ſeiz d.; and if 
— are; they are eaſier cur d, purſuant to the 
Obſervations of creditable Authars. Women 
are more ſubject than Men to Diſeaſes ariſing 
from the Paſſions of the Mind, and more vio- 
lently affected with them, by Reaſon of the Ti- 
morouſneſs and Weakneſs of their Sex. This 
we ſee, above all, in the Diſeaſes of Young 
Women in Love. The Green Sickneſs, the 
frequenteſt Diſtemper they have, is curd; af- 
ter a fruitleſs Trial of all other Remedies; .by 

_ Matrimony alone, as the Learned Panarolus 
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has well-obſery'd. © From this, and ſeveral o- 
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E tler: en a natural Inference may be 
drawn, that ſome Diſeaſes are really producd 
by the Paſſions of the Mind, and that the 
Power of 1 magination has a great. eee 
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| - "poſs whe hog upon 8 of the 
Mind, uſe chiefly to be ſeiz'd with the Diſea· 
ſes of the Stomach; as, among other Inſtances, 
appears from Perſons afflicted with Grief, who 
 complainifirſt'ofa'Faintneſs in their Stomac 
and ſoon after; of an Inappetency, a bitter 
Ss aſte i in the Mouth, and Thirſt in the Morn- 
Ing, acid and nidorbus Crudities, Wind, .De- 
Eden of the Hypochondria, and the other 
ee of a diſorderly Chyliſication. The 
Fn ro being indigeſted andpall'd, for the fore- 
going Reaſbns, gradually infects the Maſs of 
Blood; and the various Diſorders of the Blood 
give Riſe to divers Diſeaſes, both acute and 
bronical; and particularly, to Obſtructions 
of the viſcera, the Scurvy, hypochondriack 
Mneſs, &. Students, and thoſe that read 
hard, complain likewiſe firſt of their Stomach; 
und, by degrees, the Maſs of Blood and ſolid 
Parts come to be affected. And indeed tis no 
wonder it ſhould happen ſo; for a great quan- 
x of Spivits being 5 diſſipated i in both, by vir- 
tue of their Pig and tireſome Thoughts, 
© the Ventriele thus robb'd of Spirits, generates 
_ inſtead of good Chyle, an acid, viſcid, and un- 
digeſted Glue, which breeds blood of the fame 
Nature, that gives Riſe to all the diſmal Sym- 
pftoms. Let this therefore ſtand for a Corolla- 
y, That in Diſeaſes ariſing from the Mind, 
the chief REES wy to be had to the ach, 
m 7” 
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5 mach and the firſt Concoction; and the op- 
preſsd and almoſt ſunk Spirits ought; to be 
rouz d up and exhilarated: So that we muſt 
not follow the common Courſe of commencing 


the Cure of all Diſeaſes without diſtinction, 


% 


with Purging, Bleeding, refrigerating, a nd 


* 


moiſtening Med'cines. 


4 
++ ks j * 


Ia patient is ſeiz d with an Illneſs during a 
Paſſion of his Mind, it uſes ſometimes to laſt 
as long as the Paſſion ;. and will rather ſhift to, 


a Diſeaſe of another Form, than quit him al- 


. 


together. I obſerved this particularly of late 
in a Woman of Forty years of Age, that was 


thrown by the deepeſt Paſſions of Mind into 
a great Flux of Blood from the Womb, of 
which ſhe was cur'd, after uſing ſeveral Reme- 


dies for the ſpace of Three months. But the 


ſame Concern, and Paſſions even of greater 
Violence, continuing for almoſt a Year, ſhe was 


no ſooner cur d of that Flux of Blood, than ſhe 
was ſeiz d with a running from the Womb, 
that was ſometimes white, and ſometimes par- 
ticoloured. After this Running was ſtopt, 


ſhe was ſeiz'd with Anguiſ at Heart „ 
Anxiety of the Breaſt, extream Weakneſs, 
Leanneſs, Inappetency, Thirſt, à lingring 

ow Fever, a falling off of the Hair, and the 


like; which continued, and held out for Six _ 
months againſt all the Power of Remedies. 10 


compleat her Miſery, ſhe was taken ſirſt with 
the Swelling of her Legs, then with an Afcites, 
and at laſt with an Univerſal Dropſy all over 


her Body. After all, being worn out with 
Care, and miſerably tortur d for Five months 
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other World. 


Conſidering that the Spirits are mightily di- 


ſturb'd by the Diſorder of the Mind, and up- 
on ſach Occaſions are a'moſt always diſtracted 
here and there; tis no wonder the Vertue of 
| Med'cines ſhould be thereby impair'd, and 


the beſt Remedies ſhould rather corrupt in the 


Stomach thus depauperated of Spirits, than 


give the expected Benefit. For Remedies do 


no good in a perturbated State of Life; and 
tho they are taken in, their Motions are not 


. obey'd. The Diſeaſes therefore ariſing from 


the Paſſions of the Mind, muſt be gently and 


ſoftly treated; and we ought to abſtain with 


the utmoſt Caution from too many, as well as 


too violent Remedies. Above all we muſt fake 
care of the Spirits, and rouze 'em up if they're 


oppreſsd, or pacify 'em if ſharp and irritated. 


ing to the Fatient's Conſtitution. _ 


they are otherwiſe diſorder'd, we muſt ex- 
hibit Remedies proper to their reſpective Con- 


dition; and 4 ee recommend ſuch Food 


as gives the beſt Juice, and exhilarating Wines 
to be drunk ſparingly or plentifully, accord- 


a - 


* N * 5 


As for the Mechanick way in which the Paſ- 


fions of the Mind produce Diſeaſes, twould be 
requir d to ſolve Two very difficult Problems; 


namely, firſt, in what manner, and how far 


the Humours and Temperament of the Body 
act upon the Soul, and change its Motions : 
Secondly how, and how far the Motions of 


the Mind influence and alter the Body: But 


cConſidering that the moſt cow'ring Genius's of 
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all Ages, have fatigu'd themſelves in vain up- 
on this Solution; and that ſcarce any, beſides 
Cartes, have advanc'd any thing upon the Head, 
«that bears a Colour of Reaſon, it will be al- 
lowable in us to skip theſe knotty Difficulties, 
that relate but little to the Cure of Diſeaſes. 
Indeed I take it to be neceſſary for us, to pur- 
ſue with diligence what regards the naked and 
pure Hiftory of every Paſſion, and the Diſeaſes 
that retain. to it; for few of our Profeſſion _ 
have hitherto made any Trial that way. , We 
want a Hiſtory of the Diſeaſes that ſpring 
from the Cares of the Mind; to ſet forth what 
_ Diſeaſes ſpring from any Motion of the Mind, 
what Smptoms attend *em, how they increaſe 
and decline, how long they continue, and in- 
to what ſort of Diſtemper they uſe to change; 
what Remedies allay, and what exaſperate the 
Illneſs; what proper and ſtanding Method of 
Cure has been yet diſcover'd for each of em, 
and an infinity of other things. For as Grief 
produces nothing more frequently than Looſe- 
neſſes, which grow incurable upon the long 
_ continuance of the Cauſe of Grief, and at laſt 
call in an erratick Fever, with a waſting of the _ 
Body, which cuts the Thread of Life: 80 
Anger occaſions a Looſeneſs, or elſe a Fever, 
if it be very violent. Grief and the other 
Paſſions of the Mind, are capable directly to 
produce malignant Fevers, as we ſee in the 
Sieges of Towns, in which malignant Fevers - 


rage in that juncture, and are more dangerous 


than at other times ; this being occa ſion d, ac- 
cording to the Opinion of the moſt Learned 
Phyſicians, by the Dejectedneſs of the Beſieged. 

And as Diſeaſes n Care are hard to 
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be remay'd while the Solicitouſneſs of the 


Mind continues, or elſe turn into Diſeaſes of 


© another Form, as I intimated above; ſo a 
great many things of this Nature, relating to 


dhe Hiſtory of ſuch Diſeaſes, might eaſily be 
1 = 


It remains now to touch upon the Cure of 
'fuch Diſeaſes; and indeed it muſt be own'd 
before we go further, that almoſt the whole 

of the Cure lies in the Patient's own Breaft ; 

that is, in a Mind well fortify'd with Patience, 


Portitude, Prudence, Tranquility, and the o- 


ther Moral Vertues, without which all man- 


i : ner of Remedies, and all the Efforts of Phyſi- 
'* = <lans,will be Cen a' moſt vain and uſeleſs. For 


the Remedies in the Apothecaries Shops, that 

go by the Name of Exhilarating, Antimelan- 
. | . <Xholick, Comforters of the Heart and Memo- 
ry, Whets for the Genius, &c. are rather in- 

* vented to favour the Pomp of the Art, than 
d diſpel the bitter Cares of the Mind, or to 
__ Touzea drooping Spirit. Iconfeſs indeed that 

._ - ſomewhat may be done againſt the Diſeaſes of 
the Mind by ſuch Remedies, as are able to 
Change the Maſs of the Blood thoroughly, and 
do not act ſuperficially, -but penetrate to all 


the inmoſt Receſſes, both of the fluid and ſo- 
wf Karts of the qe 


| Snch are -frequent 
© Bathing, the Choice of particular Food, or a 
Diet calculated for the Diſtemper, ſeaſonable 
Exerciſe, Travelling into Foreign Countries, 
Hunting in pleaſant Fields and near the Sea- 


* ml ſide, continuing long in the Country-Air, and 
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do gradually repair the {ic zonftit 
the Body, and reduce the diforderly Motions 
of the Imagination to their Primitive 


75 
2 „ 


That the Hinge of the Cure of Diſeaſes of 


the Mind, is fix'd in the Mind it ſelf, will ap- 
pear from the following Particulars, that Ex- 


rience has given us to know. Tis the Aſ- 


ſertion of learned Men, that when Med'cines 
prove ineffectual, ſeveral Diſeaſes are 5 
at laſt by Patience, and Tranquility of Ming. 
And thence it is, that thoſe who are drown'd 


in Domeſtick Cares, or affected with Paſſions 


of the Mind, if they are taken ill, they'll ei- 
ther find it hard to get through, or will be af- 
fected after a ſevere and unwonted manner, 


unleſs they get quite clear of the foregoing 
Cauſes, or cali up a due Moderation and Tran- 


quility of Mind. This I would have all Phy- 
ſicians to mind, when they viſit their Patients; 


for if their Caſe is ſuch, Remedies are of no _ 
Uſe; nay, perhaps, they'll do harm, if they 


be either too violent, or given to à great 
Quantity. The Women that are not timo- 


rous, do not eaſily mark the Child in their 
Belly; neither are they too much ſubject to 
the Emotions of Imagination. A Man of un: 
ſhaken Conſtancy and Firmneſs of Mind, thaſt 


enjoys Ttanquility in the midſt of Waves, and 
is not ſeduc'd either with Hope or Fear; that 
Man ( fay) is ſeldom ſeiz'd with Diſeaſes a- 
riſing from the Mind. And if he is, he will 


I . 8s 
and the like ; all which, by virtue of the ſoſjt 
and gentle Delights they. 925 to the Mind. 
ly Conſtitution of 
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_ - overcome em with the ſame Felicity that rai- 


ſes him above the Tumults and Turmoils of 
the World; and that without® the Aſſiſtance 


either of Phyſick or Phyſician. On the other 
hand, thoſe who are timorons, ſoft, tender, 


nice, peeviſh, impatient, and Slaves to their 


Affections; are not only oft'ner ſick than other 
People, but bear a heavier weight of Illneſs 


when they are, and create an infinite Trouble 
to a Phyſician, upon the Account that. they 


ay regs call up the Senſe of their IIlneſs 
y that aſſiduous Struggle of interfering Cares; 


and, by the continual Diſturbance of their 


Spirits, vary and perplex the wonted and re- 
Silas Periods of the 


Diſeaſe, and the Sym- 


1 Farther, a great many People ſevere- 
y wounded have been happily cur'd in a ſhort 


time, becauſe they bore their Wounds with 


Patience and Intrepidity ; while others but 
ſlightly wounded, have ſpeedily fall'n a Sacri- 
lice to their own Fear and Deſpondency. Some 
thro? Indignation and Impatience, turn the 
Revert Diforders into long and mortal Diſ- 
eaſes: Thus a Cough, contracted by Indigna- 


tion anda cuſtomary Trick of Coughing, de- 


tes very eaſily into a Phthiſick. On 
4 contrary, others have ſtrenuouſly ſurmoun- 


ted the molt weighty and afficting Diſeaſes ; 


and that by no other means, but undergoing - 


em with a Heroick Conſtancy and Tranquility 
of Mind, and even bearing em patiently, as 


ing the chief Monuments of our Corru- 
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We therefore lay this down for a Certain- 


ty, that Diſeaſes ariſing from Care and Anxiety 


of Mind, will hardly he alter d by Med' cines, 
unleſs the Mind be reſtor'd to a State of Tran- 


quility, and gain the Aſcendant over the Paſ- 


ons, that ſo the turbulent and raging Spirits 


may recover their Primitive Harmony and Re- 


poſe. So that when a Diſeaſe does not yield Y 


do proper Remedies ſeaſonably preſcrib'd, and 


proceeds after a ſtrange and unwonted man- 
ner, we ought to ſuſpe& the occult Paſſions * 


in the Second Book, Chap. 9. From what has 
been ſaid, we may make this Inference by way 
of -Corollary, That thoſe who bear Trouble 
tiently, uſe ſeaſonable Exerciſe,” and live © 
oberly, are not readily ſick; and if they are, 
a diſcreet and prudent Uſe of Remedies, join d 
to their wonted Patience and Tranquility of 
Mind, will quickly ſet em right. Tis like= 
wiſe an obvious Inference, That the Phyſician _ 

who knows how to manage dexterouſly, and 
Fray the Motions of his Patient's Mind, will 
happily extirpate Diſeaſes that are commonly 
taken for incurable. In the mean time we muſt - 


* 
1 - ; 
> 


of the Mind, which a Phyſician may be in- 


 form'd of by the Patient's Friends and Atten- - 
dants. Sometimes the Suſpicion may run upon 


Venereal Contagion, or Hyſterick Caſes in Wo- 
men, or Worms in Children; but of this more 
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. we muſt inſiſt upon the proper Remedies: But 
17 take Care to proceed gently and calm- 
Iy; for ſuch Diſeaſes proceeding, for the moſt 
part, from the Perturbation of the Spirits and 
Humours, violent ſtrong Med'cines will add 


Thus we have ſhewn the Power of the Paſ- 
fions of the Mind, in producing and nouriſh- 
ing Diſtempers, and the Vertue of Conſtancy 

and Tranquility of Mind in ſurmounting em. 
But in regard ſuch fortifying Ingredients are 
lodg'd only in the Patient's own Breaſt, as I 
have prov'd: at large, it remains now to ſet 
forth what relates to the Phyſician. - The Phy- 
ſician ought to employ his greateſt Sagacity 


= © and Induſtry in raiſing the depreſs'd Spirit of 


4: A mais Patient, by any means whatſoever; either 
_ by ſmoothing him with fair Words or humour- 


ing him with agreeable Med' cines, and pre- 


tending that ſuch Med' cines are the only ef- 
flectual and Sovereign Means to cure him; or 
by preaching up the Excellency. and ſublime 
Nature of the Humane Mind, which can't en- 


46 


_— - dure that its Starry Original ſhould be de- 


. pred by the Uiurpation of the Senſes, the 


_—  orat laſt, if he be immers'd in the Domeſtick 
Cares ofa Family and Children, or taken 


me., ae care to deliver his Propoſals and Pre- 
cCeepts, with that Art and fearleſs way of Speak- 


up 
in the Service of his Country, or plagu'd: 9 


_ Dignity, by adviſing him to retire to the Coun- 


try, the chief Anodyne and Antidote of Care. 
In 'tending ſuch Patients, the Phyſician, muſt 


ing, 
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ing, that may ; diſpoſe the Patient to Patience 


and Tranquility, and infſuence him to give a 
reat deal of Credit to the Vertue of the Me- 
d'cines. I can ſcarce expreſs what Influence the 
Phyſician's Words have upon the Patient's | 


Life, and how much they ſway the Fancy; for 


a Phyſician that has his Tongue well hung, and 
is Maſter of the Art of perſwading, faſtens, - 


by the mere Force of Words, ſuch a Vertue 
upon his Remedies, and raiſes the Faith and 


Hopes of the Patient to that pitch, that ſome» 

times he maſters difficult Diſeaſes with the 
ſillieſt Remedies; which Phyſicians of greater 
Learning could not do with nobler Remedies, 


merely becauſe they talk d faintly, and with a 
ſoft dead Air. Hence it comes, that different 


Phyſicians do not find the ſame. Effects of the 
ſame Remedies; for one knows admirably well 


ho to ſcrew up his Patient's Faith and Ho 


aud another talks ſo faintly and ineffequally, 
that he never reaches his Patient's. Imagina- 
tion. All the World n that Muſick is f 
reat the Mind: Up- 
on which Head I can't but take notice of a 
Paſſage of Alexander ab. Alexandro Dier. Genial. 
lib. 6. cap. 5. Dix. Aﬀſcle 5 iades made uſe of no- 
thing more than the 22 Harmony and Con- 
fort ef Voices in curing frentical Perſons, and 


great Uſe in the Diſeaſes 0 
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An Exhortation to Phyſicians to find out 
Aud eftabliſh a Method of Cure, calcalated 
in particular for their reſpettive Country- 
men: With ſome paſſing Hints upon the 
Mature of the Air bf Rome, and 1 Cure 
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s the Variety of Climates and Ways of 
ring, gives Riſe to various Tempe- 
raments in Men; ſo this Variety of Tempe- 
rament diverſifies in ſome meaſure the Me- 
thod of Cure; without which Obſervation, an - 
infinite number of Errors would be committed 
in the Practice of Phylick. Now, this being ſo 
obvious 4 Truth, I cannot but ſtand amaz'd, 
that the Phyſicians of reſpective Countries 
have hitherto been ſo n in inveſtiga- 
ting their Domeſtick Phyſick, or the Method 
of Cure and the Med'cines that are peculiar- 
ly calculated for the. Conſtitution of their 
; Coyntry-men; as well as in writing the Hiſto- 
ry of the Diſeaſes they are frequently liable 
to. *Tis ſtrange, methinks, they ſhould take 
their Meaſures without diſtinction from ſome _ 
General Rules, and a Method of Cure, that 
perhaps is proper for thoſe Countries in which 
the Authors of it live; but *tis a great Que- 
ſtion if*tis equally proper for all. They com- 
pile compleat Hiſtories of the Regions of the 
new World, and univerſal Natural n * 


1 


The Prodlice of Phyfich, 2 


but the Hiſtory of the Climate and Country, 


to which they owe their Life and their Blood, 


they neither know nor ſeek after. We are 
apt to be taken with Foreign and exotick 


Things; but what's Domeſtick, and the Pro- 


duct of our Native Country, is the Object of 


our Contempt. One and the ſame Diet, and 
the fame Courſe of Remedies, will not anſwer 


all Countries; for the {talians who live ſober- 


ly, and in a ſcorch'd Climate, muſt be ma- 
nag'd one way; The Hench another; and ſo 
on to the Spaniards, Engliſh, Germans, and o- 

thers enjoying a peculiar Conſtitution of Air 


and Way of Living. We are inform'd by Eye- 
witneſſes, that the Suture of wounded: Ten- 


dons, the Operation of the Bubonocele, the 


Cure of the Ulcers, call'd Chironia, ce. ſuc- 


wie find that ſuch Operations are extreme dan- 
gerous at Rome, the” 8 by the Hands 
of the beſt Surgeons. Semi-tertian Fevers ſel- 


dom turn malignant in other Countries; and 


yet at Rome they are, for the moſt part, ma- 
lignant, or rather very ming 755 Which was 
obſerv'd in Ancient Times by Galen, when he 
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In Ancient Times, the Criſiss of acute Di- 


ſtempers were very regular and perfect; which 
is chiefly to be imputed to the remarkable Pu- 


rity and Thinneſs of the Grecian Air and ad- 


jacent Faſt; for that being endu'd with a ve- 


ry nimble elaſtick Spring, the Motions of the 


vital Humours, with which the Fin inter- 
mix da. muſt likewiſe be very. ready 
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PDM that the Conſtancyof the Natural Laws im- 

preg upon em, can't be ſo eaſily diſturb'd 
_DY 
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dies. Now acute Oiſeaſes thus 
in the beginning; ris no 1 thing, that 
hen they came to the height, t 
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the Oppoſition of any external Ambient. 
with watry and groſs Impurities, ſuch as that 


of the Northern Countries, and thoſe ſituated 
near Lakes; the Humours of the Humane Bo- 


dy being lkewiſe tainted with Impurity, and 
their due Fermentations being, as twere, 
confounded. by the foul Influx of the Air, tis 

no wonder, that When theſe Humours are in- 
vaded by morbifick Particles, they can ſcarce 


ever reach à due Criſis or Deſpumation: For, 


as I ſaid above, the Impurities of the Air im- 
preſs'd. upon em, are perpetually thwarting 


and diſturbing their regular Motions. But the 


Purity of, the Air was not the only Cauſe of 
a Er. deal contributed to that Matter, by 
the admirable Prudence of the Grecian Phyſi- 


the happy.Crili's of the Gretion, there being 


cians, Who 'tcligiouſly obſerved the Motions 


© Notary, Jooking upon it as the rene Dire- 
nd Guide for them to follow, in the 
;any Diſtemper; nay, they never al- 
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Cure 
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ter d their Method of Cure, unleſs they were 


adyis'd by ſome new Motions of Nature, bat 


to do, and when, and in what mannet to pro- 


ceed. This was their ſtanding Axiom; That 


Nature is the Curer of Diſeaſes; and accord- 


ingly, they us d but very few Remedies in acute 
Caſes, lealt the regular Motion of the Diſeaſe, _ 
and the due Efforts of Nature, ſhould; happen 
to be gdiſturb'd or oppos d by improper Reme-: * 
being treated thus 


* 


ee 
£30 £6 x" Þ 1 


Wa ; 


EY DR x N ö — FRF - "TY 24 " * 4 e m — yet ” 
CWG ! — 8 ä EF * W 2 e 
a 5 GOVT lhe as ens RMP FERPA PSS 5 I TY ade Ld oa * 8 DO ER) IX A 7 NE 3 + Rd. + e 
f ; WS ber > ab CORO ? 5 * * = 7 N 
g * 
"OS. N * 


8 N 


| be Practice of Phyſick. 1922 
pily off in a regular and a natural Criſis; and 5 
That the Phyſicians ſhould thereupon' obſerve 
_ that Criſis's and critical Days are not Chi- 
mera's, but certain motions common to every 
Diſeaſe by a Phyſical Neceſſity, as being the 

means by which they compaſs the due pitch I 
of Solution and Maturation. - The Grecians- — 
finding this Truth confirm'd by Experience, po 

ſet forth and eſtabliſh'd the Doctrine of Cri- 
ſis's, with a great deal of Learning. But 
now that all things are in diſorder in the re- 
publick of Phyſick, this Doctrine of Criſiss 
is no longer reckon'd an Oracle of inſtructive: 
Nature, but derided as an idle fiction of the 
Grecians; which occaſions ſo many groſs mi- 
ſtakes in the cure of Feavers, of which more 
hereafter, Book II. of Criſiſs. 


III. 

I 0 illuſtrate this matter with an Example 3 

I ſhall briefly ſet forth what daily experience 

gives us to know concerning the temperament. 

of our Air, and our method of cure, in the 

City of Rome. The Air of Rome, being now. 

hemm'd in with ſeven Hills, is naturally moiſt 

and heavy; for we are taught by Experience, 

that when one walks to ſome diſtance out 
from among the Houſes, he ' manifeſtly per- 

ceives a ſort of heavineſs and uncouthneſs of 

the Air. It abounds chiefly with vitriolick 
8 and aluminous Salts, as it appears from the 9 
hz Plants that ow in it, the Vitriol and Alum _- 
Mines of the Country, and the Waters that 
wach the Roman Soil. *Tis much infeſted _ ; 
5 with unwholſome Winds that blow from the 
e Vrin Sduth 
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194 The Practice of Phy ſick. 
South, South-Weſt, and South-Eaſt. Some - 
times tis ſo prodigious hot in Summer, that 
tis no wonder the dryneſs of the Soil and ex- 
eeſſive heat of the Sun occaſion'd a Plague in 
the Conſulſhip of L. Val. Potitus and A. 
Manlius, as "Livy informs us, Lib. 5. From 
theſe, and other Reaſons to be mentioned 
hereafter, the Inhabitants of this City are of 
. a melancholy Temperament, a browniſh (and 
* ſome a paliſh) Colour, and a habit of Body 
that's rather lean than fat. They are very 
liable to Diſorders in the Head, and particu- 
larly to thoſe Diſeaſes which a heavy Air uſes 
to produce, ſuch as diſorders in the Lungs, 
malignant Fevers, Cachexies, paleneſs of 
Countenance, Night-Mare, Conſumption, and 
the like. Further: The Roman Air is likewiſe 
foul and unwholſome, not in all places indeed, 
but thoſe chiefly where Houſes are wanting, 
and the Air is flow and unmoy'd ; and above 
all, in ſuch places as lie upon the Tiberis, or 
like Vallies are hedg'd in by Mountains, or 
are exposd to the exhalations that riſe from 
old ruinous Walls, Vaults, and the Rubbiſh 
of the ancient Edifices. From whence it is 
manifeſt, that the quarter of the Circus Maxi- 
mus lying between the Palatine and Aventine 
Hills, and all that large Field that lies be- 
tween the Aventine, the Tiberis, and the O— 
Tian Gate, is downright unhealthful and per- 
nicious. But to adjuſt the matter all at once, 
all places ſurrounded with a frequency of Hou- 
ſes, ſtanding high, with a proſpe& to the 
North or Eaſt, and a conſiderable diſtance 
from the Tiber, are healthful. On the con- 
trary, places remote from many Houſes, mary | 
B -5> 92 : 3 ö 5 + Si ate i 
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ated. low, and in Vallies near to the Tiber:s, 
and pointing to the South or Weſt, are rec- 

kon'd leſs healthful; and in theſe very places, 
which indeed is very wonderful, one part of 
the Air is reckon'd in ſome meaſure healthful, 
and another at a very ſmall diſtance is deem'd 


Very pernicious. 


This unwholeſomeneſs of the City Air is 
foſter'd in a great meaſure by the adjacent La- 
tium or Campania di Roma, which is ſurround- 
ed with a ridge of Mountains every way, ex- 
cepting that tract which runs out towards the 
Mediterranean, where it ends in a plain. For 
the ancient Latium is now in a manner a De- 
ſart, and over-run with impurities; tis open- 

ly exposd to the South-Wind , and in ſeveral 
parts of it, particularly about Oſtia and Por- 
to, the Air is obſerv'd to be very unhealthy, 
eſpecially in the Summer time, inſomuch that 
if any Citizen goes out and ſtays all Night in 
any of theſe places, and then returns to Town, 
he is preſently ſeiz d with a malignant Fever, 
commonly calld the Fever from the change 
of the Air; which 1s a peculiar fort of Fever, 
and very different both in its Symptoms and 


Method of Cure, from other Fevers that 


ſpring from other cauſes; for it being accom- 
_ pany'd with the ſigns of Coagulation, we find 
that bliſtering Plaiſters and alexipharmacal 
Med cines are very beneficial in it, and Bleed- 
ing, on the other hand, is extream pernicious. 
The aliment that the Roman Soil affords, gives 
but very little — ſo that it not * 
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196 The Practice of Phyſick. Fo 
1y produces a great quantity of Excrements in 
the firſt Paſſages, but palls the very Maſs of 
Blood, and renders it unfit for motion. From 
this Conſtitution of the Air and Humours, it 
comes to paſs, that the Inhabitants of the Ci- 
ty have no voracious Appetite ; and even For- 
reigners, who in their own Country uſe to eat 
ad drink liberally without indangering their 
Health, find, when they come to Rome, that 
the keenneſs of their Appetite goes off byde- 
rees, and that they lie under a neceſſity of 
laying aſide their wonted intemperance, and 
taking up with the cuſtomary ſobriety of the 
Town, unleſs they mean to run the riſque of 
incurable Evils. If the lnkabitants of the Ci- 
ty dine heartily, they muſt eat a very ſlender 
Supper, not above ſeven Ounce weight, and 
carefully abſtain from all Meat at Night; for 
without that caution they bring upon them- 
ſelves remedileſs Crudities, and perverſe col- 
lections of Humours. Among other things they 
27 to ply Exerciſe, eſpecially in the Morning 
and at Night, thoſe being the Seaſons in 
which the concoction of the aliment is over, 
and the ſeparation of the pure and impure 
Parts is almoſt compleated; for experience 
teaches us, that if they eat a hearty Dinner, 
and do not exerciſe their Body at Night, they 
are liable to a heavineſs of the Head, weari- 
"neſs of the Limbs, uneaſineſs about the Hy- 
pochondria, Crudities, unwonted Sadneſs, and 
the like. In fine, ſince the Air by reaſon of 
its innate gravity, contributes but little to 
the volatilization of the Humours; thoſe who 
would eat heartily without prejudice to their 
Health, muſt either follow a great deal of Ex- 
JC erciſe, 
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a day; for we find by experience, that thoſe 
enjoy the beſt meaſure of Health, who are 


both temperate, and gp readily to Seen ern, 
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So far for the preſervation of Health: We 


come now to give a ſhort account of what is 


particularly obſerv'd with reference to the uſe 


of Remedies and method of Cure in this Ci- 


ty. | The Inhabitants 'of Rome can't bear ſpi- 


rituous and very active Med' cines, ſuch as vo- 
latile Salts, Spirits, and in general whatever 
is too aromatick or ſharp. The uſe of ſuch 


Med' cines occaſions not only a painful heavi- 


neſs of the Head, with great diſorders bag 


the Nerves, but likewiſe a Deſtention an 

burning heat in the Viſcera of the Abdomen, 
Coſtiveneſs, &c. Nevertheleſs, if ſuch Reme- 
dies are calbd for by the Nature of any Di- 


ſtemper, we uſe to avoid the foregoing incon- 


veniencies, by qualifying them with diluting, 


and unctuous Ingredients, and ſuch as check 


their too forward activity; for when thus qual- 
lified they do very good ſervice. In a word, 


all e Remedies, that are likewiſe in- 
du 


with an unQuoſity, that is your Spirituoſo- 
oleoſa, are the chief Remedies we uſe. In 
this City violent Emeticks are very much ſu- 
ſpected, by reaſon of the grievous Symptoms 
they occaſion; and the ſame cenſure is paſs d up- 


on ſtrong Purgatives. Purgatives given in the. 
form of Pills, have no ſucceſsful or plentiful 


Operation; but if they be given in a liquid 
Form and a moderate 1528 they do a ne 
N V . 


4 


erciſe, or take care to have two or three Stools 
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198 The Practice of Phyſick. © 
deal of ſervice. . They cannot operate hap- 
pily ( eſpecially if they are given in Pills 
or Bolus) unleſs you exhibit, when they begin 
to operate, five or ſix Pints of thin Broth, or 
ſome Water that paſſes eaſily; for diluting in- 
gredients joyn'd to Catharticks, not only for- 
ward the purgation, but prevent all the Sym- 
ptoms, that Purgatives given by themſelves 
uſe to produce, namely Thirſt, Uneaſineſs 
and diſtention in the Hypochondria, ſqueam- 
Thneſs, ſubſequent Watchings, inward Heats, 
ec. This uſe of diluting things, is reckon'd 
neceſſary in the Preſcription, not only of Pur- 
gatives, but of all other Remedies in a dry 
orm, and of a ſpirituous Nature; in order to 
Prevent the Diſorders of the Head 
that frequently inſue thereupon. Lis like- 
wiſe a general obſervation, that in the cure of 
Diſeaſes, eſpecially ſuch as are acute and 
come with. great force and acrimony, diluting, 
emplaſtick and glutinous Med'cines are much 
the beſt ; ſuch as Gelly of Harts-horn, Oil of 
Sweet Almonds new drawn, emulſions - of the 
Seeds and of Almonds, Syrup of Violets, the 
Cream and other preparations of Barley, a 
Milk Diet, Bathing, Cc. as alſo Spirituous 
Remedies, when temper with oily and dilu- 
ting Correctives: And on the other hand, that 
volatile ſharp Spirituous and Aromatick Me- 
d' cines, or ſuch as are very active, and over 
diſſolving, are generally hurtful, tho' given in 
a {mal quantity. in” % „ 


f But to wind up the Matter in a narrow com- 
paſs; theres no fort ef Remedies thay af. 
A e 
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fords ſo much benefit to our Citizens, as Ex- 
erciſe and a prudent repetition of gentlePurga= 
tives. Twas with this view that the Learned Pe- 
tronius invented a purging Electuary cal᷑d af- 
ter him Alexandrinum, with which he did 
wonders in curing the Diſeaſes of the Romans; 
and that ſame Author gave us, about a Century 
of Years ago, a noble piece de victu Romanorum, 
in which he carefully remarks the various ad- 
vantages and diſadvantages of the Air, Wa- 
ter and Aliment of this Climat; and then pro—- 4 
poſes ſeveral other very material things, re- 9 
lating to the method of Cure and the uſe of A 
_ Remedies in the Diſeaſes of the Romans. He 3 
aſſerts, from long Experience, that the Citi \ 
tizens of Rome aretroubled a'moſt always with 
three principal Diſorders, namely, a conſtant -— 
heavineſs of the Head, which he calls, Capi= \Y 
plenium, coſtiveneſs and a wearineſsof theLimbs; _ 
From all which we make a maniteſt inference 3 
of the gravity and groſſneſs of the Air, and 
the lazineſs of the palld Humors occaſion 
by too great an acceſſion of vitriolick and alu- 
minous Parts. In curing Wounds and Ulcers 
at Rome, avoid all Ointments, for they fre- 
quently do harm; whereas good ſucceſs at- 
tends Balſamick Medicines, vulnerary De- 
coctions, vulnerary Spirits, and others of that 
Nature, which facilitate the Cicatrization, 
by corroborating the injur'd Part, and reſtor- 
ing the loft ſpring of the Fibres. _ Here Ul- 
cers in the Feet are almoſt - incurable ; and e- 
ven Wounds in the Feet are hard to be cur' d, 
eſpecially if unguentaceous things are ap- = 
' ply'd to em: But Wounds or Ulcers in the I" 
are eaſily cur d. From theſe; few Ob- 
n. ſervations 


; 
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300 The Practice of . 
fervations made in the Climate of Rome, Phy- 
4 ſicians will eafily perceive what courſe they 
4 \ __ ought to take in finding out and eſtabliſhing 
== - à method of Cure, calculated in a particular 

manner for the Natures of their reſpective 

W 


Il take it to be needleſs to inſiſt further up- 
on the neceſſity of a domeſtick medicinal Hi- 
ſtory ; for the thing ſpeaks its own proof. 
And undoubtedly a great many errors com- 
mitted every day with reference to the man; 

3 ner of Diet, and the juſt quantity and uſę 

hi of Remedies, proceed only from the want 

3 of that Hiſtory ; notwithſtanding the ſlender 

pretences of others, who impute the cauſes 
of theſe Errors to remote Principles, or ſuch 
us hold no analogywith the produc'd Diſeaſes. 

Experience itſelf vouches for the power of 

Climates, in cauſing Diſeaſes and changing 
the | Conſtitutions of Men: For generally 
 Tpeaking, the Natives of ſome Countries are 
frequently liable to fuch Diſeaſes as are ſel- 
dom or never known in other Countries. Ac- 
eordingly we ſee the Scurvy reigns in the 
North, and the Diſeaſe cald Plica in Poland; 
the Engliſb are ſubje to the Rickets, and the 
Enxgliſ ſweating Diſeaſe; the Egyptians and 
Syrians to the Elephantiafis, and the Romans 
in the time of Pliny, to that wild Tetter cal- 
Pd Mentagra ; upon the Alps the Inhabitants 
are ſubject toaBronchocele or Swelling under the 
Throat, as the Spaniards are to ſcrophulous 
Tumours in the Glandules of the Neck. Onthe 
other hand, ſome Nations are ſeldom or ten 
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The Praclice of Phyſick. 20 
- yiſited with ſome Diſtempers. A Quartan 
Fever is a rarity in Scotland, and ſo is the 
Falling Sickneſs in Hungary; witneſs Donius 
Fol. 7. de reſt. ſalub. Urb. Which queſtionleſs 
oceeds from the ſpecifick complexions of 
ſuch Climates. Further, ſome Nations bear 
certain Remedies, that perhaps kill the Inha- 
bitants of other Countries. Your. Cermax 
Phyſicians make great uſe of Emetick Reme- 
dies, and cry em up in all Diſcaſes ; perhaps, 
becauſe they find em ſucceſsful in their Coun- 
try where the Winter laſts almoſt all the Year 
round, and the Natives are too liberal in gra- 
_ tifying their Appetite... For the ſame reaſon 
the Germans bear with eaſe the moſt active 


Chymical Med'cines, high Living, Ge, which 


being tried at Rome, purſuant to the prefcrip- 
tions of theGermass, has prov'd pernicious ; nay, . 
not only the Germans, hut the Phyficians of 
other Countries boaſt of fome general Reme- 
dies and method of Diet, that gives great re- 
lief to their Patients: Thus the Spaniards-ery 
up Bleeding, the Engliſp glory in Opiars, the 
Dutch are always upon theirDiaphoretickMe- 
d'cines, and fo of the reſt. And certainly 
they would not recommend the uſe of ſuch 
Remedies fo earnęſtly, if they did not find 
them ſucceſsful in curing the Biſeaſes of their 
Country. But if they are us'd promiſcuouſſy 
upon all Conſtitutions, without examining the 
Nature and Qualities of reſpective Climates, 
as well as other Circumſtances to be mention'd 
lower, tis no wonder that they produee ve- 


ry different Effects in the cure of Diſeaſes. Per- 


baps it may come to paſs from this diverſity of 
Climates, and of ways of Living, that the 
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Aphoriſms and ſolid Precepts of, Hippocrates... 
are not always verity'd, but prove doubtful 
and inconſtant upon the Experiment. And 
the ſame judgment ought to be made of the 
| Precepts and Cautions of other Authors, if 

they ſhould happen not to hold among our Pa- 
-_ tients: Not to mention the various and op- 
poſite Methods of cure follow 'd by Phyſicians, 
which frequently break the conſtancy of ſuch 
W 
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Since therefore, the Air, the Courſe of Life, 
and the various Nature of Food, in divers Coun- 
tries, are almoſt entirely the cauſes of Di- 
ſeaſes; tis incumbent upon every Phyſician, 
in thoſe reſpective Countries, to diſcloſe, by 
the means of repeated and aged Obſervation, 
_ a Method of cure particularly proper for their 
- -» Country-men, and ſuch Topicks of Remedies 
* as are either familiar or pernicious to them 83 
And when they read forreign Authors, not to 
pPractiſe their Method, before they weigh it 
FE nicely in the Ballance with their own, and find 
it ſuitable to their own; Obſervations. Fur- 
E _- ther, I would likewiſe, adviſe all Phyſicians, 
| when employed in the cure of Diſeaſes, to 
examine with diligence and maturity, the di- 
vers Seaſons and Conſtitutions of the Weather, 
and the general Diſeaſes that reign under ſuch 
| Influences of the Air; for, *tis apparent from 
the Obſervation of Learned Men, that every 
particular Diſeaſe, owes, ſomething to the 
| general influence of the Air, and calculates its 
periods and manner of invading and affect- 
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- Lach gebe is various, 3 the Diſeaſes 24 
rage for the time, require a various Method of 
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"The chief Hit Heals ds, wpon a, hy 11 
of every Country run, are, the Air i 
Nature of Waters, and the Situation of Pla- 

ces; that is, it ought to take ages of the 
Rivers, Lakes and Springs; of the W. eine 
and Mountains; of the ſituation of the place 
towards the Eaſt, or Weſt, or the other 
points of the Heavens; of the Animals that 
are chiefly bred in the Country; of the Mi- 
nerals, and other products of the Earth. It 
ought to give a particular account of the 
Cuſtoms and the Conſtitutions of the Inhabi- 
tants; of the Diſeaſes that are moſt common 
among them, and the Method of cure that 
ſets them free; of their Domeſtick Remedies, 


Ls = 


or ſuch as grow in their native Soil; of the 


various and moſt remarkable influence of tle 
| Seaſons,” and a thouſand other things, by 
which the Seeds of Diſeaſes are nouriſhed on 
ſtiffled. The Inhabitants of cold and moiſt 
places are lubber Headed, fat and thich Lip- 


Pd, and their Cheeks are protuberant. Some 


8 produce very ſhort Men, ſome tall 
Men, and ſome again produce Inhabitants with 
ſwellings in their Throats. Some diſpoſe 
their Inhabitants to a phthiſick and raging 
Cough, as tis commonly obſerv'd in Great 
Britain; ſome to the Plague and other Di- 
ſeaſes. Beſl des, this diverſity of Countries 
| makes no ſmall difference! in the Temper and 

ü Manners 
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- Manners of the Inhabitants, with " 
Timorouſneſs and Courage, Pleaſure and Pain, 
and the other Diſpoſitions of the Mind, ſo 
that the Diſpoſitions of the Mind would ſome- 
times ſeem to aſſume the quality of corporeal 
Motion. - Unleſs the Phyſicians of icular 
Countries take care to furniſh themſelves with - 
all theſe Ingredients, they'll ſcarce be able to 
compatls a perfect Cure for the Diſeaſes of the 
. Natives; with which view Cælſus tells us, In pre- 
iat lib. de Medi. that the courſe of Phyſick al 
ters according to the Nature of Places; that 
mee requires one fort of Practice, Egypr an® 
anne 
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. ; 'HE Deſign of this Performance, 1 


ſhew clearly the importance of Obſer- 
vation in the way of Phyſick ; and having for 
that end touch d upon ſome general Cauſes, 


that have retarded the progreſs of our Art 


(the remaining part of em will fall properly 
under the next Chapter) I now reckon it 8 
ſary to declare in this Book my Opinion of 
the increaſe of Practice obtain'd by the means 

of Hiſtory. If this my On 

to the meaſures of Truth, I am proud of do- 
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ing Mankind a piece of Service; if = a 
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306 The Practice of Pbyſicœk. 
mall willingly” ſtand corrected, and earneſtly 
deſire that others would do for the good of 
Mankind, what I was not able to perform. 
Now, conſidering that a great many things con- 
cur to the forming of a Syſtem of any Diſeaſe, 
namely, the Cauſes, Signs, Phænomenon's, n- 
dications, Remedies, &c. we ſhall ſpeak of all 
theſe in order, beginning with the Hiſtory of 
the Phznomena, 1n which the Nature of Di- 
ſeaſes is really ſituated. To proceed more 
clearly in the matter, I reckon it neceſſary to 
divide Phyſick into the firſt and ſecond Spe- 
cies. By the firſt I underſtanda pure Hiſtory 
of Diſeaſes, obtain d by ſole Obſervation at 
the ſick Man's Bed, and related by the Patients 
themſelves. In order to compaſs this Hiſtory, 
there's no occaſion for other Sciences, or the 
reading of Books; for in regard it makes a 
Science, or Fund of Knowledge by itſelf, and 
pends upon Obſervation, and the Narra- 
tives of ſick people, whatever acceſſion it re- 
ceives from without muſt needs confound it 
and render it uncertain ; and from thence 
ſprung, the Errors I have ſo often hinted at. 
Upon this Head a Phyſician ought to act the 
part of a Witneſs, that barely relates with- 
ut paſſing any Judgment, and to ſet down 
diſkinctly the minuteſt Circumſtances: For, 
ſome of em are no ſooner perceiv'd than they 
point to the right method of Cure; and others 
afford ſuch light as facilitates an Enquiry into 
the Nature of more difficult things; ſo that 
Obſervations may juſtly be divided into the 
¶Zubi feræ which affords an uſeful Light, and the 
Fruftifere, whidh are attended with a real and 
immediate Fruit. In compiling therefore this 


trieve their 
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| Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, we muſt not fly off from 


the coherence of things, and give our Minds a 


looſe at every turn as the Poets do; but ſub- 
mit our. Wit tothe real appearance of things, 


conquer Nature by Obedience, and learn the 
peculiar Language in which it ſpeaks. By the 


Medicina Secunda, or that part of Phyſick 
which I call the Second, I underſtand all that 
falls within the verge of Phyſick, over and a- 
bove the firſt now explain'd. This indeed is 


improv'd by other Sciences, and requires the 


utmoſt ſtretch of Knowledge, Method and 


Reaſon. Some may object againſt our Project 


of a certain and ſtanding Hiſtory of Diſeaſes ; 


that ſome Diſeaſes are the irregular Efforts of 
forlorn Nature, indeavouring to throw off the 


peccant Matter without any certain Order or 
Rule. But conſidering that an animated Bo- 


dy is a complexion of animal, vital and na- 


tural Actions, laid concordantly together, 
and depending upon certain Principles ſub- 
ject to the Laws of Nature, that God has or- 
dain d; when theſe Principles come through 
violence or error to depart from their Natu- 
ral State, what motions they put forth to re- 


are regulated by Nature. This is made out 


by Experience, not to mention other Topicks; 


for we ſee that all Natural things, particular- 


Hy, Plants, Juices, Fruits, &c. have ſet times 
of flouriſhing, ripening, depurating, and pu- 
trifying; we ſee likewiſe that all Diſeaſes, e- _ 


ſpecially thoſe of an acute Form, have a cer- 
tain ſtandard of increaſe and declenſion, and 
that a Phyſician cannot change this courſe and 
ſtated Period of Diſeaſes, by the exhibiting of 
Be a 
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imitive State, will be ſuch as 
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208 The Practice of Phyſick. 
Med'cines, without inflaming the Diſeaſe, of 
turning it into another that's yet more dan- 
2 Add to all this, that we find the Ob- 
ſerxations of our Anceſtors, particularly of 
Hippocrates, are ſtill agreeable to Truth, which 
could not be without a fix d courſe and pro- 
greſs of Diſeaſes. So that whoever is againſt 
this Doctrine, and cries out that Phyſick is an 


Er WT nad Eg” * c 
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lmpoſture, muſt needs be an Impoſfor and a 


Cheat himſelf. U 
For a further illuſtration of this Hiſtory, it 
will be worth our while to keep to the ancient 
diviſion of Diſeaſes into Acute and Chronical. 
The Ancients calFd theſe Diſeaſes acute, which 
are ſeated chiefly in the Fluids, and depending 
upon their boundleſs ebullition run ſpeedily 
thro their Period, and unleſs they are prudent 
ly manag' d terminate either in Death, or in 
tedious incurable Diſeaſes. By Chronical Di- 
ſeaſes they meant ſuch as proceed frequently 
from a diſorder in the ſolid Parts, or from a 
vitious indigeſtedneſs and groſſneſs ofthe Fluids, 
ſo that they either move very ſlowly towards 
2 Concoction, or elſe never reach it. Now 
the Nature of Remedies muſt be diverſify'd 
according to the various State of the Blood 
in theſe Diſeaſes. We ought not to ply e- 
very. Patient promiſcuouſly, either with ſpiri- 
rituous: or with watery Remedies, as many 
are wont to do. In acute Diſtempers, a great 
part of the Cure depends upon the Phyſician's 
patient waiting and acting with Judgment and 
Sagacity; and tho' ſuch Diſeaſes: come fre- 
quently to a ſpontaneous Solution, either by 
chance or through the favour of Nature, er 
Phyſicians are not guilty of greater Errors 5 5 
| b i * 
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cayd Nature of the Solids. and Fluids, the 
whole of the Cure depends upon the skill of 
the Phyſician, and the energy of Remedies; 
for neither Fortune nor Nature do much in 
But now, if any Gentleman of a nicer Taſte 


ſhould bediſoblig'd by the 1 of New. 


ture ſo often in this Book, and brand it for a 
refuge of Ignorance, Iwould have him to know, 


that by Nature I do not underſtand ſome wiſe 


Phantome, roaming about every where, and 
directing all things by its Counſel; but a cer- 
tain general complex of natural Cauſes, which, 
tho deſtitute of Counſel or Deſign, put forth 


their Effects in purſuance of che Laws appoin=" 


ted 24 he Creator of the Unlverſe; and that 

in ſuch order, às if they were govern'd and 
directed by the beſt concerted: Counſels. 1 
underſtand, if you Will, the Ether from which 
all Motion ſprings, or 4 complex of eſſential 


Accidents, namely, Motion, Figure, Mag- 


n in the cure 
of acute Caſes. ; On the other hand, in Chro- 
nical Diſeaſes, retaining to the faint and de- 


- 


* 


nitude, Situation, and the Reſt, upon which 


all corporeal Actions depend under the directi- 
on of the Soul: This, I ſay, is that Nature 1 
have ſo often recourſe to in this Treatiſe. 
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Mi have hitherto retaraed the Hiſtory of 


* 6 3 
- . 5 * 1 N & 
n 4 N N ; * * 5 ; = 1 | is, ke 4 
* FE. e r E | = * 7 $ Xx 4 1 4 5 S 4 +... 
oon de 5 ii a, 
e « s, be * 0 . * 7 25 by Þ "x 


* * 
4 * + 


4 * 


2 a 
FE Intimated+im;the foregoing Chapter, that 
under the Title of Medicina Prima, I under- 


— 


ſtood nothing elſe, but a moſt exact Deſcri ption 


of the phænomena of every Diſeaſe, which 
make up thein due and natural Hiſtory. But 
before I enter upon the Rules for compleating 
this Hiſtory, *twill not he improper to inquire 
by the Bye how it comes to paſs, that Phyſi- 
clans have hitherto made little or no progreſs, 
in that part; notwithſtanding the large Vo- 
lums of Obſervations that are extant. In the 
firſt place they were took off from a due pur- 
ſuit of Experience by that late, Opinion 7 the- 
fallacy. of the Senſes, which inſinuated, that an 
inquiſition into particular things is infinite and 
endleſs. But the falſity of this Opinion is ap- 
parent when we conſider, that all the im- 
pProvement of good Arts in this our Age, is 
owing only to the Senſes and to Experience. 
Nay, which is much more wonderful, how 
many things do we owe to Chance? We all 
know that the greateſt part of Remedies, and 
ſeveral other things in the Phyſical way came 
to light by that means. And as for the other 
Inventionsz the enumeration of em would be 
doo tedious. Did not Chance bring to * 


ce 
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force of Gun-powder, the Converſign of the 


| Load-ſtone to the Poles, and the uſe of Tele- 


Feats, why ſhould we be ſo ſcanty to the Sen- 
ſes that proceed in an orderly +2 regular me- 
thod, and tho they ſometimes err, yet ſee 
and correct their own Errors? Another thing 


ſcopes? Now if Chance can do ſuch mighty) 
7 


that ſtood in the way of Experience, was, the 


ancient Hatred of the rational Sect againſt the 
Empirick, which, they. look d upon as abje& + 
Mountebankry, unworthy of a Man of Let- 
ters; and indeed in ſo doing they had not done 
amiſs, had they meant by Empirick, a ſtupid, 

_ erratick, unrepeated 9 7 Experience, not 
fermented in the Intellect, and conſequently 
producing nothing but erroneous Conceptions, 
and monſtrous Opinions. But they carried 
the matter too far in impeaching the Empi- 
_ rick Rational Se, or the Empirick Se& be- 
come Literate,invented byMethod not Chance, 
improved and directed by the Underſtanding, 
and rais'd to the pitch of Truth after a long 
Inquiſition into the Effects of Diſeaſes; which 
was always approved of by Men of 1 


as being conſonant to Nature. In the Th 


place, we have made but little progreſs in this 
ſort of Hiſtory, for want of a Caide either to 
direct us by his Example, or to light us into 
the method of Experience through ſo many 
difficult and uncertain Paſſages, and ſo many 
differences of Diſeaſes. And tho Hippocrates 
was the firſt that ſmell'd out this matter, and 
publiſh'd it in his Writings, either Phyſicians 
ve not obſerv'd it, or have put an unfa- 
vourable gloſs upon it, through their Prepoſſeſ- 
ſion and falſe Idols. Tis true, the rational 
Ls To, Phyſicians 


212 The Practice of Phyſick. 
Phyſicians conſult Experience ſometimes, hut 
they only draw from it ſome: general Heads, 
and thoſe neither fully detected, nor mature- 
ly examin'd,, and the reſt they lay upon 
the Anvil of Thought, in order to work 
*emia to a conſonacny with their own Rea» 
ſon. The Empiricks again, tho? they always 
glory in Experience, never come to the right 
uſe of it; for beſides that they ſet about it 
without light or method, they can't bear that 
tediouſneſs of Inquiſition, that's requiſite in 
tracing the effects of Diſeaſes, and deducing 
practical Precepts from thence. Tis no won- 
er therefore that this ſtupid, cloudy, and 
erroneous way of experimenting, has given riſe 
to that monſtrous practice of the Empiricks. 
Some contented witha few. Experiments, and 
thoſe of a narrow obſcure extent, raiſe 
_ thereupon 4.new Philoſophy, and a new The- 
_. ory of Phylick; and if they meet with any 
thing that is not exactly conſonant to their 
advances, they have a ſtrange way of wreſting 
it and bringing it about to their purpoſe. 
Such is the Philoſophy of the Chymiſts, built 
upon a few Experiments taken from the Fur- 
nace , Gilbertws's Philoſophy. of Magnetiſm, 
Wayow's Syſtem of the Aereous Nitre; and 


in fine, an infinite number of practical Syſtems 
founded upon the Doctrine of Alcali's and A- 
cids, the Triumvirat of the Humors in the 
friſt Faſſages, e. . 
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Many affect the noiſe of Experience, but 
conclude upon their own Notions before they /* 
conſult it, and then tye it up ſtrangely to theſe { 
Notions and wind it about to ſerve their 
turn. And according as the Area of their 
fancy is clean, or poſſeſs'd by prejudice, ſ> 
they judge varionſly of their own and others 
Experiments, and either darken or enervat 
em with their own Meditations. Some giving 
their Mind to Aſtrology, Magick, and other 
_ ſuperſtitious whims, that lie almoſt beyond 
our reach, have confounded the true phæno- 
mena of Diſeaſes with ſuperſtitious Traditions. 
Nov, from all theſe there aroſe a threefold Off- 
ſpring of Errors, or three falſe Syſtems of Phy- 
ſick, namely, the Sophiſtical, the Empirick, 
and the Superſtitious. eee 
Further; tho Authors have amaſs'd together 
great and bulky Volums of Obſervations, yet 
the firſt Hiſtory of every Diſeaſe has been 
but little improv d. For 1. they obſerv'd no 
Method or Order in making their Obſervati- 
ons, but acted = 3 — e. — — 
at every thing till. by chance they light 
— 5 kde nein wy: To like Men in a Deſart, 
that take Counſel from a fortuitous appearance 
of things; they drew their Obſervations inan 
interrupted and 1 way; ſo that 
tis no wonder they borrow'd from thence, 
and imparted to us an uncertain Twilight ra- 
ther than a conſtant and clear Light into 
the effects of Diſeaſes. 2. Theſe Obſerva- 
tions are like ſo many unſteady Waves of 
„„ P 3 deen 
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than calculated to Nature's method. From 


fleeting Experience, made upon three or four 
Caſes, and not continued in a conſtant order 


through hundreds and thouſands of Patients, 


as the School of Coos did. 3. Tho' many of 


| . em have Obſervations, yet they are ſo con- 


fus d and perplex d with the forms of Theory, 


that the cleareſt ſighted Phyſicians can't di- 


ſtinguiſh, whether tis Nature or the Author 


that ſpeaks. 4. The Practice that ſome fol- 


low'd was more Speculative and Hypothetick, 


whence tis credible, that Diſeaſes went thro? 
their Periods, not by their natural and con- 
Kant Laws, but according as they were vari- 

ouſly treated in divers courſes of Practice; 
that is, the Progreſs, Exit and Symptoms of 
ſuchDiſeaſes were more owing to the reſpective 


methods of Practice, than to the immutable 
and individual Nature of the Diſtemper. Thus, 


ſuch as begin the cure of the Pleuriſy with Pur- 


gatives or violent Diaphoreticks (an unſafe 
and unlucky method) oug ht to impute what- 


ever Symptoms appear ards, rather to 


_ - theſe Remedies, than to the genuine Nature 


of the Diſeaſe. We conclude therefore, that 
all Obſervations made upon Diſeaſes irregu- 
larly curd, are of no uſe for promoting their 
Natural Hiſtory ; for that they ſet forth the 
Caſe - otherwiſe than it is in itſelf or ought to 


be. 5. The prepoſſeſſion of the Mind has 


likewiſe occaſion d the omiſſion of many Sym- 


ptoms that did not exactly ſuit with the Au- 


thor's Hypotheſis, and the arbitrary fiction 
of a great many, as being neceſſary for their 
further Confirmation. So that a pure and ex- 
att Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, I mean ſuoh as flows 
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according to the Rules and Laws of ſuch other 


= = f Phyfick. 215 
from the very Nature of things and isdeſcrib'd <.. 
by the Patients themſelves, is not to be met 
with in Books; upon the account that the Di- 
ſcriptions of Diſeaſes are for the maſt part ta- 
ken not from Obſervation and matter of Fact, 
but from the Author's Brains; and that many 
Symptoms are aſeribd to em, through the li- 
centiouſneſs of Opinions, or the negligence of 
Practitioners, that do not at all belong to em, 
as it appears from daily Experience: Nay, 
for a proof, we need go no further than the Hy» + 
pochondriack Illneſs alone, of which the Gale- 
niſts have forged ſo many 8 
to ſave and maintain their Hypotheſis of a 
hot Liver and a cold Stomac cg. 
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Thoſe who reaſon of the Hiſtory of Diſcaſes; 


Sciences as they take delight in, will never illuſtr- 
ate the Nature of Diſcafes by Obſervations; as 
Iſhew'd in the firſt Chapter of this Book. The 
famous Lord Verulam, among many others, 
laments extreamly the injury done to Natural 
Hiſtory in general, and the increaſe of it, by / 
_ Plato's inſerting his Theology in the conrſe f 
his Philoſophy. or judging of Philoſophical 
Matters by abſtra&ed and theological Noti- 
ons. And ſuch indeed is the caſe of 'Phyſick 3 
for in the laſt Age Logick was ſo much in vogue, 
that Phyſicians apply'd its ſtern and ſevere 
Rules to the Hiſtory and Cure of Diſeaſes; 
and how far they were out in ſo doing is plain 
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pointing to em, but Queſtions out of Queſti- 


dns, and Fallacy out of Quibbles; and fo put 
Phyſick intirely into the Hands of the Sophiſts. 


But as for Dialectick or Logick, tho? *tis uſe- 


fully apply'd to ſuch Arts and civil Affairs as 
Opinion, yet it hardly 
reaches the refin'dneſs and ſubtility of Nature, 


are grounded upon 


and in Natural Hiſtory ſeryes rather to con- 
firm than to pull up Errors. Upon this Con- 
ſideration, Gregorius Nyſſenus breaks out to 
this purpoſe. All the World ſees that the Dia- 

L Quirks are equally ſtrong on either ſide, ei- 


ther for overturning Truth or refuting Errour 


by 
which means it comes to pqfs; that the Truth ieſelf; 


when ſet forth by that art, is generally ſuſpected, as 
being tainted 220 that Tabtiley x 4 blinds our 
Eyes, and miſleads us fromthe Truth. © 


-- Tho? many Phyſical Authors have, for the a- 


bove-mention'd Reaſons, contributed but little 
to the Illuſtration and Improvement of the Hi- 
Tory of Diſeaſes; yet in all Ages, and parti- 
cularly in the two laſt, there have been ſome, 
| Who being either Men of excellent Senſe and 
Judgment, or bred under good Maſters, or 


acquainted with the Truth by reading Hippo- 


crates s Writings, have made Obſervations to 


very good purpoſe, and illuſtrated both the 
above-mention'd Hiſtory and Practice itſelf, 
ith practical Precepts conſirm'd by lon 
Experience. Such are Duretus, Follerius, and 
eee Tox ius, Martianus Sydenham, 


Tulpius 
. 


* * 


Wai, Morton teuer, Valeſens dt Taramat 


3 


1 


from this, That after all the mighty pains and 
labour ſpent upon Phyſical Matters, they 
Brought to light, not new diſcoveries or hints 
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Tulpius, Nicolaus Cheſnau, Franci 

| Genoua, Riverins Moreus, (an Italian Author of 
Fevers) Jodocus Lomius, Y alſchmid, and others 

of the like Form; whom I recommend as true 


Practitioner to be imitated by young begin- 
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mot ing the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, and ther 
| ducing from thence Practical Aphori- 


EO Om 
HE Phyſical School that flouriſt'd at 


| Coos, was ever in great Reputation a- 
mong all ſorts of Phyſicians: And indeed very 
juſtly. For whether you regard the Im- 
portance and Method of the Subject they treat 
of, or the number of Inventions and Diſco- 

veries, you muſt own, that upon theſe Heads 
they went beyond all other Schools. That 
School brought up, among other great Men, 
Hippocrates, deſcended of the Family of the A- 
fſelepiades, being the 20th from Jupiter, the 
18th from ¶Æſculapius, andthe gth from King 
Chryſamis. This great Man following the me- 
thod of that School, was much given to Ob- 
ſervation, diligent in delineating with fideli- 
ty and exactneſs the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, and 
wiſe to a wonderful degree in fixing practical 
Precepts, confirm'd. by long uſe. And I am 
of the Opinion that he kept fo cloſe to that 
Preceptive Aphoriſtical and grave method in 
his Writings, for no other end, but 'to in- 
ſinuate tacitly to us, that tis the moſt proper 
method both for improving and confirming. 
Phyſick. - But conſidering that the Primitive 
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| folds, Ropes, and many other Inſtruments of 


the divine Hippocrates, but ſtand amaz'd and are 
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Fathers of Folk have not plainly. communi- / 
cated. to us the neceſſary Rules and Cautions / 
for fixing ſuch Precepts, nor left us that wide 
Field of Obſervations from whence they were 
took; methinks they have done by us as the 
Architects uſe to do in raiſing Obelisks, or 
buildin great Edifices; for when they are 
about them they have their Ladders, Scaf- 


Architecture; but when the Work is finiſh'd 
they remove all theſe; from whence it comes 
to paſs, that tho? Poſterity admires the mag- 
nificence of the Edifice, yet they are igno- 
rant of the Inſtruments made uſe of in build 
ing it. In like manner young Phyſicians ad- 
mure and read with veneration the Works of 


cover d with ignorance when they conſider 
what Inſtruments he imploy'd in building ſo 
noble an Edifice. Now theſe Inſtruments I. 

| Purpoſe to ſet forth (as well as I can) in the 
enſuing Chapters, by pointing to ſach. means, 

as perhaps were made uſe of by Hippocrates, in 

en ane perfecting Phyſick by Obſer- \, _ 
vations, Hiſtory and Precept. 


In compiling the Hiſtory of any Diſeaſe, /_ 
four things axe chiefly neceſſary; Firſt, 
an _ Acquiſition of particular Obſervations. 
Secondly, the due Diſpoſition: of them. 
_ Thirdly, the Maturation and Digeſtion .of 
theſe Obſervations. And, Fourthly, the de- 
_ duction of Precepts and general Axioms out 
of the Obſervations thus prepar d. Of each > 
„ %%% ò⅛ On 
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theſe apart. The infinite Inquiſition and De- 
ſcription of particulars, is the firſt Baſts of 
the Hiſtory of any Diſeaſe; ſo that a Hi- | 
ſtoriographer of this Nature ought to fall firſt 
about this, and to ſpend many Years in ac- 
. quiring'a large number of Obſervations. In 
going about this Work, he muſt not trouble 
his Head with gratifying his Readers, Palate 
in fine Words, nor confine himſelf to what is 
uſeful to Patients; but only heap together 
ſuch a quantity of Particulars, as 1s ſufficient 
for a deduction of Axioms, and fixing a clear 
and perfect natural Idea of the Syſtem of the 
_ Diſeaſe he treats of. Let his Obfervations be ſet | 
don ina rough and unpoliſhd Style, that is, 
in the ſame ſort of words that Patients uſe 
when'they expreſs their ails: Let him ſet 
down the minuteſt, meaneſt and moſt uſeleſs 
Circumſtances: Let him add nothing of his 
own, I mean nothing that either a nimble way 
of diſputing, or an empty ſhew- of Learning 
may ſuggeſt; but like a faithful Scribe, he 
muſt diligently collect the Laws enacted by 
Nature, and deſcribe em in the ſame very | 
manner in which Nature ſpoke em. He 
muſt regulate his Conduct, as Judges do in 
Civil Cauſes, upon which the beſt Sentences 
and Judgments are paſsd, when, without re- 
| gard to the Licentiouſneſs or eloquence of O- 
ratours, all the ſtreſs is laid upon the Witneſ- 
ſes: For inlike manner, the Judgments paſs'd 
upon the Nature of Diſeaſes, will then be beſt, 
when they are taken from the evident joint- 
Teſtimonies of Experience, not alter'd by the 
liceatiouſneſs of Authors, who are ſwayd by 
Humour and Prejudice; whereas the real Teſti- 
7 | | monies 
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| monies. and reſponſes. of things, are, tho 


ſometimes obſcure and perplex d, yet always 
ſincere and uncorrupted. . __ 


This heya and unpoliſh'd way of | Obſerva- 
tions, join'd. to the long attendance that the 
acquiſition. and taking of em requires, may 


perhaps ſcare both the Reader and the Wri- 


det, and ſeem equally troubleſome and uſeleſs 

to both. But be it known to em, that a Col- 
lection of ſuch Obſervations, is like a Barn or 
Store-houſe, in which we are not to ſtay with 


pleaſure, but to ſtep. down to it now and | 


then, when we want any thing, either for 


the conſtruction of Axioms, or the cure f 


Diſeaſes. Nor has any thing ſunk the verity and 


fidelity of the Medcinal Natural Hiſtory more 


than that fatal itch of Authors to imbelliſh it 
with new and quaint ways of Speaking, ſub- 


tile Speculations, copious Quotations out of 


Authors, and ſuch other things as are added 
to gratifie the Reader. It is expedient there- 
fore to manage the Hiſtory and Narrative of 
_ Caſes, as if Phyſick were but juſt now come in- 
to the World; for that Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, 
that ſhines as it were through a Clond in the 
modern Books, wants that. expurgation, that 


Sir Francis Bacon of old adjudg'd for Philoſo- 


phy. I am not Ignorant, ſays he, that there itex- 


tant 4 natural Hioſtry, the variety and diligence 
cf which renders it both grateful and curious ʒ but 
/ you cull out of it the Fables, Antiquity, Queta- 
tions of Authors, idle Controverſies, _ Super ſti- 
tion, Philology, and other ornamental Appendages, 
which are fitter materials for convivial He en, 
and the entertainment of Learned Men, than for 


Inftieutioncof Philoſophy ; If theſs be lopy'doff, the 
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'* _ Remainsof Natural Hiſtory will come ta is: - 
: BY To perfect the firſt 185 

*twill b neceſſary for the Hiſtorian to mark 
down in his Obſervations, not ory the ſmall 
Accidents that fallout from Day toDay in an 5 


Diſeaſe, together with their Vio ence, © "har 
and Termination for better or for worſe ; hut 
likewiſe the minuteſt Circumſtances of 
and Place, the Seaſon of the Year, the Fa — 
cedent and concomitant. Cauſes, the method 
of Cure, and the Remedies made uſe of: In a 
word, all things that are either Antecedents, 
| Concomitants, or Conſequents of the Diſeaſe. 
For the omiſſion of the veryleaſt Circumſtance 
uſes to ſtop or perplex the effect of the whole 
Obſervation, and even to interrupt the true 
ſer vice of the Hiſtory. All things, I fay, are 
to be-deſcribd with that diligence 4 4 
nicety , ' that if any doubtful or uncertain 
thing Alls out in 155 courſe of an Obſerva- 
tion, it muſt not be conceaPd or ſuppreſs d 
(which indeed is too common a fault Thats 
- the writers of  Obſeryations) but ought to 
wk and diſtinctiy defcrib'd under a cau- 
co or e ee For the truth or falſity of 
Experiments, wilt ſoon, be laid open by the 
| e St of the Axioms. Nay, further, 
that the yerity and integrity of the Obferva- 
tion may. be pet more apparent, the v may 
and manner of Obſerving muſt be ſet down, 
that ſo Men may be leit to their liberty in 
judging and examining, whether that method 
of Obſervation. is to be relied on or not, and 
others may be e excited to find out more accurate 
Methods: To conclude, nothing will be more 
ae to Wo * of this —— 


ory of any Diſeaſe, 


i 
' 


lection of Particulars, for by that means the 
inquiſition and conſtruction of Axioms, wilt be 


gone about in a more cafte and expedit way, 
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ee in making Obſervations, and diligent- / 
 yfarvey'd the Nature of the Diſeaſe in hand 


%. 


for ſeveral Years, and committed all to Writ- 
ing ; his next care muſt be to attempt ſome 
diſpoſition of the Matter, and gradually ad- 
vance his Experience, which is yet but Empi- 
rical and Stupid, to a literate degree. For 
ſuch Obſervations are like the Letters of the 
Alphabet, uſeleſs indeed in themſelves; but 
when variouſly. joyn'd; mutually; collated and 
rang'd in order, they make up the true Idiom 
of Nature. The-Diſpoſition I ſpeak of, con- 
ſiſts chiefly in ſorting things of im 
portance into Heads and common places, 
and ranging whatever is diſcover d by Obſer« 
vation, 


divides that collective Body of Obſervations in- 
to wann and Prognoſticks, ſome con- 
ſtant, ſome inconſtant; Cauſes of ſeveral Claſ- 
ſes, and of ſeveral different Influences: The 
Seaſons of the Vear, and the Conſtitutions of 
the Weather that prevails moſt for the time; 
Symptoms, ſome conſtant Companions of the 
Diſeaſe, and others vcering about and frequent - 
Iydiſappearing; the events, ſome happy ſome 


tal, of the Indications taken, the ſucceſs or 


unfavourable iſſue of Remedies exhibited. 
j “ 
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of, con- 


der a proper Title. For example, 5 
after the Hiſtorian has made a thouſand or 
two thouſand Obſervations of the Cholick, he 
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make an orderly and digeſted Body of thoſe 


Particulars which formerly lay ſtraggling and 
* re to reject ſuch things as are falſe, 
nd guard with proper Cautions any thing 


other things that ſeem to reſemble it. In the 


Diſeaſes of the Breaſt, for inſtance; Diure- 


ticks are found to be generally the beſt Med'- 


cines j rejecting withal the acid Diureticks 


which gall the Lungs, and fix the Blood with- 
in em. The ſeſuits Bark is truly an undeniable 
Remedy for the Cure of intermitting Fe- 


vers ; bnt it muſt not be given if you ſuſpeck 


an Inflammation of any of the Viſcera, or an in- 
ward re or a debilityand preterna- 
tual Diforder in any Part; for in ſuch caſes it 
does not remove but inflames the Fever, and 


by throwing the whole morbifick Matter upon 
the affected Part produces fatal Inflammations, 


and at laſt a Gangrene, Further, the Jeſuits 


Bark is of uſe in intermitting Fevers, provi- 
ded tis not given in the beginning while the 
humours are yet crude; for ſometimes it does not 
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take off the Fever, or if it does, a few days af: 
ter the Fever returns; nay; which is yet worſe, . 
of entimes the Bark thus exhibited gives rite 


to new Dyſtempers, namely, Aſthma's, Drops 


ſies, Dyſenteries, Rheumatiſms, Suppreſſions 
of wonted Evacuations, and the like; as we 
learn from the repeated Experience of our 


modern Practitioners. The Jovial Bezoardick,. 


is a ſoveraign Remedy for pacifying the vio- 


lent pains of the Parts, for it checks the im- 
petuoſity of the raging Spirits and Salts in a 


minute; but in the mean time you muſt take 
care that theſe pains are not Gouty, Venereal, 
or the like, the matter of which being there- - 


by impriſon d. might raiſe: greater Evils; you 


muſt like wiſe avoid the giving of it in the Diſ- 


orders of the Nerves, and ſome grievous Diſ- 


eaſes of the Head, ſuch as the Apoplexy, Pal-. 
ſy, Ce. for tis unfriendly and prejudicial to. 
the Nerves and the Brain. Now the ſame. 
method muſt be follow'd in tacking que Cauti- 
ons to things of greater importance in this our 
_ Hiſtory, ſuch as the Diagnoſticks, the Pro- 
gnoſticks, the chief Symptoms, the cauſes of 
any kind, & c. For an Induction run on by A, 
ſingle Enumeration, without joining due cans. 
2 to the Phænomena of another Diſ- 
eaſe, the mask of which they ſometimes put 
on; or without rejecting ſuch particulars as 
are falſe and inconſtant; ſuch an Induction, 1 
ſay, makes a lame Concluſion: On the con- 
trary, a laudable Induction, to uſe my Lord 
Verulam's Words, is a certain form of demon- 
ſtration that defends ſenſe, illuminates and 
perfects the ind inajuſt deduftion of Conclu- 


tions to doubtful things, and fuch as bear an 


boss, 
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got in, our Obſervator muſt then call up his 
own Judgment, and begin to _ of forming 
ending the 

ſum and quinteſſence of the Art. Andin- 
deed, if apprehenſion and thought be neceſ-' 
fary in any caſe, this muſt be it; that like a 
Divine Fire it may inlighten this huge and ob- 
cure Deſart of Particulars, perplex d with 


ſome general Precepts, compre 


ſuch a fallacious ſimilitude of Things and Signs 
an intricacy and intanglement of © Cauſes, 2 an 


an ambiguity of ways. This illumination is' 


neceſſar 53 that ſo we making a diſcreet uſe 


of our jud 1 vive may mount upwards by de- 


grees, an 


climbin ng with conſtant labour up 
the ſteep aſcents o 


 keighth of Nature where the Air is clear, a 


affords a true proſpect of Diſeaſes, and from | 
whence there leads an eaſy and gentle deſcent 


to the method 1 true Practice. 
VI. 


Theſe gia Prece eps the ancients call'd „ 
e Aphoriſms are like 
Road-marks and ſtanding Beacons, to direct us 
in ſurmounting the difficult cures of Diſeaſes; 
which in ancient times were not meddled with 
but by Men of the beſt Learning worn out with 
5 Abe ap Practice, Men of pointed Thought in 


. Now, t 


ipying 


morbifick Matters, one 
after another , may at laſt reach the os 1 


7 im. lv .. i. 8 1 8 4 


nom a*days the 


% 


ing "the ſubtilties of differences, of Patience 


in doubting, deliberation in aſſerting, and pru- 


Diſpoſition, G c . But 
! Te Apothecary?'s Boy 
claims à right of pronouncing 1 
Sentences in Phyſical Matters. The Phyſici- 
ans take up the moſt general Propoſitions from 
two or three Experiments, made, as twere, 
at random; to the too too manifeſt detri:- 
ment of the moſt noble profeſſion; and the di- 
grace of the Profeſſors. - But for the N "I 
When our Obſervator has labour d ſuffici- 
ently himſelf in the wide extended Field of 
Obſervations; and learn'd exactly an Alpha- 
bet of the Nature of Diſeaſes, he ought not 
to fly preſently to the moſt general things in 
a compendious precipitant way, a way that's 
unpaſſable to Nature, and expos d to Diſputes; 
but muſt riſe gradually by winding about, in 
aſcending and deſcending, and by penetrating 
ſufficientiy into the Maſs of Particulars; and 
when he has thus reach'd the moſt general 
things, he muſt afterwards deduce from em 
middling Propoſitions and Axioms. That de- 


dence in making a 


- 


* 


ſultory way of abſtraQing from Particulars, not 
ſome Affirmative, ſome Negative, is ſuffici=- 
ently exemplified in the Writings: of later 
Authors, Upon a few Obſervations of Inflams. - 


mations and Impoſthumes in the Viſcera of 


ſome that. dy d of malignant or inflammatory 
Fevers, Kerry. Screta had the aſſurance to af=. 
firm, that all Fevers proceed from the latent 
inflammations of the Parts: And having likes; 
wiſe derived the Origin of Hectick Fevers 
from the ſame ſource, de ſtill preſcrib'd for. 
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theſe (as well as the other Fevers) Diaphore- 

tieks and Aperients of ſeveral ſorts, with in- 
_ =- tent to diſpel the pretended latent Inflamma- 
—_— tions and Impoſthumes. Now, he's in the 
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right of it, when Hectick Fevers take riſe 
from ſuch Cauſes, but not when they ſpring 
from Cauſes of a quite different Nature, vix. 
overſweating, a ſimple Gonorrhæa, the Whites 
in Women over- ſuckling in Nurſes, a Dyſentery, 
a Diarrhea, a Diabetes, immoderate Salivation, 
over-watching, over- working, &. In which caſes 
the Hectickis bred, not by latent Abſceſſes, as 
Scret a fancies, but by too great aConſumption of 
the nutritious juice; and the method of Cure 
dought to be vary'd in purſuance of the varie- 
ty of ſuch Cauſes. But tis needleſs to inſiſt 
on further Inſtances of unſeaſonable abſtracti- 
ons from Particulars, ſince they are ſo obvious 


. 


in our Modern Booo.xkx ?. 
Io make a ftanding and perpetual Axiom, 
vou muſt take care it be commenſurable to 
the Particulars from which *tis drawn; and 
rut neither higher nor lower than the Im- 
por tance, Verity, and Extent of the Particu- 
Ers will allow ; that is, that tis neither car- 
ry d ſo high as to end in abſtracted empty No- 
tions, nor confin'd to ſuch a narrow low com- 
pass, as to reſt in the confuſion and ſtupidity 
of 'Particulars. Let it be like Water which 
riſes in the Fountain, as high as it falls upon 
_ the deſcent from the Ciſtern. In Abſtracti- 
ons of this nature, we muſt take care above all, 
that the Mind be directed by Prudence to have 
=_— — left to itſelf, as being apt in its own Nature 
18 . a mature 
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Conſideration” of the interjacent - Propoſitions: 
ThisRule was religiouſly obſerv'd by Hippocrates 
in his . penn, his Predictions, his Charm, 
of his other Monuments; which 

ought to be a Pattern to us in the forming of 
new Axioms. By this time à day our Pro- 
feſſion had been well ſtock?d with Axioms, if 
they had cleav d to the Wombof Nature in te 
later Ages, and ſuck d in the wholſome Milk 
of Obſervations ; but being ſaatch'd from Na+ 


ture s Lap, and bred up in the Schools of Dis ö 


ſputes, tis no wonder we are now fo, ſcantily 
provided; and that all the advances mads 
ſince the Coans, by the Arabian, and ſonmie 
illiterate contentious Men among the Latines, 
are only the idle jargon of Old Men, addreſsd 
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In fine, nothing contributes more to che 
truth of Axioms than an exact and rigid des 
ſcription of all, even the meaneſt and almoſt 
uſeleſs Symptoms of Diſeaſes: And indeed no- 
thing has been a greater hindrance to the per- 
fection and progreſs of the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, 
than the prepoſterous Study of Phyſicians, in 
marking down and amplifying things of a lar- 
ger extent, and neglecting obſcure and mean 
Circumſtances. Nature makes no Efforts in 
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vain; and ſometimes the leaſt things are the | 


beginning or firſt Elements of the great ones; 


not to mention that the leaſt conduct us to 


the knowledge of the greateſt. Wind breaking 
downwards, is reckon d a mean and immate- 
rial Motion; and yet in a Dyſentery the break; 
ing of Wind W after its abſence for 


. 


ſome 


8 


binger of Death. This I obſerv d upon a Man 


on the Teeth in Fevers, the Fever will de 


: Sweating without 2 inaniteſt CA 
of Sleep, is an argument of over Feedi 
if the Perſon do not eat much, it ſpeaks 
that he wants Evacuations: Hip. 4. Aph. 41. 
A great many things of this Nature that ap- 


and flighted by Phyſicians, as being 
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Saks 
e lick Fit, if a great deal of Wind 


a:defperate 
breaks downwards with a ö ſtink; tis a har- 


of lixty Vears of Age at Rome, in the Vear 
1693. If a Child handles its Belly often, tis 
z ſign of Worms. If a thick ſlime gathers up- 


ſons are of a ſoluble Body; Hip. pur Much 
in the tim 


* 


* 


z or 


pear in the Courſe of Cure, are over- look d 
uſeleſs 
and of no importance; whereas they are in ef- 
fect as capable to give Light and Service, and 
afford Diagnoſticks, Prognoſticks, and Indica- 
tions of Cure, as Circumſtances of larger Ex» 
tent and greater Importance. 1, 
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| Of the Erelting of Colleges for the improve- 


ment of Practice. 
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HE Work we have thus cut out, is a 
q Work of ſo much Labour and Meditati- 
on, that it requires not one or a few, but a 
Whole Society of Learned Men : And for this 

_ Reaſon I think it neceſſary, that in great Ci- 
ties which have large Hoſpitals, the reſpective 

Princes ſhould ſettle Colleges of dey hope in 
order tothe improving of Practice by Hiſtory 


and Obſervations. We ſee other Arts and 


Sciences flouriſh by ſuch liberal Settlements, 
and *tis convenient their liberality ſhould ex- 
tend in like manner to Phyſick. Such a Col-- 
lege of Phyficians, or ſuch a practical College, 
as I now propoſe, ought to be divided into two 
Bodies, one ſet apart for reading the Books 
that contain Obſervations, and the other for 
making and ſetting down newoObſervations. 


As for the 1ſt (which ſhall go by the name of tze 


Literate Society) they muſt have recourſe to ſuch 
Authors as write, not Paradoxes or uncoms. 
mon and ſtrange ſurprizing Stories, but the 
faithful and true accounts of the Diſeaſes 
that frequently happen, taking particular no- 
tice of the Seaſons of the Year, of the ante» * 
cedent or occaſional a Diſtemper 4 5 


of its Riſe; Progreſs, and Declenſion; of the 
Symptoms that appear from Day to Day; of 
the Tranſlation of a Symptom of one kind in - 
to that of another in every Period of the Di- 
ſeaſe; What Benefit or Detriment accrues to 
the Patient in any Period of the Diſeaſe from 
the acceſſion of any new Symptom, from the 
exhibition of any Remedies, from the purſuit 
of ſuch and ſuch a Method of Cure, & c. 1 
mean whether Health or Death inſued, whe-. 
ther the Diſeaſe was thereupon prolong'd or 
- ſhorten'd, or rather, whether *twas transfer= 
fer'd. from one Species to another of a _— | 
different Nature. Let every Fellow of this 
Literate Society have one Diſeaſe allotted him 
for the task of his whole Life, which he ought 
do purſue after this manner. If the Pleuriſy, 
for inſtance, be his Subject, let him read all 
the Hiſtories of Pleuriſies related by Obſerva- 
Tors, and other Learned Phyſicians, and mark 
dem down in a Paper Book provided for the 
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im conſider em with attention, and then 
fall about the inveſtigation of the following 
Heads, viz. The Nature of Idea of the Di- 
ſeaſe in general, the Diagnoſticks and Pro- 
gnoſticks, the Cautions and general Precepts, 
the moſt accurate Methods af Cure, the choi- 

celt and almoſt ſpecifick Remedies, the mutu- 
al Transmutations of Symptoms and Diſeaſes, 

With the meaſure of their duration, the BE | 
forts, Method, and Order of Nature in expel- 
ling the morbifick Matter. All theſe he muſt 


6 Fort into their proper Claſſes, and range em 


iter their reſpeative general Heads, as Lin 


i 


urpoſe. After they're thus mark d down, let 


We * 8. * * N 
TY” 


3 


all the Hiſtories of Pluriſies, he'll diſcover, 
for Example, that dry Pluriſies without ſpit- 


ting are hard to be cur'd, and pernicious : 


That all ſpittings which do not leſſen the pain, 


are bad; but thoſe which give caſe are of a 
good Character: That pains in the Sides in 


old Men are for the moſt part Mortal, chiefly 


© becauſe they have not ſtrength todiſcharge the 
Matter: That Purging in an acute Pleuri- 


- fy, attended with an over-bearing Inflamma- 


tion, ſtops the ſpitting, feeds the Inflammati- 


on, and makes way for the Phthiſick and 


Suppuration: That in all Diſeaſes of theBreaſt, 


eſpecially thoſe accompanied with Inflammati- 
ons, Purgatives are generally hurtful, and on 


the other hand, Diuretics, expectorating Med'- 


cines, and the bathing of the Feet, give relief: 
That repeated Bleeding fellow d by ſeveral 


Draughts of a pectoral decoction taken down 


as hot as it can be bore, will quickly take of 
the moſt obſtinate, and in a manner ſtrangl- 


ing Pleuriſies: That a Looſneſs in a Pleuriſy 


is generally fatal: That the pleuritick Pain 


riſes for the moſt part to the Throat, Breaſt, 


Back, & c. That Perſons much ſubject to Pleu- 


riſies, die oftentimes of a Pleuriſy, or of a 


Feripneumonia That the ſooner the ſpitting 
comes, the fooner the Pleuriſy's cur d: That 


in a malignant Pleuriſy the ſafeſt way is not to 
Bleed: That cold Drink kills many pleuritick 


Patients, tho? at the ſame time Phyſicians a- 
ſcribe their Death to other occaſions. Theſe, 
and an infinity of other poſitions, will our Hi- 
ſtorian gather from ſuch Hiſtories; Which, 
vet 


tho they lye ſtraggling and 1 
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they contain ſomething that reliſhes of the 
natural Oare, and anſwers nicely to its Laws. 
I mention and recommend this Method of 
illuſtrating and amplifying the Hiſtory of Di- 
ſeafes. by Obſervations cull'd out of Books, leſt 
ſuch a quantity of Ware taken from Nature's 
op, ſhould lye more or leſs buryd in pro- 
rtion to the ſolidity or levity of thoſe Au- 
thors,. and for fear the elaborate performances 
of Men of the beſt Learning ſhould be doom'd 
zo-perpetual Oblivion. Beſides, one Man is 


not: ſufficient for _ illuſtrating the whole Pro- 


vince of one Diſeaſe ; ſo that we lye under a 
neceſlity of taking in Materials from all 
Hands. This Galen hints at; Cap. 9. de Sub- 
Eg Emp. Since, ſays he, The Life of one Man is 


not ſuffcient for the invention of all things, Hi- 
- 7 the Obſervations of . . by 


the inſtructien of many Men in ſeveral Ages, one 
Aas man become very Learned. 
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The other Body of this. College to which 
we ſhall give the Name of the Practical Society 
muſt; be intirely taken up in finding out an 
marking down new Obſervations of Diſeaſes, 
and purſue the fame meaſures in that Office 
that we laid down above for the literate Soci= - 
ety in theirs. That is to ſay, every Member 
of the Society muſt take a particular Diſeaſe 


for his Province. I have ſhewa at large in the 
foregoing Chapter, how the Hiſtory of Di- 


ſeaſes is to be made by Obſervations taken at 
the Patient's Bed-ſide; and in what manner 
phoriſms and general Precepts are to be 4 7 


* 
» 


ä 1 * 9 n 2 by : 1. 
apo * > 8 mz Ty . 
XK» iy J 
N * 4 I 7 ; t 
y - * 4 1 5 
£ * 8 
* 
a7 
* * * 
Iz 4, * * 122 1% 


5 aue d fron 'thenee. - But to ſet rounds in 
4 clearer light, 1 ſhall here recapitulate what 
I purſued there at more length . In regard, the 

Hiſtory of Diſeaſes conſiſts in their Symptoms 
and Phenhmens: for the time; an Hiſtoriaa 


#4 
if 


- 


ought to diſplay his utmoſt Efforts in ſetting "yy. 


forth the very leaſt and meaneſt' of em juſt as 
they are in themſelves, or are related by the 


fick Perſon. : How far Authors have hitherto 4 


been faulty upon this Head, is evident from 


their Writings; for in treating of any Di- 


_ ſeaſe they conſulted Books and their own Fan- 
5 85 without any regard to Experience and the 


of Nature ; from whence it comes to 


paſs. that the Symptoms they aſcribd to Dis» 
ſeaſes, àre either not met with in Practice, 
or found to be of a quite different Form from 
what they are repreſented to be. In the ſe- 
cond place, our eee ought to inquire, and 


after long enq determine what yin cove 
are conſtant, and, as *twere, the 
Diagnoſticks che Diſeaſe allotted him; and 


theſe he muſt diſtinguiſſi from the — for- 

tuitous and common Symptoms, and ſuch as re- 
tain rather to a different Method of Cure, and 
analmoſt infinite combination „Kennen thänte 
the Nature of the Diſeaſe. 3. He ought to 
remark the Nature, Violence, Progreſs 8 and 
Iſſue of the Symptoms, and take notice what 
tranſmutations of Symptoms happen r 
all the periods of r Diſcaſe. 4. He oug 


to obſerve the Temper, the Degree of Vo- 


lence, the Progreſs and the Exit of the Di- 
ſtemper itſelf, and its change for better or 
worſe upon the arrival or retreat of any 


Pen 3. He — * mind what A. 7 
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226 The Practice of Phyſirłk. 
ptoms diſappear, or what increaſe, upon the 
Seblbitien of any Remedy, or —— np 
Method of Cure in every period of the Diſ- 
eaſe. The ſame Remark is to be made upon 
the principal Diſeaſe after the exhibition of 
Remedies, or applying a Method of Cure. 6. 
He muſt ſet down what Symptoms accompany 
the Diſeaſe to the laſt, with the degree of 
their violence in every period; what Sym- 
ptoms take leave of it in a ſhort time, and 
when; and what alterations are made in the 
Diſeaſe upon their diſappearing or returning, 
7. He ought to carry the inquiſition of all 
theſe things through hundreds and thouſands 
of Patients; that ſo he may reſt altogether 
aſſur d of the truth of the matter, and readily 
form general Axioms; and the Art of Phylick 
like a lively and thriving Plant, ſtanding up- 
on its own Roots, may grow and be confirm d. 
At the ſame time that our Hiſtorian is im- 
ployd in marking down the Phænomena of 
Diſeaſes, he ought likewiſe to bend his 
Thoughts upon the giving of ſeparate and par- 
ticular Hiſtories of the Cauſes, Diagnoſticks, 
ſolid Indications or Method of Cure, ſpeci- 
fick Remedies, and ſuch other things as re- 
late to the Eſſence of the Diſeaſe, of which 
more annon. Now, theſe ought to be the 
chief Topicks or Articles of Inquiſition in the 
new nances, calculated for amplifying 
the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, by a diſtin& account 
of their Phenomena, and the other particu- 
lars above-mention'd. Tis needleſs to re- 
peat how lazy, the Phyſicians, eſpecially of 
this Age, have been in that matter. Me- 
thinks the ancient Fable ob Scylla would we | 
$0 <0 18 | ” Well 


. 


well with their Syſtems of Phyſick; for the 
Ancients feign'd that Scylla had the Countenance 
and Breaſt of a handſome Virgin, but bark- 


ing Monſters about her Belly. And in like 


manner many of our Modern Syſtems look. 
plauſible and ſpecious, nay, and promiſe great 
things upon the firſt view, and the outward, 
appearance; but when you come to their Womb, 
or their parts of Generation, they neither 
bring forth the Fruit of Practice, nor afford 


new Light for the finding of that Fruit, but 


cram us with noiſy ſnarling Queſtions, with 
horrid Monſters-of Opinions, and the nauſe- 
ous repetition of former Inventions. In a 
word, Experience muſt be our Rule. Expe- 


led the way, according to Manilius. In the way 


of Phyſick Experience is of more weight than 


Reaſon; and Reaſon. on the other hand, has 
more weight than Authority: So that the caſe 
of Phyſick is different from that of Civil Af 
fairs in which the Authority and Acts of the 


Senate are more regarded than the greateſt 


-» 


weight of Reaſon, | 


rience gave being to our Art, and Example 


- 


* 
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| erg "Orin [> im. 1 . ird 15 
| Va 3 n A F | | v7 ; 
V *, 8 -Piſore 1 diſmiſs this Ae it wil. de pro 
to ſubjoin 4 few hints of the Laws of 2 
J zollege * 5d theſe I would not have to be 
Fi —— h Great from thoſe of other Learned 
AF 2 pecially as to the general Statutes. 

As 1 2 particular Rules, let this one be 
minded 25078 all, That every Fellow of the 
literare, as well as the prattical Society ſhould: 
have but. one Dileaſe allotted him for the 
5 . of his Life; for ſuch is the im- 
rtance a wy neceſſity of the Subject, that 
A 5 cannot well be other ways. For conſiders! 

inp 725 12 a of time is ſpent in col 
| n e of "Particulars, and di- 
, hg 8 it in the above-wmenti- 
Fant; and at a large Stock of Me- 

Arat, 


Pritdence, 8 ment, and 
Patience is requ ae 


== tit; tis e 
- = vident that We wo of one 41 i ſearce ſuf⸗ 
. = fictent for the perfect illuſtration of one Di- 
ſſeaſe. So that if one were to undertake the 
—_ diſcuſſion of ſeveral Diſeaſes, the narrow- 
= / neſs of his time can't but oblige him to be 
—_— guilty of the ſcandalous Crime of making 
;: - precarious and uſeleſs Tranſcripts out of o- 
2: BY ther Authors, of inventing ſeveral things 
at pleaſure, of heaping up bulky Volums, 
that make an oſtentative ſhow, but do not 
improve the Art; the tireſomeneſs of the 
tedious Inquiſition would make him ſli 45 | 
to the Errours I have ſo often cenſur 
ol. Anceſtors. For this reaſon I think he 
26 wan ad well, in . to every 
Phyſician | 
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ſeaſe. - 


The Fellows of this College are to meet at 
ſet times, at leaſt once a Month, and are to 


lay their Obſervations before the Cenſors. 
Now the Cenſors ought to be the Senior and 
more learned Fellows, qualifyd with a mature 
Judgment and aged Practice. They muſt be 


8 to correct whatever is ry tp 


the Laws and Method of the Hiſtory 
for the other particulars relating to the ple 
dor and Dignity of the Colleg cod of PraQti 


let theſe be adjuſted by the e Learned Fellows 


that meet from time to time. 


be Practice of Phy fick. 539 


Phyſician the Cure of one particular Di- 
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A Mong the many Objections that may be 
offer d in oppoſition to this our Hiſtory 
Diſeaſes, this is the chief. Diſeaſes are 
certain. confus'd, unſteddy and diſorderly Ef- 
fects and Motions of forlorn Nature, when 
5 pate ow to defend itſelf; ſo that tis a vain 
bour to pretend to make a regular and ſtan- 
ding Hiſtory of em. The Argument ſounds 
well indeed, but it does not ſtand to Experi- 
ence. For we ſee that Hippocrates has purſud 
that Interpriſe to his infinite Glory, and why 
may not others make the ſame Eſſay ? Be- 
ſides, daily Experience is evidence, that Di- 
ſeaſes. obſerve an equal and individual con- 
ſtancy in their Motions and Periods, and keep 
to certain Rules in their Progreſs and Matu- 
ration; that as all theſe things take riſe from 
a Specific and peculiar Exaltation or Specifi- 
cation, if I may ſo ſpeak, of the peccant - Hu- 
mour, ſo ſuch Specifications muſt have cer-. 
tain and individual ways of Invaſion and Ma- 
turation, with concomitant Symptoms, that 
are altogether different from the ways of In- 
vaſion and Maturation, and the concomitant 
| humoral Exaltations in other Diſeaſes. And 
"theſe Specifications of the Humours in ſome 
Diſeaſes are ſo conſtant, that Tet the Diſeaſe 
be ſeated where it will, and aſſume what "ou 
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tion. To illuſtrate the Matter with an ext 
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hat Specification, or pecu ar Nature of 
the Humours, thar produces a Tertian Inter- 4 
mitting Fever, differs vaſtly from the Specifick _ > 
 QualityofHumours, that gives riſe to hyſterick g 
Fits, the Pox, and the vtherDiſeaſes. By vertus ©» . 4 
of the Morhifick Specification of the Tertian  _ , 
Humor, a Tertian Hever is known:to.obſerve  - 
the following Courſe both.in Ancient and Moe: 
dern Times, It begins with a ſhivering ane 
vomiting, and hurns with a biting Heat: The 
particular Fit is oxer in the 2 twelve 
Hours, and the intire Body of the Diſeaſe dif 
appears after ſeven rounds, TS 
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ſician is not out in his Method. Purgation „ 
and Bleeding is prejudicial in the beginning. 
wt ous Med'cines, till after the fourteenth 3 
(that particular Golour being an almoſt xa E- 
thognomonick Sign of this and the other in 
termitting Fexers) and ſo on- Now that! 
am ſpeaking of this Urine, I muſt obſerve by 
the Bye, What repeated Obſervation has 
taught me; that the Diſeaſes accompanied with, 
that Trine, proceed (if not all; atleaſt moſt of 1 
em) from the Specifick Source of intermitting 
Fevers, In, confirmation of this Remark; 1 
have often times experienc'd. that ſome Peri: 
dick Pains, and other Dilcaſs exaſperated « 
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ſet times, were accompanied with a very high 
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colour'd or Brick colour d Urine, as if they 
had been the Off- ſpring of Periodick Fevers; 


and were happily curd, after a fruitleſs trial 


of other Remedies, by attenuating, bitter 
and antifebrile Med'cines prudently admini- 


| Rerd ; that is, ſeaſonably and in conjunction 
with diuretick or purgative Ingredients, as 


we are wont to do in intermitting Fevers. 


What we have' ſaid of the Specification of a 


Tertian Humour, may be apply d to all other 


Diſeaſes. The Hyſterical Illnefs (for inſtance) 


is produc d by a Specifick peculiar exaltation 


of the Humours, and 5 is cur d by 
ſuch Remedies as are calculated fo 


r it in a pe- 


culiar manner. It invades the Patient with 
Symptoms that retain oftener to it than to 
anyother Diſeaſe, namely, a ſenſe of ſtrangling, 


Paſſions of the Heart, an oppreſſion of the Sen- 


ſiees, convulſive Motions both of the Abdomen 
and the other parts of the Body, a ſenſe of Cold 
in the Crown of the Head (the greateſt Diag- 
noſtick of Hyſterick caſes) and a chillneſs in 


the extream Parts. 


The above-mention'd* Symptoms appear 


when the Hyſterick Humour ranges here and 


there, and is not yet ſettPd'z but if it happens 


to fix in any one part, it produces Diſeaſes and 
Symptoms peculiar to tfat Part. Thus, if it 


Axes in the Head it aſſumes the form of an 
Apoplexy, or a Head-ach, or other Diſorders 


of the Head if it ſeizes the Nervous Syſtem, 


it appears in Convulſive Motions; if it fixes 


ia the Heart, Palpitations and Anpuiſh inſue; 


if in the Lungs, a Cough, Aſthma, and the 


like, are the Cönſequenee; if the Gut Colon 
224 x | . 
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7 be Practice of Phyſick. 243 
is affected, it reſembles a moſt obſtinate Cho- | 
lick; if the Kidneys or Loins are the feat of 
its reſidence, it humours nephritick Pains ex- 
actly; if the Bladder, you have a ſuppreſſion 
of Urine ; if the Ventricle or Inteſtines, it pro- 
_duces a Vomiting and Looſneſs; and fo on. 80 
that if a Phyſician be not very ſharp ſightet, 
and well vers'd in his Buſineſs, if he is not a- 
ware that the ſpecifick Cauſe of one Diſeaſe. 
often times perſonates that of another thats 
quite different, hell take the foregoing Diſ- 
_eaſes, to proceed from Cauſes peculiar to them- 
ſelves, or to the part affected, and will labour 2 
in yain in the preſcription of vulgar Remedies, + 
to the great detriment of the Patient; where- - 3 
as in effect, they 10 551 immediately upon the 
hyſterick Spring, and after a fruitleſs uſe ofother 
Remedies, are cur'd in a Minute, with nothing 
but Anti-hyſtericks. The ſame may be faid 
of the Pox and ſuch other capital Diſeaſes ; _ 
of which more at large in the Chapter of 
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Further; Diſeaſes are ſo conſtant and or- 
derly in their Motions, that they obſerve a 1 

regular Courſe, not only in the Invaſion and 

Progreſs, but likewiſe in the declenſion and '* 


exit. Accordingly we ſee ſome Morbifick «+ 
_ Cauſes perform their maturation and depura- * 20 
tion. in the ſpace of a few hours, others in ſo 3 
many Days, others in a determin'd number . 
Months, and others again in ſo many Years ; 
_ and. ſometimes when Nature is ſtrong, they 
tetminate of their own accord without the 
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244 ThiProdilice of Phyſick. | 
. aſſiſtance of Phyſick. Not only Hippocrates 
but Experience is Evidence, that an exqui- 
ſite Tertian, if left to it ſelf, will terminate 
in fourteen Days, for ſo much time does the 
ſpecification of the tertian Humour require to 
compaſs a depuration; and preſcribe what Re- 
© medies you will to extirpate a Tertian before 
that ſet time, they are all ineffectual. As for 
the objection, that a Tertian may be ſtiffd in 
the bud by the uſe, of the Febrifuga; I 
own that ſometimes it happens ſo; but then, 
the Diſeaſe either breaks out again with great- 
=: er Fury after a few Days, or puts into its 
F.  * place ſeveral grievous Diſtempers, ſuch as, 
Aſthma's, Dropſies, flow Fevers, Phthiſicks, 
er. But of this more anion. For the ſame 
FF _- reaſon, Purgation and Bleeding is pernicious 
| in the beginning of intermitting Fevers ; for 
daily Experience is witneſs, that upon the uſe + 
4 . of theſe Remedies, the Fever is either dupli- 
a2 ated or inflam'd. Tis true, it falls out very 
often, that exquilite Tertians go beyond four- 
TR teen Days and extendeven to Months ; that 
a2 Pleuriſy laſts after the ſeventh or fourteenth 
Day, and ſo of the reſt; but that muſt be at- 
. / tributed, either to a contrary method of Cure, 
TR  -  _. namely, when we diſturb the courſe of Na- 
HR _ - ture, and the gradual ſeparation of the pec- 
= . cant Humour, by Bleeding and exhibiting 
ER |  Purgatives and violent Diaphoreticks in the 
— beginning, in which caſe the Specification of 
TRE  - the tertian Humour is ſunk, and a new ſpeci- | 
—  - fication ariſes, with a new Train of Symptoms, 
r : and a new viciſſitude of Periods, which laſts 
itil the ſeparation of the impure Humour is 
TRE _ - perform'd by the ſet Laws of Nature, or til 
__ az. To Wwe 
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The Practice of Phyſick. 435 
we light on a remedy, that directly extinguiſhes 
that Species, upon which head the Doctrine of 
ſpecifick Remedies is grounded: It muſt be 
imputed, I ſay, either to this irregular method 
of Cure, or to new and 3 conſtitu- 
tions of the Air, or to ſome flaming irregula- 
rity in the conduct of Life, or elſe to other vi- 

olent Cauſes, that are able to diſturb the regu- 

lar motion and ſpecification of the tertian Hu- 
mour, and put it by the due term of matura- 
tien... $12 8-01 ebony  - 
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What is ſaid of the tertian Fevers, muſt be 
applyed to all other Diſeaſes, particularly thoſe 
of an acute form, in which the abovemention'd 
maturation, and ſeparation of the peccant Hu- 
mours, are more manifeſt than in others that 
approach to the chronical Claſs. In the buſi- 
neſs of maturation, the Conduct of Nature is 
much the ſame, as in the production and ma- 
turation of Plants, Animals, and other things; 
for in both theſe Offices it moves in a certain con- 
ſtant and immutable order, unleſs it be put out 


of its byaſs by violent Cauſes, which by that 
| means give riſe to Monſters and abortive Pro- - . 


ductions. And as Animals, Plants, &c. under- 
go their ſpecifick and peculiar Mutations in a 
conſtant order; as they grow and flouriſh, 
ſome in May, ſome in Fuly, and fo on; as they 
bring forth Seed ih regular Order, and at laſt 
fade away: So Diſeaſes by vertue of the ſpecifick 


9 


: and peculiar exaltation of the Humours,do,all 
i of 'em, obſerve their reſpective Periods, and 
| 


Carry along with them their peculiar Sym- 
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toms. Thus, the Pleuriſy isaccompany'd witn 
five conſtant ſigns; the Dropſy and other Diſ-, 

eaſes are attended by their peculiar ,Symp-:; 
toms; purſuant to the Obſervations not only 
of our Age, but of the earlieſt times of Anti- 
quity. We muſt not therefore diſpair of ob- 
taining an exact and ſtanding Hiſtory of Diſ- 
eaſes, by, reaſon of the foregoing Objection: 


for tis fairly prov'd that Nature in all her con- 


cerns, proceeds in a grave, conſtant and perpe- 


tual Order: And if by the violence of Cauſes, 


it be joſtl'd out of its Road, it flies out into 


Monſters, abortive Productions, and manifeſt 
Errors; but theſe happen but ſeldom. 


45 * 2 
1 LS 
þ TS 


| 2 1 4; 4 = 1 155 _ nay 25 5 
It may be further objected, that "twill be a 
hard matter to compaſs: this Hiſtory, both by 


Circumſtances that concur to the Production of 


Diſeaſes, and upon the account of the various 


Methods with which they are cur d. As for 


the Cauſes and concurring Circumſtances, they 


will not be always, fo confus d, and irregular, 
but that after long Obſervation, we may 
trace the true Motions, Progreſs and Exit of 
Diſeaſes ; for had ſuch a confuſion of Cauſes - 


 prevaiFd in all Caſes, Hippocrates his Aphoriſms 
Predictions, Coacæ, &c. could never have been 


form d. As to the ſecond Obſtacle, namely, 
the various methods of Cure. Iis certain, 


that by vertue of Method, Diſeaſes aſſume ya+ 


rious Faces, and call up various Symptoms 
but then theſe are ſecondary and acceſſory 
Symptoms, and common to other Diſeaſes, but 
„ LY not 
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Be Practice of Phyfick. 247 
not the fix d and characteriſtical Symptoms: 
or if they are, it happens but very ſeldom. - 
For take what method you will, in the cure of 
a Pleuriſy, for Inſtance, you will ſcarce put a- 
ſide the pricking Pain in the Side, the difficul- 
culty of Breathing, the hard Pulſe, the Cough 
and the other Characteriſticks of a-Pleuriſy z 
or if you knock off ſome of em, aſluredly 
you'll never ſink *em all. But to prevent mi- 
ſtakes in the way of Method, and the going 
upon falſe Indications, ſo as to turn Diſeaſes - 
to another courſe, than what they really ani 
naturally require; I recommend to you the 
reading of ſuch Authors, who having dwelt 
perpetually with Nature, and tracd the Com- 
plexion and Cure of Diſeaſes with more Dili- 
gence than Noiſe, have laid down a ſolid un- © 
ſhaken and perpetual Method of Cure. Such 
are, among the, Grecians, Hippocrates, Celius 
Aurelianus, etius, Aretæus; and Galen, pro- 
vided he be kept clear of the fumes of Specula- 
tion: among the Latins, Celſus and the other 
Authors mention'd above cap. + So that upon 
the whole, this Objection ought. not to care 
us from attempting the propos d Hiſtory of 
8 Diſeaſes. 12 E 55 Fo 1 88 . 
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©. I concludewith this innuendo, that the dif- 
4.3 ſection of the Corps of thoſe who die of Dif- 
1 Keaſes, affords great Light for diſcovering the 
== occult Cauſes of Diſeaſes, as well as perfecting 
* aud amplifying the Hiſtory now propos d. But 
theſe Corps are not to be diſſected tranſient- 

ly and in a hurry, as many are wont to do. 
Before you commence the diſſection, you 

_ ought to take a deſcription of the Diſeaſe of 
which he dyed, marking down the occaſional 

Cauſe of the Diſtemper, the train of Sym- 

- . 7 ONT ESRD . 
ptoms with their Progreſs and upſhot, the mo- 
tions of the. Diſeaſe, the attempted method. 
of Cure, the operation of the Remedies, and 
the other particulars mention'd in the forego- 

ing Paragraphs. When theſe are once learn- 

ed, you are then to go about the diſſection, 
* and enquire into the ſeat and cauſe of the Dif- 

- *__., caſe, that is, whether the fluids or ſolids were 
- _ - . faulty in producing the Diſtemper, where the 
morbifick Matter T-ulk'd,andwhat complexion 
1 | | ftwas of, what degree of Injury the ſolid Parts 
LR Have ſuſtain'd, whether they are flaggyor bent, 
— obſtructed or open, affected with Convul- 
ER fionsor otherways; whether their diſorder is 
RR communicated to other remoter Parts, and 
—_ the like. It muſt be own'd that ſeveral chro- 
—_ . nical and obſcure Diſeaſes, can ſcarce be ſet. 
1 in a clear Light without diſſection, and the 
2 BM - Hiſtory of ſuch Caſeg'will never be perfect 
* RE and entire; unleſs the particulars I ee 
RR KH C ut 
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en a deſcription of the Gout, and its | 


* 8 


23 HE foregoing Advances, relating to the 


manner of forming the firſt Hiſtory of 
Diſeaſes and deducing practical Aphoriſms 


from thence, can t be ſet in a clearer light, than 


by giving ſome hiſtorical Specimen of one cer- 
tain Diſeaſe, as a pattern for all the reſt ; and 


in regard, it is a common complaint, that 
the Gout kills more of the Rich and Wiſe, 


than of the Poor and Simple, We ſhall make 
@ ſhort Eſſay upon that Diſeaſe, and freely 


communicate what Obſervation has taught us 


upon that Head;-being-countenanced-in-this 


1 85 undertaking by the excellent Dr. Sydenham, 
whoſe method we follow. —— _ 


K 


The Gout is a painful Diſorder of the joints, 
that attacks chiefly old Perſons, who after 
Tpending the better part of their Life in Soft- 
neſs and ffeminacy, and giving themſelves u 


to Idleneſs, Surfeting, Venery, and an indiſ- 
creet uſe of Wine and ſpirituous Liquors, diſ- 


continue their wonted Exerciſe as their Years, 
advance, and lead a lazy unactive Life. Some- 


times it ſeizes upon young Men, and thoſe of 


a thin ſlender Conſtitution, but that happens 
1+ . „„ . 


f 
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very ſeldom, and is owing chiefly to heredita- / + 
ry Contagion, to intemperate and early. - - 
Venery, to the diſcontinuing of wonted'exer= 
ciſe, to oyer-cating, to an indiſereet uſe of Wine 
or dther ſpirituous Liquors, follow'd all on a 
ſudden by refrigerating and moiſtning Drinks, 
to the ſpoiling of the firſt Concoction by ſe- 
vere Study, or by Care and Frettulnefs. Thoſe 
who are ſubject to the Gout, have large Sculls, 
with a ſalacious and robuſt Conſtitution, and a 
habit of Body, that for the moſt part is full 
and moiſt. It is not ſo ſevere upon old Men, 
as upon thoſe of a middling or younger Ape. 
Children, Eunuchs and Women,” are ſeldom 
or never ſeiz d with the Gout. Commonly a ge- 
neralParoxiſm returns about the Equinoxesand 
Solſtices, and above all, about the beginning f 
February or March. Errours of Diet, the Pal 5 1 
ſions of the Mind and violent Cauſes, will cala! 
up a latent Fit; and as this Fit appears fud- /, 
denly without any previous hgns to uſher it ij, 
ſo it is quickly over, eſpecially upon the re- 
moval of the abovemention'd Cauſes. Some 
Weeks or Days before the invaſion of the ge- 
neral Paroxiſm the Patient is ſeiz d 155 u- 
ally with want of Concoction and Crudity in 
the Stomach, a heavineſs and windy ſort of in- 
tumeſcence all over the Body; all which in- 
creaſe every Day; till the Fit appears. 
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Nov the Paroxiſm proceeds in the follow ing 
Order. . A few Days beforethe Invaſion a ſort 
of drouſineſs and a deſcent of Wind with a fort 

f ſpaſmqdick Diſorder is felt in the Muſcles — r 
. 1 : . 


N * * c F * / n 
e Porky e 


dre uſner d in; for this is a characteriſtick Sign, 


Phyſicce. 
„ ö "2 | 


8 voracious in a preternatural way. 
Tho' the Patient goes well and ſound to Bed, 


Toe, and ſometimes in the Heel, Ankle or 


Calf of the Leg: Soon after, a ſhivering, ſhak- 


yet about Midnight he's awakd by a Pain 
_ that's ſeated for the moſt part in the great 


ing, and feveriſh Symptoms appear, and under- 


go a gradual remiſſion; but the Pain increaſes 
Sradually, till it reaches the higheſt degree of 
violence, about Sun riſe, and variouſly affects 
the little Bones of the Tarſus and Metatarſws, 
- with a Senſe, as twere, of a Dog gnawing, 
ſometimes. of a. preſſure and ſqueezing, and 
ſometimes of the tearing and. dilaceration 
of the Ligaments: The Pain that the Patient 
feels upon his firſt waking reſembles that which _ 
inſues upon the disjointing of theſe Bones, 
with asenſe, as twere, of cold Water thrown up- 
on the part affected. The part affected is ſo 
very ſenſible of Pain, that it can't bear the ve- 


ry weight of the Sheets, or walking ſlowly 
7, thro" the! he. whole | | 
/.. » reſtleſs; the Body and affected part, are con- 
ſtantly toſsd up and down the Bed, thro? 
the impatisace of Pain, which begins to abate 
about an hour or two after Sun riſe, ſooner or 
later, according to the quantity and groſſneſs 
of the peccant Matter: At which time the 
Patient falling into a gentle Sweat drops aſleep, 
and when he wakes finds a ſwelling upon the 
part, and the Pain abated. Before the acceſ- 


e Room; the whole Night continues 


ſion of the Fit, there's no great ſwelling upon 


the part, but only a protuberancy of the adja- 
Vn. by which all the aſſaults of the Fit 
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as 'twere, of the approaching Paroxyſm, as aux / 


For the two three Days next enſuing, te. 
Pain is very violent, eſpecially towards theEve- \' Mi 
ning, and abates a little after Midnight; but if 
the gouty Matter is very copious, the Paincon- | 
tinues for ſeveral Days. A few Days after that, / 
the other Foot is ſeiz d with the ſame Pain, | 
and that to a degree of violence and duration N 
proportional to that in the firſt. Thus do the ; 
Feet uſe to be affected ſucceſſively one after 
another; but if the peccant Matter be'veryco-- f 
pious, both Feet are ſeiz d at once, and that 
with equal violence. The firſt Fits of the Guſt 
uſe to anſwer to one another, both in durati- 
on and manner of Invaſion; but after the Gout 
has ſeiz d with violence upon both the Feet, 
the inſuing Paroxyſms obſerve no mutual pro- _ ' 
portion. However, this is always obſervable 3 
that they grow higher in the Night time ana 
abate in the Morning. In the Gout, we hayye 
an univerſal Paroxyſm, and particular Parox- 
1 ms that make up the Univ erſal. The parti- 
cular ones, return every Day (as Iintimated a- _— 
bove, ) towards the Evening, and after trying 232323 
the Sick- man's patience all Night, n „„ 
dually to abate towards the Morning. In Feſe „„ 
particular Fits, I have ſometimes obſery'd thßat 
the poſterior are at once milder and ſhorter, - / = 
than thoſe which came firſt, and continue thus ' _ = 
to grow gentler and gentler, till the gouty Mat- i _—_ 
ter is conſum'd, and the Patient reſtor d to per: 
_ fe& Health. The Period of the ſeveralParox- \ by 
yſms varies, purſuant to the variety of Ages, 18 
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Conſtitutions, external concurring Cauſes and 


the like. But oftentimes it — the follow - 


ing Courſe. If it attacks a Man in the flow- 
er of his Age, and one that's ſeldom ſubject 
to the Gout, it ſpends it ſelf in 14 Days; but 
when it ſeizes upon old Men, and thoſe who 
are often Gouty, it continues for two Months. 
When it falls upon thoſe who are almoſt worn 
out with Age, or a long continuance of the 
P it ſeldom — —_— em till n near Mid- 
Jo ans F322; v. 


7 ThoUrine of Gouty Perſons; is his h colour'd | 
r the firſt fourteen Days, and drops a red 
fand- like Sediment; nay, the Patient does not 
void by Urine above à third part of the Li- 
due he: takes in, the reſt being kept in the 

y. The Belly in like manner is coſtive in 
beginning, and the Appetite flat. To- 
wards Evening a ſnivering over- runs the whole 


1 2 and during the Paroxiſm every Joint al- 


moſt is affected with a heavineſs and uneaſineſs. 


When the Paroxiſm retires, the affected part 
3s ſeized with a violent itching in the . of a 


Scurf, which falls off, as if the Foot were ſcal d. 
When the Diſeaſe is over, Appetite, Sleep, a 
due laxity, and the other marks of _ 
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Such b SLY of the Gout, when it 
ere a regular Courſe. But oftentimes it 


} r appar either 'thro”-an improper method of 


8 or 18 reaſon of the obſtinate continu- 


anee 
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2 progreſs of the 


pes of the Body, both Internal and External. N 
In 


| Joints, then the Fingers are wreath d like a 
Parſnip and begin to loſe their motion and at 
laſt hard ſtony Concretions appear in the outer 


do by their Acrimony eat thro? the'Skin rand 


uneaſy ſenſation, as if a huge Weight were bung 


s - 
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| ance of the: Diſtemper, which transforms, as 5 % 2 1 


*twere, the ſubſtance of the —_ into tile 
Gout and its Symptoms is al. 
moſt: perverted, and the Gout is vaſtly diff. 


ferent from itſelf, both as to its Symptoms —@ / 
| and the W of invaſion, and' Nature 41s / 


not able to throw it off after the wented man- 
ner. If the Gout leaves the Feet which are 


the chief reſidence of the Gouty matter, or 


attacks other parts as well as them, tis a 
ſigh either that an erroneous method of Cure 

has been followed, or that the vigor: of the 
Body is decay'd while the ſource of the Gut 


is conſiderably reinforéd, in which caſe it 


invades likewiſe the other parts; namely, / _ 
the Hands, "Elbows, Knees, and the other 


proceeding thus irregularly, it throws its 
matter upon the Fingers, and gradually ſwellss 
em up, and after it has ſufficiently fiſbd their 


ſurface of the joints, which in proceſs of time 


8 


Cuticle of the joints, and at laſt appear in the 


* 


Harts-horn. Nor does it only infeſt the Joints 
of the Fingers, but even that of the Elbow, 
upon which it uſes to raiſe a whitiſh Tumor 


\ 4 > 


to the bigneſs of a Hen- Egg which is freqent- / 
Iy inflam'd or very red. When it falls upon 


the Articulation of the Thigh, it cauſes ſu han 


upon the Thigh, but without: violent Pain; 
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bu: oben it be FE — 5 a” be 
* Knee, it carries along with it a moſt diſmal 
and almoſt takes away the motion of the 
joint, ſo that the Patients lie unmoveable as if 
they were nail d down; or if they offer to move 
they undergo an unſpeakable torture, with a 
diſq _—_— raden all over the r war's | 
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l a ner e that an to 
| mm the end of Winter, and finiſhes the 
eral; Paroxyſm in two or three Months; 


gen 
this Podagra, I ſay, if it aſſumes an irregular 


Courſe, and ices deep root in the Body, it 
afflias-the Patient for the whole Year, abat- 


ing for two or three Months in Summer, and 
the particular Fits do not obſerve; a natural 


ſucesſſion or termination in the ſpace of twen- 
ty hour Hours, as before; but make a period 
of fourteen Days, more or leſs, during whick 
time they torture the part aſflicted to a mi- 


ſerable and conſtant degree, eſpecially. if the 


Feet or the Knees are affected. In this long 
duration of the Paroxyſms, the oints begin to 
be contracted, and grow, unfit for motion, ; 
and tho? the Patient makes a ſhift to walk 


through: the Room with à Stick or People to 
rt him, yet he does it with great pain 


ſuppo 
and | difficulty. When the Diſeaſe is at this 


Paſs, it often times ſo falls out, that the Pa- 
tient having made his Feet firm and ſtronger 
by thus walking up and down the Room, 10 


that they are not ſo ready to receive the Gou- 
N eon; 5 the Gouty Matter that us d to 
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repair to the Feet, not being ſufficiently eva- 
cuated by other paſſages, recoils to the inter- 
nal Viſcera, and there frequently produces 
mortal Stagnations. In the mean time the 
Patient is ſubject to divers Symptoms, which, 


3 
. + 
8 ” 4 


like the living Ofſpring of a long continued 


Gout, is always hanging upon his Shoulders; 


namely, a Pain or Swelling of the Hemorrhoids, 


a wearineſs in the Limbs, great inappetency 
for the firſt Days of the particular Fit, and 
Crudities thereafter, with a aidorous Belching, 
and the Food as *twere putrify'd in the Sto- 
mach, eſpecially if he has eat heartily or fed 
upon Meat that is not eaſily digeſted ; but 


all along the Appetite is in ſome meaſure” 


flat; the Back and other parts are affected 
with -a troubleſome itching ,” eſpecially at 
Night: The Urine that formerly was ſcanty 
5 high colour'd, is in this ſtate of the Diſ- 


eaſe diſcolour'd and copious; nay, both in 


Colour and Quantity it reſembles that voided 


XY 


VIII. 


the Patient waking out of his. Sleep in the 
Morning, has a ſenſe of a violent compreſſion 


ſleep, he wakes all on a ſudden with a yelling 
thro? a ſenſe of pain, as if the Metatarſus were 
broke with a Club. In the mean time the 
Tendons of the Muſcles that ſupport the 
Legs, are ſeiz'd with a violent and painful 


the 
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When the Diſeaſe is at the aforeſaid paſs, 


and ſqueezing of the.Ligaments of the Bones 
of the Metatarſus. Sometimes when he's a- 


Cramp, that ſurpaſſes - Fatience. When 


RES . 
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Practice 


155 the Diſeaſe has gone to the greateſt heightli 


grows old, the inſuing Paroxyſms are not ſo 


of duration and violence, and the Patient 


painful and infufferable ; partly, becauſe Na- 


ture is not. able to throw out the Morbifick 


Matter upon the Joints, ſo that it tarries in 


the Yiſcera ; and partly upon the account 


that the continued defluxion of Matter has 
render'd the fleſhy and membranaceous Fibres 
of the affected Part, almoſt inſenſible and ob- 
ſtructed. For this reaſon the room of the 
Pain is ſupply'd with a laſſitude of the Limbs, 
a pain in the Belly, and ſometimesa Diarrhea; 
and when theſe Symptoms appear, the pains 
of the Joints are mitigated ; but when the 
Symptoms retire, the pains revive and attack 


ſometimes one, and ſometimes another part, 


fatiguing the Patience of the ſick Man, with- 
out reſpite; ſo that it may be call'd a Paro- 


 xyſm,, not only of the Gout, but of Anger, 


ervate the Mind, that the leaſt motion dif- 


Sorrow, Fear, and other grievous Paflions of 


the Mind ; for the long Sickneſs does ſo en- 


orders it, and makes it fink almoſt into deſ- 
pondency. The above-mention'd mutual com- 
mutation of the Articular Pains and the diſ- 
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orders of the Abdomen, is familiar with other 


Diſtempers beſides the Gout, as Pve intima- 
ted frequently above; ſo that the Diforders 


5 of the Joints are happily redreſs'd by ſuch 


Med'cines as move the Belly; and the Diſ- 


PI _ eaſes of the Belly are ſucceſsfully. cur'd with 
the Remedies that throw the Humours out 
to the Skin; ſuch being the means pointed 
dut by Nature herſelf. I have oftentimes ob- 
| ferv'd, that when the Gouty Matter vaniſhes 
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or retires all on a ſudden, the Patient is ſei- 
2 d with violent Pains in the Stomach and 


bilious Vomitings, and after that with the a 
Jaundice, which is ſpeedily diſpelVd with 


three or four-doſes of Rhubarb. When the 
Gout makes the firſt invaſion, it creates grie- 
vous pains ; but as the Patient's Years ad- 


vance, and the Diſeaſe grows old, the pains _ 
becomes gentler, tho at the ſame time their 


room is ſapply'd with that numerous retinue 


of BEvils that I mention'd but now. Tho? 


the pains are very violent in the firſt Years of 
its ſtanding : Yet ſome amends is made for 
that violence by the long intermiſſion of the 
Paroxyſms, and the recovery of perfect Health, 
which does not take place when the Diſeaſe - 
is grown in Years, and the Patient bends un- 


der old Age. At laſt the Gouty Perſon is 


ſeiz d with the Stpne in the Kidneys, and 


voids great quantities of Sand by Urine, whe- 
ther it be that lying upon the Back, or the 
diſorderly Secretions of the Viſcera and other 
Parts, or an analogy of the Gouty Matter 


with that of the Stone, have given riſe to 
that Diſeaſe. In this caſe the Gout and the 
Stone ſucceed one another hy turns, and by a 


viciſſitude of Paroxyſms make a perpetual 


Fund of Pain and Anxiety to the Patient. But 
ſometimes the Gout produces not only the 
Stone and Sand, but likewiſe other diſorders - 
of the Bladder, particularly a ſuppreſſion of - 
Urine, a difficulty of Urine, an itching of the 


Scrotum, a piſſing of Blood, and the like: 
And if the Gouty Matter be very copious, it Rn 


cauſes along inappetency, a pale Countenance, - 


ſwellings of the Feet, a tough lime upon the 


S 2 Tongue, 
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_ e Practice of Phyſick. 
CS Tongue, with a bitter and ſometimes a ſalk 
Iaſte, and many other Symptoms in propor- 


wr 


tion to the diverſity of the Parts and the Pa- 
/ tients Indiſcretion in uſing the ſix not natu- 
ral Things, and regulating the Conduct of 


— 
N 4 * 2 — * 
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» Twould be too tedious a task for this 
place, to run over that long winded Series of 
Symptoms obſerv'd in Patients of various A- 
ges, Conſtitutions, ways of Living, &c. which 
make a neceſſary part of a compleat Hiſtory 
of the Gout. For here I deſign only to pro- 
Poſe a very ſhort Specimen of the Hiſtoria Pri- 
ma, that young 5 may learn from 
thence the method of gathering the firſt Ele- 
ments of Difeaſes, and that with the ſame 
; | Simplicity and Truth, that accompanies em 
from the Mouth of the Patient. And who- 
ceiuyer conſiders this Model of Hiſtory, will find 
I .have kept cloſe to the Rules and Method 
laid down above, and have obſerv'd a rigid 
; ſeverity both in obſerving and deſcribing. But 
to make an end of it. Women are ſeldom 
{ troubled with the Gout, or if they are, they 
are either Maſculine Virao's and ſtriken in 
hs | / Years, or ſubject to Rheumatiſms, and eſpe- 
-/ - _ciallythe Hyſterick Hlneſs, the ſource of which 
- / - Diſeaſe uſes to give riſe to Articular Pains. 
Children and Youths are ſeldom ſeiz'd with 
| it, unleſs they be begot by Parents that were 
extream Gouty; in which caſe they have ſlight 
Paroxyſms ſometimes in their tender Years. 
When the Blood of Gouty Perſons, thro” thi 
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lency, Death approaches, and by vertue of a 


Gouty Matter, carries off the Pati 
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long continued diforder of the Yiſcera, and the 
defective ſecretion of the Excrements, and o- 


ther cauſes mention'd before, is reducd to the 
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laſt degree of Impurity, and as twere Fecu-. 


* 


Fever, or ſome other Diſeaſe rais d by the 
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Hippocrates, Lib. de humor. towards the end, 


 acquaints us that The acceſſion Of a pain in 


the Joints appeas d a pain in the right ſide of 


the Colon; and after the articular Diſcaſe was, 
cur'd, the pain of the Inteſtine reyiw d. This 


* 
\ 
% 


is an argument of the great mutual, Sympathy 


between the Inteſtines and the Circumference of 
the Body mention d. ſo often in this Freatiſe.. 
Tis likewiſe an argument of that Sympathy 
between the Inteſtines and the Urinary, Ve. 


| words, Colerici, acki Dyſſurzaſs, jomnes julie 


* 


bantur. A great many are troubled with the 


1 


Colick before the invaſion of the Goty Par- 


— 9 . 4 — 


oxyſm, and upon the diſappearing of the Colick 
the Gout preſently ſhews its Head; which, is 
ſeill a further confirmation of the ahovemen- 
tion'd conſent. between the Glandules of the 


Skin, and thoſe. of the Inteſtines. Thoſe: 


7. I . 


lays. Hippocrates, Lib, de judicat, who are long 


RE: . ; LEED for BY ; 
ll of, @ Looſneſs,) accompan) d with a Congh, are, 
not cur d till their Feet ære ei d ith violent pains. 


But there's not only a mutual Sympathy and 


Tranſmutation between the Diſeaſes of the 


Skin and thoſe of the Inteſtines, but. like- 
wiſe a remarkable conſent between the Brealt 


S and 
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ſels, that Hippocrates took notice of in theſe 
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and the Privities, the Breaſt and BE Legs, 


Lib. 2. JS Se. 5. falling 1 4 Tei 
cles, takes of Cough. And ai; Tad. 24 
Epidem Selz an Inflammation of the Teſti- 


cles is follow 4 15 4 "Cough, the Inflammation will go 


off; and ſo upon the reverſe. Again, Lib. 2. Preſag. 


67. When + a Teſticle ſwells upon a Cough, it calls 
up the Wy of the Society of the Breaſt, Dugs, 
a e the Organs of the Voice. Once 

more, Lib 2. Prognoſtic. All Impoſt humes in 
the Legs, after ale and da 2 


; 1 2b. e A Dropfy i in the Teſti- 


cles cue and ill cur'd, was follow'd by 
Drop y of the Breaſt. Near. Hiſt. Med. 1 : 
ier in one's Leg dries up, and thereup 


95 a pain riſes in the and Side oppoſite 
/ to the affected Leg, tis mortal; ; Hip. de orb. 


Naw 4 A Peng of Blood inſued upon 
of an Ulcer in the Feet and Legs. 
- Cent. 2. Obſ. oz. An inveterate 
Vlcer in the left Leg being heal'd up by an 
. a Pleurify infor? fome Months af- 

ter in the left Side, of which the Patient 


 Dyd; and during the Pleurify he ſpit ſuch 


matter as us d to run at the Ulcer. Hildan, 
Obſerv. Med. Cent. 3. Obſ. 39. An. 


1691 I ſaw a Man le in an Italian H 


upon the curing of a ſpreading Sore in his 
Foot. From all which that intimate Sympa⸗ 


thy between the Breaſt, the Legs and the Fri- 
th bj is more than Poe. N Us. by 
E Je. 5 
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An Article 72 Practical Apbo- | 


Den Grajane from the JOJr ne: - 


ſtory of the Gout, e 


* 8 8 
* 2 3 


plain Narrative of the Accidents, or 


Hiſtoria prima of the Gout, was to ſhow my 


Readers the courſe they are to Steer, in en- 


riching the Hiſtory of the other Diſeaſes, and 
even of the Gout it ſelf, by new Obſervations, - 


which are always capable of Multiplication. 


It remains now to propoſe ſome general Pre- 


cepts, or practical Aphoriſms, Which are de- 


XA chief View in giving this ſhort” and f 


duc'd from the firſt Hiſtory of the Gout, by 


repeated Obſervations made upon Patients of 
all Ages, Temperaments and ways of Living; 


and which conduct us directly to the Diagno- 


ſticks and Prognoſticks and Cure of Diſeaſes, 


To begin. Thoſe who feed upon Barly Bread, 
are ſeldom troubled with the Gout, or Pains 
in the Joints. While the Gouty Pain is upon 


you, abſtain from a liberalApplication of Ano- 


dine and Emollient Med*cines ; for an indiſ- 
creet uſe of theſe, breeds firſt Stony concre- 
tions in the Joints, and then contractions of 


Inteſtines, for the Diſeaſes of thoſe Parts un- 
dergo a mutual Commutation; whence Hippo» 


crates, lib. de Humoribus, ſays, A Pain in the | 


right ſide of the Colon, pr appeas d by the appr are 


{ 


the Parts. There's a wonderful and almoſt { 
occult Sympathy, between the Joints and the 
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= ance of 4 Pain upon the Foints. And again, 
56. Epidem. 4. 3. One having aPainin the Foints, 

mas troubled at the ſame time with a Pain on the 
% riont fide of his Inteſtines, but when the Pain of 
the Inteſtine was cur'd, the articular Pain grew 
worſe than before. Gouty Perſons do not die 
of the Gout, but becauſe the Gout does not 
fall down upon the Joints. Before the ap- 
pearance of the Gout, and ſometimes after *tis 
4 curd, an Oedematous Swelling uſes to fall un 
E 17 on the Feet, the Cauſe of which retains to Ke 
s8S8iource of the Gouty Matter, which Nature by 
Laws known to it {elf alone, and by a regular 
Criſis, throws out upon the Feet in the form 
df an oedomatous Tumour. Now, in theſe _ 

TLaumours of the Feet, whether before or af- 

ter the Gout, be ſure you make uſe of no Re- 
medy, whether External, or Internal, to turn 
off that Matter from the Feet ; for I have of- 
ten times obſery'd, that upon the exhibiting 
' - © of Purgatives, Diureticks, or Sudorificks, that 
=, _ Matter has retired from the Feet to the inner 
Parts, and produc'd Apoplexies, Aſthmas, Fe- 
vers, or ſudden Death. Nay, this you may 
infallibly expect, if you apply the external Re- 


ercuſſives commonly us'd in ſuch caſes. Where- 

re we muſt -Religiouſly ſtand off from theſe 
external Topicks, and not oppoſe the courſe 

of Nature, which throws out, as *twere by 

2 Criſis, the nocive Matter upon the Feet. In 

' ſuch Gouty Tumours of the Feet, tis condu- 
cive to leave all to Nature it ſelf, to take care 

of the firſt Concoction, and to mind Diet and 
Exerciſe; for I have often times obſerv'd both 

at Rome and elſewhere, that the above- men- 

- tiow'dSwellings diſappear'd by theſe Wee 


3 # 
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i in praxs. 19455 de A e cap. 8 3 
reckons up an innumerable train of Eyils, in- To 
ſuing upon the inſufficient defluxion of tze 
Gouty Matter to the joints; to whom I refer... 2 
the Reader. A Dyſentery cures the Gout, Ind. / 
all Evacuations by Stool are beneficial in that 
Diſeaſe. Hipp. 2. Proret. The Gout dein 
always in the great Toe. Sometimes the Arthri- 
tick Illneſs and the Cholick undergo a mutual 
Tra Flat Sometimes it degenerates to 
ſy and an Anaſarca. Before the Inva- 
ſion of th the Gouty Paroxiſm. the Patient 4 5 5 1 


* 9 


appearing in the time 0K the e Gi pa 
Pre ognoſticate relief. Old Perſons and thoſe 
mh Are recovering of chronical Diſeaſes, are 
apt to have the Gout, when thro? errors of the 
uſe of the ſix not natural Things, they fink _ 
the Concoction of the viſcera. A violent fit 
of Anger uſes to bring. a ſeyeret fit of the 
Go TRAP what it is at other times. 15 ORE, 


oy 0 ; © ot 
* e 2 


DON Violent Lets, 1 5 eating dete ils \ jr 
to the Diſcaſes of the Joints, and inflames 

them if they took place: before. Tho' the . 
Gout is troubleſome in any Age, it gives moſt 
trouble to old Men, and to thoſe ho „ 
way to Luxury and Sloth, and Humour t heir 8 4 
_ Appetite too much. Children. are not trou- Fi - = 
by with the Gout Fa the uſe N venery. "> 


WES 
2 


_ Hop. : 0 
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Hipp. Sect, 6. Aphor. 30. Eunuchs are neither 
13 7 Gouty nor Bald, Hipp. Sect. 6. Apbor. 28. Pains 
iin the Joints do the ſame ſervice to old Age, 
that cuticular Eruptions do to Children, and 
Hemorrhagies to young Men; for the Gout 
/ frees old Men from heavy Diſtempers, to 
which they are ſubjeR, if the Gout does not 
come; and the ſame may be ſaid of ſome Con - 
ſtitutions that are apt to be Gouty. Perſons 
of a weak Stomach that's apt to breed Cru- 
dities, are not cur'd of the Gout, till the Sto- 
mach is put to rights. Purgatives and vio- 
lent Diaphoreticks, do not do ſo well with 
| ©  arthritick, Perſons. As far as I could gather 
from diligent Obſervation, an exact and re- 
4 gular uſe of the ſix not natural Things, and 
ſitomachick Med' cines, are all in all in Arthri- 
tick and Gouty Caſes. If the Gouty Parox- 
yſms. us d to be inflam'd- about the Equinoxes 
and Solſtices, you ought to purſue ſome pre- 
ſervative Courſes before theſe Seaſons, either 
by a regulation of Diet, or by exhibiting gen- 
—_ tle laxatives, for by this means you'll either 
= quite ſtiflethe imminent Excurſion, ox oblige 
= - it to come with a milder force. Wine, Vene- 
ry and Idleneſs bring the Gout, hut thedrink- 
= ing of Water, Milk and Exerciſe cure it. In 
=  Arithritick Cafes, ſome have receiv'd wonder+ 
1 ful benefit from Iſſues. Thoſe who are lya- 
dle to the Gout, ought to go to Bed betimes, 
eee·ſpecially in the Winter; for ſitting up a 
— Nights and perplexing of the Mind, injures 
the Concoction and furniſhes plenty of Matter 
for theGout to feed upon. But 1 have alrea- 
ddp deliver ſeveral | ewe 2 go this 


eee to which I refer the 
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CHAP. VII. 


Fo monitory Schedule of ſuch ching as 4 
9 57 — in our La re on... 


1 N 
. . . ; 
* « 


ry. * ien in this Performencs is 1050 to 
exhort ar ane to treat of thoſe 
thing s that are of greater Importance, and 
— . been either negleded byothers as uſeleſs, ES 
or avoided as difficult and infuperable. With  _ 
which View, I ſhall now briefly lay down the 
 feries of thoſe weighty things that are ſtill | 
wanting in our Art, towhich the Readers may 
add what further Particulars come inge their | 


| Na Ts 
we want t therefore / 


A Dia a Prognoftick ade Hi- ; 
'of fach Diſeaſes and Sy ins, 2s pro- 
from the diſorder of the ſolid Parts. 

A Diagnoſtick, Proghoſtick and Curative 

Hiſtory of the Diſeaſes that ſpring from a dil ; 
order 1 in the Fluids. 

A Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, as they are product” 

by divers Saales er by other principal Diſeaſes. 

A Diagnoſtick, Prognoſtick and Curative 

2 Hiſtory of the Urines and Excrements retain- 
ing to every Diſeaſe. 


A Hiſtory, Diagnoſtick, Prognoftick, Gr. of 
the condition of the Ton gue, as well as the 


changes and diſorders har! happen upon the 
Skin, EV, and other Ps" in any Diſeaſe. 
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A Hiſtory, Diagnoſtick, Prognoſtick, &c. of 
the Diſeaſes and their eoncomitant Symptoms 
that retain to the Emotions of the Mind. 

A Hiſtory of the ready Diagnoſticks of Diſ- 
eaſes, and their difficult Symptoms. 

A Hiſtory,. Diagnoſtick, Prognoſtick, &c. of 
every Diſeaſe with reference to the variety of 
Ages, Sexes, Circumſtances, and the various 
ways of living, eſpecially a few days before 


the Invaſion: a Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, produc'd - 


by the Suppreſſion of Evacuations, and ſo on. 
A Hiſtory, Diagnoſtick, Prognoſtick, &c. of 
the benefit or detriment accruing to the prin- 
cipal Parts, namely the Heart, Breaſt, Head, 
Nerves, &c. from ſome capital Remedies, fre- 
quently made uſe of in the cure of moſt Diſ- 
caſes, ſuch as Bleeding, Purgatives, Sudori- 
n Fi 


—_ N * 


A Hiſtory of Cautions and Precepts relat- 
ing to the ſervice or diſſervice, and the method 
of preſcribing every particular Remedy: of 
Cautions and Precepts touching the Effects 
that inſue upon the conjunction and mixture of 


* * 
4 


Ri to nh tin dg mo be 2 
The Hiſtory of the Invaſion, Progreſs, Cure 
and Upſhot of ſuch Diſeaſes, and their Sym- 
ptoms, as are more familiar and ſevere in cer-, - 
tain Seaſons of the Year, and obſerve a Peri- 
odick Courſe, if J may ſo r 
An Fiſtorical ſeries of ſuchDiſeaſes as are tru- 
ly Acute, or really Chronical, or in effect incu- 
rable ; incurable, I mean thro' a default in 
the ſolid Parts, and the impoſſibility of the thing, 
not from the diſorder of the Fluid, or the Igno- 
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A Hiſtory of all theAccidents.that are wont 
to be obſery'd particulary in every Diſeaſe | 
about the time of Death. _ | 

A Hiſtory of the Cauſes that Aways, or FR 
the moſt part, produce ſuch and ſuch particular 
Diſtempers, and not others. 
__  AHiſtoryottheDiſeaſes in which the Sickre- 

tainaclearuſe of their Senſes and Reaſon tothe 
laſt gaſp, and thoſe in which both Senſe and 
Reaſon is ſunk for ſeveral Days before they | 
EHF 
An Exhortation to Phyſicians, to be always | 
implo 8 in marking down the Hiſtory and Cure 
of Diſeaſes, depending upon the new and gene- 
ral Influences of the Air, and the antecedent . 
Weather. FR Fs 
An Ex hortation to all Phyſicians, to deſcribe 

a Natural Hiſtoryof their ade 9s Countries; 
I mean the Conſtitution of the Inhabitants, 
their Endemial Diſeaſes; the particular Method 
of Cure calculated for them, the Domeſtick 
Remedies, and' the other PENN peculiar 
to the Country. 

An Exhortation to Phyſ icians, to find-out 
new Methods for curing thoſe Diſeaſes that are 
commonly calld Incurable. 
An Exhortation to find out new means to 

guard off old APE. 
A Hiſtory of the Diſeaſes of the Noſe; Byes, 
Ears, Ventricle, Liver, Nerves, and other, the 
more principal Parts. Theſe I take to be the 
Principal Things that are ſtill wanting, for the 
improvement of Practice. If any one can think 
of other Heads, eſpecially with reference to the 
other parts of Phyſick; I hope he will not diſ- 
| * to an addition of em to this * 


period of the Diſeaſe and ſink the conſtancy of 
the figns, and repreſent the Diſeaſe otherwiſe 
than it really is: At leaſt if Ipreſcribe any 


2 
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r 
© © Springs from which they flow. 
8 Lawyers adjuſt Rights from matter of 


ſanding of the Diſeaſe diſcovers all the To- 
picks of Cures: In the cure of ſuch Diſeaſes 
ds admit of any delay, I ed after this 
manner. The firſt Day 1 ſpend in examining 
the Patient ftritly about the occaſional Cauſes, 
and all the antecedent and preſent Circum- 
> Fances of the Diſeaſe. During that time I 
preſcribe no Remedies, for fear an unſeaſon- 
© ablepreſcription ſhould perplex the ordinary 


1 


/ / thing, I take care that tis ſome general in- 
{.../, nocent; Med'cine which may ſerve at the 


Circumſtances, I fix upon the Species of the 


Diſeaſe, and ſo commence the preſcription of 


1 
* f 
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dne diſtinction between it and others of the 
Ae form; for the firſt Threads or Elements 
bol Diſcaſes lye immers'd in thick darkneſs, 
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proper Remedies. So that the truth of the 
matter lies here; The firſt foundation of Cure 


zs a juſt apprehenſion of the Diſeaſe, and a 


And all the proweſs of Art can't reach the cure, 
/ without the direction of a ſolid Diagnoſis. =] 
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Of the Diagnoſticks of | Diſeaſes; and thi | 


Fact, ſo in our way a right under- 


” * fame time to unfold the nature of the Diſ- 

+, | eaſe' by Obſervations made upon the benefit 
or injury that accrues from it. The ſecond 
dap, having maturely weigh'd the foregoing 


the Learned World agrees that u 


Aurelianis. 


* 


The Proflicesf 
The only Grecian after Hippocrates that 


made any ſolid improvement of the practice a 2 


of Phyfick was Coelius Aurelianus, that glori- 
_ ous Head and Defender of the methodick Se& 
who laid fo much ſtreſs upon the neceſſity of 
ſigns in the cure of Difeaſes, that he ſeems to 
have had nothing in view ſo earneſtly as the 
detection of the Signs and Circumſtances that 
make the partition Walls of Diſeaſes. had 5 
is 
Head he has gone beyond all other Authors, 
both Grecian and Roman; for his Works are 
nothing elſe but an uſeful Seminary of Diagy 
noſtick Signs and weighty Precepts. Nay, 1 
you take a narrow view of ſome of his Titles, 
you'll fee that 8 the whole Series of ſuch 
or ſuch a Chapter, he confines himſelf intirely 
to an exact deſcription of the Signs of Dif- 
eaſes, without ſo much as touching upon the 
other Heads. In others again he inſiſts only 
on a faithful and natural Hit ory of the re- 5 
ſpective Diſeaſe; which no other Author ſince 9 
| Hippocrates has ever given us, excepting Dr. 
Sydenham, who ſeems to have taken his me- 
thod of treating and deſcribing Diſeaſes from 
Tho” the methodick Sect was al- 
moſt wrap'd up in ſilence for ſeveral ſucceſſive 
Ages, after the eſtabliſhing of the Rational 
Sect by Galen; yet in this our Age it begins 
to revive ; for the coagulation and diſſolution © 
of the Fluids, the Tenſion and Flaceidity of 
the Solids, to which the Moderns attribute 
the Origin of all Diſeaſes, is exactly of a mo = 
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ture, I'Il give an infallible ſign for diſtinguiſh- 
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with the Strictum and Laxum of the Metho- 
dicks; and the Practice of the beſt Phyſicians 
now in Italy is grounded on the Hypotheſis of 


Structure and Laxity mechanically explain'd ; 


for the. underſtanding of which you ought to 


read the Writings of thoſe learned Phyſicians 


of Naples, Rome and Piſa, who have ſolidly re- N 


_call'd Phyſick to the mechanical Standard. 


oy The' neceſſity of Diagnoſtick Signs is ap- 
70 with a witneſs to thoſe, who being cal- 


ed to cure Diſeaſes that either are complicat- 
ed, or proceed in an obſcure Method, or bear 


a ſimilitude to other Diſeaſes, are preſently 


at a ſtand, and after racking their Mind find 
themſelves wide of the truth they thought they 


had diſcover'd, and curing one Diſeaſe inſtead ' 


of another, multiply the. Liſt of incurable 
Diſeaſes in infinitum. But all theſe Clouds are 
ſpeedily diſpell'd, if they light on a good Au- 
thor, that by long uſe has learn'd the true 
Diagnoſticks of Diſeaſes, or a ready diſtin&i- 
on of difficult Diſeaſes, and candidly imparts it 
to his Readers. The Whites in Women (for 


inſtance) and a Clap are accompany'd with 


igns ſo like, that all Phyſicians almoſt are de- 
ceiv'd in diſcerning the one from the other, 
_ eſpecially when baſhful Women cover their 
e with the pretence of the Whites. 
- To prevent ſuch inconveniencies for the fu- 


ing the one from the other: Ask the 


os 


Woman if the white Flux continues upon her 


when her Terms come down; if ſhe "Ry it 


as a2 AY woe aces oat AS wi foot tr oi wa hc 9% waa oo a £ am tc ad om _ al. os ine a. 
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Tbe Pradiice 
does, you may tell her roundly ſhe's, Clapdꝰ 
But if the Whites vaniſn during the menſtru: 
ation, and return again, when the menſtrual. _ | 


the ſimple Whites. To give another Example N . 


or two: The principal ſigns of a dead Farr in 


the Womb given in by Authors, are the colds © 


neſs of the Woman's Share- bone, a'cadaverous | 
ſtinking Breath, the rolling of the Fetw from 
one ſide to the other; and the like. Now, theſe 
do oftentimes impoſe upon Phyſicians, and 
therefore Cælius Aurelianus Cap. de foet Mort i 


* * * 
* TENN 
re mr net > a 3 


aſſiſts-us with an infallible ſign, bis. If the 
Big · belly d Woman be troubl'd with a Teneſmus 


and a violent inclination to go to Stool, in 
conjunction with the Symptoms laſt mention d- 
[ was witneſs of the certainty of this ſign once 
at Padua, and another time at Rome. The 
ſigns of a Dropſy in the Breaſt are very ob- 
cure and uncertain; but if the Patient is 
troubl'd with a difficulty of Breathing that 


that after a few hours Sleep, he wakes all on 


a ſudden with a ſenſe of Suffocation, opennn 
the Windows and greedily ſucks in the open | 


Air; this, I ſay, you may take for a certain 
and infallible ſign of a Dropſy in the Breaſt; 
for you'll find that the Patient's Legs will ſwell, 
and the other leſs conſtant Symptoms will 
accrue. In fine, the progreſs of the Diſeaſe, ' 
and diſſection of the Corps of ſuch as die with '' 
this Symptom upon em, will eonvince all. 
that disbelieve it. There's no part, the diſ- 
orders of which are more intangled one with 
another, and confounded by reaſon of obſeure 
Signs, chan the Lungs 7 omuch, that often- 
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 fimies Practitioners take oneDiſcaſe for tother 
ut above all, the greateſt miſtakes relate toa 
wberculum' or hard Swelling in the Lange 
Kune Eippocrates, Lib. de Mede., fays, T 


ery artful thing to find out and di Ke Je TW: 


ce of the Lungs, 250 prevent their gathering, 
And Dr. Willi, Cap. de Vomic. Pal mos. Speaks 


ing of the Tabercnlum, ſays, e lies 


at ſo cloſe and hidden hs it affords no 
70 1255 it. The ſame is the Opinion of 1 

Pius, and the other learned Practitioners, who 
_ deſpair in a manner of finding Pathognomos 
nick and Infallible Signs of this Diſeaſe, and 
particularly upon this Conſideration, that a 


morbifick adherence of the Lungs to the Ribs, 


is attended with the ſame ſort of Symptoms. 
But after all, ſo far as I can learn by Obſer - 
vation, the more conſtant ſigns are as follows. 


The Patient being otherwiſe well begins to 


breath with difficulty; this difficulty increaſes 
- by degrees; he does not ſnort when he breaths, 
neither does he ſpit up Matter; he feels 2 


continual pain in his Breaſt, and can't lye down 


upon the place affected; he's troubPd with a 
dry Cough, his Cheeks are Red, a ſlight Fever 
approaches; ; and at laſt when the Swelling 
tends to Suppuration, the other Symptoms of 
Suppuration take place. In the mean time, 

there are two Pathognomonick ſigns of a T. 


. 42 berculum that's yet crude and beginning, name - 


Iy a dry Cough, and a ſlight pain in the outſide; 
ofthe Breaſt: To Which purpoſe. Hippocrates, 
© Text; 63, I. 10 de Morb. ſays, Walk The Tus! 
berculum is yet crude, it cauſes a gentle pain, 
and a dry Cough. Thoſe who are a of this 


F die W . often; for after 


88 b | es 


mA SAR OyrGmHa©oeHo oo 2 = 


OM Or 0: . a+ ets 


r / He WOW TT 


Fg 8 * * 1 Fe ra WS TI 4 * FE 2 
n 3 BL : * D 
8 5 82 * * i a 
4 
; . 
3 
k 
8 


8 i | 
; 1 | " "1 "4 7 * | C e hs A 7 8 "= ; 
p b j * „. 8 48 g £ 1 f n * 1 * 
The Prallice of Phyfick. 273 


Suppuration the purulent Matter breaks out 
into the Wind- pipe and choaks em. And for 
this Reaſon the further tis diſtant from the 
Wind-pipe and the center of the Lungs, the 
leſs danger there is of Suffocation; for in ſuch 
caſes the Pus will break into the Cavity of the 

Breaſt, or elſe be thrown out by Urine. 
violent and ſudden pain in the ſide ſeizes 


Conſumptive Perſons, they'll be delirious ſoon 


after with a high Fever, and ſo die in 4 few 


[ 


days. But when this Pain and the above-men=  _ 


„ 


tion'd Circumſtances appear, you may con- 
clude for a certainty that the Conſumption was 
owing to a preternatural connexion” of the 
Lungs with the Ribs, which repeated Diſſecti? 


on will juſtify. 


I éwiſn every particular Diſeaſe had two or 


three infallible figns, as well as thoſe Pve now 


mention'd.+, Tis to be wiſl'd, I ſay, that fome 
Phyſicians in all Ages had made it their Buſineſs 
to purſue and improve the Doctrine of Signs; 
had that been done, queſtionleſs the profeſſion. 
of Phyſick, had arriv'd at its «ut long e're 
now, at leaſt as far as our mortal State will 
allow. But they thought it a greater buſineſs 
to foil an Adverſary by Diſpute in Galen's 
School, than to conquer Naturein the School 


of Nature by matter of Fact and new diſcove- 


ries of Signs. In earneſt, ſince two Diſeaſes 


| rang'd under the ſame Species, are hard to be 


cur'd * have often intimated) without each 
of dem bb duly ſpecify'd to us by proper Signs; 
what difficulty will there be in the cure of ſuch 

Diſeaſes as are under the remoteſt Species and 
e 2 infinitely 
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8 infinitely different one from another? For the 
| purpoſe; when the ts too Sings of a- 
ny Diſeaſe are once found out, the Remedies 
and Indications of Cure are preſently ſet in a 
clear light: but if the Diagnoſticks lie neg- 
lected or undiſcover'd, a Diſeaſe of one Species 
is took for another of a far different kind; and 
fo the iſſue of the Cure not anſwering the O- 
pinion thus took up, the ignorant Phyſicians 
turn their Back upon many Diſeaſes: as being 
incurable; they cenſure the method of Cure, 
cry out upon the uncertainty of Phyſick, de- 
ride the Doctrine of Critical Days, and nei- 
ther know nor care to know the Art of Prog- 
noſticating. In fine, upon this falſe Concep- 
tion, they judge raſhly and inconſideratly of 
1 every thing. But after all, tis not Argu- 
. ments but good Works that we muſt find out; 
tis not probable Reaſons but certain Indica- 
tions of what's to be done, that will do our 
Buſineſs: For our Ratiocination may oftentimes 
captivate and pleaſe the Intellect, but it does 

not reach the Nature of the thing. L” 
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| Aving thus gone through the Method of 
perfecting theHiſtory of Diſeaſes by their 
- Phzuomena, our next task will be to imbelliſh 
it with theCauſes that. give them a Being; and 

in ee Ee, 
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here before we enter further upon this Subject, 
we cannot but take notice that Phyſicians 
are much miſtaken, in thinking that ſome. 
Diſeaſes are Primary Diſeaſes always pro- 

duc'd by the ſame cauſes, and ſtill requiring 
the ſame method of Cure; for the repeated ob- 
ſervation of the moſt judicious Phyſicians makes 

it out, that ſuch Diſeaſes are not always Pri- 
mary and the product of the ſame Cauſes, but 
Secundary, and the iſſue of divers Cauſes, and 
conſequently that they are diviſible into as 
many Species, as there are principal Diſeaſes 
and more conſtant Cauſes which produce em; 
nay, that each of theſe Species into which 
they are ſubdivided, has peculiar Symptoms, 
and a peculiar manner of Invaſion, Increaſe, 
and Declenſion: And, in fine, that each of 
*em requires a quite different Method from a- 
ny of the reſt. This will appear more plain- 


9 


. 
* 


ly from the following Example. 


The Galeniſts of former times took the 
Phthiſick to be a primary Diſeaſe ofons Species, 

ſpringing always from the ſame ſource of Cau- 
ſes, namely, The diſtillation of Humours from 
the Head to the Lungs, and requiring in all 


4 
2 


caſes the ſame Method of Cure. Now, how r 


far they are out in this Matter, is manifeſt 
from the diligent Obſervations of Aſerton, and 
other modern Phyſicians. For theſe being ta- 
ken from the Store-Honſe of Nature, give us 
certainly to know, that the Phthiſick is fre- 
quently a ſecundary Diſeaſe retaining to divers 
Principal Diſeaſes, ſuch as the Pox, the Scurvy, 
the Jaundice, the Green-Sickneſs, an Aſthma, a 
ſpitting of Blood, Ulcers internal and exter- 
us 5 13 . 
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nal, Feyers, Melancholy, che ſmall. Per, a 


Dropſ aDyſentery, the Paſſions of the Mind, 
hard Study, and à thouſand ſuch occaſional 
Cauſes. And as a Phthiſick is foſter d by ſach. 


various Diſcaſes or Cauſes; O it carries along 
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=_ is one of the great defects in our Profeſſion, 
=_  _ that every Diſeaſe is not ſubdivided into as 
many Species, as there are primary Diſeaſes to 
foſter em, and violent and conſtant Cauſes, ta, 
produce em, that the CharaReriſtick Signs of 
Z Lach Species are not given along with the firſt, 
= Hiſtory, and a ftanding Method of Cure cal 
= culated for each. This Method, we ſee, is 
= follow'd by the Bozanifts, who under the ge- 
neral name of any one Plant, Car du, for iu- 
ſtance, comprehend ſeveral Species of Car duus s; 
and are ſo ſedulous in deſcribing the Magni- 
tude, Figure, Colour, Taſte, and other acci- 
_ dents of the Plant, in order to diſtinguiſh one 
Species from another, that their Induſtry: can 
never be too much extoll'd. On the contrary, 


cially thoſe call'd Chranical; and certainlythis 
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another in ſame Symp ms, comprehend them 


under one general Title, tho in effect theß 
ougght to be divided into as many Species, as 


there are principal Diſeaſes or violent Cauſes 
to foſter them; to theſe they promiſcuouſly 


apply the ſame Method of Cure, tho? the Dif- 


eaſes are really of different Natures, and re- 
quire different Cures, and ought, each of em, 
to be 180 under peculiar Heads; like the 


Species of a Carduus, which tho comprehend- 


ed under one Genus, are, all of em, treated 
apart. ; . of ny ef 9 . , . 4 kf eh 1 


V 4, bar a 250 7 
= he ancient Phyſicians uſed this piece of di- 
ligence with reference to ſome Diſeaſes, but 


they neglected it in many more. The ſleepy 


Diſeaſe, tho' it ſeems to be but of one Sx, 


was by them accurately divided into {ey 


Species, namely, aCataphora, a waking Coma, 


a ſleepy Coma, à Lethargy, a Carus, an Apo- 


plexy, &c- and they aſcribed. to each Species 
Diagnoſticks; .Prognoſticks, a reſpective Me- 
thod of Cure, and the other more 2 : 
complements. of its Hiſtory. - Tho” a Pleuriſy 
and a Peripneumonia. be one and the ſame Dif- 


6aſe.as/ to the Genus, upon the account of the 


Similitude of the place affected, the Cauſe and 
ſome other Symptoms, yet the ancient Phyſi- 


cians made two diſtinct Species of em, and al- 


lotted to eachof em a Separate Hiſtory of Di- 
| agnoſticks, Prognoſticks and Cure. Tho a 

Convulſion is a general Diſeaſe, both the An- 
tients and Moderns have thought ſit to ſplit 


it into ſeveral Species; for beſides that great 
and flaming Illneſs, call'd the falling Sickneſs, 
there are three general Convulſicus, call d, 
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Opiſtboxonos; Emproſthotonos, and Teranos; beſides 
the convulſive Aſthma, the convulſive Colic 


che convulſtve byſterickFits,the Convulſionsof 
the Muſclesofthe Abdomen, and manyotherDif:? 


eaſes retaining to inward Convulſions; tho Au- 


thors have not yet rank d *em under their pro- 
per Heads. Having mention'd the Convulſions 
of the Muſcles of the Abdomen, I can't but take 


notice by the bye, that tho? they are very unfre· 


were affected with violent ſubſultory Motions 
and Convulſions, and who recover'd upon the 


injection of Milk Clyſters, and the drinking of 


quent, I had to do very lately with a Patient of 40 
Years of Age, the Muſcles of whoſe Abdomen 


voiding of Blood by the hemorrhoid Veins, the 


3 due quantity of the Oil of Sweet Almonds 


With the Syrup of red Poppies diſſolvd in 


large quantities of Broth or Decoctions. To 
return. We have not only the above-mention'd 


Species of Convulſions, diſtinguiſh'd under 
reſpective Heads, but likewiſe their Diagno- 


| ſticks, Prognoſticks, and Precepts of Cure; and 
as accurate a Deſcription of their firſt Hiſtory, 


eaſe perſonates anoth 
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as was conſiſtent with thoſe unpoli d Times, 
in which Phyſick in conjunction with all good 


Arts, was run down by the Northern Nations, 


upon the declenfion of the Roman Empire. 
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We ſee every Day that every principal Diſ- 
x of a very remote Spe- 


cies: The Hyſterick Illneſs (for inſtance) not 
_ contented with its familiar Accidents, ſuch as 

a ſudden oppreſſion of the Senſes, a Senſe of 
Strangling in the Throat and cold in the 
Frown of the Head, Convulſions of the Parts, 


5 o 
2 a nn c * . 
5 R * r 8 * * NEED ** 
9 X NN N 1 e e * YE TR Ps r N N 
n * LL 1 n N 1. 12 3 R 78 5 
F * 9 e N N > D 
» * 2 5 


5 OE 
2 85 5 * I x — 8 th 2 : Ny 
6 


— 2" ew. ah. 


3 


n 1 * ; 
n ; F N ; "8 ; 
9 I : 


; i : 5 N : ; 9 4 | : 
%, © 5 N 
"be Practice of Phyfick. 279 


ec. oftentimes impoſes: upon Phyſicians un- 
der the appearance of a'Head-ach, Apoplexy, 
Palpitation of the Heart, a Cough, an Af hma, 
a Colick, a Vomiting, a Looſeneſs, Nephritick 
Pains, a Swelling and Pain in the Legs, a chill- 
neſs of the extreme parts, grievous Pains in 
the Back, and a great many ſuch Diſeaſes. Iwas 


lately call'd to a noble Lady that was ill of an 
Aſthma, and deſpair'd of Recovery, after the 


fruitleſs uſe of Antiaſthmatick Remedies for _ 
three Months together, and being inform'd 
that ſhe' was frequently ſubje& to Hyſterick 
Fits, and in her preſent Condition was almoſt 
never without a Senſe of Cold and a ſort of 
Pain in the crown of the Head; I did not 
ſtand to aſſert that her Aſthma retain'd to a 
Hyſterick Original. Accordingly I preſcrib'd 
the Salt of Tin in Balm-Water, and apply'd - 
to her Navel Minſichtuss Emplaſtrum Matrica- 
le, which has the Salt of Tin in its Compoſition; 
and in the ſpace of a few Days ſhe recover'd 
perfectly. A young Man at Rome was ii for 
eight Months, of a violent and very painful o- 
phthalmia or Inflammation in his Eyes, and com- 
ing to me after a vain Trial of all ſorts of RReme- 
dies, I began to be ſuſpicious of ſome violent 


Cauſe or principal Diſeaſe that perſonated an 


Ophthalmia,and accordingly ask*d him if hie had 
ever been tainted with a venereal Illneſs. He 
made anſwer he had been ill of a Clap about 8g 
Years ago, and was cur'd of it in two Months 
time. Upon this, being ſenſible that the Seeds 
of that contagion, ſtick oftentimes to the Blood 
for 30 Years and above, and after apparent © 
Health break out in the form of ſeveral Dif- 
caſes; I preſently concluded that the Oph hal- 


ma 
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SJ mis was 8 andourd.t him i in ten u Dr 5 
mich large q TE the Decoction of — 
// ſaparillecrude Antimony, cr. drunk like Mine- 
a, Waters. 9 — theſe and other Inſtances, 
which for brevity's ſake I paſs over in ſilence, 
I may juſtly conclude that Phyſick would re- 
= ceive- conſiderable Benefit boy a diviſion. of 
=  - Diſeaſes into as many Species, as there are 
—_— principal Diſeaſes or violent Cauſes to foſter 
em. For if we had had an exact and faithful 
Hiſtory of the Prognoſticks and Diagnoſticks, 
the method of Cure and the general Precepts 
 _ ef an Hyſterick Aſthma, and a venereal Opthali- 
mia, the Phyſicians that theſe two Patients 
cCeonſulted at firſt, had not been impos d upon, 
as they were. Infine, without ſuch Diviſons t the 
Hiſtory of Diſeaſes will be crouded tn Er- 
ee nee with; ee, TS "dps < 
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Howe, many,” . . were the T. _ 
Suley of, in curing the convulſive Aſthma, and 
Auot Raowing that it proceeded from Convul- 
/ _ fions 5 till at laſt the Moderns obſervd that 
2 4-6 aroſe not from a viſcid Humour crouded 
upon the Lungs, but from the Convulſion of 
the Muſcles of the Breaſt or Midriff, or of the 
- - fleſhy Fibres interlacd with the Lungs? 
Wiͤth which view, they chriſten'd it the Epi- 
=—  lepſyof the Lungs, and allotted it a ſeparate 
2nd diſtinct Hiſtory! f D Diagnoſticks, Progno- 
= ſticks, and Cure. The Ancients were equally 
= _ " gravell'd in the cure of a Convulſive Colick, 
n Fo Till Fernelius diſcover'd! that it proceeded not 
85 = nj de cold W in the Inteſtines, as 


Fd 
ä = 
£2 
4 \ I 7 
* * 
* * | 4 Cz 
- 


they call e ana but from the 1 1 2 
Convulſion of the Nerves of the Meſentery:  - 
andi, that tis exaſperated ' by Furgatives, 
Glyſters, and: hot Remedies, but appeasd 
by Aiti-ſpſmodich 3. Dulcifying, and Anodyne 
Med*tines. The ſame method ought to be 
obſerv'd in treating all Diſeaſes, [eſpecially 
thoſe calbd Chronical, the Fermentations of 
which are long winded and conſtant, whereas 
thoſe of Acute Diſeaſes are ſhort; and are 
produe d by ſlighter Cauſes; nau, they finiſn 
their Hbullition under the appearance of a 
principal Diſeaſe, as is mani eft in Fevers, 
Quinſeys, and other acute Diſorders.:-- | 77 
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There's Ang ſo difficult as the inveſti⸗ 
gation of the very firſt and immediate Cauſe | 
that calls up Diſeaſes and diſorders the Pati- 
ent without any other Medium. *Tis this that 
has occaſion'd the fatal Miſtakes and Divi- 
ſions that Phyſick now groans under. For we 
being deſtitute of Intuitive _— and 


uncapable to-trace the ſecret motions of Diſ- 


— 


eaſes with the Eye of Reaſon, are oblig'd to 
have recourſe to the repeated uſe of our Sen- 
ſes. But all Phyſicians have not obſerv'd the 
ſame Conduct in the uſe of their Senſes. In 
ancient Times Hippocrates and his fellow Gre- 
 Fians laid fo much ſtreſs _ the * 15 

the 
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the Senſes in inriching Pliyſick; that, as Pe- 


tronius ſaid of Democritus, They ſpent their Life 


in the midſt of Experiments, and ſo obtain'd 


a more intimate knowledge of the cauſes of 
Difeaſes, only by the conſtant and uninter- 
rupted exerciſe of their Senſes. And 'tho* 
they could not compaſs every thing, as it ap- 
rs from what fragments of their Works 
ve ſurmounted the envy of Time; yet they 


went ſo far, that they drew the Curtain from 


before” che Nature of | Diſeaſes, and diſ- 


pelld the Clouds that obſcur d the Truth. But 


the reſt of the Phyſical Family that made 


Head againſt Diſeaſes in the ſücceeding A- 


ges, quitted the uſe of Senſe, and rack d their 
Wits to find ont the true ſecret of the cauſes 
of Diſeaſes; and in regard, that is not to be 
reach'd' by Reaſon withont the concurrence” 


and cooperation of the Senſes, all their ad- 


vances of the cauſes of Diſeaſes are nothing 


but groping in the Dark; ſo that they have 
only dwerſißy 


d the outward denomination of 
Diſeaſes by various ways of ſpeaking, without 


touching upon the Eſſence and real Cauſe. 
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Jo obſerve a regular Method i this Enqui- 
ry; we mult take in the ancient diviſion of 
Cauſes into the Pracatarctica, the Proegumena, 
or Diſpoſition ef the Body, and the Cauſa Prox- 
ima, or that which is always accompany'd with 
the Diſeaſe, and without which the Diſeaſe 
can't be. The external Antecedent or occa- 
ſional Cauſes. call'd Procatarctice, Whether In- 
ternal. or External, are oftentimes flighted 
by Phyſicians, upon the account, that afterthe 
production of the Diſeaſe, they either retire 
altogether, or are conceaFd by the Patient: 
So that they bend all their Thoughts in conſi- 
dering and extolling the Cauſæ Proxime, that 
lie remoteſt from the Verge of the Senſes. Now, 
this is all againſt the Grain; for we ought to 
takeIndications of Cure from the leaſt Circum- 
ſtances, and from Cauſes of any kind whatſo- 
ever, eſpecially if they aſſume the Nature of 
5 Cauſe Continentes, and either keep up or feed 
the Diſtemper, as in Chronical and Periodick _ 
Diſorders, which could never laſt and renew 
their efforts ſo long, if their immediate cauſe 
were not rais'd up by the gradual acceſſion of 
freſh Fewel, that multiplies either from an in- 
ternal or external Cauſe. This holds in all 
fermentative Diſtempers ; for even inanimate 
Bodies under Fermentation are ſubject to theſe 
meaſures, and oftentimes 8 need of an 
external Mover, ſuch as Heat, Motion, &c. to . 
_ excite the Fermentation: In fine, conſidering 
that the three Cauſes I mention'd but now, are 
equally concern'd either in producing or incou- 
raging the Diſeaſe, I ſhall here ſhew how Indica- 
tions of Cure are to be taken from each of 5 8 
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The Procatarctick cauſe is more obvious to 


Senſe than any of the reſt, and I poſitively af. 


| firm, cher unleſs. a particular regard be had 
to this Cauſe, the Cure will never go well on: 


For by thoſe external Things that give occa- 
fron to the Diſeaſe, we gain a more compendi- 
ous and certain way to the knowledge of the 
internal Nature, provided thoſe exernal Things 
are duly examin d. Suppoſe one ſhould under- 
take the Cure of a Fever proceeding from the 
feorching of the Sun, or ſome ſuch external 
Canfe, and going upon the modern Hypothe- 
lis, that not only Fevers but all diſeaſes 
proceed from an acid, ſhould preſcribe vola- 
tile Alcali's in a liberal quantity, with intent 
to break the febrile Acid, and throw it out by 


TEL Sweat: Suppoſe, I ſay, he ſhould inſiſt on this 


Method, would not he be monſtrouſly miſta- 


ken; ſince the raging motion of the Blood, oc- 


caſion'd by the ſcorching or ſome ſuch heatin 


Cauſe, ought rather to be appeas'd by gentle 


Me@cines, than ſpurr'd by furious Alcali's. 
When therefore the immediate and neareſt 


Cauſe puts on a different Face, according to 


the diverſity of Procatarctick and Antecedent 
Cauſes; we ought always to have regard to 
theſe in taking the Indications of Cure. For 
2 Fever ariſing from unſeaſonable Cold, muſt be 


treated after a different manner from a Fever 
occaſionꝰd by Drinking, Venery, ſtanding in the 
Sun, emotions of the Mind, and other Cauſes. 
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Ihis fills me with amazement, in ſeeing the 

Phyſicians of this Age aim only, and that with 
triumph ina manner, at the aſſigning ofthe firſt 
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and immediate cauſes of Diſeaſes, which lie at 
| the greateſt diſtance from our reach; and o- 
verlock the occaſional Cauſes that are obvious 
to our external Senſes. Let the external Cauſe 
of a Diſeaſe be what it will, they treat it the 
ſame way, as if it 8 from another; 
and regardleſs of the ancient Diſcipline ſub- 
vert the Method and Priority of Cauſes with 
a blind inconſiderat forwardneſs. Who can 
tell the Nature and Condition of the minuteſt 
Texture of the Blood in a Fever, a Pleuriſy, 
an Apoplexy, a Delirium, and other Diſcaſes? 
And who can decipher the' firſt and immediate 
cauſe that ſets them all at work? For in the 
production of Diſeaſes , whether Acute or 
Chronical, there's ſome occult Cauſe at work, 
that humane Speculation can't fathom, and is 
fought after in vain, unleſs we can ſmell it out 
from the Juvantia and Ledentia. *Tis the ig 
norance of this immediate Cauſe, that gives 
riſe to ſo, many idle ConjeQures : Some taking 
it to be the Bile, others an Acid, others 4 
pituitous Humour,join'd to the four Hymours; 
others a ſubtile and ethereal Matter, &c. Up- 
on which ConjeQures they raiſe falſe Indica- 
tions of Cure, and with a Magiſterial Air cut 


the Sinews of further Enquiries. 


Not that I mean edicts the Empiricks, 
whoareall upon evident and ſenſible Cauſes, and 
contemn the latent and internal Cauſes; or to 
join in with Herophilus, who attributes no 
cauſe at all to Diſeaſes. Tonly lay this ſtreſs 
upon the evident and obvious Cauſes, upon the 
_ conlideration, that our art is Conjectural, and 
plac'd in the midſt of Darkneſs; ſo that we 
5 Ale 


. are _ oblis 4. Ply quieſce 8 in 
13 Bits as we feel with our Senſes, and 


- diſcover by the Diſſection of dead Corps; for 


. theſe being plain and manifeſt will ſeldom im- 


poſe upon us, or at leaſt not to the ſame de - 
Zree with the internal and remote Cauſes. 
Allthis is confirm d by Dr. Sdenham, who in the 


* Preface to his Works, ſpeaks to thi lar urpoſe. 
As tis impoſſible for a Bui ic14n to trace thoſe Cau- 


* a 
. 
. 


3 whence the Evi 


and another. I would therefore adviſe all Practi- 
tioners to interrogate their Patients particu- 
larly about the occaſional Cauſe that ſet the 
internal Cauſe at work : for as the knowledge 
of that renders the Cure eaſie , ſo the Pati- 
ents are wont to conceal it either thro? care- 
leſſneſs or baſhfulneſs. Is not that Phyſician a 
/ + Mad-man that would offer to cure a Fever oc- 
. caſion'd. by exceſs of Ven 12 the ſame 
method of Purging, Bl ing, &c.. that's, 
8; commonly calculated for ſuch as take riſe 

| from other Cauſes? I was lately calld to 
tend a Noble-man that was deſperately ill 
of the Sciatica, after hog: all ſorts of Re- 

- medies to no purpoſe having ſmelt by 


had had Venereal Bubo's upon him, I there- 
upon ſuſpected the Sciatica to be Venereal, 


1 on 25 e Crude ee 1 


ak which have no correſpondence with the Senſes, ſo 
/ tis not nar $a for tis ſufficient if be knows . 


1d its Symptoms ariſe; ſo as to. 
an accurate diſtinction between one Diſeaſe 


chance, that about twenty Years before he 


and cur d him in a few Days with a e | 


er 
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and by the Latins, the diſpoſing Cauſe, or 


the Diſpoſition of the ſolid and flnid Parts of 5 


the Body to receive the Diſeaſe, is not a 
Cauſe, properly ſo ſpeaking, becauſe it 
does not act of it ſelf: But in regard the 


procatarctick or occaſional Cauſes cannot ex- 


ert their Force, unleſs the Body be diſpoſed 


to receive their Impreſſion, ſome Authors 


have liſted this Diſpoſition into the Number 
of Cauſes, and thought it a proper Standard; 
both for giving and regulating Indications of 
Cure. Of many that lie with. a foul 

Woman, only ſome are infected. A great 


many *tend People that ate ill of the Plague, 


and yet never have it themſelves. Many 
joyn in the ſame Exceſs of Intemperance, 
that are not equally puniſhed for the Miſde- 
meanour. Several Perſons lie equally under 


2 5 — e e ee 73 A 5 24 7 = . 5 . 
the Influence of one common Cauſe; but all 
i ; | iN 2 3 12 3 5 a 4 l 11 * . Thi | 3 ee 95. ; ; c 
of them doi not fall ſick. This gives us to 
know, that ſometimes. the occaſional Cauſe 


would not exert its Force, unleſs the Solids 
and Fluids of the Body were prediſpoſed to 
favour. it, and ſo call up the immediate 


Cauſe. This Diſpoſition is ſometimes obvi- 


ous to the Senſes, and ſometimes occult. -f 
as the Pocky, Hypochondriack, Epileptick, | © 
and ſuch other Diſpoſitions as are manifeſted 


the former Sort are the Scorbutick, as well 


to us by antecedent Diſeaſes: And theſe we 
ought not to over-look in the Caſe of new 


Diſeaſes : for the Indications of Cure ought 


V. to 


© The Cauſe calld by the Grecians wpmyvuerts] | 
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29 The Pradice of Phyſick. 
to be levelled both at the new Diſorder, and 
the old Diſpoſition of the Body. The latent 
occult Diſpoſitions are thoſe peculiar to e- 
very Man, which the Ancients called Tempe- 
tamen, and diftingurſhed into hot, cold, moiſt, 
and dry; and theſe again into fimple and 
compound. Now theſe Temperaments or 
=— Diſpoſitions taken in a large Senſe, may con- 
_ tribute ſomewhat in producing a Diſeaſe ; 
=_— . but at the ſame time, 1t is a difficult and idle | 
| to imitate the Pſeudo-Galeniſts of our | 
1 Times, in reducing all to ſuch Qualities, and 
Aeͤ᷑eriving from thence the immediate Cauſe 1 
o bf Diſeaſes 5 


VII. 


In Effect, theſe internal Properties that 
| diſpoſe the Blood to receive various morbifick 
. Impreſſions, are infinitely different one from 
4 another: for one Conſtitution diſpoſes the 
> _ Blood to Coagulation; another to Difloluti- 
on, Inflammability, &c. one diſpoſes it for a 
___ Malignant Fever, another for an Ephemera, 
f and fo on. Now human Speculation can 
ſcarce reach the genuine Nature of theſe 
 Diſpoſitions, and the true Structure of the 
Minima of which they conſiſt. But from the 
former way of Living, and the Uſe of the fix 
not natural Things, we may gueſs at ſome 
general Qualities; as whether the Diſpoſitions 
are terreſtrious, ſharp, acid, moiſt, inflam- 
mable, groſs, apt for Coagulation, &c. An 
intemperate Way of Living, unwonted Sit- 
ding up a Nights, unuſual Exerciſe, Anger, 
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and inflammable; and that the Diſeaſes 


which 2 70 in that 'JunQure, are either 


producet or incouraged by this Diſpoſition 4 


? 


a regard to this previous Diſpoſition. The 


Ancients gave you the Signs of the firſt and 
ſecond Qualities over-abounding in the Bo- 
dy and diſpoſing to Diſeaſes; and theſe they 
called Intemperies, ſome of which they made 


be accompanied with Matter, others with= 


out it, &c. 


VIII. 


The Weight and Duration of Diſeaſes is 


proportional to the Greatneſs and Continu- 


ance of this Diſpoſition: As it is manifeſt 


from the Experience of thoſe who 17 an 
indiſcreet Looſe to Intemperance, Venery, 
unwonted Watchings, unſeaſonable Labour, 


Paſſions of the Mind, and ſuch other Inconve- 


niencies; for theſe Men are longer and more 
tlangerouſly ill, than others who uſed to live 


ſoberly and regularly. Having therefore 


ſound out the occaſional Cauſe, by conver- 


ſing with the Patient, we may make ſome 
Conjectures of the predominant Quality in 


the morbifick Diſpoſition of the Solids and 
Fluids; as whether tis ſharp, acid, viſcid, 


inflammable, coagulating, &c. And in Or- 
der to ſet all this in a clear Light, we muſt 


likewiſe be acquainted with the natural Con- 


ſtitution of the Patient; I mean, we muſt | 
know whether it is hot or cold, moift or dry, 


4 3 : (to 


to know that the Blood is very active, 1 40 | 


So that the Indications calculated for the 
Cure of the Diſeaſe, ought likewiſe to have 
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(to uſe the ancient Names, without wrang- - 
ling upon Words) or whether the Blood a- q 
BY bounds (in the Language of the Moderfis) . 
= with moiſt, terreſtrious, fiery, or fixed, un- 1 
= active Particles, which are all correſpondent f 
1 to the Qualities of the Ancients. Under the þ 
_ Head of the Patient's Conſtitution, we muſt g 
= _ Hkewiſe conſider the ſolid Parts, whether f 
= - they are flaggy or bent, liable to Convulſions * 
odr Relaxations, near the Impulſe of the 4 
= Heart or at a diſtance from it, watered with 5 
much or little Blood, plentifully ſtocked with 1 

Meſhy or nervous Fibres, &c. For all theſe k 
Circumſtances are of uſe to unfold the inner ſe 
Diſpoſitions of the Parts; and unleſs they be 8 
duly weighed, a great many Inconveniencies f 
will ariſe in the Uſe of Remedies, upon the C 
Account that theſe ought to be varioufly 1 
tempered and blended, in purſuance of the 
= | Various Temperature of the Fluids and So- + 
=_ - | Hds, and the Diverſity of antecedent Cau- 2 
= ſes, Sc. | - | 5 N = | Es k 
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Of the Immediate Cauſe of Diſeaſes, and the chief 
To Heads that ſerve to diſcover it. 
T TAving thus diſpatch'd the occaſional and 
J. 1 diſpoſitive Cauſes, we come next to 
the Cauſa Proxima, or the immediate Cauſe, - 
the Preſence or Abſence of which gives a ne- 
... ceflary Inference of the Preſence or Abſence 
of the Diſeaſe. Tis this Cauſe that raiſes 
every day ſuch ſcandalous and fatal Diviſi- 
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ons among Phyſicians. But conſidering that 


our Thoughts cannot readily fathom what is 
a doing within us, we are obliged to take 
Help from ich Methods as we are more 
ſure of. Ti Men of Learning, having la- 
bour'd long in vain in ſeeking out the imme=- 
diate Cauſe, and adjuſted the Nature of the 
foreign Ferment that immediately produces 
every Diteaſe, came at laſt to this Concluſi- 


on, That if ſo be we diſcover the Indications 


of Cure, and the Remedies proper for” the 
Diſeaſe, tis no great matter whether we 
know the immediate Cauſe or not. This Al- 
ſertion is juſtified by the Empiricks, who. 
contemning the learned Speculations of Phy- 


. ſicians, with Reference to the immediate 


Cauſes of Diſeaſes, are oftentimes as happy 
in curing Diſeaſes with their Arcanum's, as the 
rational Se& are with their elaborate Me- 
thods and Speculations. And the ame thing 

appears from Epidemick Diſeaſes, 810 
by the faulty Conſtitution of the Air; the 

immediate Ferment of which cannot be tra- 
ced or adjuſted by us, though at the ſame 
time we are not ignorant of the Methad that 
extixpates the Diſeaſes thus produced by the 
unknown Cauſe; for, upon a ſedyloys and 
prudent Obſervation of what affords Relief 
and what is prejudicial, we readily light up- 
on ſuch Methods. In fine, What candid 
Phyſician can deny, That he is almoſt intire- 
ly unacquainted with the internal or imme 


diate Cauſę of Diſeaſes, and yet undertakes 


their Cure; nay, and happily compaſſes the 
End, by Vertue of a Method obtain d by long 


bie ang Experience. „ 


394 The Pe- ple: 


II. 


— 


4 Yi But after all, we can point to ſevera] 


Ways of being let into the Knowledg of the 
immediate Cauſe of every Diſeaſe. © In the 


firft place we may come at it by knowing the 


_  occational and diſpoſing Cauſes, of which a- 
| bove. In the ſecond Place, there are ſeveral 
Diſeaſes, the immediate Cauſes of which are 
_eafily brought to light ; ſuch Cauſes are Wa- 
ter in a Dropſie, purulent Matter in an Em- 

ma, and the Stone in Nephritick Caſes; 


the Removal of which, ſometimes argues the 
Removal cf the Diſeaſe: Though indeed, it 


muſt be confeſſed, that oftentimes this does 
not hold, by Reaſon that a remoter Cauſe 
feeds the Hydropical Water, the Empyema- 
tical Sanies, and the Nephritick Stone, and is 
inacceſſible to our Speculations: In which 
Caſe, we muſt have Recourſe to the follow- 
ing Artifices. Thirdly, we may trace the 
immediate Cauſe by the Excreta and Retenta, 
the Diſorders of the Tongue, Eyes, Face, and 
_ other Parts that are obvious to our Eyes. In 
the fourth Place, the Fuvantia and Ledentia, 
and the Method of Cure appropriated to any 
Diſeaſe, may give us fore! 
Help will be an Inveſtigation of the Nature of 
hat proves ſerviceable or diflerviceable: 
: for if we once diſcover that, either our Sen- 


_ ſes or our Reaſon will readily conduct us to 


the Knewledg of the minuteſt conſtituent 
Parts of the immediate Cauſe: The ſixth is 
the Mutation of one Diſeaſe into another, 
of the like, or of a quite different Form. The 
CCC 
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The Pradiice of Phyfick. 299 
ſeventh is the Diſorder of the principal Fun- 
ions, viz. the Pulſe, Reſpiration, Strength, 
Cc. And the eighth is a due Conſideration 
of the Nature, Force, &c. of the Symptoms 
that accompany the Diſeaſe. 


WE es 
To begin with the Excrera and Retenta : 
The chief Particulars of this Claſs, are the 
Ordure, Urine, Spitting, Sweat, Vomiting, 
Blood drawn forth by opening a Vein, the 
Colour of the Skin, Nails, Eyes, Gr. We 
are ſufficiently informed by the Chymical 
Analyſis, what Principles the Urine confifts 
of; and particularly, that in a natural State, 
an Armoniack ſort of Salt bears the Aſcen= 
dant, and gives both Colour and Weight to 
the Urine: But in a ſickly State, the Na- 
ture and Mixture of the Salts is (perhaps) 

as various as the Diſeaſes themſelves. As 
the Urine therefore is more or leſs high co» 
lour'd, it argues a Plenty or Scarcity of ſuch _ 
Salts which produce Diſeaſes. [Thoſe who 
fall into a fatal or mortal Suppreſſion of U- 
rine, are ſeized with a Stupidity, a Trems= _ 
bling, and an univerſal Shivering; and at laſt, 

with a Fever, Apoplexy, and the other Dif- 
orders of the Nerves: By all which we ars 


> taught what Diſeaſes the Salts of Urine, a- 

1 bounding in the Blood, are apt to produce, _ 
o Un acute Diſeaſes, pale and thin Uring pro» _—M 
it gnoſticates a Frenzy and the Diſeaſes of ts 

1 ead; ſo that we may reach the Knowledg — 
, of the firſt and immediate Cauſe of ſuch Diſs e 
6 Faſes, if we are hut acquainted with the ge. 
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Vrine conſiſts; and ſo may fix upon the 
Cure, by learning out of the Phy ſicks what 
things are contrary to ſuch and ſuch Princi- 
ples. Further, the Smell and Colour of the 
Excrements or Ordure, will give us to know 
the Nature of the immediate, or rather the 
=: / antecedent Cauſe, from whence the immedi- 
aaäate Cauſe is derived? If the Excrements be 


ſpeak a Redundancy of acid, ſharp, and vitri- 
olick Salts; if they are white, copious, or li- 
quid, they ſpeak either the Inactivity of; the 
Ferment of the firſt Paſſages, or an undue 


theſe being the Parts that give Smell and Co- 
jour. Above all, the Tongue affords the 
clofeſt Signs of the State of the Blood: An 
acid Taft upon the Tongue, betrays the acid 


ther Humors deriv'd from thence; a falt 
Taſte ſpeaks the Saltneſs of the Blood; a bit- 
ter Taſte gives us to know its abounding with 


Taſte, ſpeaks Plenty of the like Particles; 
If the Tongue is moiſt, ſo is the Conſtitution 


dry inflammatory Nature. In ſine, take this 
for à Secret, That the moſt certain Signs of 


Tongue: for that Organ being a Collection 
of an infinite Number of little Glands and 
nervous Papille, through which the morbifick 
redundant Parts are immediately convey d 
without ſuffering any Alteration by the Way, 
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nuine Nature of the principles of which the 


rr. black; Ge. they 
_ Paucity of ſaline and ſulphureous Parts, 


Conſtitution of the Blood, and that of the o- 


bitter Particles; a viſcid, mucous, infipid 
of the Blood; if dry, than the Blood is of a 


the State ot the Blood are taken from the 


Ads they do in other Emunctories: We ougbt 


b Ie: TEL 
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Alterations of the Tongue; eſpecially con- 
ſiclering that the other Signs do frequently 
deceive us, Whereas this ſeldom or never 
does. Take care then, that you never viſit 
a Patient without minding his Tongue, let 
the Diſeaſe be what it will; eſpecially if you 


ſuſpe& internal Inflammation; for theſe you 


may, certainly learn from the Tongue, which 
drieggupon the leaſt. 01790 Diſpoſiti- 
| as: 


of 
5 
* 
* 
* 
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on, and grows dryer and dryer 
mien ! ] 
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Sweat and Vomiting lye under the ſame _ 
Rules with the Urine and Ordure; for tlie 
Colour „Smell, Quantity „Cc. of the Humor 5 
thus evacuated, 'diſcoyers the reſpective Na. 


ture of the immediate or antecedent Cauſe, 


as above. The Blood drawn by opening 3 = 
e 


Vein, will make the ſame Diſcovery : if it be 
too bright a Red, it ſpeaks Plenty of vola- 
tile and inflammable Parts; if blackiſh, then 


terreſtrious and fix'd Parts abound. In all 
Inflammations of internal Parts, eſpecially. 


an acute Pleurifie, the Blood drawn. has 4 
white Gelly like Cruſt upon its Surface; 


chered into a white Cruſt, by Vertue of the 


* 


in the Cure of ſuch Dilgaſes, the over-beat-ñ 
Ws | 2 | | 5 5 | 5 t 1 ms 5 


che Inflam- 
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Tube Praclice of Phyſick. 29 
therefore, in the Knowledge of Diſeaſes, t 
lay a great Streſs upon the Affectiens and _ 


*ug 


Ing Fermentation ought to be reſtrained by 


* * % 
3 


The Praclice of Phyſick. ” 


repeated Bleeding, and by Anodyne- Alcaline 
Diluting Med' cines; that by this Means, the 
ruddy and Nutritive Particles may be amica- 


bly link'd together, and a Stop put to ſuch 


inflammable Diflolutions. The Conſiſtence 


of the Blood ſhews likewiſe what Principle 
tis over-Rtock'd with. The Blood of Hectick 


Perſons. is of a bright red Colour, and does 
not eaſily congeal; and at the ſame time they 
are lean, watchful, peeviſh, &. from whence 
we learn that there is a Redundancy of ſome- 
What that is too ſharp in their Fluids. Vep- 
ferns Exer. de Apoplex. Fol. 429. acquaints us, 


That in difleQing the Corps of ſome that dy'd . 
of continual, and ſome of malignant Fevers, 
be found the Blood fluid and not congealable. 
Simon Pauli de Febr. malign. ſect. 2. obſerves that 
In ſeveral dangerous Caſes, he found the 
Blood drawn out of a Vein to be very red, 
and almoſt of the Colour of the Flower of 
the Indian Threatwort, with little Serum. The 
fame thing is obſerved by ſeveral Moderns 


in peſtilential Caſes. We conclude therefore 
that the Colour, Conſiſtence, and other 
Qualities of the Blood drawn by opening a 
Vein, may point to the latent Conſtitution 
of the immediate Caule. LY 


V. 


4 7 


Since I am ſpeaking of the Nature of the 

Blood, I muſt obſerve by the Bye, that no 
Phyſician can cure a Fever happily, without 
he inform himſelf of the State of the febrile 


Blood, before he exhibites any Remedies z 


as. 
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The Practice 


Ge as whether ?tis too rapid, thin, inflammable, - 
= &c. or on the other hand, apt to congeal, 
V thick, malignant, &c. For in ſuch different 
h States of the Blood, the Indications of Cure 
= muſt be diverſify'd accordingly. When the 
" Blood is apt to diſſolve and boil over with a 
K furious Rage, it muſt be trłated otherwiſe 
in than when it tends to Coagulation,Roapyneſs 
: and Malignity. We muſt not, in the very Be- 
4 ginning of Fevers, commence the Cure of 3 
4 promiſcuouſly by ſuch Med'cines as cleanſe 


the firſt Paſſages, (as they call it) and puri- 
fe the Blood it ſelf; for that untimely Uſe 


_ renders it malignant. There is no certainer 
Sign of an imminent Hyfterick Fit, than the 
Colour of the Urine; for it turns, a little 
before the Paroxyſm, from a citrine to a wa- 
tery thin Colour. We obſerve further, that 
in violent Commotions of the Mind, the U- 
rine turns from a high red, to a watery pale 
Colour; and does not retrieve its natural 


Colour, till the Paſſion is quite gon off. This 


watery Colour of the Urine, is a conſtant 
Fore- runner of a convulſive Paroxyſm ; and 


5 or the like, it denotes the Abundance of ſuch 
4315 in the Viſcera, or the Blood, 


of Purgatives either redoubles the Fever, or 


jn Spaſmodic Caſes the Urine is almoſt always 
thin, clear, and plentiful. From theſe Ob- _- 
ſervations we may draw this Inference, That 
the above-mentioned Diſeaſes are either pro- 
duced or fed by the Salts of the Urme. The 
Colour of the Skin is likewiſe to be regarded: _ 
If it be white, pale, yellow, blackiſh, brown, 
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Next to the Excreta and Retenta, are the Ju- 
vuantia and Lædentia, or the Method of Cure ap- 
propriated to every Diſeaſe; by which we 
may trace the Nature of the immediate, or 
the antecedent Cauſe. To inſtance in Inter- - 
matting Fevers: They rage chiefly in the 
Spring or the Autumn, at a time when Cru- 
dlities are thrown in upon the Blood, either 
thro? the Intemperance of the paſt Summer, in 
Eating Fruitand Drinking Water, or thro' the 
nippingColdand unuſual Wetneſs of the prece= 
ding Winter. Bleeding and Purgation,in the Be- 
ginning of theſe Feavers, makes em worſe: 
Their concomitant Symptoms are Cold, Weari- 
neſs, Shivering, a gentle Heat, a ſlimy Tongue, 
and immoderate Thirſt: the beneficial Medi- 
cines are thoſe of a bitter, ſharp, and vola- 
tile Lixivo-alcaline Nature. The Med'cines 
that inflame the Diſeaſe are refrigerating Sy- 
rups, too moiſt a Diet, was and inactive 
Food, &c. The Fits are exaſperated by ſuch 
Food as is not eaſily digeſted, and by over- 
Feeding; and on the other Hand, Abſtinence 
makes em gentler. If you : commence the 
Cure of theſe Fevers with the Febrifuga, you 
will throw your. Patient into many Diſorders. 
E  Suchis the Series of the Juvantia and Ledentia 
3 in intermitting Fevers: from whence *tis ma- 
2 nifeſt that their immediate Cauſe is ſome what 
of a crude, ſlimv, viſcous, and congealable 
Nature. The principal Source of the Gout; 
and the Stone is Wine, Venery and Intempe- 
Jance ; and the Antidote is the Drinking of 


. 


1 
7 


but above all, a due Regard to the Stomach : 


From whence we argue, That the immedi- 
ate Cauſe of the Gout is ſomething of a ſharp, 


terreſtrious, and acute Nature; that being 


readily fed by Wine, Venery, and Intempe- 


rance, and there being nothing more effectu- 
al in breaking the Shock of ſharp;terreſtrious, 
and acute Particles, than Milk and Water, 


which confiſt of ſoft and flexible Parts, and 
ſuch as eafily make their Way. Now, this 
SGcrutiny ought to be minded in all Diſeaſes, 


_ eſpecially ſuch as are incouraged and kept up 
by ſome occult Cauſes, or the Influence of the 


Air: For by exhibiting ſomeRemedies in the 


Beginning, which may be tried without Dan- 


ger, and obſerving whether they do Good or 


Harm, we may quickly inform our ſelves of 
the Nature of the immediate Cauſe, and its 
Tendency to depart through this or that Paſſa- 
ge; and that chiefly in occult Diſeaſes, or ſuch 
as are of a recent Epidemick Nature; in which 
we cann't avoid the ſuffering of one or two 
of our Patients to run the Riſque of the Diſ- 


eaſe, till ſuch time as a Judgment can be 


made upon the Juvantia and Ledentia, ſo as to 
form a proper Method of Cure. EW 


e 
In the fifth place, a due Survey of the Na- 


ture of what benfits or prejudices the Patient, 


will lead us to the Knowledge of the immedi- 
ate Cauſe. In Hectick Caſes, for Inſtance, all 


4 4 


the World holds Milk to be the chief Reme- c . 
dy: Now the Principles of which "Milk is 7 
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Water, Milk, and a ſober Way of Living; 
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the Cheſe and Butter conſiſt of ſoft, miſd, alca- 
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lino-ſulphureous Particles, &c. So that the 


Hectick Morbifick Particles in the Blood, 
mult be ſharp, rigid, pointed, &. In Inter- 


mitting Fevers great Benefit is obtained by 


the Uſe of ſuch Medcines as are bitter, ſharp, 


Lixivo-Alcaline, &c. Now the Particles of 
which theſe confiſt, are ſtiff, acute, ſulphu- 
reous, &c. and conſequently the morbifick 
Particles of ſuch Fevers, muſt be the Product 
of viſcid, groſs, and unactive Matter. In 
- ardent Fevers we find Benefit in the Emulſi- 


and Anodyne Remedies; the Particles of 


which are mild, gentle, and watery ; ſo that 


| *»* the Particles of ardent Fevers muſt conſiſt 


of a volatile, ſharp, acid, and impetuous Sub- 


ſtance. In ſeveral lingring Fevers, and ſome 
Chronical Diſtempers, we receive great Bene- 
- fit from the auſtere bitter Med cines that ap- 
proach to the Nature of Aſtringents; ſuch as 


the Peruvian or Jeſuits Bark, Tormentil, 


Cinquefoyl Roots, Crude Allum, Chalybeats, 


Aſh Bark, Vitriolick Chaly beat Med' cines, and 


ons of the Seeds, large Potions, gentle Acids, 


ſuch other things as operate by N 44S 
if 


From theſe Obſervations we make a juſt In 
_— rence, That ſuch Fevers are owing to the 
-— _ drooping and flaggy Spring of the fluid and 
_ - ſolid Parts, and not to the pretended Obſtru- 
. tion of the Viſcera: For accordingly we 


find that your ftyptick, bitteriſh, and ſome- 


what ſpirituous Med'cines, which corroborate 
and compact the ſolid and fluid Parts, inable 
them to make a powerful Reſiſtence to the 
coming Ferment that tends to raiſe a febrile 


+. 


Heat 
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out abe repeated Circulations of the thus 


. : 
corroborated Sieves of the Viſcera. 


5 


If Sweating be neceſſary, and does not ap- 


pear upon the Adminiſtration of proper Re- 
medies, let Blood, and *twill break immedi- 
ately ; eſpecially if the Stop was owing to an 
over-bearing Croud of Humors, and a ſtiffling 
as twere in the Veſſels. I know an Hy pochon- 
driack Perſon that's frequently ſeiz d with 


a diſmal Aſthma, that een almoſt choaks him, 
and attacks him all on a ſuddain with a Diſ- 


tention of the Belly, and a murmuring Wind 
rolling up and down: And whenever I am 


called to him, I order Bleeding immediately;z / -* 
which is ſcarce ſooner over than a Ceflation + -/ 
enſues of the Aſthma, the Diſtention of the = 


Belly, and the Fear of imminent Suffocation. 


Repeated Experience has taught me, that the 

moſt obſtinate convulſive Colicks ariſing from 
the Fury (as *twere) of the Spirits, are 
ſpeedily and ſuccesfully cured by WHT ”. 


and Anodyne Remedies extreamly dilute 


as alſo that ſanguine Apoplexies (that is, ſuch _ 4 = 
as proceed from the Stagnation of the Blood 


about the Veſſels of the Head, and are accom- 


. pany'd with a Redneſs of the Face, a Turgen- 


cy of the Veins, &c.) yield to no Remedy ſo 


readily as to the earlieſt Bleeding. Thoſe 


who promiſcuouſly fall upon Apoplexies, 


_ whether Sanguine or Pituitous, with Purges, 


Vomits, and ſpirituous Remedies, with- 
out premiſing Veneſection in the ſanguine- 


«ww 


- ous 


1 


£ Fu 
6, 
- 
# 
- * 


Fg 


4 


3 te Prader of 7 Phy if " 


ous Kind, ought to be reckon'd* Widmen“ | 
I was once called to a Woman of 60 Vears of 
Age, that had a Palſie of one Side, beſides a 
4 4 Palhe of the Tongue, and cur'd her i in, three 


Days with the following Method: Aſter 


BZ ; E drawing ten Ounces of Blood out of the Arm 


f of the Paralytick Side, I preſcrib'd' the follow- 


% a 
Fg 


of 


1 ing Mixture: Take Water of Peony Flow- 
ers and Carduus Benedictus, of each three Oun- 


ces; Spirit of Sal Armoniack, twelve Drops; 
Poder of human Skull and *Diaphoretick 
Antimony, of each a Serſiple; ; mix and make 


a Potion to be taken 0 © immetliately : 1.0 
the Whole Spine f the Back, and the , 
ralytick Half of the Body be anointed 


ot with Oil of Foxes mix d with the Spirit of 
6 Let her hold in her Mouth a Garga- 
riſm of the Decoction of Miſletoe of the Oak 


and N of Squills: By the Uſe of this 
Kecipe, I ſay, ſhe recovered in three Days 


Time. All theſe Obſervations are Evidence 


"nat the above-mention'd Diſeaſes are ow-, 
ing to the crowding and penning up of the 


Humors or Spirits in oy Part; which yields 
to no Remedy ſo rea 


is. the chief, that it ſets forward the 1 
that flagnates, or has a \Tendency that wa) 


opens its Conſiſtency, if it be! too compact; 


and reſtores it to its native Fluidity: For 


when the vital Fire has more Room allows 


ed it, *tis rather thereby blown up than 
extinguiſhed ; eſpecially if the Impulſe of 


the Heart, which cauſes and keeps up the 


circular Motion of the Blood, be continual 
and NS” Fo IX. 


LOR 
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il as to Bleeding, 5 
either in the Part affected or near it; for 
of all the wonderful Effects of Bleeding this 


We came nov to the ſixth Article, names 4 


| / 
ly, the Converſion” of one Dileaſe into anos / _ ðP⁰1; 
ther of the. like, or of a quite differenngn 
Form. That this may affard ſome Light 
touching the immediate Cauſe, is plain from 77 
Ballonius Conſil: 13. Where he ſpeakes to this , 
purpoſe: Hippocrates order d the mutual Sucteſo 

ſon of Diſeaſes to be rareſuly minded, upon the 3 
Account that many Symptoms happen in long tedions | -— -( 
Diſeaſes ;, which by Vertue of a fallacions Similitudez - © 
impoſe upon even good ana learned Phyſicians, ang 
nem Diſeaſes, like an upſtart Offsprivg, follow upon, 5M 
and spring out of others. An Arthritick Hinels — -/ 

is eaſily transformed into the Colic; ſo tat 
he who knows the immediate Cauſe of the / 
former, muſt needs know that of the latter? 

All Perſons ſubje& to. the Stone are apt to 
have the Jaundice, and e contra; if therefore 4 0 
the immediate Cauſe of the one is known, 
the other cannot be loſt. The Striking in or OY 
Irregular Cure of the Scab or Itch, is follow- . — 


x, 


ed by many unlucky Diſeaſes; particularly, 
a Spitting of Blood, an Apoplexy, a Dropſie, 
lingring Fevers, &c. Hippocrates tells you in 
Epidem. That an Athenian coming to Mile to 
be cured of an ugly Itch or Scab by the Uſe 
| of the hot Baths, was cured accordingly; but. 
tell ſoon after into a Dropſie, of which he 
dyed.  Sennertus informs us that this Caſe ies 
frequently followed by a Fever and Blindneſ; £ 


” 
if 2 


and particularly in Prax. Par. 3. Seck. 2. cap: - 
44. That a Boy having ſtruck in the cas 


| with Liniments, was ſeized with Blindneſss 
and a Fever, of which he died, upon the c- 


— 


46 


ceſſion of an 


| 2 


the antecedent Diſeaſe, can't be ignorant of 
the Cauſe of the ſubſequent. For the Pur- 
+. poſe; upon the Conſideration of the Itching, 
the Foulneſs of the Skin, the way of Living, 
-and\ the Method of Cure, we conclude that 
the firſt or the immediate Cauſe of the Scab 
or Itch, is a ſharp briry Humor, lodged in a 
viſcid or thin Juice; and it is probable the 
Diſeaſes that ſpring from the ſtriking in of 
the Itch, are owing to the ſame Cauſe. You 
may read many Inſtances of the mutual 


Tranſmutation of Diſeaſes, in ſeveral Phyfi- 


cal Authors; to which I refer the Reader. 


Ihe ſeventh Introduction to the Know- 

ledge of the immediate or antecedent Cauſe 

_ of Diſeaſes, is the Injury that the Parts and 
principal Functions ſuſtain. The Palpitation of 
the Heart proceeds, for the moſt part, from ſome 

N Impediment about the Heart; for in difleQing 


FI 


And in the Ventricles of the Heart, or the 
neighbouring Parts, Folypws's, Aneurifma's, Ol- 

/ ©} [hifications, great Clots of Blood, tartareous 
/  / Matter, Worms, and the like. And part! 
cularly about five Years ago, I obſerved in 
the Body of a Man of 60 Years of Age, that 
tied of the Palpitation of the Heart, a huge 
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Aneuriſma in the aſcending Aorta, juſt by its 
Inſertion in the Heart; and in the Cavity of 
that Aneuriſma, a Polypus as big as a Gooſe 
Egg. Nor are fach Impediments only found 
in the Palpitation cf the Heart, but like- 
wiſe in other Diſorders of the Lungs and the 
Heart; ſuch as an Aſthma, an Intermiſſion of 1 
the Pulſe, and the like. And here Il maſt 3 
take notice by the Bye, that repeated Di. 
ſection has taught me, That if theſe Diſor - 
ders of the Heart proceed from an Organical / © 
_ Cauſe, namely a Polypus, an Aneuriſma, &e. '/ 2 
they affect the Patient not by Intervals, hut 
| continually; the Face is of a pale, or ſome + 
other ſickly Colour; and the Patient is mo- 
leſted with other grievous Symptoms, that 
are near ally'd to a Dropſy. But if they are —_ 
produced by the Acrimony and Irritation of -- 
a fluid Matter, they affect the Patient only. Pas B 
by Intervals; and particularly. when tbe 
Wind is ſoutherly, and the Mind diſturbed 
with paſſionate Commotions; his Counte= 
nance retains its natural Colour, and the other 

Symptoms are neither ſo grievous nor conti»  _—_- 
nual: So that wherever the firſt and repeat = 
ed Symptoms appear, there muſt we- fix the © k 
Seat of the Diſeaſe. The human Body is a 
Bundle of Fibres variouſly mterwoven and 
correſponding to one another, which are 
bended this Way or tother by the Fluid that 
moves within, as by a Spring: And from 
thence proceeds that great Sympathy and u- 
nited Conſent of the Parts. In mentioning 
this admirable Conſent and Sympathy of the 
Parts, I do not countenance the ancient Opi- 
nion of Vapours rifing, which the Moderns 
bave ſufficiently defeated; for 1 derive all 
of 2 en Conſent 
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. Conſent in the Body, either from the Vicini- 
ty of the Parts; as that of the Midriff and 
Pleura, the Bladder and the Inteſtinum Reftum; 
or from a Communication of Veſſels, ſuch as 
that of the Veins, Arteries, Nerves, and o- 
ther Veſlels among themſelves; or that of 
” adjacent Parts, the Liver, for Inftance, 
= and the Inteſtines, by Virtue of the Ductus 
7 .., Chilidochus;, or elfe from a Similitude and 
Continuity of Subſtance, ſuch as that gene- 
ral and truly wonderful Similitude and Con- 
tinuity of all the membranous Parts of the 
Body; by Vertue of which, ſeveral things 


2 


5 

5 & - 

happen in a living Body that are almoſt incre- 
s 

( 
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- . dible,* and beyond the Reach of our Reaſon; 
—iünſomuch that Nature refuſing to diſ- 
 / _ &boſe its Ways, conſtrains us to a blind Sub- 
miffion. Granting this infallible mutual 
> Conſent of the Parts, I am truly of the Opi- a 
"4 - Hion, that in tracing the immediate Cauſe of 
FG | 
| 


Diſeaſes, the Marks taken from ſuch Parts 
as lye at ſome mutual diſtance, cannot deceive 
us under the Colour of Truth; but will, in 

proportion to the Sedulity of our Enquiry, 
conduct us ſooner or later, with greater or; 
Tefer Facility, to the Knowledge of what's 
a doing in the remoter and occult Confines 
of Nature; eſpecially if the morbifick Cauſe 
ſets up its Standard in thoſe Parts appointed 
for ſome publick Function, ſuch as the Heart, 
the Lungs, the Brain with the nervous Sy- 
ſtem, Cc. which do always keep to the ſame 
Order and kind of Symptoms, when they are 
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| in Diſorder. This happens chiefly in mali- 
gnant Fevers, the Source of which uſes to 
refide ſometimes in the animal, ſometimes in 

the vital, and fometimes in the other cod 
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which Practitioners diſcover, by conſid ering : 


the Diſorder of the Operations. peculiar to 


ſuch Parts. So much for finding the Seat of 


the immediate Cauſe ; as for the Inveſtigati- 


on of the Nature of it, tis accounted for in 


2 


the foregeingg d x · i; 
j | „ Ls bees; | 
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The Eighth Topick from whence we der 


rive the Knowledge of the immediate Cauſe, 


is the Symptoms that either accompany. or 
uſher in the Diſeaſe; their Nature, Force, 


and way of Invaſion, as well as their Remiſſi: 
on or Heighthning upon the Uſe of Remedies, 
Thoſe who are ſeiz d with a pituitous Apo- 
plexy, are pale in the Face, and drown'd in 
a deep Sleep; their Pulſe is low, and their 
Diſeaſe yields to Vomits and Purges, but 


gains Force from Bleeding. Upon theſe 
Conſiderations we conclude, that ſuch Apo- 
plexies owe their Being to ſome what that's 
viſcid, and groſs, and of ſmall Force. g 


the contrary, in a ſanguineous Apoplexy, the 
Face is fluſh'd, the Blood Veſſels of the Head 
are extream turgid, their Sleep is not Ko 

ag 


found, nor their. Pulſe: ſo. low: . Blee: | 
-£1ves them Eaſe, and Vomits and the other 


inpetnous Remedies inflame the Diſtemper. 


From this Series of Symptoms we may readi- 05 
ly believe, That the Cauſe of ſuch Apoplex- 


ies depends upon the Interrupting of the 


Courſe of the Blood, Spirits, &c. in che Brain, 
or the adjacent Veſſels; where being ſtopp c 


they make an impetuous Shock. A Bilious 


Colick is oftentimes attended with a Ceflati> _ 
on of Speech, and a hoarſe Voice, Which 
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of the Diſeaſe: And this fame Hoarſeneſs 


9 G 7 make a juſt Inference, That a Hoarſeneſs and 
/ - Ceffation of Speech, in acute or ſuch other 
Diſeaſes, argues the Dependance of their 


/ ſharp, volatile, and ſulphureous Parts. This 


F 4} Speechleſneſs is no uncommon Forerun- 
"4 


ner of Epileptick Convulfions in a Colick, 
Sometimes we meet with Pains that attack 
the Patient at ſet times, like Intermittin 
Fevers; in which Caſes you may reſt aſſur 


that the immediate Cauſe is not bred in the 


Part affected, but comes of a foreign Origi- 
nal: And 1 have ſometimes obſerved, that 


-/ When no other Remedy would do, a gentle 


Purgative exhibited about three or four 
Hours before the Invaſion of the Pain, has 
diſpelled it in a ſhort. time, eſpecially, when 
the Scene is laid in the lower Belly; nay, re- 


pheated Purgation is an effectual Remedy for 


any other Periodick Pains. | 
11 ; 
Tue latent Impoſthumes of the Liver, that 


FE Ives by unſufferable Pains in. the Leg, or 
the Calf of the Leg. This Aſſertion is atteſt- 
e. by ſeveral Authors, and particularly by 
of Hollerius, Com. 2. ad Lib. 2. Cvac. Hip. Fol. 34 ; 


fed twice or thrice with unſufferable Pains in "the 
Leg, or the Calf of the Leg, that neither Fomentas 
tion, nor Liniment, nor Cataplaſm could remove + 
hen the Patients dyed I laid open their Legs, . 
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ſometimes continues during the whole Period 


is obſerved in Bilious Fevers; whence we 


immediate Cauſe upon the Bile, or upon 
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2275 way to no Remedies, diſcover them- 
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lay upon the Interſtices. o 


the Truth, the firſt Foundation of Practice | 
is the Indications, upon; the Detection of | 
which, tis an eaſie matter to cull 

out of the Store-Houſe of Nature; for the 
ſorryeſt Apothecary's Boy knows that Rhue . 


* 
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Place from whence this purulent Matter came, when 


I came to 4 up the Abdomen; I found the Liver 
ulcerated a — 2 Thoſe who are thus affetted 
9 of it. Jacotius made the ſame 
Otferration. + in Coac. Hip. as well as Baabimis _ 
in his Obſerv. and Tab. Anatom. So much for 
the way of enquiring after the immediate 


muſt needs 


Cauſe of Diſeaſes; upon which Subject l have 


touched as far as my Weakneſs would al- 
low, upon the nobleſt and moſt uſeful Heads, 
leaving the reſt, for Brevity's ſake, either to 
my own future Adventures, or to the Dun | 


Seng, of, ans we 
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in a Deſcription of the Phænomena and 
Cauſes, our Hiſtorian muſt with equal Dilie 


gence apply himielf to the Method of Cure, | 
or the conſtant Indication taken from 8 8 


peated Hiſtory of Diſeaſes: And, toſcanf 


bard purges, Antimogy moves to Sweat, 
Hoglice provoke to Urine, But when, Pure 
BE19n 18 Fapnaple, when in be Proges 
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the Muſcles, and was 
kept in by the greater Vein; and in tracing.the 
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that's a Queſtion of another Kidney, the 
due Solution of which requires an aged 
Courſe of Uſe und Experience: For as Hippo- 
 phevares, Lib. de Arte, ſays well, Whatever is 
beneficial, proves ſuch by Vertue of the right 


e 


t Cautions; 


Uſe and Application. This therefore ſhews 
the Vanity of ſuch Authors, as crowd their 
Books with Forms of Recipes, without taking 
the: leaſt notice of Indications ; or if they do, 


tis only ſome general Advance, and the Pro- 
dust not of fertile Nature, but of giddy Spe- 
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"If any thing in the Practice of Phy ſick 


Wants to be corrected more than another, 
ttis the common Indications; which being 
_ raiſed upon falſe. Hypotheſes, afford ys no- 
thing but the idle Whim of Speculation.” The 
Galeniſts deriving. the Cauſe of all Diſeaſes 


from their four Humors, are always barping 


upon the ſame Story, when they come to the 


ure. For when they are called to a Patient, 


their firſt endeavour is to find out the pec- 
cant Humor of the four, which at laſt they 
pitch upon, after many Queſtions and Ar- 


uments. The peccant Humor being thus 


determined, all their wiſe Views center in 


this, to prepare the peccant Humor for E- 


which they do not once or: twice, but again 


and again in the ſame Diſeaſe; and fo run 
the Indications- of all Diſeaſes in a Circle (as 
*twere.) To illuſtrate the Matter with an Ex- 
mple : They lay down an infallible Hy pa- 
| . Me  # 1 theſis 
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theſis, that Tertian Fevers take their Riſe 


from the Bile; in purſuance. of which, all 
their Indications are levelled at the Evacuati- 


on of the 'peccant Bile by repeated Purgati- 
on: And when all comes to all, we obſerve 


though a great deal of bilious Matter is eva- 
cuated, the Fever increaſes, and inſtead of a 
fimple one becomes double; nay, the double 
Fever turns Chronical, or at laſt Mortal. 


After reading the Obſervations made by 


the Galeniſts,' about two Centuries of Years 
ago, I cannot expreſs how ſenſibly I was af- 
fected with their ſupine Negligence,” when 1 
faw ſimple Tertians turned into annual Fe- 
vers, by the repeated Uſe of Preparatives and 
Purgatives, and abandoned by the Phy ficians 
as incurable. Nay, the ſame was the Fate ot the 
Quartan Fevers, and other Chronical Di- 


ſeaſes. However there aro two things that 
ſufficiently defeat the pretended Indication 


of Evacuating the Bile in Tertian Fevers! 


The firſt is the late Diſcovery of the Peruvian 


Bark, and other artificial Febri-Fugay which 


if ſeaſonably and prudently exhibitedzdo hyp 


pily diſpel all intermitting Fevers from any 


Cauſe whatſoever, without any Preparation : 
or Evacuation of the Humors. The ſecond 


is daily Experience, which proves, that inter- 
mitting Fevers are either duplicated or exaſ⸗ 


perated with grievous Symptoms, by the ex- 


hibiting of Purgatives in the Beginning; and 
that upon the frequent Repetition of theſe 


Purgatives, they become Chronical and Fa- 


tal. This Narrative of Tertian Fevers max 
ſerve as a Pattern for the Indications of other 
Diſeaſes, and a ſufficient Inſtance of the 
groſs Prejudices occaſioned by a n — 
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Te modern Practitioners n to 
avoid the Rocks of the Galeniſts, have ſplit 
upon greater themſelves; for not withſtand- 
ing they certainly knew, from the Example 
of the Galeniſts, that Phyſick divorced from 
=— Obſervation, may perhaps be poliſned and 
= Hheked into * can never grow or be 
1 improved: Vet, to humor the Genius of 
E this Age, they deduced the Cauſes of all Diſ- 
FF . eaſes from the giddy Notions of Alcali and 
Acid, and put their Indications, of Cure upon 
| the ſame Foot; contenting themſelves with 
2 bare univerſal or general ' Propoſition, as 
gs intirely ignorant what Acid produces 
* any Diſeaſe, or what Alcali removes it. The 
= Groundleſneſs of all their Opinions is mani» * 
3 feſt from daily Experience, which teaches us : 
that our Conſtitutions may. be injured by a 
thouſand things, and that every Diſeaſe de- 
pends upon a præternatural and peculiar Spe- 
cification of the Humors. So far are the Caules 
of Diſeaſes from being confined within the 
narrow Verge of four Humors, or that of an 
Alcali or an Acid. For there lies a juſt Charge 
againſt the bitter and 1 the re- 
* laxating and contracting, (to uſe the Lan: 
—_— guage of the methoclical Doctors) or the con- 
—_ * | . "2. 
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further, ſome: Difeaſes have no other Gauſe 
but the Alteration of the due and natural 
Texture or Configuration of the conſtituent 
Parts of hy Humor, produced either by an 
external Cauſe, or the internal Agitation og 
the ſtrugling Parts of that fluid or of the dx 
lid; by Vertue of which they acquire a ne- 
Motion, Figure and Poſition, and ſo become 
the Cauſe of Diſeaſes. And whatever is ca- 
pable to controul that præternatural Tex- 


ture, and retrieve the primitive Spring ot 1 


the Humors, whether it is hot or cold, acid 
or alcali, or poſſeſſed of oppoſite Virtues, or 
ad miniſtred outwardly or inwardly, 
may ſtill be aſſured that it Wi eflectuaſly 
remove ſuch Diſorders. Thus we find 
that in the Way of Practice}: — -ancd 
the ſame” Diſeaſe is equally». cured by 
contrary” Med'cines and Methods, or-by hat 
Remedies as well as cold. Thus accords 
to Henricus Heer, the Spaw-Waters, whic 
are well known to remove the Suppreſſiom ai 
the menſtrual Flux, are at the ſamestimm the: 
moſt” ſuccesſul Remedy for moderatingo th 
Exceſs of that Flux. All theſe Arguments : 
ot Experience are further Motives to induce 
us to believe that Nature is the beſt Plyficts ; 
an. And as good Aliment affords atone 
Matter for Life and for Death, ſo the ſume 
Motions of the Humors that gave the Dif- 
eaſe, do after repeated Circulation, prove thæ 
Authors and Guardians: of Health, unleſs 
their regular Courſe be diſturbed by the Diſ- 
orderly Methods of ſome Phyſicians. Now 
am upon this Subject, I cann't but acquaint” 
1 1 57 os he, that if any one had an Itch 


e ing 


e form n Kew Bctitious Syſtem, a 

make Med cines operate by imaginary — 
ties; he woutd be equally happy in Curing, 
and equally tee in Killing, with thoſe 
WhO go upon what they call more ſolid Hy- 
dthe! es: 2 ke tis not Hypotheſes, but 
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= 1 — CR Diſeaſes Fring Bens a . 
= // and: thereupon Muſtering up a difmal Train 
of Symptoms, are cured without any ſenſible 
. /Bvacuation ; ſuch are the Bite of a Viper, the 


i J | 1 Lo iolent Diſorders occafioned by the Smell of 
= .. 2 Shipor the Sea Air, and ſometimes reach- 
| ing the very Agony of Death, the diſmal - 


1 = - Diftempers occaſioned. by looking upon the 
1 Object of one's Hatred, the Diſeaſes ariſing 


= from paſſionate Commotions of the Mind, and 
= _- an innumerable Train of ſuch like Diſorders; 
fi  -— mwhichareproduced in the hyman Body, with- 


, E  * out the Ingreſs'or Egreſs of any viſible Mat- 


ter to foſter them, merely by the Impulſe of 
if . external Bodies, or a violent Sally of Imagi- 
nation. As many heavy Diſeaſes depend 
upon a triflling Cauſe, that ſometinies is in- 
1 and not introduc'd within the Body, 

— — many conſiderable Diſtempers are 


= . but by the Production of ſome new 
= Change in the Pofition, Texture, Figure, and 


\ 1 other Qualities of the Humors that gave the 
5 Diſeaſe - a Being. Such are the »Cures ot 


ed cines that perform the Dara and that 
not ſo much by any ſenſible Evacuation, as 
retrieving me 18 82 8567 A of the Flu- 


in-a Minute, not by any ſenfible Eva- 
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Quartan Fevers or other Diſeaſes accompliſh= 


* 
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of ſpecifick Remedies to the external P 


ed by a ſuddain Prightz by the Application 


without any ſenſible Evacuation, by the 
Change of the Air from one Climate to ano- 


ther, &c: Of this laſt ſort of Cure Thad a re- 


markable Inſtance lately; vix. A very good 


Friend of mine that never fail'd to have the 
Sciatica and the Piles, in the Neapolitan or 
adjacent Air, and after a vain Trial of Reme- 
dies, is cured almoſt in a Minute, by coming 
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into Campagnia d Rome, or to Nome it ſelf 


The Chineſe, and other Judian Phyſicians, 


cure Diſeaſes by burning with the Moxa and 


pricking with a Needle; nay, they cure In- 


termitting Fevers almoſt to a Miracle, only - 
by burning in the Ankle; Witneſs Will. Jen. 


rine in his Treatiſe de Arthritide. Alb this is 


more than ſufficient Evidence that our Con- 
ſtitution may be hurt a thouſand Ways, and 
that Diſeaſes are both produc'd and curd af- 


ter a wonderful Manner that's ſcarce perceiv- 


able by us: For as Hippocrates ſays, 6 Epi- 
dem. Nature finds Ways to it ſelf without 


Fore- thought, and does what's expedient 


without any Inſtruction. Upon the Whole, 


tis a very imprudent thing in a Phyſician to 


confine the Cauſes of every Diſeaſe to the 


four Humors, to an Alcali or an Aci. 
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Pliny ſays, We are ignorant of what we live 
upon; but to my Mind, we are leſs acquain- 
ted with that which makes us ſick: For the 

very firſt and immediate Minimum that pro- 
to 


duces Diſeaſes, is truly incomprehenſible 
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uns But now, fincewe are incompaſied with 
ſuch Difficulties, Whence can we draw our 
Indications of Cure? Why, I freely own 
that in ſuch Straits we can only have Re- 
eourſe to the Teſtimony of our Senſes; that 
is, after we have long and patiently obſerved 
how Nature demeans herſelf in the Produ- 
Ction of a Diſeaſe, as well as in the Concocti- 
on and Separation of the peccant Humor, 
ve may then eſtabliſh a Doctrine of Cure 
. macely calculated; to Nature's Footſteps, and 
fill keep in view the Remarks we have made 
upon the q 


_ that Reaſon of which Phyſicians boaſt ſo mach, 
muſt be ſabſervient to the Empiric Method; 
I mean the Empiric Way poliſhed by Lite- 
rature, fatigued by ſeveral Proceſſes of Ob- 
fervations, and put upon Action by the Di- 
rection of the Mind: For the Helps of The- 
ory do firſt raiſe,” and then fruſtrate our 
Hopes. Who can deny that after all the A- 
natomical and Phyfiological Inventions of this 
Age, we fall ſtill ſhort of the more ſolid In- 
Aaiͤications of Cure? And that Phyſicians are 
- now more divided upon the adjuſting of the 
morbifick Cauſes and Indications of Cure, 
Than they were before theſe Rumors of No- 
. welties were box'd about? The Practice 
therefore of Curing Diſeaſes, muſt be pro- 
moted by Practice it ſelf. This is confirmed 
by Dr. Sydenham, the moſt diligent Obſerva- 
tor we have had fince Hippocrates: Speaking 
dl the occult Cauſes of Fevers, he goes on 


tms Purpoſe; This I know from manifold Ober- 


dation, that the above-mentioned Species of Diſs - 

 - / - elſes, eſpecially the continual, are ſo very different 
den from another, that the ſame Method which cured 

oP] e 


Ju uantia and Ledentia. In this Point, 
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your Patients in the Beg 
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_. 'Tis by Vertue of this Obſexvation, that lam 
taught to abſtain from Purgatives and Diure- 
_ © ticks in the Beginning of acute Diſeaſes, and 


| 
that the feveriſn Blood is poſſeſs d of as much | 

| 

\ 


_ convenient, viz. thoſe of Sweat, Urine, Stool, 


of 
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to avoid Purges in the Beginning of Intermit- 
tingFevers: That I flight all the pompous Train 
of Remedies in the Cure of Fevers, and make 
it my whole Buſineſs to mind whether the 
febrile Fermentation is too dull and apt to } 
coagulate, or too ardent and diſpos'd to Diſſo- 
lution ; by which means the Conco&ion and 
Deſpumation of the peccant Matter will be 
thwarted: That I rouſe a dull Fermenta-” 7 
tion by ſpirituous and volatile Med'cines, and 
on the other hand when tis too high check 
it with fixing and moiſtening Ingredients: — / 
That I perſiſt in this Courſe till I am aflured 


Motion, as is requiſite for a ſeaſonable Deſ- 
pumation and Precipitation of the morbifick 
Matter, by ſuch Paflages as Nature finds 


c. 5 
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Tobſerve; 


vice to that purpoſe; but upon the Account 


that both my own” Experience, and that of 
the moſt famous Obſervators, has taught me, 
That upon the exhibiting of Purgatives in 
the Beginning, acute Diſeaſes are inflamed,and 
Untermitting Fevers turn preſently continu- 
Purges are repeated: For in the Courſe of 
Nature, I never ſaw a wholeſome Criſis in the 
Beginning of acute Fevers: And Hippocrates in 
Coac. ſays, Thoſe things which bring 4 Criſis muſt 
not appear immediately. In the laſt Place, I pur- 
ſue this Courſe becauſe Experience teaches 
me, That the Cure of Fevers is never more 


mortal as well as tedious if the 


Happily compaſſed, than by keepingthe Blood 


to its due Limits, ſo as to hinder it from be- 
ing either too active or too ſupine, theſe ps. 


the Cauſes that hinder the Concoction an 


Deſpumation of the morbifick Matter. Tis 


theſe Experiments, I ſay, that put me upon 
the taking of ſuch Indications in the above 
mentioned Diſeaſes. 8 = 
. 


1 


To contract the Mater into a narrow 
Compaſs, we muſt know that the Indications 
of Cure can't be derived from a ſurer Fund 
than from the Symptoms that rage moſt for 
the time, and are predominant above the 
reſt; for theſe are the moſt open and naked 
Marks of the Genius and Force of the Diſ- 
eaſe. But in the mean time, we muſt call 
to mind, that there are four things to be con- 


| ſidered 
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3208 The Pruclice of Phyſck. 
Tbeſe, I ſay, and ſuch other Meaſures 
1 obt ot becauſe Reaſon and Specula- 
tion built upon Hypotheſes has ſuggeſted Ad- 
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1-7 The Practice of Phyſiek. a 
dds in every Diſeaſe; namely, the Diſeaſe; / , 


it ſelf, the Cauſe of the Diſeaſe, the Symptoms, 

and the Meaſure of Strength; And indeed theses 
Phyſician ought to be ſo well acquainted with 

the Motions, Origin, Force, and other relative... 
Circumſtances of all theſe, that he ought, to 

make no poſitive Concluſion of the ladicationss 

till theſe four be attentively weighed and collas, - 
ted together, and Proviſion. be made for the: i 
moſt urging Symptom. I muſt ſay that no Man 4 

can be ſo expeditious and dextrous in detecting I 
= Indications of Cure, as. he who having the 
Benefit of a long Practice, has made repeated 
Obſervations upon the principal Genius of the 
Diſeaſe, and the various Ways of Invaſion ank | 
Declenfion ; eſpecially if he has employ'd him œ³E 
ſelf before-hand in the reading of the Authors 
that abound, with Precepts and Cautions, fuch.. | 
as thoſe I recommended above, If to all theſe 
Acquiſitions our Phyſician adds a fertile ane 
maſculine Soul, that's capable to diſplay ſome 
uncommon Force in detecting the antecedent, 
concomitant, and obſcure Motions of the Diſs. - 
eaſe, the Motions which range very wide and 
ſucceed one another; certainly this Man will. 


* / 


— 


make a ſolid Choice of Indications, 15 
| F) 


The Meaſures 1 have now laid donn atm 
chiefly conducive in thoſe Diſeaſes, in Which all 
Delays are pernicious, and in which the ſharps. 
ſighted Phyſician qualified with long Practice 
and equip'd with a ſufficient Knowledge of the - 
Vertues of Remedies, whether ſpecifick or com- 
mon, adjuſts ſeveral things very prudently, and 
quickly draws the Ne res of the Cure om 


* 


32% The Proflice of Phyſick. | 
the minuteſt Circumſtances; all which can 
 fearce be fathom'd by Thought, or expreſs'd 
by Words. On the contrary, in Chronical Diſ- 
_ eaſes, in which the Phenomena are more conſtant 
and long-liv'd, the moſt certain Source of Indi- 
_ cations is the Juvamia and Ledentia, and a juſt 
Explication of their Effects, taken chiefly from 
the Diſſection of thoſe who dye of the reſpeQ- 
ve Diſeaſes. Here, by way of Corollary, we 
may ſuggeſt the Reaſon why the moſt celebra- 
ted Practitioners, after the firſt View of ti 
PatiEnt and a ſerious Survey of the Symptoms 
and Condition of the Senſes, are capable to 
reach the Knowledge of ſuch Things as are al- 
moſt incomprehenſible, relating to the Diagno- 
Kicks, Prognoſticks, and Cure of Diſeaſes; and 


that by ſuch occult Ways, that if the Phyſici- 


an himſelf were put to it, he could not ſet forth 
that wonderful Quickneſs and Turn of Appre- 
Henfion and Judgment, that ſerves him in find- 
Ang out and adjuſting theſe. Things. For this 


| Reaſon I take the Method of Cure to be no- 


thing elſe but a practical, adequate, and ſaga- 
cious Judgment; that is to ſay, I am of the O- 
Pinion that the Springs of all theſe wonderful 
and occult Things riſe only from a conſummate 
Practice, by which a thouſand Differences of 


Things are ſet in a clear Light in a Minute, 


notwithſtanding that the ſigns of Diſeaſes uſe 
to be various, uncertain, and general. 
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1 being ſo great an Affinity betwixtz 
the Remedies and the Indications, We 
Mall never do any thing to the purpoſe in the 

Cure of Diſeaſes, till thoſe two are joyned in a 
cloſer Alliance, than has been hitherto allotted . 
them. But after all, notwithſtanding that In- 

dications without Remedies, and Remedies 

without Indications, are lame Things; yet, to 
ſpeak the Truth, tis only the Remedies that 
perform the Cure: And though theſe Reme- 


dies may ſeem to be given without an Indica- 


tion, yet the Event gives us ſufficient Intelli- 
gence of the true Indication. This is manifeſt 
in the Practice of the Empiricks, wha deſpiſing 
the Methods and Indications of the Rationaliſts, 
cure a great many Diſeaſes by the Uſe of ſpe- 
cifick Remedies, as they call em. For a ies - 
eond Proof, let's confider that Remedies are 
as ſucceſsful when exhibited by the Ignorant, 
upon a true and ſometimes a falſe. Indication, 
as when given by the Skilful: And on the oz 
ther hand, Indications without Remedies give 
no manner of Relief. Tis plain therefore that 
fola Re media ſanant, the only Thing that cures 
is the Remedies: Upon which Conſideration, 
we muſt own that ous Profeiſion wants a Hi- 


pleaſant Luxuriancy of Thought, but by hard 
labour and aged Qbſeryation ; ſuch Remedies - 
28 are gogſtant, fortified with the Method of 
| %%%. _ "I 
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_ Preſcription, and calculated to every Diſeaſe 
5 } In a ſpecifick and almoſt infallible Way. Such 


*. 


* 


ſentery, Mercury and Sarſaparilla in the Pox, 
the Jovial Salt or Bezoardick in the Hyſterick 
Illneſs; the T incture of Amber extracted with 
Cinnamon-Water, and qualified with a ſmall 


Quantity of the Syrup of Cinnamon, in Pains 


8 


— 


'L 
C 


"4 - are, the Jeſuits Bark in Agues, Whey in a Dy- 

2 

4 mackan the Yellow-Jaundice; and the like. 
15 557 


The ſame Meafures the Hiftorian obſerves in 
Uluſtrating the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, | Cauſes, 
Symptoms,” and Indications; the ſame Mea- 
fares, I ſay, muſt be obſerved in this Hiſtory 

of Remedies: In going about which, we muſt 
conſult the Oracles of the Senſes, -and the Ob- 
ſervations made upon the Juvantia or Ledentia, 

or the Event of Remedies;. and draw from 

- thence Cautions and ftanding Precepts, relating 

to the Uſe, Quantity, Time, and other Con- 


— 


the Blood, will give me but little Light in the 


/ 7. Courſe of Practice; unleſs I be likewiſe inform- 


ed by Authors what Method, Cautions, and 
Precepts, TI ought to obſerve in preſcribing it; 


© and be adviſed, for Inſtance, that *tis ſafer to 
give Milk in Spring and Autumn, than in Sum- 
mier, in which ſeaſon its Whey is of good Uſe; 
that during the Uſe of Milk, Wine and acid 
I Things muſt be avoided; that Milk is not pro- 


per while the firſt Paſſages are crouded with 


acid Humors; that it ought not to be exhibited 


in a Looſeneſs, occaſion'd by the Crudity Nig 
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after Child-Birth; the acid Spirit of Sal Armo- 


ditions of Remedies. To tell me that Milk is. 
- a ſpecifick Remedy to correct the Acrimony of 
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very learned Man; that upon taking large 


Quantities of Milk, and avoiding all other 
Food, for about twenty Days, Was ſeiz d wit 
a diſmal Diſtortion of his Mouth accompany?d 

with A painful Diſtention of the Mufcles | 
of the Neck, and almoſt! the>:wwhole -:Buz 


dy. I- tryed ſeveral ſorts of Remedies; anf : 


recover'd him in two Months Time | Milk is 
an Enemy to the Head and the Nerwes, tis 
friendly to the Breaft, and raiſes Wind in the 


Abdomen. To prevent the ſouring bf Milk in 


the Stomach, you ought to mix Sugar or H 


ney with it; and if it does turn ſoure you mult 


not preſently; reject the Uſe of it, but jexhibig 
teſtaceous Powders for tWo Days, to abſorb the 
Acid, and then return to Milk; and if after 
all it ſtill ſourgs or curdles, you muſt inter- lac 
it with teſtaceous Powders no and then. Af 
ter the Taking of Milk you ought to ſit ſtill or 
walk very gently, taking care to avoid Sleep, 
and the immoderate Labour either of the Bod x 
or Mind; for by ſuch Means it riſes in a cruds 
State to the Head, and diſpoſes it to divers Diſs © 
eaſes. Theſe and other beta Jos ought to 
know, before you exhibit Milk; Cautions'that 
Practitioners found out, not by racking their 
Brains, but by a long Obſervation of the Events 
of Remedies: He who ſets about the Uſe a 
Milk without ſuch cautionary Inſtructions, 1d 


equally criminal with thoſe who chooſe to wal : 


in the Dark without ſtriking 3 Light or stays 
V 85 e N 
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we; have aid of Mile muſt be Applied 


Iicky Accidents that fall out, are owing not ſo 
vuchto the Quality of the Remedy, as to a falſe 
Indication, or the Defect of Cautions and Pre- 
cefits relating to the uſe of it. In Fine, the beſt 

- Remediesconfirm'd by the beſt Cautions, are all 
mn all in the Cure of Diſeaſes; and hence it comes 

ro pafs that ſometimes Men of Ordinary Learn- 
ing, and een Quacks will bafffe the oſtentative 


Remedy or ſome ſolid Caution. Purgatives are 
the Conquerers of many Diſeaſes; but the im- 
prudent Vſe of em in the beginning of acute 

em in Agues, is 


_/ enthe 15th day, and ſo turned Hectick. Now, 1 | 


/ teayeittothe:Judgment of the Wiſe, whether 
4 dhe Blood thus voided: was not an Argument 
that he ought to have been Blooded and not 
Niurged in the beginning. In June 1695. A Wo- 
wma at Rome of 40 Years of Age, that had been 
Mofa flow Fever and a Scirrhus in the Stomach 
| Aforx Year and: athalf, fell into a Dropſy upon 
qe uſe of Steel that an old Phyfician had pre- 
' / Fetibed, and dyed in a Month's time. | For 

| Jome days before her Death ſhe had ſuch a 


Frrangling in the Throat and Gullet that ſhe 
3. BOT thought 


o all other Remedlies: for the innumerable un- 


Ratibnaliſt, only by Vertue of ſome approv'd | 


of damage done to fick Perſons, by the uſe. of - | 
Remedies not guarded with due Cautions and 


Precepts, as that of Steel in Scirrhus's oft 


— 


— — 5 


Ventricle and perhaps of the other. parts, and of — 


— 


Purgatives in the beginning of ardent Fevers. 
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I intimated above that every Diſeaſe depends 


upon a Specifick and peculiar Exaltation of the 


Humors, or elſe upon the Exaltation or Specifica- 
tion of the principal Diſeaſe, to which it retains; 


and that all theſe Specifications of the Humours 


are ſubject to nature's Laws like the other Sublu- 


nary Bodies. But I muſt confeſs 1 am at a loſs to 
tell you wherein conſiſts that Specification or mi- 


nute Mixtureof the morfibick parts, that exalts 


every Diſeaſe to its reſpective Species. Lis pol- 


ſihle the ſucceſſion ot Ages may make ſuch 


à Diſcovery, if 10 be that the Wiſer Practitioners 


apply their Meditations to Practical things, 


and are not ſo over fond of Theory as to ne- 


glect Practice. In the mean tine, tis a certain 


truth that both Chronical and Acute Diſeaſes 


will be happily conquered by that Man, that 


either by chance 00 a long thread of Practice, 


lights upon a Remedy that's able to ſtifle and 


ſink the Species of the Diſeaſe. And for a juſt 


explication of this matter, there's no occafi- 


on to call in the firſt or ſecond Qualities, as ſome 
8 . | Y 4 | | have 83 


* 


r 


po Irene; va = that the Eſſence *f the 
Diſeaſe does not conſiſt in ſuch Qualities, we 
ſee frequently that ſeveral Diſeaſes are ſcarce 
moved by the exhibiting of Remedies, whether | 
Hot br cold, or moiſt, or of the other Qualities ; 
_  " Uinlefs we light at laſt upon a Remedy that 
__  Ehi6aks the Diſtemper ſpecifically. Hence it comes 
g 8 pals that many diſeales, commonly call'd Hut, 
a fe cured by hot Remedies, cold Diſeaſes: by 
old Remeclies, and ſo on; nay, that ſome Dif- 
eaſes are Cured by Remedies that according to 
© - our way of thinking are intirely contrary to Hu- 
= | man Nature. Thus we ſee a great many Sick 
© © People Cured by the greateſt Errours in the 
—_ : -- Jar 86 Eating and Drinking, or by the uſe of 
—_ ch Remedies as are directly oppolite to their 
= Nature. We conelude therefore; that all theſe 
= Things proceed from the abovementioned! Spe- 
4 | . *Eification of the Humours; and not from Qua- 
| k 5 hp OE e one <0 another. 2 
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chiefly to fall upon Chronical Diſeaſes; for con- 
Dering that theſe depend upon an Indigeſtion 
and Grofineſs of the ' Humours, and that in 
duch Caſes the Solid Parts are more frequently 
Kulty than the Fluid, Nature born down with 
the long duration of the Illneſs, cannot accom- 
liſh che Concockion and Depuration of the 
Mlorbifick Matter, without a Remedy be Ex- 
Hibited- that -jpeedily Extinguiſhes the Mor- 
bifick Species, ol Nature be corroborated” by Spi- 
5 Reſtoratives and Bitteriſh Med cines, 
10 as to beexhilarated and inabled to ſhake off 

| * morbifick Toak. e WT ae | 


143. pes © os „ havs 
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have obſerved in the Courſe of my Practice; ; 
that the Modern way of Preſcribing Spirituous 
Volatile and Active Remedies is very ſervice- 

able in Chronical, and highly Prejudicial in A- 


cute Diſeaſes: For the fermentations of the lat - 


ter being quick and over active, without any, 


diſorder in the ſolid Parts, Nature either of 
its own accord, or prudently aſſiſted by Art, 


Performs the -e and Deſpumation of 


the morbifick Matter, with ſufficient quick 


neſs, and ſinks the Species of the Diſeaſe by 
due Evacuations. But if Acute Diſeaſes de- 
rive their Origin from the occult Qualities of 


the Air, or a hange of Weather; there is no 


ſurer way of looking for Remedies to ſtiffle that 
new Species, than the diligent and 8 
obſervation of what gives Eaſe and hat Exaſ- 
perates: 'Accordingly we ſee ſome Remedies 7 

gy we are hurtful in the 
ſame Epidemical Diſeaſes that en in ano · — 


that cure Epidemical 


t 4 
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Now! that a ki of Apt Diſeaſes; 1 


muſt take Notice by the bye of the Grand Miſ- 
take of thoſe, Who throw in ſuch a Crowd of 


Med' cines upon Acute and Inffammatory Dif- 


eaſes; til} Nature not knowing where to turn 
her ſelf, and variouſſy toſſed, what with the 


violence of the Diſeaſe, and the load of Me- 
dicines, is forc'd at laſt to . way and ſink 


under the Burden. Inde 


cur'd of them 


N and. "By Country 


* 1 


tis no wonder 
that ſuch is the Conſequence, for acute Di- 
ſeaſes, 3 acute Fevers, axe frequently 
elves, as in the caſe of the 
People,; by ere po 
thay 4 
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Humours which caiſed the Fever, diſpoſes them 
to a Precipitation of the Morbifick Matter at 


the ſet time of concoction; and this Precipi- 
tation being the Work of Nature, its Regular 


Motions ought not to be Perplexed, and 


"Thwarted by ſuch a Frequent or Immethodi- 


cal Adminiſtration of Med'cines;. or if it is, 


neither does the Fever leflen, nor the Criſis 

ſucceed at the appointed time, . but the Pati- 
ent ſtruggling with a doubtful Caſe, either dies 
or falls into Chronical Diſeaſes. 
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Pratctitioners lye under Great Prejudices, as 
to the uſe of Remedies, in Acute and Chro- 
nical Diſeaſes; ſome of which I ſhall now hint 

at. A great many uſe that long Train of Re- 


medies, upon this Conſideration, that among 


ſo many one will certainly be found that's 
capable to diſpel the Diſeaſe. But how ſtu- 
pid is this Plea? Ican't forbear ſaying upon this 


' Head, what Appius Cecus told the People of 
Rome when | they were thinking to clap up a 


Peace with Pyrrhus; I have bore, ſays he, with 
great deal: of Patience my Blinaneſs for ſeveral Years; 
bat nom I wiſh I were likewiſe Deaf, that 1 might not 


| hear ſuch baſe Horions, &c Some make Specious, 


but Fallacious, Degreegivf:Med'cines, calling 
dome great, others ſlight; and begin at fir 
with what they falſly take to: be the ſlighter 
ſort, riſing by degrees to the Greater, if the 
Diſeaſe dos not give way. With this View, they 
preſcribe, eſpecially in dangerous Caſes, firſt of 


wa 91 then Bleeding,” or e contra; then 


. "II 4 
e in 
* e * 


Glyſters and exhibit Syrups, am 


* 
F F 
; / 


Sugar, he grew worſe, and his Belly wasditend- 
of theſe Symptoms, I Prefcrib'd Aptritives o 


the depurated Juices of Succory, Borrage, and 
Sow-Thiſtle, the repeated uſe of which reco- 
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continue to repeat all in à Cirele as łWere ii 


they obſerve that the Diſeaſe! either. dos 
not decline or grows worſe; upon which the 
have Recourſe to their grEat Remedies, name- 

ly, large Bliſtering Plaiſters, Scariſications, Hoe 
inflaming Applications, ſtronger Purgatives, and 


a great many ſuch things; And if theſe do not 0 } | 


compaſs the End, they come at laſt to wait tor 
the Cxiſis, and are not aſham'd to ;Expe& a 
Criſis from Nature, after they have tortur d 


plex d her with ſuch à contrary Methods - 
5 ; | 1 5 1 C f 237185 . 5 
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| The Forms of Preſcription muſt be vary d 
Purſuant to the Variety of the Conſtitution, 
the Habit of the Body, Age, Country, Ante- 
cedent Cauſes, Gr. Aperient Med'cines, for 
Inſtance, are of general uſe againſt all Obſtru- 
ctions; but the way of Exhibiting muſt be di- 
n tothe variety of Circumſtan- 
ces; for a Liquid Form agrees beft with ſome a 7 
Solid Form with others, Ge. I tended lately at 7 3 
Rome, a meagre thin Man, that after a Double 
Tertian was mightily troubled with a ſlom fort Pd = 


* 


of Fever and ſwellings in his Neck. His Tongue 


was Slimy, his Belly Coftive, his Urine high co- I a 


lour'd, with Watchings, &. Upon taking a Cache- 
ctick Powder of SulphuratedSteel;Cinaamonand * 


ed with Wind. Upon a mature cbnfideratioen 


55 


ver'd him perfectly. On the contrary,lpreſcrib'd 


the fame Juices to another Patient, that was i 


> likes 


* 


— 
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cs 
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likewiſe Lean and Meagre, and tho} they car- 
try d off his Lingring Fever, yet the continued 
uſe of them threw him into prodigious Night- 
| Sweats, Which at laſt he got clear of by diſ- 
continuing the uſe of the 0 „ 
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is in vain to ſtrut and ſpurn in Defiance of 
the Power of Death, or to repulſe the Violence 
of Diſeaſes with the Awe of Diſputes. Sola Re- 
media Sanant: Wherever the Science is weak, tis 
only Remedies that keep up its Majeſty and 
Weight. I take it, therefore, nothing can be 
more conducive to the Health of Mankind, 
than Phyſicians their app'ying themſelves to 
make daily Diſcoveries of new Remedies, or 
guard more effectually theſe we know already, 
_ with-ſolid Precepts built upon Obſervation. A 
Phthiſick ariſing from an Ulcer in the Lungs, is 
commonly branded as incurable, upon the 
Plea that the Ulcer is internal and occult, and 
cde—̃annot be cleanſed like other external Ulcers. 
But why do they not make it their Buſineſs ta 
find out the true Situation of the Ulcer, and 
make an Incifion accordingly between the Ribs, 
to the end that proper Remedies may be con- 
3 vey'd to it? For my Part, I know na Reaſon 
why that ſhould lie negle&ed. About ſeven 
Fears ago, when I was at Padua, a Man receiv- 
ed a Wound in the right ſide of his Breaſt that 
reached to the Lungs; and impley ing an able 
} Surgeon, had an Incifion made between the 
'/ Ribs to the Length of ſix Fingers Breadth, in 
Onder to diſcover the Situation of the Wound 
in the Lungs; which was perfectly cured in 2 
Months time with Vulnerary's apply ene ; 
SH. > %%% ee 
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Tents and with Syringing. Now Practitioners 
ought to uſe the ſame Piece of Diligence in 
Curing a phthifical Ulcer in the Lungs, leſt the 

Scroll of incurable Diſeaſes ſhould grow too 
long, to the infinite Diſgrace of the Profeſſion. 
Believe me, Gentlemen, aſſiduous Thought and 
Uſe improves and whets the Mind; but Sloth 
and Deſpair break its Edgmmeeme. 


Ke-: 


If in any Caſe, certainly in the Practice of 


Phyfick we ought -to know much and do but 
little, eſpecially in Curing very acute or compli- . 


cated Diſeaſes; and to ſtifle that fatal Preju- 
dice of ſome Patients, who fancy that Diſeaſes 
are never well cured but by great and nume- 
rous Remedies, and either deſpiſe or diſtruſt 
_ imple and cheap Preſcriptions. Oh! the Igno- 
rance of the Vulgar! How many Men worn 
out with the long Tyranny of Diſeaſes, and the 
fruſtraneous Uſe of Remedies, have at laſt, by 
committing themſelves to Nature, quickly re- 
cover'd a healthy Countenance and a free Re- 
ſpiration? How many have been cured b 


Negligence or Indulgency, who had otherwiſe 2 


fallen a Sacrifice to the Hands of the Learned ? 
Hiſtory is Evidence of the firm Health of the 
firſt Inhabitants of the World, who neither con- 
ſulted nor courted the Profeſſors of our Art. 
Let me therefore conjure at once the ignorant 
Vulgar and the forward Phyſician, to contra 
_ theſe Forms of Remedies; for oftentimes the 
Repoſe of the Bed, Retiring from Buſineſs, and 
even angAbſtinence from Remedies cuts the Si- 
news of the Diſtemper, that the fruſtraneous 
Uſe of Remedies would have inflamed. 


XI. | 


DODiour Hiſtorian's remaining Task is to inquire, 4 
= how the Remedies operate upon us: But in 
regard this is a very deep Point, and lies at the 
remoteſt Diſtance from the Senſes, tis the Bu- 
ſineſs not of one Man, but of a whole Society 


of Phyſicians: For to illuſtrate that Subject, 
= there's a neceſſity of taking in many things from 
—_ Chymiſtry, from the Mechanicks, from Anato+ a 
= my, the Principles of natural and experimental c 
3 - Philoſophy, &c. IT own indeed that upon the & 
= repeated Meditation and Experience of Phyſi- _ < 

eians, the Effects of ſome Remedies are at this Ec 
Day better known to us, than they were in A 
= former Times to the Ancients: And tis to be | 


= wih d we could ſay the fame of all. But ſuch 
z is the Difficulty of this Enquiry, that Nature 
does with Remedies, what a Fellow in a Ditch 
does with a Board that's reach'd him by his 
Companions; for in order to get out, he lays 
the Board ſometimes to the Right, ſometimes 
to the Left; one while he lays it under his Feet, 
and another while ſets it againſt the Wall, 
and fo chops and ſhifts about till he gets out. 
When we exhibit a Remedy, Nature does ſo 
turn it about, as to make uſe of it ſometimes. 
in raiſing drooping Fermentations, in ſeparat- 
ing the nocive, depreſſing the volatile, and diſ- 
entangling the tenacious Humors; and thus by 
a ſecret Art beſt known to its ſelf, it diſpoſes 
the Remedy ſo as to anſwer its various Indica» 
$W8S- . Be 3 
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' A Mong the other Abuſes that have crept 
into Phyſick within theſe few Years, we 
can't but take notice of the Derifion of Criſis, 
of Critical Days, of the Motion of Diſeaſes by odd 
or even Days, and ſuch other Obſervations as 
were made by the ancient Family of Phyfick, 
to the unſpeakable Benefit of Mankind. Now 
there are two Things that tempt our Upſtarts |. 
to contemn this Sedulity of the Ancients. One 
is the Prepoſſeſſion occaſion'd by the Books that 
come out now adays in ſhoals in Oppoſition to 
the Wiſdom of the Ancients. The Mind of 
the Reader being once tainted with that Lea- 
ven, takes all the ancient Poſitions to be falſe; - 
or out of Complaiſance to the Genius of the 
Age, derides em moft filthily. The ſecond is 
the common Way of Curing Fevers, which be- 
ing ſpeculative, fallacious, and various in Pur- 1 
ſuance of the Variety of Hypotheſes, cant but 
oppoſe or diſturb the Motions of Nature in the 
Production of a Criſes ; and ſo the critical Moti- 
ons of Nature not anſwering Expectation, the 
whole Doctrine is branded for an idle Whi m. 
But to ſpeak to the Purpoſe, and to retrieve the 
ancient Splendor of this Doctrine, which is the 2? 
chief Foundation of the Cure of Fevers: The 
Deriders themſelves acknowledge that the Blooõe 
3a fermenting Liquor, and when feveriſh, or "I 
jo bother wiſe 
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Fruit, each of which comes to their Maturation 


in a determin'd Number of Days; and tis in 

vain to offer any Artifice to make Fruit, or o- Ti 

thet᷑ fermentable Liquors, accompliſh their Ma- {01 
turation before the ſet Time of Nature; for RC 

ſuch Violence makes em corrupt, rather than Ml *' 
Since the feveriſh Blood agrees with other [5 
| fermenting Liquors in ſeveral Circumſtances, I n. 
ſee no Reaſon it ſhould not likewiſe agree in, po 
performing the Depuration and Concoction of Wl i" 
the peccant Matter in a ſet Interval of Days tl 

or Months: Eſpecially confidering that Hippo- C 
'crates and Experience are Evidence that ſimple d 
Tertians go off of themſelves in ſeven Rounds, Il 

an Ephemera in 24 Hours, a Snocha in four Days, 80 
the particular Fits of Fevers in a ſet Meaſure tl 


of Hours, and ſo on. Nay, ſo conftant is the R 
Order of Nature in accompliſhing the Conco- 0 

tion and Depuration of the peccant Humors 8 
in a ſet meaſure of Time, that ſome Fevers 5 
hold out againſt all Med' cines whatſoever, till * 
Ae time as the Space alloteed- by Nature for 1 


- 
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che Deſpumation is over; nay; the unſeaſona- 


end indiferect. Exhibition ok Purges, Fobri= , 
fuga, &:c. not only exaſperates. or duplicates / - 


Death, by Vertue of the great Confuſion and 
Hucricane it octaſions in the Humors in thwart= 
| ing the regular Motions of Nature. This, Re- 
mark L haye, made frequently in acute and In- 
termitting Fevers. . 1 


me Diſeaſe, but likewiſe paves the Way to 
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This Purgation of the feveriſh. Blood at a . 1 


* 


Time, is called a Criſes, as being a ſolemn Ef- 


: fort of Nature, by which, after paſſing tine 
5 Rounds of Crudity and Ebullition, the peccanunt 
Matter is expell'd. In the. Country, and where: 

_ Wl Phyſicians are not employ'd, we meet with a 4 
pleaſurable Inſtruction in ſeeing theſe Criſes or © © 
Deſpumations of the peccant Matter, perform'd _ _ PE V 
by the Way of Sweating, of a Looſneſs, E 
Vrine, and ſuch other natural Ways, and fi: 

| niſh'd with a regular and orderly Motion. Hip- 
pocrates, and his Country-Men the Grecians, be- 
ing aware of all this, did {o. religiouſly obſerve” 

theſe Motions of Purging Nature, that in the. 

Cure of Fevers they preſcrib'd but few Reme- 

dies, for fear the unſeaſonable Uſe of em 

ſhould diſturb the Government of the internal 

Soveraign. In the Cure of Fevers, particular 

thoſe call'd acute, Hippocrates us d but very few 

Remedies; and abating for » gentle Vomit, 

Glyſters, or the like, which he was forc'd to 

give in the Beginning, he us'd nothing in the 
Progreſs of the Diſeaſe, but only a Ptiſane va» | 

xioully contriv'd according to the Genius of the 

Diſeaſe ; and leaving * reſt to Nature, en- 


pected 
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ds it appears from his Book de Dieta acut. 


is no Wonder that Criſis's do not ſucceed 


now adays either fo frequently or ſo perfect- 


Iy, as they did of old in Greece; ſince Phyſici- 


ans either not knowing or diſproving the Gre- 


cian Meaſures, murder their Patients, in a man- 
ner, by preſcribing from the Beginning to the 
Declenſion of the Diſeaſe Purgatives, Diapho- 
reticks, Bleeding, and ſpirituous Remedies; and 
acting both imprudently and unſeaſonably in 


their other Meaſures; inſomuch that the Hu- 
mours thus diſtracted by the divers ſeditious 


Motions of Remedies, can't poſſibly compaſs 2 
erxitical Deſpumation at the Time appointed; 
but being toſs'd in eternal Confuſion, ter mi- 
nate in præternatural Tranſlations inſtead of a 
perfect Criſis; ſo that the Rules handed down 
tous by the Ancients, with reference to Criſis's, 


| S 1 \ Critical Days, and the other Motions of Na- 


ture, are not obſerv'd in the Courſe of Fevers. 
But tis alledg'd that evacuating Med'cines 
are neceflary in' the Beginning, to the end that 
part of the peccant Matter being thus carry'd 

off, the Diſeaſe may be thereby weakned, and 
Nature may apply it ſelf more ſtrenuouſly to 

the Concoction of the reſt. This Obſervation 
goes againſt Experience, in regard that Evacu- 
ations per form'd in the Beginning, and while 
the Diſeaſe is yet crude, are frequently ſuſ- 


pected and dangerous, and are unconcluding 


Crifis's, as Hippocrates ſays; for they are ſo far 
from impairing either the Diſeaſe or its Symp- 
| Toms; that they ſerve to exaſperate em; it be- 
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pettedl a Cui with Patience and Watehfulneſs ; 
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ing not the due Separation of Nature, but ti 
Force of Irritation that gives riſe to the Evacu= 
ation. Since Nature therefore never moves 
crude Matter in the Beginning of Diſeaſes, or 
while it is yet blended with good Juices, doubt= 
leſs ſuch an Attempt is very unbecoming in 
Art, the Interpreter and Miniſter of Nature. 
When any Phyſician either thro? Ignorance, or 


- 


F 


from Spite to an oppoſite Sect, makes ſuch an 


Attempt, the ſtronger the Purgatives, Diapho- 
reticks, or other Med'cines are, the greater 
Confuſion will inſtie in the Humors; and for 
that Reaſon, ſuch Med'cines will make but a * 
ſmall Evacuation; or if it be large, *twill tend 
to the Detriment of the Patient by inflaming 
the Symptoms, and either prolonging or adds _ 
ing a mortal Sting to the Diſtemper. On the 
other hand, if the ſame Med'cines are given. 


tho' in a ſmall Quantity, towards the End of 


9 3 
„ 


the Concoction, they make not enly a copious 


Evacuation, but ſuch as pacifies the Symptoms, 


and eaſes the Patient. But after all, I muſt 


confeſs there are ſome Fevers in which the pec- 


cant Matter ought to be expell'd by Sweating, / 


or other more natural Ways, without ſtaying 
for a Concoction; by reaſon of a concomitant © / 


| Malignity that diſpoſes the Blood to a fatal Co- 


agulation, and accelerates Death by ftaying © : 


longer in the Humors; or by reaſon of their 


being produc'd by bad Food, or ſuch other Cau- 
ſes. In this Claſs we reckon your epidemical, 
contagious, and malignant Fevers; in which _ 
all Delays are pernicious, upon the account 
that they are wont to carry off the Patient very 
ſpeedily. Some will tell you that Purgatives 
are neceſſary in the Beginning, in order to diſ- 
lodge the Crudities * the ſirft Paſſages amaſs d 
A 35 f 4 . 
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, by over-feedir g, and furniſhing Matter for 


'Med*'cines, an 


7 Te Pradlice of- 


' Diſeaſe to work upon. But be it known to 


7 theſe Gentlemen, that the Crudities of the ſirſt 
' Paſtlages ga of their own accord, or rather 
are Bee end 7 the exhibiting of ſtomachick 

* ſuch as whet and corroborate | 
/ the digeſtive Force of the Ferments; and not 
by the imprudent Uſe of Catharticks, which 
© Eonyey them more effectually into the Maſs of 


1/5 


Blood, and either heighthen or feed the Di- 


ſtemper: So that even in this Caſe, Purgatives 


ue er in the Nesinding. 


. 3 
; - * V 
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Tho- the order of Nature in e about 


* Effects of Things is conſtant and perpe- 


tual, yet it uſes to be ſo thwarted by Oppo- 


tion, that its Method varies in Purſuance of 


the Variety of the Obſtacles it meets with, 
This Truth is verify'd to a ſignal Degree, in 
the Caſe of Criſs's; for in travelling over Jrah 
and Dalmatia, and making cloſe Remarks upon 


this Head, I learn'd that tho? Ok, s are the 


conſtant Motions of Nature, yet they vary in 


| Proportiton to the Variety ofthe Method of Cure, 


the Seaſon of the Year, the Country, Way of 
Living, Conftitution and Age of the Patients, 


Cc. In Winter both the Chilneſs of the 


Air, and the Uſe of grofler Food, have that 


Influence upon the vital Juices of the Body, 


that in that Seaſon they arè ſome what ropy and 
unqualify'd for quick Motion; the Maſs of 
Blood being at the ſame Time crowded with 
Impurities, by reaſon of a ſcanty Tranſpirati- 


on. Now, the Fevers which happen in this 


PE of fhe Year, and * the Blood is thus 


ee d, 


TE 


| Recourſe to Med'ꝰ cines that have ſome Heat in 


healthful Criſts made by Sweat, Urine, or Stool; 


Bleeding, (if there be occaſion) a thin Diet, 


A W a Kt Interval of Time for 7 ; 
accompliſhing the Deſpumation of a perfe& * 
Criſis, nay, the above mention d Crowd of gross 


and heterogeneous Particles, puts the Humors "© 


into a mighty Confuſion ; inſomuch, that they 
can hardly reach the regular Deſpumstions . 
Nature. In that Seaſon Fevers are likewiſe” 7 
leſs acute, and leſs ready for a ſpeedy Deſpu- 


mation, than they are in Summer. For RRE ũ 25 


ſame Reaſon we find, that in che fenny ane | 
northern Countries perfect Crifis's are ſeldom 
met with; according to the Atteſtation of the 


Germans , "and of the Phyſicians of other vids. 41 \ 


Countries. Now, in ſuch Caſes, we muſt have 7 A 


em; to digeſtive and corroborating M ed'cines,”- : 
which exhilarate Nature ſo as to excite ſuch 4 
Motion in the Blood, as is requiſite for going = 
thrg? the Depuration perfectly and at the ſept 1 , 
Time. In Spring and Summer we find that thæ "A 1 
Poor and the Country People, whO ſeldom Trou - 
bl Phy ficians, are cured in a fe Days of acute 
and inflammatory Diſeaſes by Verkue f + 


d that without any other Remedies but 2 


d diluting Ingredients, calculated to the 
leighth of the Diſtemper. For the elaſtick 
orce of the Air, and conſequently the inſen⸗ 

fible Tranſpiration being increas'd in Spring and 
zummer, the Humors are thereby render d 
nore nimble and pure; ſo that the morbifck 
Droſs that's Fevdel and boil'd up with them, 
is ſooner diſengag d, eoncocted, and expell d 
by fubſequent Crifiss. The ſame Parallel will 
hold between hot and cold Countries, a hot 
youthful Conſtitution and a moiſt aged Tem: 
en GC. 23 
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For the ſame Reaſc Criſis 
vor the lame KRealons, the Urins s Were re- 


Air of thoſe Countries lying to the Eaſt⸗- 


VAT and being. very pure and thin, not only 
the 


Vines and the other Fruits of the Earth 


dome to a ſpeedy Maturation, but even the 


Maſs of Blood, untainted with groſs and im- 


pure Particles from the Air, and poſſeſs'd of a 


notable Agility and Purity, is ſooner clear'd. 


/ bythe. natural.Criſis's of the morbifick Parti- 


cles. that, xaiſe it to a febrile Efferveſcence, than 
it could be in a groſs, marſhy, and cold Air: 


S8o that the Heat of the Climate, and Seaſon 
of che Vear, and the Thinneſs and Purity of 


the Air, are an Argument of quick and per- 


- fe& Criſis's in acute Diſeaſes: But all theſe 


Advantages will be of no Uſe, unleſs we fol- 


loy the Method of Hippocrates; who being 


taught by long Experience that Nature is the 


beſt Curer of Diſeaſes, eſpecially. ſuch as are a- 


cute, preſcrib'd but very few. Remedies in the 

ginning of ſuch Diſorders; and when the 
Diftemper tended towards the Heighth, laid: 
all Remedies afide- (provided the Genius and 
Malignity of the Diſeaſe allow d Au and leav- 


uig all to Nature, waited ſecurely for a Criſis“ 
But our modern PraQtitioners, either forget“ 
ting or contemning ſuch. Precepts, not only fa- 
+ tigue the Patient with repeated Forms of Reme=! 


clies during the whole Period of the febrile Ac 


cenſion, but turu the. Diſeaſe, that of it ſelf is 
| Hvourable and mild, into a chronical and mor- 


tal Ulneſs. 
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the Meaſures of Modeſty, that I have often- 


Bleeding, and a thin Diet, with a prudent and 


other Viſcera, and ſuch like Symptoms do re- 
quire it. I obſerve the ſame Method in the o- 


_ Heighth, I look on with Attention, and leave 
ing the concocted and divorc'd peccant Hu- # a 


ſeeing the febrile Fits ſucceed by gentle and 


_ toms, or the unſeaſonable Commotions of Re- 


— +: 


_ Courſe of the Crifis's or Depurations of each 
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I may ſafely ſay, without infringing upon 7 Y 


times cur'd inflammatory Fevers , eſpecially ß 
thoſe which accompany the Small-Pox , by- 


ſeaſonable Uſe of diluting Med'cines: Anek 
when I purſued this Method, I never had a Paw -—_, 7 
tient ill of the Small-Pox that dy'd under mp m/ 
Hands. In mentioning Bleeding as part of the _ | 
Cure of the Small-Pox, Lonly.meant that I uſe _ 
it when the over-bearing Heat of the Fever, -— 
the Impulſe of the Humors upon the Head, or 


ther continual. and acute Diſeaſes; for in the _ | 
Beginning of ſuch Diſorders, I preſcribe ſuch 
Remedies as are ſufficient to keep the boiling : 3 
Blood within the due Bounds of Fermentation: 4 
But when "the Diſeaſe moves towards te 


the reſt to Nature, depending upon it for Ad- 
vice, as to what Courſe I muſt ſteer in expell- 


mour. You cann't imagine what Pleaſure IJ; L 
have had, after the Purſuit of this Method, in # * 


friendly Turns, and run their Rounds in the  } 
appointed Order of Nature; in ſeeing the fe-. 
veriſh Ebullition earried on in a natural Or- 
der without the Perplexity of furious Symps +» 


medies; in ſeeing the regular and finiſh'd 
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Fit, as well as the general Deſpumation at the 
„End of the Diſeaſe But on the other hand: 
” when Nature was teaz'd and thwarted” with 
the continual uſe of Remedies, I always obſer- 
. * A that every Thing grew worſe and yorle. - 
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Ad . che arfully took Fs a Reſolution two Tears ago, of Writ- 
m upon the Subject; to which I was much incouraged 
99h earneſt Deſire of Joh. Jacobus Mangetus, 4 


me, by very civil Letters, that a juſt Account of that 
Matter mould give great Light into the Hiſtory of In- 
| ſets, ant the general Nature of Poiſons; and wit bal, 
that if I would undertake it, he would put it imo bis 


2B Bibliotheca Medico-Practica. In Compliance with 


to gratifie the Republick of Letters, I then writ an un- 
digeſted and confus'd Account ; which nom, $42 ma- 
ture Conſideration, ir preſented to the Reader in 4 
more regular and methodical Order, with large Ad- 
ditions. Here you will \find, that, in Purſuance of 
ny wonted Cuſtom, I keep. coſe to Obſervation and 
Practico, and always allow them the Preference. If 
you find that ſometimes I grovel on the Ground, and 
Ado not aſpire to much Reaſoning, in treating of the Ef 
felt of the Tarantula, 2 the Remedies that cure 
n Peyſon, impute-it to my natural Timorouſneſs, which 
males me always very cautious of cutting the right 

| "$M of Nat ure, by unlearned or unjuſt Ratiocination; 
that having occaſion'd many Errors in the Way of Phy- 
ſick, as it 3 „ Authors who fal in — 
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the Poyſan of the Tarantula, and its Analogy with 
other Diſeaſes, I tale in a great many Tome 3 
_ to ehe mechanical. Doctrine of Muſick, Poyſon, an 


$63 Þ#\ * "TE; 


© Dancing. I bave Ikemiſe given a ſhort Account of 


bra; de Capelo, which ig cryd up for extrafting 


Kom 
3 ? 
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Rome, Nov. 13. 1695, 
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made known by ſome general and confus'd Hints, I 


noted Practitioner of Switzerland; who acquainted 


tbe Requeſt of my Learned Friend, and with a Deſign 


> ee. and AY bud aff mL 


that Prejudice. Aſter a 1 cakes of the Nature 


de Diſcoveries made upon the Eggs of Oyſters, and 
= tbe gettuine Nature of the Serpentine-Stone call d Co- 


Fa, In fine, whatever I have ſaid "pot theſe 
|. fag to the Fudgment of the Lei, 
. 8 
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Sorts of e n 


from Taremum, an ancient of AA. 
Grd ia, upon the Jonian Sea. "Thoſe who” are 
ones bit by 


a long Series of Evils, which would be very ans 


noying to the Patients, if they did not take due 


Care of their Health by Dancing and Balls: 


This Animal is called 7. arantula, not that tis 


more virulent at Tarentum than in the other 


Tarantula is 4 Lene ne pier, o e : 


it, are never quite curd of the Ve= _ 
nom; for it revives every. Vear, and oceafions 


Countries of Apulia; but perhaps becauſe, in 


the Time of the Grecians and Romans, that City 


was more noted and more frequented than the — 


reſt; ſo that the Inſtances of Perſons bit 


Tarantula and the Tetragnathius. Pliny\ reckons up 


Head you ought to conſult Aldrovandus, the 
N 


As for my part, I chooſe for Clearneſs fake es 
divide Spiders into the Octonoculi; or thoſe2of- 
eight Eyes, and the Binoculi, or thoſe of twoy- 2 
which differ from one another in'Magnitudey - = 


Subſtance, Colour, Feet, e the Nane 


"# : C 


; I) 


this Spider, were more numerous there than Ri 
elſewhere ; and thereupon the Animal derived 

its Name from the City. The Name of Aram 
5, Or Spider, is common to the Phalangium, t 


eight Species of Spiders, Lib. 29. cap. 24. 1 1 
cennas twelve, Lib. 4. ſen. F. tract. 5. cap. 5. nt 
four more, cap. 9, 10, & 11. But upon this 


Lyſter, and the other approv'd Authors“ 
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The Tarantula is a Species of the Ofonocul;, 
and of this I mean to give a ſhort but curious 
-Deſcription. Tis true, ſuch a Hiftory may 

ſieem to be of ſmall Importance to the Practice 
of Phyſick, as being confin'd to the Inhabitants 
| of Puglia; but at the ſame Time it affords great 
Light to the difficult Province of venomous 
Diſeaſes; foradue Parallel between the Symp- 
tons of the Tarantula Poyſon and thoſe of other 
=_— forts of Venom, will furniſh us with a more ſer | 
lid Diagno ſis, Prognoſis, and Cure of Diſeaſes Jo 
424 #Hhydrophebia be the Effect of the Venom of a 
Dog, yet Borellus obſerves, Cent. 3. Obſ. 38. That 
be met with it in a Man that had never been 
= bit; it being produ'd by a peculiar Exaltation 
© of the Humors, and much of a piece with the 
© Madneſs occaſioned, by the Bite of a Dog. Sal- 
3 in like manner obſery'd it in a malignant 
pever, without any previous Bite, and branded 
for a Harbinger, of Death; Cent. 2. Obſ. 52. 
Among the Ancients, Calius Aurelianus deſcribes 
a2 HMarophobia that came of it ſelf. Now to 
apply the Simile, the Venom of the Tarantula is 
=_— accompany d with ſome Symptoms which bear a 
near Reſemblance to the Symptoms of Melan- 
=  choly, the Green-Sickneſs, and other Diſeaſes. - 
— _ Tho Madneſs is a quite different Diſeaſe from 
— = Zydropbobia, or an Abhorrence of Liquids, yet 
E oftentimes tis ſucceſsfully cur'd by the repeat- 
ed Immerſion. of the Patient in Water, as we 
gte wont te do with the H²Hydrophobi- And this 
is confirn'd. by the Experience of a very famous 
= phyfician of Englund, as we are inform'd by 
We | Helmont unjor, in his Tratt. de Homine. $. 29. J. 333 
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thoſe Countries 


Of the Nature and Situation of 
yo. 


in which the Tarantula is 3 Y 

"Hat Country which is now known by the Af 

Name of Apulia, was calFd by the ancient 
Grecians Magna Gracia, and by a general Name 

Japygia: They ſubdivided it into Daunia, Peu= —- wf 
cetia, and Meſſyia, from Daunius, Peucetius, and _ 
Fapygius, the Sons of Lycaon, that in ancient 

+ Times govern'd Apulia, The modern Name X 
of Daunia is Capitanata, which is waſh'd by three 
Rivers, namely the Frento, the Cerbalo, and the = 
Offanto. Upon the right Bank of the laſt, we  _. 

__ ftilobſerve ſome Rubbiſh of the Famous Camez 

at which was fought that celebrated Battle be= 
tween the Carthaginians and the Romans, that had 1 
almoſt prov'd fatal to the latter. The ancient 

Peucetia is now calld the Province of Bari; as 

the antient Meſſapia goes by the name of Lecce. 

Theſe three Provinces make one continued 

Plain, abating for the Mountain Garganus in 

Daunia. Upon this Mountain we gather the 

officinal purging Manna, which is commonly '. 

6 Mo untain- Manna. It produces likewiſe ſe- 

weral noted Medicinal Herbs, which all the 
Apothecariesot Taly make choice of, as being th 

more active and penetrating. From the River 
Offanto, to the Capo di S. Maria di Leuca, we have . 

a wonderful Plain, comprehending the Provin= '- 
ces of Bari and Lecce, and extending to 120miles, 
with no Rivers, and but very few Rivulets, n 

ſomuch that the Country is very much parch'd 8 
In the Summer. . ĩð .. 
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equent; and in a word, Apulia is expos'd to 


 tthe Dryneſs of the Soil, and of its Vicinity 
b- o the Eaſt; and the Inhabitants breath in an 
Ur that feels as if it came from a burning 
. Den. But at Lecce, and upon the adjacent 
* - 3hore, there comes uſually a little before or 


ment of the Climate, is match'd by that of the 
* Inhabitants; for, generally ſpeaking, they are 
of a hot, {corch'd Conſtitution, with black Hair, 
and a browniſh or paliſh Skin, meagre, impa- 
tient, peeviſh, watchful, very quick in their 
Way of Apprehenſion, nimble in Reaſoning, 


- "ardent Feyers, Frenzies, Pleuriſies, Madneſs, 
and other inflammatory Diſeaſes. Nay, the 
Heat is ſo exceſſive in that Country, that I have 

> ſeen ſeveral of the Inhabitants urg'd by it to 
the laſt Degree of Impatience and Madneſs. 
- , - . *Notwithilanding the above-mention'd Incon- 


veniencies, Apulia is inferiour to no Country > | 


Jraly, for the incredible Fertility of the Soi 


for the Healthyneſs of a pure, dry, and free Air, 


that is not tainted with the Foulneſs of ftagna- 
ting Water; for the pleaſant Proſpect of the 
Zea, and an Affluence of Fiſh, and all ſorts of 


Mi-eat. To be plain, in all my Travels thro? J. 


Fg 72 
8 IS : 8 
* 
#7 7 4 
1 * 


> {ſcented and better taſted Fruit than in Apulza- 
8 All their Wines almoſt are black, but withal 


dſo fragrantand powerful, that they would ſerve 
== , - 3, + Ta. 


he ſcorching Beams of the Sun, by Vertue both 


after Noon, a Weſterly Breeze from the Adri- 
. atick; which mitigates, in ſome Meaſure, the 
chin Heat of the Sun. This Tempera- 


2% and extream active. They are very ſubje& to 


taly, Dalmatia, &c. I never met with better 


A Diſſertatim © 
The above-mention'd Apulia lies Eaſtwa rd, 

ndl ftands expos'd to the Eaſt and Northerly 
Vinds. In Summer its Showres are very un- 
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tl. 33 
better for a vulnerary Balſim, VER an later- 
tainment at Table. The Province of Bari pro- 
duces great Plenty of Wheat and Almonds, up- 
on which tis call'd the great Barn of tral and 
the adjacent Countries. The Province of Lecer 
abounds with Oil, Wine, and Wheat; e the 
Oil of this Country being reckon'd the beſt Oil 
in Italy, is exported to all foreign Countries. 
The Plane, the Poplar, and the other ſhady 
Trees that are chiefly valued for Pleaſure and. 
Refreſhment, are very uncommon in 
The manur'd Fields are plentifully ſtock'd WA / 
Olives, Vines, and Wheat; as the unmanur d 
are with Roſemary, Sage, Penny-royal, and 
Thyme, the common Paiturage of the Animals 
of that Country. 
Now ſuch is the Temperamentof the Climate, 
Soil, and Inhabitants of this Country, a geo- 
eraphical Deſcription of which you have in the 
Figure of the annex'd Cut, and in which 
the Tarantula breeds; being a little Animal im- 
patient of Cold, that keeps under Ground in 


7 as: Ta 1 


Winter, during which Time it takes no man- - : 


ner of Food. About ten Years ago, when I was 
at Naples, I ſhut up ſeveral of them in a Val | 
half full of Earth, immediately upon their com- 
Ps from Apulia, and found that they lived for 
- #bove a Month without Food. | 
Tho? this Inſe& infeſts Men and other Ani- 

mals, yet tis more infeſted it ſelf. by a little 
Creature not unlike a Waſp, with a ' fireak'd, 
parti-colour'd Back, and a blackiſh Belly; which 
greedily hunts, kills, and feeds upon Tarantula's, 
and the other ſorts of Spiders. But, what is yet 
more wonderful, the 1 arantula's are ſo hoſtile 
one to another, that if you put ten of them in 
3 one e * n one another till only 
| 
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55 ; one ſurvives the reſt; nay, if you ſhut butt two. 


up in any one Veſſel, "the one kills and eats the. 


* other i in a very Hort: Time. 
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In Winter they lie cloſe in their } Dow 8 


2 in Summer they ſtraggle out and haunt the open 
5 


Fields, where they lie in wait for Travellers. 


When the Peaſants have a mind to catch em, 


they come to their Holes, and with a ſmall 
Reed imitate the murmuring buzzing Noiſe of 


Flies; upon which the Tarantula comes forth in 
queſt of the Flies or mow eva counterteited, 


and falls into the Snare. have likewiſe 3 
Way of taking them 5 « Amal Switch; for 
upon (WAgging the Switch ſo as to make an a- 


greeable Hiſſing, and holding the End of it to 


the Mouth of the Hole, they come out and 


ani oP the ans: 


C H A P. III. 
The + Anatoin 4 the Tarantular) 


Tarantula is a ſort of Spider or Phalangium, 
an accurate Deſcription of which you 
ove of in the ſecond and third Figures of the an- 


nexid Cut. It has eight Feet, four on each 
ſide, and each Foot has three Knots or .Joynts, | 


The two Fore- feet are leſs than the other ſix; 
and this Diverſity of the Magnitude of Feet is 
common to moſt Spiders; for ſometimes the 
fore, and ſometimes the hind Feet are the long- 
eſt; and this, I take it, is ſo contriv'd by che 


Almighty Architect, both to favour their Agi- 
lity, and to qualiſie em for the convenient | 


W eaving of various Webs. j Bead. 


An n, 7. ne 18 equal in Bulk, dr. 257 
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but two Eyes, weave no Webs that we know 
| of, and differ froni the Ofonoculi in Magnitudeg. 
Figure, Subſtance, . Proportion of Limbs, Gym 
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ther bigger than a: Wallnut; its Magnitude is > 
much the dame with. the Draught of the ſecond: —_ 
and third Figure. Its Body is divided into tW W 
principal. Parts, namely the Breaſt and the Bel- 

ly; which ſeem to be diſ-joyn'd the one from 
the other, but in Effect are joyn'd by a ſlender 
Ligament or. little Knot. The Head is not ſe- 
ver'd from the Breaſt and Shoulders, as being a 
Continuation of the ſame: The firſt Thing We 
meet with in the Head is a Bone, from which 
there grows out two Webs like a hooked. Pair 

of Tongs or Pincers, (a a) the Point of which 

is very ſharp, and by that Means they pierce: 

the Skin very readily like two Spouts of Poy=" 

lon. The Subſtance of theſe Webs is cruſty 

and friable, and in the Male Tarantula's they 

are firmer and ſharper than in the Female.” 
Theſe Pincers you may ſee accurately delinea- 

ted in the Micrographia of Philip. Bonanni the Je- 

fuit, whoſe Hiſtory of the Vatican will be ſpee- 

dily publiſn'd. Next to the Webs or Tongs: 

we meet with two little Horns, (bb) which take: 
their Riſe not far from the Webs, and have two: _ 
Joynts: The outermoſt Point of theſe is ſharp=» 

er and ſmaller in the Females than in the Males; 

as you may ſee. in the Cut. Theſe Horns they 
move continually and forcibly, eſpecially when 
they approach to their Prey. CR DE, 
is likewiſe obſerved in all the Phalangia and largs =» 
er Spiders that weave Webs, as well as our 125 5 
rantula: But the Binoculi, or thoſe which have 


Their Eyes are ſmooth and bright, and free 


of the little Rifings obſery'd in other lnſe&s: 


a Four 


2 Tarantula „„ 
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They have eight Eyes in their Head, WHiiec ß 
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Four of theſe. Eyes are bigger than the other; 


Fd 


that is, there are two on each Side of the Head 
 whichare eaſily perceiv'd without the Help of 


a Microſcope. The other four are lefler; they 
lie in a parallel Line under the former, and are 
. Fearce perceivable without a Microſcope. All 
| theſe are to be ſeen in the annex'd Figures. 
® Their Eyes are ſometimes black, and ſometimes 
1 blewiſh. In the mean time I am at a loſs to 
| tell you what Motive induced the Almighty 
Architect to alot ſuch a Multiplicity of Eyes 
to the Tarantula and the other weaving Spiders, 
unleſs it be that the nge, of Eyes facilitates 
the weaving Part; for, as I intimated already, 
thoſe which do not weave have but two Eyes. 
I The eight-ey'd Spiders have a Belly that's di- 
PFicled by a great Inciſion from the Breaſt, and 
- - their Anus ſhews ſome Riſings or Appendages, 
= ” _-— Which ſend forth the Threads of which the 
Webs are weav'd. The Taraatula is a hairy A- 
E -—_ -mamal, and the Hair riſes very obſervably all 
over the Body. The external Colour of the Bo- 


others of an aſhy or whitiſh, and others again 
of a blackiſh flea-like Colour; nay, ſome have 
Spots and Stars here and there. Thoſe of a 
- quail or a whitiſh Colour, have a round Belly 
And a little Mouth; but the ſpoted have a ſharp- 
err Back. Their Skin is foft; in the Males tis 
harder than in the Females, only it does not go 
the Length of a cruſty Subſtance. | 


" 


” _ Conſideration that their friable and ſoft Sub- 
Tance renders the minute Structure unperceiv- 
able: But I have a ſtrong Mind, ſometime or 
.- that ſo their Parts being conſolidated may Row 
„ ͤͤ the 
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3 ＋ dy is various, for ſome are of a quail- colour, 


I wave the Viſcera of the Tarantula, upon the 


other, to put em into ſome ſtiptick Water, 
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of the Tarantula. 335 
the Knife. Hoochius in his Aicrograph. Obſe 9 . 
affirms. of the long-footed Spider, that it reſems 
bles a Sea-Crab, and that its inward Parts would: 
be found not unlike thoſe of the Sea-Crab, if 
their brittle Subſtance did but allow of Die 
ction. Among the inward Viſcera we may recs 
kon the Receptacles of the Threads, ſuch as 
the Italians have lately diſcover'd in the Silk - 
Worms, and of which the learned Rhed; diſ- = 
courſes at large in his Book de Gener. Inſet. where 
he likewiſe advances many curious and remarks  .; 
able Things of the Spider's Thread. Herel 
muſt obſerve by the Bye, That the cight-ey'd — 
Spiders void none but liquid Excrements 7 
whereas thoſe of the two-ey'd are always gon e my 5 
not withſtanding that both of em feed equal xe 
on Flies and ſuch other Inſects. , | — — 
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CHAP. Iv. 


A Deſcription of the Seed. V. eſſels, the Egg and 
the Generation of the Tarantula With 
ſome occaſional Remarks on the Eggs of Oyſters, > fi 

and on Seed in General, © 9 


12 Tarantula takes its Origin from an Eg, ũ | 

and propagates its Species by the ſamnmem 
Means as well as all other Animals. Their Spe- 
cies conſiſts of Male and Female that couple to- 
gether, and are endow'd with proportional ſe 
minal Veflels; that is, the Female is provided > 
with an Ovarium, and the Male with ſuch Or- 4 
gans as prepare a prolifick Spirit, and even 3 

with a Pizzle which riſes from the Seam that 
joyns the Breaſt and the Belly, and has a black. 

jj 8 ian 
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in Colour with a wreath'd Form, not unlike 


. 


the Sting of a Fly, as the excellent Marcus Au- 


'  velius Severinus has well obſerv'd in his Zootomia. 


, The Males are leſs than the Females, ahd 


of a dryer Structure, as you may ſee from the 


annex'd Figures; and the Females have longer 
and nimbler Feet, all the other Parts of the 
Structure being of the ſame Proportion in both. 


-_ . Theſe Animals couple near the Beginning of | 
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Fune, at which Time moſt Animals are 'proud 
with prolifick Seed. Ariftotle in his Hiſt. Ani- 
mal. lib. 5. cap. 8. ſays of the Spiders, That when 
the Female Spider has drawn out the Cobweb, 
the Male does the ſame; and after a Repetition 
of ſuch mutual Services, they couple together 
Back to Back; this Way of Copulation being 
moſt convenient for them, by reaſon. of the 
orbicular Form of their Bellies. But for my 

part I freely own, that Obſervation has not yet 
_ inform'd me whether they couple thus back- 
Wards, or Face to Face. If we difle& a 
Tarantula with young, we find in it an Ovarium 
compos'd of little Bladders fall of little Eggs. 
Theſe Eggs begin to be fecundated in the Be- 
ginning of Summer, at which Time the Belly 
of the Tarantula ſwells, as you ſee it in the third 


Figure, (for the ſecond Figure repreſents a 


Male.) A few Days after the Impregnation it 

brings forth or lays a Bladder full of little 
Eggs, ſuch as you ſee delineated in Figure 4. 
This Bladder or Cluſter of little Eggs is of a 


7 Sky-Colour, which diſtinguifhes it from the 0- 
7 ” warium of Shell-Fiſn, the Colour of which 


IS yellowiſh and ſhining. The Tarantula having 
thus laid the Bladder, imbraces it very cloſe, as 
you ſee in Fig. 3. and continues ſo to do for 12, 
35, or/20 Days; after which it leaves it in the 
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; of the Tarantula. 359 

8 Fields, where the further Operation of the Sun 

= brings the Eggs to ſuch a State of Maturity as * 

5 is requiſite for their breaking forth. It lays its 3 

Eggs after the ſame Manner with the other | 
Spiders, and its Bag lies near the Fundament; 
which Aldrovandus has likewiſe obſery'd in his = 
Book de Inſet, fol, 625. I obſerv'd (ſays he) in =—_ 
the Belly of a Spider a great Heap of Eggs, as ſmall 
as Atoms, mhich were white, and gave a' Crack when" i 
Iiprefſed 'em with my Finger * FFC 1 

M Tarantula is not impregnated till tis a Lear 9 

or two old, at which time tis reckon'd to be f 9 
a Bigneſs proper for Generation. In the Time 

of Copulation and Impregnation, the Male ank 
Female are very fond of one another, and thus 
they continue till the Female is juſt ready tod 
lay; upon which the Male leaves her, notwith-?-k 
ſtanding that ſhe lays ſeveral Bladders of Egg 
all the Summer long; N dne, 1 1 

_ This Bladder, of Eggs reſembles, in Figure 

and Magnitude, a Lupine; as you ſee it repre= 
ſented, Fig. 4. If you cut it up thro' the Mid- 
dle, you'll find within it a vaſt Quantity of little 
Eggs, ſometimes Hundreds and above; ſee. 
Fig. 5. Theſe little Eggs are rang'd in a regu=: 

lar Order, and mutually joyn'd by thin flag 
Threads, or rather by a peculiar fort of Slime. 
One of the Eggs a- part is as big as a Mullet: 5 

Seed, and ſometimes as a White: Poppy Seed. 

They are every Way round, and their outer 
Membrane is very thin and friable, in the a. 
vity of which are contained the firſt Threads , 

the Spiders, which the further Influence of the * 

Sun quickly brings to Light. From the firſt 

Laying of the Eggs to the perfect Excluſionn, = 

there's an Interval of ſeveral Days; ſometimes? 

20, and ſometimes 30 in the parch'd Soil f?“! 
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= 5 F * i ſſertation 5 by ; | 
puis, leſs or more, according as the Taramula 


of the Country. 


"Remarks of the Eggs of Oyſters, the Propaga- 
tion of which is ſo little known among Philoſo- 
phers. Laſt May I made my Remarks on ſome 
Qyſters brought alive from Naples to Rome; and 
in viewing with a Microſcope, the Milk that 
floats in their Cavity, I found it to be nothing 

elſe but a Collection of very little Eggs, or of 

% the minuteſt Oyſters ſwimming confuſedly in 

2 limy or refinous ſort of Juice. If you ſpread 

E 2 this Milk upon a Glaſs, and hold it before a 


E / a-fortof fwinging Motion, and a wandring 
 ) Progreſs of the Parts of the Milk, as if ſuch 


ſuffer me to take notice of the very lively Mo- 
tions, that a famous Phy ſician of Italy has obſerv- 

ed in the Seed of other Animals. 
Milk new draun from a She- Goat, and ſpread 
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/ Hittle Balls, that move nimbly to and again; 


provided the Milk was not turn'd or corrupted: 
And if you add a little Water to the Milk, you 
will find the Motion yet more manifeſt. Theſe 
Remarks H made with a Microſcope of three 
SGalaſſes, which was ſo contriy'd, as to haye the 


= thing to be view'd plac'd conveniently againſt 
= the Light, and conſequently furvey'd with | 


more Accuracy and Nicenefs. /. - + 
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Nov, that I am ſpeaking of the Eggs of I 
ſeas, ; *twill not: be 1mproper 10 put in A few 


ſtrong Light, you'll obſerve with a Microſcope 


/ Progreſfions were the firſt Rudiments of Moti- 
on of the future Animal. Modeſty will not 


upon a Glaſs, repreſents under a Microſcope an 
Hf infinite Quantity of very minute Globules, or 


nay, L've obſerv'd this nimble Motion in theſe 
Globules two or three Days after twas milk'd, 


| 
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of the Tarantula, 389 


Io return to the Milk of Oyſters: Iay, this 
Milk is nothing but a Collection of an infinite 


Number of little Eggs or Oyſters, ſwimming 
confuſedly in a ſlimy or refinous Sort of Liquor. 


But I cannot gueſs at the Ule of this whitiſh and 


ſlimy Glue interſpers'd among the Eggs, unleſs 
it be that the Author of Nature defigned not 


only a quicker Maturation. of the tender Brood 
of the Oyſters, by Virtue of a gentle and bal- 


ſamick Moiſture, but likewiſe a firmer Adhe- 
ſion of the ſame to the Rocks, when put forth _ 
by the Mother; to the end that they might be 
abl 


e to withſtand the Shocks of the Wind and 


the Sea, and attain to a due Growth by Vertug 


of the Frmneſs thus procur d. 
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HE Tarantwa is not yenomous in every 


Country, nor in every Seaſon of the Year, £1 
but only in Apulia, and that in Summer, eſpe- 
clally about the Dog-Days. The Sting of it is 
not offenſive in Winter; and, which 1s ſtrange, 
ns 8 
that border upon Apulia, do no harm, let m = 


the Tarantula's that haunt the very Mountai 


C 


bite when they will. The nocive Sort are bred of 
pulia, and do Harm ehiefly / 
that their Poyſon is then 
exalted by the ſcorching Beams of the Sun. 
5 and raging that the 


in the Fields of 4 
in Summer, by reaſ 


Which makes em ſo m 


aflault every one that comes near em: Nay 
they are not only offenſive to Men, but to o- 
ther Animals: Which is likewiſe obſerved by 
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lia, lib. 1. cap. 5. where he informs us that t 
the Tarantula are pernicious to Harts, and that x 
Ivy is their only Remedy; inſomuch, that they : 
die if they do not eat of it in a very ſhort time q 
1 

{ 


f after they're hurt. The Inhabitants of Apulia 
| are of Opinion, That their Wounds are moſt 


4 — 
# / bout the Beginning of Summer; upon the Plea 
E / / - that their Poyſon is then exalted both by the 
___ venereal Rage and the Summer Sun, as tis com- 
E monly reported of other venomous Animals. 
= _/ -Butafterall, their Stings are very venomous in 
the after Part of the Summer, as well as at the 
mie of their venereal Pride. - 1 
In that Part of Apulia which goes by the Name 
= of Bari, the Reapers are frequently bit by em; 
For that Province being a very wide and plea- 
= fant Plain, covered with Wheat, with few or 
= no Trees, is roaſted and inflam'd as twere by 
—- the Beams of the Sun; the exceſſive Heat of 
= :- Which inſpires the Tarantula*s with au greater 
Rage, and makes em ſet upon the Reapers and 
Travellers with greater Fury. Particularly, 
the Reapers are very much expos'd to their 
Bites; for the Tarantula's making their Progreſs 
= ether upon the Naſtyneſs of the Furrows, or 
upon the Stalks of the Wheat, faſten readily 
uuVpon their Hands or Feet; and for that Reaſon, 
1 1 wont to wear Boots to guard off the 
IVV nos Aigner Tein 1 
s generally believ'd that a Viper does not 
bite but when tis proyok'd; and accordingly 
we ſee ſome Mountebanks handle 'em without 
receiving any Injury, becauſe they handle em 
daexterouſly and without Violence. Upon this 
Aſertion Mr. Charaſs grounds his Opinion, 
That there is no Poyſon hid in a Vipers nt 
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56 errors in the Seaſon of Coition; that is, a- 
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mors of Animals, they preſently raiſe a fatal 


storm of Symptoms. But the contrary being 
made out by the ſolid Experiments of my learn- 
ed Friend Mr. Rhedi, 1 leave the Truth to be 
decided by impartial Judge. 
Let better Heads judge, whether the ſame 
Queſtion will lie upon the Venom of the Taran- 


tula This I know by my own Eyes, That a 
Tarantula attacks ' Perſons aſleep, as well as a- 


Bites are venomous. When it bites, it throws 


out a ſmall and ſcarce perceivable Quantity of 
Liquor; but indeed, Iam yet to learn whether 


that Liquor is the Venom; or the Vehicle of in- 


' „ F . 5 fy; — 
wake; and without any Provacation, as Well as 
when tis irritated; and that in both Caſes its 
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of the Tarantula. 361 1 
that all the Force of the Venom lies in the Spi- 
rits of the Viper, their being inflam' d and in- 
rag'd by external Violence; inſomuch that 
when the Spirits, thus inflam'd and exalted to 
a virulent. Temper, are mix'd withithe Hu- 
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flam'd and venomous Spirits. Tis likewife 


manifeſt from the Experience of the Apalians, 
That not only their Bites, but even the Li- 
quors in which they are ſtiffl'd, are capable to 


produce pernicious Effects. And this we find 


confirm'd by an Eye-Witneſs, namely, Epipha- 


nius Ferdinandus, cap. 2. obſerv. 8 1. Now this o- 


verthrows the Opinion of the inflam'd Spirits, 
for all the Force of the Spirits is ſunk in the 
Liquor; and therefore we conclude, That the 


Venom of the Tarantula is lodg'd in a more ſo- 


hd Subject. 5 5 


The Bite of a Tarantula raiſes a Senſe not un- 
like that of the Stinging of a Bee or an Ant. 
Atter the Part is bit, tis circumſcrib'd with a 


little Circle of a livid, yellow, black, or ſome 


ſuch Colour; a very violent Pain inſues, and 
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A Diſſertation 5 


my ' ometimes inſtead of the Pain there's a Num · 


neſß, and divers ſuch like Symptoms, accord- 
ing to the various Colour and Magnitude of 
the Tarantula, the various Exaltation of the Ve- 
nom, the various Conſtitution of the Patient, 
and ſuch other Things; which cannot be ſet in a 


clearer Light, than by giving ſome Hiſtories of 
Perſons bit by em; which the Reader will meet 
With a little lower. FF 


* 
1 n ; . * * 
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1 Deſcription a of the Diſeaſes aud Symptoms 


that enſue upon the Bite of the Tarantula. 


WER Life of Man is always a Scene of Un- 
— | Happineſs, but tis yet unhappyer when 


tis teaz d with Diſeaſes, and unhappyeſt of all 
When plagu'd with Poyſon. The Poyſon of the 
= Tarantula affords us a deplorable Inſtance of this 
/  Unhappyneſs; for ſuch is the peculiar and un- 


common Nature of this Venom, That when 


once it ſeizes the Body, it either kills the Pati- 


ent out of hand, if Mufick and a ſeaſonable 


Uſe of Remedies does not immediately take 


place; or, when theſe are employ'd, makes 


uch a deep Impreſſion upon the Fluids of the 
Body, that it revives (as it were) every Year, 
and particularly in the three Months of Sum- 


mer; and unleſs this anniverſary Return be mi- 


tigated for the Time with Dancing and the o- 
ther Antidotes, it keeps the Patient all that 


Year under an innumerable Train of grievous 


Diſorders. 
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they are aſleep, and not aware of em; but if 
the Perſon thus bit is awake, he feels ſuch a 


ant to the 


pinch as if he were ſtung by à Bee or an Ant. 


The Part affected is ſeiz'd fometimes with Pain, 
and ſometimes with a great Numneſs; Imme- 
diately upon the Wound given, tis ſurround- 


ed with a livid, black, or yellowiſh Circle; and 
ſoon after riſes in & painful Swelling, which up- 
on Recourſe to Mufick and the Uſe of Reme- 
dies, vaniſhes along with the other Symptoms. 

A few Hours aſter the Bite, the Patient is 
ſeiz'd with a 
heavy Anguiſh of Heart, and a prodigious Sad- 


eſs; his Voice is ſorrowful and querulous, and 


his Eyes diſturb'd; and when he's ask'd by the 
By-ftanders where his Pain lies, he either makes 
no Anſwer at all, or points with his Hand to the 


Region of the Heart, as if that were moſt af- 
fette. d om qr, 
Theſe Symptoms are moſt frequent upon the 


firſt Invaſion of the IIlneis; but they are not 


perpetual, neither are they common to all Pa- 
tients; nay, they are not produc'd by all 
Tarantula's; for the Symptoms vary purfu- _ 
ty of the Nature of the Taran- 
ta, the Conftitution of the Patient, and the 
greater or leſſer Violence of the Summer Heat. 
Accordingly,the Apulians obſerve that the Taran- 

tulæ of the Northern Places of Apulia are worſe, 


arie 


and occcaſion more grievous Symptoms; and 
withal, that thoſe who are bit by em, are pleas d 


ed to retire out of their Sight; for upon ſeeing 
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great Difficulty of Breathing, a 


the Colour they diſlike, they are preſently wer 


A 
+ : 
bs 

— 


7 
DE 


with ſeveral Colours, eſpecially a red, green; BF 
blue, Cc. but not a black; inſomuch, that if 

/ the Attendants have Cloaths on of a Colour 
that's ungrateful to the Patient, they are oblig- 
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of the Symptoms. 

© The Symptoms vary in purſuance of the Va- 
f riety of the Tarantula c-. The whitiſh Tarantula 
. cavſes a flight Pain, follow'd by an Itching, a 
r Pain in the Belly, and a 3 — 5 
The ſpotted Tarantula cauſeth a ſharper Pain 
and Itching, and even Senſeleſneſs, Heavineſs, 
Pain of the Head, Shivering of the whole 
Body, and the like. The blackiſh 7. ar ant ula, 
beſides all the fore- mentioned evil Effects, is 
attendePwith a Swelling and grievous Pain in 
the Fart that is ſtung, Cramps, Chillneſs, and a 
=”. |: cold Sweat all over the Body, Speechleſneſs, 
aA lnclination to vomit, Tae bop of the Yard, 
4 3 Swelling of the Belly, ane: others to be ſpoken 
: EY afterwards. _ 
=: Since of the numerous and almoſt incredible 
Y by * +: Symptoms of Perſons ſtung by the Tarantula, 
= many ſeem to flow from a depraved Imaginati- 
p on, twill be reaſonable enough to aflert, That 


17 


4 . Days, is over, ends at laſt in a peculiar Kind 


, 4 . the ſick Perſon, till by Dancing, or Singing, or 
=—_ Change of Age, thoſe violent impreſſions are 
quite extirpated from the Blood and the Fluid 


pineſs to meet with: for tis certain let a Per- 
ſon be once ſtung, there's no Ae of 
over being perfectly cur d. 

This Affertion has for its Confirmation i innu- 
"arable Symptoms which ſmell ſtrong of a Diſ- 
order id Fancy; for many of theſe Perſons are 
ES never well but among Graves, and in ſolitary 

e and they 11 * ee along on a 


Ws with an Anguiſh at Heart, and a Renewal 


- this ſort. of Poyſon, after the ſharp Fit of the 
- Violent Symptoms, -Which appear for the firſt 


of Melancholy; which continually hangs upon 


of the Nerves; which very few have the Hap- 


Bier, | 
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with the Exerciſe. Others again you cannot A 
pleaſe, unleſs they be ſoundly drubb'd on the j 


fone that take a great Pleaſure, in Running. © 


| five to em; and according to the different _ 
Degree of Depravation in the Fancy, fometimes © 


_ ſometimes with ano te. = 4 


from Coagulation ; ſuch as pains at the Heart, 
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©, of the Tarantula. . | 365 5 


Bier, as if they were really dead; they'll throc 
themſelves into a Pit, as if they were in Di,. 
pair. Maids and Women, otherwiſe chaſt ? 
nough, without any Regard to Modeſty, fall a Fs) A 
ſighing, howling, and into very indecent Mo-. 
tions, diſcovering their Nakedneſs; they los? Ml 
to be toſs'd to and again in the Air, and the | Ml 
like. There are ſome that will rowl themſelves BM 


in the Dirt like Swine, and are mightily pleas d 


2 


Breech, Heels, Feet, Back, &c. And there are 5 ; 

There are alſo curious - Obſervations 
made about Colours; ſome of which are very 
agreeable to thoſe Perſons, as others are offen- 


id 


they are refreſh'd or offended with one Colour; 
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CH AF. Wh. 
A farther Explication of the other S ymptoms, 
and their Analogy with other Diſeaſes. 


4 
1 
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Enerall ſpeaking the Symptoms of perſons 
J ſtung with the Tarantula, upon the firſt Ac- 
ceſſion of the Poiſon, are much like thoſe uſu- 
ally obſerv'd in malignant. Fevers, proceeding - 


a difficulty of Breathing, a ſtrange irregularity 
addin in the Pulſe, a ſudden and almoſt 
fatal failure of the animal and vital Actions. Ofall 
theſe things, my honoured Father is an eye Wit- 
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_ heſfs, who not many years ago at Lecce it 
F Apulia, where he is a Phyſician of sſtabli- 
ad that when three fick Perſons were brought 
- hither from the Country, fick of this malig- 
nannt Fever, and having many Symptoms very like 
thoſe that appear in Perſons bit by the Tarantula, 
-_ - their Parents were of opinion that they were ac- 
' _  tually ſtung; and therefore having ſent for 
the muſick (tho' my Father oppos'd it as 
much as he could) and affur'd them the diſtem- 
per Wasa malignant fever, proceedingfrom theCo- 
Agulation of the Blood, the poor Patients at the 
 Inftance and perſwaſion of their Parents, fell a 
dancing together. One of them very fairly 
dane'd himſelf off the Stage, and the other two 
did not ſtay long behind; Whence we collect, 
that this malignant Fever is very often miſtaken _ 
by Phyſicians. As for the Poiſon of the Tarantula, 
if I am able to Judg of any thing, I amapt to be- 
. heve that this Poiſou has its principal ſeat in the 
liquor of the Nerves, or the animal Spi- 
=  rits; For continual pains of the Head, Faint- 
- ings, akeing of the Bones, unableneſs to move, 
pains of the Stomach, ſickneſs at the Heart, 
= andſuchlikeSymptoms abundantly diſcover the 
= diftemper'd ſtate of the Spirits. But yet I would 


not exclude an antecedent virulent Diſpoſi- 
tion of the Blood it ſel. ”% 
= The principal Parts that ſeem to ſuffer moſt 
by this Poiſon, are the Stomach and Heart, 
| (if by the Heart we may underſtand the Maſs 
of Blood that circulates through it; for I have 
no mind to contend about the term) for 
they are ſeldom free from diſorders of the Sto- 
mach, Qualms, Thirſt, want of Appetite, An- 
guiſn at Heart, Convulfions, Heavineſs, 1 
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ſure in the Breaſt ; whence, they are always 
mourning, ſighing, pale and filent. And it's 
worth the while to remark, that many of our 
Country Women in the Greenſickneſs, have had. 
almoſt the fame Symptoms, with thoſe that a- 
ear in Perſons poiſon'd by the Tarantula; and 
3 they have been ſuppos d to be-really 
infected, they have taken up a cuſtom of Danc- 
ing every year, and by this means have hac 
the good luck to rid themſelves altogether of 
that Diſtemper, and the frequent Fits of the 
Mother: In regard this Exerciſe has remoy'd 
theſe and ſeveralſuch Diſtempers through Sweat= 
ing, we may hence draw a practical Aphoriſm, 
that ſuch Diſtempers of Women will never be 
morereaſonably cured, than by ſtrenghtning Me- 
dicaments that may exalt the waſted and lan- 
guid Maſs of Blood, and not by Purgatives, 
Saccharates, and the like; which do but weaken 
it the more. Amongſt the principal Corrobora- 
tives, Which ſerve to repair the waſted Maſs 
of Blood in Chronical Deſeaſes, I mightily e- 
ſteem riding out every day in the country Air, 
eſpecially in the morning, by which I have per- 
fectly cured ſome that were almoſt incurable. 
Theſe things I have taken notice of by the Bye, 
concerning Dancing and Rideing, to make it e- 
vident how much Exerciſe ſerves to ſtrengthen 
and refreſh the ſpriteleſs Maſs of Blood in Chro- 
nical Caſes, when all other kind of Remedies _ 
are to no purpoſe, eſpecially if the Diſtemper 
has its Riſe from any Trouble in the 1 |. 
But Rideing is preferrable to all the reſt; Py 1 
the whole force of that jogging Motion termi- 
nates downward in the Bottom of the Belly, 
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where a Fermentation is rais'd, by which the 


ſtagnating Matter recovers its loſt Circulation. 
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= - | Here it muſt not be conceal'd, 'thy 


in our Country there is really ſuch'a Thing as 


the Poyſon of the Tarantula, and Perſons infect- 


WE. | ed with it, yet Women, that make up a great 
Part of that Number, very frequently counter- 


feit it under the Maſque of its uſual Symptoms; 


* 1 


never leave poreing upon the mournful Object, 
till they run into Diſpair, or down- right Me- 


and then they are alſo undet a Diſadvantage 
of Living a ſolitary ſort of Life, like that of 
Nuns, deny'd the Benefit of free Converſe with 
Men, though never ſo fair and honeſt. Beſides 
all this, the Climate is ſultry, their Conſtituti- 
on is of the ſame Nature, their Food hot and 
very nouriſhing, and their Life eaſie. Partly 


theſe Cauſes, *tis no rare thing with them to 
turn mopiſh and melancholy: No Wonder 
then if they be mightily delighted with Variety 
of Muſick and Dancing, whence they feign them 


ü 3 Which is only allow'd to ſuch Perſons; and then 
accompany'd witha real Paleneſsof Face, Sadneſs, 
praved . the other Symptoms of 
the pretended, rather than true Poyſon of the 


Tarantula. In fine, the muſical Entertainment of 
this Country is ſo very agreeable to the Women; 


Donne. But tho Women counterfeit thisDiſtemper 
ſometimes; we muſt not therefore imagine that 
e | I 4 ON 
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for, whether they be under the Power of Love, 
or have loſt their Fortunes, or meet with any | 
of thoſe Evils that are peculiar to Women, they 


lancholy, or at leaſt are upon the Borders of it; 


from the former, and partly from the latter of 


ſelves to be ſtung by the Tarantula, on purpoſe | 
to enjoy the agreeable Diverſion of Muſick, 


the Sham paſſes the better, for that the Pretext is 


Difficulty of Breathing, Sorrow of Heart, a de- 


that tis a Proverb with us, I' Carnevaletto delle 
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all others do the ſame, for there are ſome perſons, 


other wiſe hoth Learned and Religious, who not 
being ſatisfied of this upon the credit of Per- 
ſons that were ſtung, have made the experiment 
upon themſelves, and coming into. Apulia, 
have been brought into ſuch imminent danger 

by being ſtung themſelves, that thay have con» 


feſſed, unleſs the Muſick had been ready at 


hand, their lives would have gone for*t. The 
ſame is aſſerted by our Epiphanius in the fore- 
cited p ð vx er 
The venomous Tarantula, as we ſaid before, 
is found no where, but in Apulia, and there 
eſpecially in the plain Fields; for ſuch as are 
found in the neighbouring Mountains, are ei- 
ther without Venom, or if they have any, it 
is not ſo pernicious : and if one of the Tarantula's 
which Frequent the plain Fields be removed 
into others Countries, as to Naples or to Rome, 
a Perſon may be ſtung by it without receiving 
any hurt at all; at leaſt the evil Effects are few 
and inconſiderable, as will be ſhewn in the fol- 
lowing Relations. Some there are who affirm, 
That ſuch as are poiſon'd by the Tarantula, la- 
bour under the evil effect of the Venom, ſo 
long as the Spider lives; but this is an idle 
Story, and contradicts the infallible Experi- 
ence of the People of our Country, ſo that 
need not ſpend time to refute it. 
Not only the Tarantule, but alſo the Score _ 
pions of Apulia are venomous; for the Sting 
of the latter is obſery'd to produce almoſt the + 
fame Symptoms as the Poiſon of the former: 
thoſe that are ſtung by them delighting them- 
ſelves in Muſick and Dancing, are 8 by the 
very ſame means only, as I ſhall ſhey after - 
Wards. For this rl 6 many of the old N 
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and our Country-Men too have been of Opi- 
© nion, that all thoſe Symptoms which are com- 
= monly aſcribed to the Tarantula, do principally 
=: - 8 from the ſting of Scorpions; but as this 
2 As alſo. againſt the. ſtanding Experience of 
our Country, I ſhall therefore now lay down 
This for a certain Truth, That the Tarantula and 
Scorpion of Apulia are both of em moſt veno- 
mous, and produce almoſt the ſame Symptoms, 
and are cured by the ſame Means, that is, by Mu- 
fick and Dancing, and the like. The Scorpions 
however are not ſo virulent, as thoſe of Africa, 
but more than they are in any other part of ah. 
There are ſome that die in a very few days 
after they are ſtung by the Tarantula, the uſual 
Remedies being of no advantage to them at 
1 all: Others again are recovered from imi- 
= nent Death by the ſaid Means. But the 
Seeds of the Poiſons give the humours of the 
Body ſo deep a tincture (which is not uſual in 
other Poiſons) that there is ſcarce any poſſibi- 
lity of utterly extirpating them, ſo that they 
ſeldom fail of accompanying the Patient to the 
very Grave; and as I always ſaid, whereever 
this Poiſon enters, it makes an indelible Im- 
preſſion. „ | — . 
isa peice of N to ſearch into the 
Period and Revival of Poiſons. The Poiſon 
of a Dog has been ſometimes obſery'd.to cleave 
"to the Maſs of Blood for thirty years, and 
Having its ſtated Seaſons of recovering its 
Vigour, has continued to the very death of the 
Perſon infected. Upon this Subject it will be 
worth while to read Hildanus s Hiſtory Cent. 1. 
Ob. 86. concerning a Matron, who being bit 
by a mad dog, found the poiſon renew'd its 
Vieour every ſeven Years, for almoſt thirty 
VU years 
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tal ether, fill a at «i th hed; yed. >Tig 3 8 
ly Telieved, that if the Potion” of 4 3 

undiſcovered for 40 days together, it wil neyer” 
a pat any more; but this appears to be falſe 
fom T; forementioried Hiſtory; and I my 
ſelf did ſes at Rome this vety year 1699. att 
Apothecary, who being bit by a Dog in the 
month of Jun this ſame year, Shen Ki he was at 
Urbind the place of his hativity, and having af- 
terwards Come to Rome, Was or a ſudden taken” 
with the Diſtemper that's uſual in ſueh Caſes,” 
ind in two days after dy'd abont the. nüdle 
of October laſt paſt. The ſame thing has been 
obſery'd in a young Phyſician by the Celebrated. 
Luccas Tozzhut, who is at preſent , Phyſician t6 
the Pepe, as he was lately pleaſed Weng freely 

to tel ne, Frataſtorius lib. 2. de mor contag. 
lays. I niy ſelf have ſeen a Boy, who eight 
Months afobr he Was bit by a Dog; diſcovered. 
the Cohtagion, of which he preſetitly dy'd! The 
Impreſtions of the venereal Diſtemper' ſtick to 
the Blood for 30 years together and better, 
without any trouble or injury to the patients 
Health; but theh there is as vigorous a return 
of the Symptoms as if it were upon the firſt 
Onſet: The Poiſon of the Tarantula renews . 

it ſelf infallibly every year; | eſpecially about 
the ſame time when the Patient receiy'd it, 
When the Heat of the Sun begins to be. 
violent and Scotching, which N about 
the be n g of Jul) and Auguſt, ſuch as arc 
nfefte with the Poitori of th - Tarantula, ſens _ 
ſibly ar Boe ans it renewing it felf by degrees: 
iſcovering it ſelf by want of e 
8 7 at Heart, heavineſs of the Head, 
thirſt, pain in the Bones as if they were 
broken, and ſuch like, Which ſometimes come 
8 Bb 2 gradually - 
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dead, the Hands, Face, and other remote Parts 
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ually, and ſometimes all on a ſuddain, caſt- 
g the Patient into a violent Fit. If the Pati- 
ents are aware of the gradual Advancement of 
of the Symptoms, they preſently have Recourſe 


* 


to the Muſical Entertainment, to prevent their 


being taken with a ſuddain Fit: But if it comes 


upon them unawares, without the previous 


Symptoms, then, like Perſons ſtruck with 
under, they fall down upon the Ground half 


of the Body turning black, the Breath almoſt 
ite ſtopp'd; and in this Condition they lye 


till the Muſicians conſe, by whoſe wonted Tunes 
they begin to recover by little and little, and to 


be prepared for {the Dance; moving firſt their 


Limbs, and then the whole Body. 


If the Patient happens to looſe the Seaſon of 
Dancing, then will he be under very grievous 


Symptoms all that Year; ſuch as a jaundice Co- 
\ Jour in his Skin, Sickneſs at Heart, Want of 
Appetite, a Slight Fever, and the reſt of them 


which we have already mention'd over and over, 
Further, if he eats any Weather-Mutton, Cu- 
cumbers, or Citruls, he is preſently ſeiz d 


Vith a grievons Pain at the Stomach: But then 


if he makes uſe every Year of the Seaſon for 
Dancing, and by Sweating and the Sound of 
the Muſick throw out the Seeds of the Poyſon, 
he holds very well all that Year, and is not lia- 


|  bletoany of the fore-mention'd Symptoms. 
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CHAP. vm. 
Of the Care of the Sting of the Tarantula, 
of the evil Effects it produceth. | 
IX) Hoever happens to be infected with any 
| ſort of Poiſon, is thereby brought into 
pos danger; and much more they that are ſtung ' 


and 


by the Tarantula or Scorpion of 5 many of 


an hour, the 


whom die quickly in the ſpace o 
uſual Remedies being of no advantage. 

The Effects of Poiſon are generally reduced 
by Phyſicians to two kinds, viz, Coagulation, 


| and Diflolution of the Maſs of Blood. Any 


one may infer from the Symptoms that have 
been so often repeated, that the Poiſon of the 
Tarantula has a tendency in it to curdle or thick- 
en the Blood, and there needs no farther evi- 


dence of that, than the ſudden Oppreſſion f 


the Pulſe, Anguiſh at Heart, great difficulty of . 
Breathing, Blackneſs of the Face and other ex- 
tream Parts, Chilneſs and a ſhivering all over 
the Body, deep Sleep and ſuch like, which in- 
deed are various according to the nature of the 
Tarantula, or Conſtitution of the Patient, and 
ſome antecedent indiſpoſition of the Body, as 
the Summer is more or leſs hot and the like. 
When any one is bit by the Tarantula or Scorpion 
of Apulia, the Cure is perform'd by diſſolving and 
attenuating the poison'd Humors of the Body, 
by Alexipharmactts, Theriacls, Bex oardicks and other 
Remediesdiffering but little from thoſe that Phy- 
ſicians commonly uſe in the Caſe of Perſons ſtung 


= Vipers. With us they ſcarrifie the Place 
at 


is bit with a Lancet, and ſometimes is fo 
B b 3 ä 
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void of Senſe, that the Patient feels no Bain 
_ while the Inciſion is a making. When this is 
done, they apply a Cupping Glaſs to extras 
the Venom; then they chafe the Part with 
Ireacle and bruis'd Garlick, and ſometime 
with Mithridate, or Confe&ion of Orvietah, 
till the Poy ſon is in ſome Meaſure weakned. 
For my part (if ever I may have my own 
Will in this Matter) Iſhould forthwith ſear the 
Elace that's bit, with 2 red-hot Iron; For as 
Fire is a moſt eager Stimulative, it ſerves to ſhop 
the Fibres of the Part affected, and ſucceſſively 
the whole Frame of Fibres in a human Body; 
or to give them a quick, continued, and vehe- 
ment Motion; by which Means the adjacent 
Humours are Jloaſened and moy'd to and again, 
attenuated, and ſcarce ever ſuffered to be fix' 
by the coagulating Venom; eſpecially in the 
Part affected, where the Fire is more pungent, 
and the Humors more inclin'd to curdle. But 
becauſe I never yet made Tryal of thoſe happy 


from other Authors, I ſhall wave for the preſent 
any farther Encomiums upon them; however 
will not be amiſs to take notice of the Effects of 
Fire in other Diſeaſes. I have often obſer vd, That 
Searing with a hot Iron in the Beginning of 
Gangrenes or foul Ulcers, has had very ill. Et- 
fects; for the Scar. that the unſeaſonable Sear- 
ing produc'd, quite ſtop'd and {hut up the Fi. 
bres and Veſſels that lay open 9 85 80 that 
the neceflary Evacuation of the Corroſive and 
. Gangrenous Humor being thereby hindred, no 


. retiring farther inwards, according to the Dif- 
- . ference of. the Parts in which twas lodg'd,produ- 
ced various and dreadful Symptoms: nay more 
—& 3 . „ 5 * | tl "an a 
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Effects of Fire, nor receiv'd their Confirmation | 


Wonder that the noxious Humor of the Ulcer; 
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than this, the ſeared Part has been quite un 4 


up and grown black; and after a Number of 


Evils, in the Compaſs of a very few Days, hag 
terminated in the Death of the Patient: As 


] have ſeveral Times obſerv'd at Padua, and o- 


ther Hoſpitals of N -. 


When therefore ſuch Ulcers are to be cured, 


which may be ſuſpe&ed of Malignity, and have 
a very corroſive Humour in them, Recourle 


mult not preſently be had to hot Irons and Cau- 
ſticks; but let care be taken, in the firſt Place, 
to foment them with Balſamick? Decoctions, 
Vujneraries, and the like; by which the corro- 


five Humor is drawn outwards, the feeble and 
waſted Fibres are reftor'd, and the Humors cir- 


culating through the Place affected receive a 
Balſamick Sweetneſs and Strength. And here 


Jam free to ſay, That if laying aſide Oint- 
ments and the oily Remedies of ordinary 
Phyſicians, thoſe vulnerary and Balſamick De- 
coctions are usd inwardly and outwardly, and 

the malignant and gangrenous Ulcers be at the. * 
firſt manag'd in this Method patiently and affi= _ 
duouſly, they will not qnly be cur'd in a little 


Time, but will ſcarce ever corrupt again or 


grow incurable. But if theſe Remedies are of 


no Service, and the. Ulcer is obſerv'd to gro 
contagious and feeding, in theſe two Caſes only 
Recourſe muſt be had to Burning and Cau- 


ſticks, and at length to the cutting off of the ; 


Member if there be great Fear of a Gangrene. 
After the Ulcer is feared, care muſt be taken 


that the Scar falls off as ſoon as poſſible z, left the 


Mouths of the Veflels being thereby ſhut, 
ſhould hinder the Eruption of the malignant 
Humor; as I obſerv'd but now. Beſmear the 


[0 


Fart with the Juice of Parſly, and twill ſoon 
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© Have Recourſe to inward Remedies; amongſt 
Which, the principal are the Spirit of Wine, 
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| throw off the Scar. If upon the Place that is 
fear d be blown the Flower of Wheat Meal re- 
duc'd to as fine an Alochol as poſſible, and 
thereupon be 9 a Pledget moiſtned in 
black Wine, and left upon the Ulcer for the 
ſpace of one Day, after which'tis to be fomented 


with Linſeed-Oyl, then alſo the Eſcar will fall off; 


Have feen at Padua, when the Cure was per- 
fox m'd by D. Marchetti. eee 
But to return into our Way from this Diver- 
Hon: After the Phyſicians of our Country 
_ Have thus ſcarify'd the Part bit by the Tarantu- 
la, and ply'd it with Alexipharmacks, then they 


diſtill d with Roſemary, or Hungamy- Water; or 
rather, the very Eſſence of Roſemary, diftill'd 
by it ſelf, and taken with Treacle-Water, or 
the Water of Citron Rind, or Hyſop, Parſly, 
wild Thyme, &c. There may therefore pre- 
ſently be given the ſaid Spirit of Wine tinctu- 
red with Roſemary, from one Ounce to two, 
with Thyme-Water, or with the Decoction of 
5 Herbs, and the Patient muſt be 
Well cover'd in a Bed, to bring him to a Sweat; 
and that he may more eaſily fall into it, a lin- 
nen Cloth, moiſtned with the Spirit of Wine, 


= 


and (after it has been {lightly warm'd) wrapp'd 
about his naked Body is commended as very 


uſeful. Epiphanius Ferdinandus, in his Obſerva- 
tions, propoſes the following Electuary, which 


he calls an Antiphalangium, as very uſeful, and 


What he has made Tryal of, viz. Take of Myrtle 
Berries, and Tamaris Wood, of each an Ounce 


Seeds of Parſmips, black Coriander, Chaſt Tree, Car- 


vors, Aniſe, Cummin, and Origanum, of each a Dram; 


Sal d- Earth, and Oriental Bole- Armoniack, of each 
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wo Drams; with Syrup of the whole Citron,” make un 
Electuary; of which take rwo Drams every Day in 
the Morning, OY above it the Decoftion of Alex- 
pharmacal Herbs and Roots: But im earneſt theſe 


or any other Remedies that can be propos d, are 
to little or no purpoſe, unleſs the Mufick be 


preſently us d, as is well known by the 


principal Antidote againft the Poyſon of the Ta- 
rantula; and when once that is heard, the Pati- 
ents, tho' they lay before as if they had been 
taken with an Apoplexy, begin by Degrees to 


move firſt their Hands and Feet, and after- 
wards the other Parts of the Body, till at laſt © 
they fall a howling, ſighing, uttering obſcene 
Expreſſions, and dance for three Days together. 
Dat of theke ingly. 4! LES 
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CHAP. IX. 


LE 


Dancing and Muſick are the principal Antidote 
for this Poiſon; where, by the way, a Deſcrip- 
tion is given of the Manner of Dancing jo 

iſuul in Apulia. n 


. Ecauſe thoſe that are ſtung by the Taramula 


D dye in a little Time without the preſent 
Aſſiſtance of Muſick, all other Remedies giv- 


ing no Relief, it will not be amiſs to give ſome 
Account of the Manner of Dancing that is ſo 


uinal Hh B97 = Eo | 
When' any are ſtung, ſhortly after it, they 


fall down upon the Ground half dead, their 


Strength and Senſes going quite from them. 


Sometimes they breath with a great dealofdiſh- 


ſtant and infallible Experience of thoſe Parts of 
the Country : This muſt be own'd to be the 
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culty, and ſometimes they ſigh pitiouſſy, but 
Frequently they lye without any Manner of 
Motion, as if they were quite dead. Upon the 
art ſounding. of the Muſick the fore - mention d 
Symptoms begin ſlowly to abate, the Patient. 
begins to move his Fingers, Hands, Feet, and 
ſucceſſively all the Parts of the Body; and as 
the Muſick encreaſes, their Motion is accele- 
rated, and if he was Ning upon the Ground, up he 
gets, (as in a ne alls a Dancing, Sighing, 
and into a thouſand mimick Geſtures. Theſe 
firſt and violent Motions continue for ſeveral 
Hours, commonly for two or three; after 
A little Breathing in a Bed, where he is laid to 
© carry off the Sweat, and that he may pick up a 
little Strength, to work he goes again, with 
as much Eagerneſs as he did before, and every 
Day i rnb almoſt 12 Hours by the Clock in re- 
ted Dancing; and, which is truly wonder- 
ul, ſo far is he from being wearied or ſpent by 
this vehement Exerciſe, that (as they fay) it 

makes him more ſprightly and ſtrong. 1 

They frequently begin to dance about Sun- 
Rifing,. and ſome continue in it without In- 
termiſſion till towards Eleven in the Fore- noon: 
There are, however, ſome Stops made; not 


from any Wearineſs, but becauſe they obſerve 


the muſical Inſtruments to be out of Tune; 
upon the Diſcovery of which, one would not 
believe what vehement Sighings and Anguiſh 
at Heart they are ſeiz'd with; and in this 
Caſe, they continue till the Inſtrument is got 
into Tune again, and the Dance renew'd; and 
?tis - ſtrange, That poor country. Girls and 


Boys, that perhaps in all their Lives never ſo 


much as ſet their Eyes upon any of the better 
ſort of muſical Inſtruments, ſhould upon this 
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decaſion become ſo able Judges of the Tunable- 


A 


neſs or Untunableneſs of em. 
About Noon the Exerciſe ceaſes, and they are 
cover'd up in a Bed to force out the Sweat; 


| when this is done, and the Sweat wiped off, 


they are refreſh'd with broth, or ſome ſuch 

light Food, for their extraordinary want of Ap- 
etite will not allow them to feed higher; a- 

Loot one a Clock after Noon, or two at fartheſt, 


they renew the Exerciſe as before, and conti- 
nue it in the Manner above mention'd till 
the Evening; then to Bed they go again for a- 


nother Sweat; when that's over, and they have 


got a little Refreſhment, they lay themſelves 
to ſleep. This Way of Dancing commonly holds 
four Days, it ſeldom reaches to the ſixth. _ 

Ihe Space of time for Dancing is not gene- 


rally certain, for there are many that continue 
it till they find themſelves freed of all the Symp: 
= 


toms, which very frequently happens after 
third or fourth Bay; for then the Maſs of Blood 


being clear'd from the virulent Parts by repeat- 
ed Sweats, the Patient enjoys the Benefit of 


Health as before, and all that Year is free from 


the ill Sy mptoms of that Diſtemper. But tho 
the venomous Seeds of the Diſeaſe arg remov'd 
from the Blood by Sweats, which this Exerciſe 


procures, it does not therefore follow that 
thoſe which are produced by the common Dia- 
phoreticks, will have the ſame Effect: For 


when ſeveral of our Phyſicians have ſet aſide 


the Dancing, and brought the Patient to a 


Sweat by Diaphoretick Waters and Confecti- 
ons, ſome Days before it was ſuppos'd the Fit 


 wou'd come upon him, it has come neverthe- 
bete that with greater Eagerneſs; ſo that theß 


have been f̃orc d to repair to the Dance, and by 
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About the ſame Time of the Year that the 


\- Patient was ſtung, the grievous Symptoms of 
this Diftemper make their Return; ſo that if 


any are not quick enough to get before hand 
with the Deſtemper, by having Recourſe to the 


Dances, the Fit comes upon them unawares; and 


wherever it finds them, down they fall, as if 


leſs, the Face and Extermities of the Body 


turning black, &c. Upon the Notice of this, 
their Relations preſently ſend for the Mufick, 
upon the Hearing of which they begin by little 
and little to come to themſelves; and moving 


_ themſelves, as was ſaid before, get up and 
falla Dancing: And, as I alſo took notice al- 
ready, if the Seaſon for Dancing is ſlip'd, and 


the Advantage of Sweating procur'd by that 


Means loſt, the Patient muſt expe& to be ſe- 
verely afflicted all that Year, by Want of Ap- 
petite, a jaundice Colour in his Skin, Weary- 
neſs all over the Body, and the other fore-men- 


_ tioned Evils; which grow yet worſe and worſe, | 


if he negle&s the following Years alſo to dance; 


Lill at length he falls into an ill Habit of Body, 


Dropfie, and other incurable Diſeaſes. 


I will here ſubjoyn ſome Curioſities, obſerv'd 
in thoſe Perſons in the Time of Danceing. 
In this vigorous Exerciſe e ſigh, 


make heavy Complaints, and (like Perſons in 


Drink) almoſt quite loſe the right Uſe of their 


Underſtanding and Senſes. Their Parents, and 


bother By-ftanders receive the ſame Treatment 
from them; and they ſcarce. remember any 
thing that's paſt. Vet there are ſome of them 
tmhat, during the Exerciſe of Dancing, are 
e — - mightil7 


frequent Sweats this procur'd Way to turn off 


ſeined with an Apoplexy, and become ſpeech- 
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| mightily pleas'd with the green Boughs of Vines 


or Reeds, and wave them about in their Hands 


in the Air, or dip them in the Water, or bind | 5 


them about their Face and Neck, and even 
lunge their Hands and Faces into the 
ater. There are others of them that love to 


be handling red Cloaths, and naked Swords. 
Hereupon the Common-People have taken up 


a prevalent Opinion, That ſuch of em as love 


to dance with green Vine-Branches in their 
Hands, have been ſtung by the Tarantula; and 


that, on the other hand, ſuch as love red 
Cloaths and the naked Sword, have been ſtung 


by the Scorpion; the Truth of which I leave 


undetermin'd. Others again, when there 
is a little Intermiſſion of the Dancing, fall a 


digging of Holes in the Ground, which they 
fill with Water, and then take a ſtrange Satis- 
faction in rowling-” themſelves in them like 


Swine: . Laſtly, when they begin to dance, 
ſometimes they call for Swords, and there they 
a& the Fencer flouriſhing as they dance; ſome- 


times they are for a Looking-glaſs, but then the 


Sight of themſelves fetches up many a deep 
Sigh. Sometimes their Fancy leads them to 


rich Cloaths, curious Veſts and Necklaces, and 
ſuch like Ornaments, and then they are highly 
courteous to the By-ftanders that will gratifie 

them with any of theſe Things; they lay them 


very orderly about the Place where the Exer- 


ciſe is perform'd, and in Dancing pleaſe 


themſelves with one or other of them by 


Turns, as their troubled Imagination dire&s 
them. They are moſt delighted with Cloaths 


of a gay Colour, for the moſt part red, 
green, and yellow: On the other Hand, they 


cannot endure black, the very Sight of it ſets 


them 
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About them are clad in that Colour, they are 

ready to beat them and bid them be gon. 
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Some other Things belonging to this Exerc iſe are 
LO ._ briefly conſiler d. ws 
5 3 : | | , | 


As the Tarantula's are of different ſizes, co. 
lours and virulency, ſo the Perſons ſtung 
by them are delighted and moved to dance by 
different kinds of Sounds, according to the diffe- 
rence of the Tarantula that infected them. Nay, 
every Patient has not only his particular Tune, 
but alſo his particular Inſtrument: Some a Pa- 
ſtoral Pipe, others a little Drum, Cittern, Harp; 
Timbrel, Violins, and Pipes of ſeveral Sorts. Here 
*tis remarkable that ſometimes the Muſicians 
will tune three or four different Sorts of Sounds 
without having the leaſt Effect upon the Patient: 
But when they fallintoa Tune that's accomodated 
to the Poiſon they preſently receive the beriefit of 
it. However this muſt be taken for a Truth, that 
how much ſo ever they vary in their particular 
Tunes; yet they all agree in this, To have the 
Notes run over with the greateſt quickneſs ima⸗ 
ginable (which quickneſs of Sound is common“ 
y call'd Tarantella.) And therefore the Players, 
that have not their Leſſon to learn in theſe 
Matters, eaſily diſcover the cheat of the Wo?: 
men: for if they find that they preſently take any 
Motions, and jog on indifferently, without any 
regard to the ſwiftneſs, ſlowneſs, or other diffe- 


rence 
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o tbe Tarantula. 3 
fence of Sounds they give to underſtand z 
that the honeſt Woman is but in jeſt, and af. 
ter wards Experience puts the matter out of ẽ 88 
doubt JJ nr ny | BM 
This is what I had ſhortly to remark concern 
ing the way of Dancing, and the Effects of it. Eo 
It remains now to examine; Whether Muſick KH 
has ſo much influence upon the Tarantula it ſelf, 
as to put it upon dancing, and whether other | 
Animals that are ſtung by it neceflarily dance. 
That the Tarantula it ſelf does dance at the 
Sound of Muſick, is what ſome have believed; 
as Kircherus Mund. Magnet. lib. 13. part 8. and other 
Authors, who have judged upon the Credit of 
others rather than from what they themielves 
have ſeen. But from what has been already ſaid 
we muſt know, that the Tarantula is a ſort of 
Spider or a eight-ey'd Phalangium, the ſub- 
{tance of which is almoſt all brittle, membran- 
nous, and moſt ſubtile, filled with a peculiar ſort 
of nutritious Lympha (for I ſeldom or never ob- 
ſerv'd any appearance of Blood in it) ſo that it 
is no wonder if the ſlighteſt motion from with-, 
cauſes Involuntary Throws. "5 
But beſides this,it is in the very nature of the 
Inſe& to be inclin'd to Leaping and other vehe- 
ment Motions, and it has ſcarce ever been ob- _ 
ſerv'd to reft; and farther, the extraordinary 
heat of the Summer adds to this, and by exalt- 
ing and attenuating its Humours, hightens the 


< hg W ——_—— 6 


Motion. I have ſeen the Leg of the Tarantu- \ 
ia pull'd off, dance for almoſt two hours toge-- 9 
ther. There is yet a third Cauſe, and that is 1 
the undulatory or wavering Motion of the IM 
Air, which being ftruck pretty ſharply by the 2B 


Muſical Inſtruments, and terminating upon the 
membranous Body of the Inſect, makes it not 
OT edi M _ 
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33% A Diſſertatin I 
tz all ſtrange, if it ſeem to move at the ſound of 
the Muſick, altho that dancing proceed from fl ® 
theſe external Motions, rather than any plea- 
ſure or natural inftin& inclining it to move 1 
ſio upon that occaſion, all which will be more 21 
evident to any that ſhall-read a Treatiſe of the 
force of Percuſſion, publiſh'd not many 8 


280 by the celebrated Borelli (a great Orna- I .. 
ment. of the Academies of gy 1 and Rome) ” 
 Wherein many Secrets of the Power of Im- MW . 
pulſe are examin'd. But tho this is my own Ir 
Mind in the Caſe, yet I don't obſtinately de- 7 
ny its dancing from a natural Inftin& alſo, eſpe- 15 
cFially as we have the word of the fore: cited 


N for it, and of ſeveral other Eye-wit- X 
nefles; only I think the matter needs a little f 
further Proof. F 
Me are now to 0 whether the other d 
Animals, being ſtung by this Inſe&, is inclin d t 
to dance as well as Man. With us the Affir- f 
mative is generally held, and I have often 1 ; 
heard it from Eye-witnefles. Sennertus alſo, lib. i. 
cap. 7. from Epiphanius his Obſeryations tells us f 
that a Waſp being ſtung by the Tarantula fell a ? 
dancing together with it at the ſound of Muſick, 
and that a Cock happening to be in the way, 
Was by the ſame means brought in for Compa- 
ny. Whether other Animals that are ſtung by 
the Tarantula, are put upon that dancing Motion 
4 from the ſame Cauſes, which we have obſerv'd 
but now to have that effect upon the Tarantula 
it ſelf, is what I queſtion very much; yet I con- 
feſs that as thoſe that are bit by a mad Dog will 
hol and in other reſpects act like Dogs, which 
proceeds perhaps from the Impreſſions of cer- 
Ttain Ideas of the mad Dog upon the Poiſon, 
and conveyed along with it, 15 it the . 
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and Inclinations of that little Creature are latent 
n in its moſt active Poiſon, and be thereby eom- 
* municated to other Animals, it is no great von- 
der if they exert their whole Power in them, 
end that in a way very agreeable to the nature 
of che Ia. 
8 About ten years ago, when I was practiſing 
— at Naples in that fam'd Emporium both of” 
) earned Men and Sciences, a Friend of mine 
* was at the pains to bring thither ſome of theſe 
n Inſes alive from Apulia, about the Month of 
7 Auguſt. One of them we firſt irritated by {trik- 
> ing it ſlightly,and then ſet before it the Head of 
d a live Coney, the upper Lip of which in a little 
time it ſtung in, two places. Two hours after 
this, the Lips wel remarkably, and grew black, 
and the Coney it ſelf. being taken with a ſtrange” 
difficulty of Breathing, the Hair at the ſame: 
time ſtanding ſtraight all the Body over, 
fell down to the ground. Till the forth. * 
day it took neither Meat nor Drink, but ly= * 
ing ſenſleſs, and being much oppreſſed by the 
foremention'd Symptoms, the fifth day about 
Noo ĩt y f. & 
Before its death, the Head, Lips and Tongue 
were grievouſly ſwell'd; ay, and the Abdomen 
too; and tho? the Muſician came, and us'd great 
variety of Tunes, yet it had no effect upon the 
Coney, which ſtill lay quiet, and without mo- 
tion. It is therefore probable that that Poyſon 
does not produce the ſtrange effects of Dancing 
any where but in Apulia, where by the ſcorch- 
ing Heat of the Sun it is exalted to its due 
height, and not in other Parts that lie perhaps 
under a colder Climate. I purpoſed, upon my 
return to Lecce, to make ſome Experiments in 
Animals by the EW! of the Tarantula; but * 
| * 9 
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I bad ſcarce got home before I was to travel in- 


a = { 


3 3 | erg | & 
to foreign Countries, 1 cou'd do nothing at all 2 
in that matter. „ 0 


When the Body of the Coney was open'd, 2 
> we found the Veins and Arteries of the Brain 
Twelld up, and the Brain it ſelf a little inflam'd' R 
andHet about with blackiſh Spots here and there. A 
\ The Lungs an d other Entrails were diſtended 
with clotted and black Blood. In the Ventricles 
of the Heart were obſerv'd greater Clotts of tt 
Blood, and ſmall Branches of a Polypous Con- 


1 4 : : a. 

_ + cxetion 3 there was abundance of Serum ly- 0 
ing about the outward parts of the Brain. The 0 
other Parts were all ſound and untainted. _ tl 


There is nothing more frequent in the 1 5 
ing of Bodies, than to meet with extravaſated 
== Serum in the Parts and Cavities of it. But I ſh 
= have obſerv'd it eſpecially in the Bodies of ſuch at 
= as have dy'd through a general Coagulation of th 


the Blood, or rather a particular one, there be- ir 
 Ing/an Obſtruction in ſome of the Bowels. By Ml 5 
General, I mean that which is in malignant Fe- E 
vers proceeding from Coagulation; by Particu- e 


lar, that in the Apoplexy, ſeveral Diſeaſes of 

Eungs, Obſtructions of the Entrails, and hard 

= _  Swellings, Whence we very often find in Per- 

: . Jonsthatdie of an Apoplexy, abundance of Se- 

= rum {ſwimming both without and within the 
Brain. In ſuch as die of diſtemper'd Lungs, it 8 
is found in the Cavities of the Breaſt, and ſo 
on: And this diflodging of the Serum is rather 
to be reckoned amongſt the Effects than Cauſes 
of the principal Diſeaſe, in as much as it diſco- Ml. 
vers it ſelf but a few days or months before A 
Death. Which 1 have principally obſerv'd in 1 
"= Fach as die of a Polypus in the Heart, whoa f 
little before death begin to be afflicted with an a 
. 8 | ceedematous 5 


9 
* 


of 


Gade ate Swelling of the Feet, then TN ad. | 
cal, and at laſt fall into a Dropſy, "To this a- 
grees What! have obſery'd concerning the Aﬀeh- 
ma, and other PeQoral Diſeaſes, in which there 
is ſome Obſtruction in the Right Autide or 
Right Ventricle of the Heart, as a Dilatation, 
Anenriſm, Polypus, Offification, and the like, 
which hinder the Blood from diſcharging. it ſelf 
out of the Right Ventricle of the Heart. into 
q 


the Lungs. In theſe Diſtempers I have obſery 
2 Tumor in the outer part of the Right Hand, 


coming on gradually, of a natural Colour, 


ſomewhat pale; which, upon the haſtening Of be 


the Diſtemper to produce its fatal Effect, 
been raiſed higher, and expanded it ſelf through 
the whole Arm. Whenever therefore any. onę 
ſhall take notice. of this Tumor in the back, 
and ſoon after in the hollow of the Hand, and 
bs it is attended with a difficulty. of Breath- 

g, he may be bold to aflert that there is ſome . 
Oßttruction about the Right Ventricle of the 
Heart, or its Auricle, as will appear more 
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Several Hires of ma aun vn. the 
LES Tarantula. ee 
nisroRY bo 


TY the Year 1689. a Noble, Woman of Tette 
returning out. of the Country to the City, 
Fork alide into a Wine Cellar, whence after 


A little my there, ſhe returned home, and fg 
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38 J Diſertatim 


a me was employing her ſelf about her Houſhold 


Affairs, felt ſomewhat. like the Bite of an Em- 


met in her Right Thigh. In the mean time not 


> I 5 ſlight a matter, ſhe went to dinner, 
but ſhe had ſcarce begun to eat, before her 
Thigh and other inferior Parts were gradually 
ſeized with a Numbneſs, ſo that ſhe wag not 
Jenſible of any twitching. Hereupon ſhe leaves 
Her Dinner, retires to her Chamber to look to 
Her Thigh, and found in the place that was bit 
a {mall Tumor, about the bigneſs of a Pea, of a 


dark reddiſh colour, and ſomewhat inclining to 


blew. Forthwith ſhe apply'd to it Treacle and 


| bruiſed Garlick mix'd together, and at the ſame 


time found her ſelf taken with a violent An- 
£2 at Heart, and great difficulty of Breathing; a 

ittle after, being got to bed, there came upon her 
an univerſal Trembling, and that with ſuch vio- 
lence, that two robuſt Men could ſcarce hold her: 


not long after ſhe was taken with a grievous | 


Pain in her Joints and Toes, and ſo great was 
Her Pain that ſhe could hardly bear the weight 
of a ſlight Linnen Smock that was put upon 
her. Ihe Phyſician being call'd, lanc'd the Part 
affected ſeveral ways, and then apply'd to it 


Treacle and bruiſed Garlick mix'd together, 


and gave inwardly Confection of Alkermes with 
generous Wine, but all to no purpoſe ; for loſs 
of Speech and difficulty of Breathing increas'd 
upon her, and ſhe found, ſhe ſaid, her Tongue 
Io pull'd in, thatſhe could not get her Words 
pronounc'd. All theſe happen'd in the compals 
of three hours after ſhe was bit, and to theſe 
were added a great Thirſtineſs, want of Sleep, 
Pain at Heart, Loſs of Appetite, and many o- 
ther Symptoms. Whence her Parents began to 


ſuſpect there might be ſomething of * 
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of the Tarantula in the Caſe (tho they found it 
not in the Place affected) and thereupon advis d 
the Patient to dance; but with Tears running 
down, ſhe told them, that the Pain of her 
joints, and the total loſs of Strength made it 
impoſſible for her to do that. © ar 
But the Diſeaſe growing ſtill more violent, 

the Muſieians were ſent for, who ſtanding by 

the Bed - ſide, ask'd the Patient what was the 
Colour and Size of the Tarantula that ſtung her, 
that ſo they might fall upon the Tune that was 
peculiar to it; and when ſhe made anſwer, that 4 
ſhe could not tell whether ſhe was ſtung by the 4 
Tarantula or Scorpion; they 7 at a venture 1 
two or three different kind of Tunes, which 


$34 had no manner of effect upon her; but upon 
her the hearing of a fourth different from the other, 
”” ſhe began to ſigh, and not being able to mode- 
ek: rate the moſt vehement Impulſes raiſed in her 


by the Muſick, without any regard to Mo- 
defty, ſprung out of Bed almoſt quite naked, 
fell a dancing with Free eagerneſs, and ſo con- 
tinuing for three days in the uſual Method, 
was freed from all the Symptoms. But tho the 
Patient kept very well all that Year, yet every 


er, Year after, eſpecially about the time of her be- 3 | 
th W ing ſtung, the Symptoms are renew'd, and there | 
oft is a Pain, Tumor, and reddiſh Colour in the | 
bY Place that was ſtung ; but then theſe are all re- 
u 5 


mov d by the Dancings we have already det 
ſerib'd. 1 | 5 2 . FIG | | & , 


HISTORY u. ca 5 15 5 
Another Lady alſo of the ſame City happening | | 
to be ſtung by the Tarantula, was taken with the 


bme 5ym ptoms, more or leſs violent; but by 
2377 WES - 
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3% A Diſſertation 
7 dancing gording to the Cuſtom of the Coun 
erh, turned them off, and was very well all that 
Ver: But every Vear after, about the wonted 
repiyal of che Poyſon, her Toes were ſeizd 
wath.a moſt violent Pain, by which, they were 
inflam'd, and by the falling down of the In- 
{ flammation, there flow'd out at the Nails a thin 
auch molt, ſharp, wateriſh Humour, that grie- 
 vaully. ulcerated the adjacent Parts. Upon theſe 
accounts the Lady being obhlig'd to dance, after 
the Exerciſe was over, found her felf preſently 
_ cur of the foremention'd Symptoms of her. 
Toes and ;,yhole,Body, and even the Nails, of 
: | Yo 
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2 
„ old Man of about 70 Vears; and of a pret 
tr ſtrong Conſtitution, born in the City of Nar- 
de near Legca, towards the beginning of the 
Month of Jah laid himſelf to ſleep in the, 
| Fields, and, particularly in a Corn-Vard about 
| Mid-day; be happen'd ſuddenly to be ſtung 
Witch aflender Prick, upon which he wak'd and 
clapt his Hand hard upon the place that was 
ſtung; after wards baring his Thigh, he found a 
black Scorpion lying dead. by the Part affected. 
_ Alittle after he was taken with a heavy Anguiſh 
a teart, am univerſal Faintneſs, Preſſure in the 
E |  _Breaſt,, Weakneſs in the Head, and other Symp- 
toms. The Diſeaſe was ſo far from abating. 
ttzhrough the means that were us'd both inwardly 
and outwardly, that all grew worſe ; and the 
Patient being kept faſt a bed, clapp'd his Hands, 
call'd-for-Yine-Branches dipt in Water, had a 

great deſire for Muſick and Dancing; and made 
great Motion with his Feet as helay. are ge . 
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Bed. Mean time in came the Muſick, upon the 
hearing of which the old Man was ene 
pleas neis, 
and continual Preſſure of Breaſt and Heart, he 


7 


d; but yet through extreme Weakne 


* 


cou d hardly be mov'd from one ſide to another, 
ſo that in a few hours after he was ſeiz 
violent Pain that carried him off. 


21zed with a 


3 


i n 
A Country Youth about Nardo having. got a 


Melon, that had a natural Hollowneſs in it, 
wherein lay a Scorpion, firſt threw off the Scor- 
pion, and then eat up the Melon. In leſs than 
two hours after he was taken with a moſt ſevere 


Colick, preſently after with a Fever and moſt 
fatal Symptoms both of the vital and natural 
Region, the violence of all which brought him 


to his End the third day. He alſo was mightily 
. pleas'd with the Muſick and Dancing, and wou'd 


always have the Green-leaves of Reeds by his 


Bedſide. Whence we infer, that he dy'd by 
the Virulency of the Scorpion 


2 * 7 ö E 
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27 the Virtue of the Lapis Indicus or Indian Stone, i 


commonly call 'd Serpentinus, againſt the Sings of 


Scorpions. 


5 * Stone is found in the Head of the Baie 
Serpent, with us Cobra de Capelo, and by the 


common conſent of all that write of the Product 
of that Country, is believ'd to be a Specitick _ 
to draw out Poyſon from any Part that has been 

ſtung by a venomous Creature. It has never- 


theleſs been diſcover'd by the repeated Experi- 


„„ ments 


i . 
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ing a flight matter of it, us' 
e and therefore moſt fearful Symptoms coming 
e upon him, he was brought into imminent _ 
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ments of the moſt accurate Rhedi, made 


on it about the moſt powerful Poyſon of the Oil 
of Tobacco, Vipers, and African Scorpions, that 
its Virtus of fucking out Venom is only pre- 


tended and falſe, as may be ſeen by his Letter 


to Kireberivs. It was long before I cou'd any 


way quit the Opinion of ſo grout a Man, be- 
cauſe of the great weight of the Experiments 
which he has made in the Court of ſo great a 


Prince; But having received moſt acceptable 
Letters, when I was employ'd' in Writing 
theſe things, ſent me to Rome by my Father, 


from the very Learned Father John Dominicus 
Putignani of the Society of Jeſus, I chang'd my 


Opinion, as having underſtood from thoſe Let- 
ters, that the Vertue of the foremention'd Stone 
cou'd not be altogether pretended, but partly 


true, of which that Learned Father has made 
experiment at Paula, a City of Calabria. The 


Subſtance of the fore-mention'd Letter js 


this. LETS 5 8 | | G 

„Upon my Departure ſome Years ago from 
& Sicily, I took along with me ſome of the Ser- 
«<-pentine-Stones, which were given me by aRe- 
c ligious Gentleman that was lately come there 
e from Portugal. I went to Paula, a Town. of 
£ Calabria, where I ſtaid for ſome time. Mean 
ce time one of the Peaſants of Calabria had his 


, Neck ſtung by one of the Scorpions of that 


% Country in the Month of 92 but a 
'no Remedy 3 


„ hazard. Three days being paſs'd, upon in- 


F' , formation of his Cafe by his Friends, I pre- 
s ſently went to the Patient, to make an Expe- 


£ 7iment of the Virtue of theſe, Stones. When 


Wag 


* 


's 


« ftung, which had a little Eſcar grown over 


“ it. After having made an Inciſion with a 


<« Lancet, I preſently apply d one of the fore- 
“ mention'd Stones, which ſtuck very cloſe to 
“ itz and within four or five minutes of an 
© hour, the Patient began to ſigh ſtrangely; and 
© to fetch his Breath pretty faſt, and in about 
« ͤ quarter of an hour was perfectly cured, 
« many of his Country-men being preſent- 1 


© took notice when I firſt apply d the Stone, 


© that it was preſently to be diſcharged of the 
« Poyſon that itſuck'd in, by infuſing it in Milk, 
© by which means the Seeds of the Venom 


verre taken off. Altho the Patient was freed 


* from the Diſeaſe in a quarter of an hour, 
yet for his greater Safety he continu*d' to ap- 
“ ply the Stone for other two days; and 2 
“ ferv'd every freſh Application, it always left 
in the Milk ſomething of the venomous Sub- 
* ſtance, till at length it did not colour it at all. 
This is the Subſtance of the Letter ſent me by 
that Learned Father, writ in alis. 
Whence we muſt infer that the forementiond 
Stones do truly extract Poyſon; but becauſe 


there are many counterfeit ones ſold for aſmall 


Price by the Arabians and Indians, Who herein - 
put the cheat upon us the Inhabitants of -Exrepe, 


as the foreſaid Mr.Redi acknowledges, it is there» - 


fore no wonder that very often they fall ſnort 
of expectation. By the way, we muſt call to 


mind the Rules laid down by Mr. Boyle in his 
_ Treatiſe concerning the Unſucceſsfulneſs of Ex- 


periments; where he diſcourſeth gary, of Ex- 
periments that ſucceed not, tho they 
fn 3 Et 
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6c Leame I found him in a dying condition; his VE 
„Son ſhew'd me the part of his Neck that was 
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Funcis Aluſtel, a Peaſant of the Province of 


Tete, ten Years' ago, about the beginning of 


da, was ſtung in the Left Hand by a Tarantula, 
as he was buſy gathering Ears of Wheat. Hav- 


ing kill'd the Spider, he went home with his 


Company, but by that time they had gone half 
Way, on a ſudden he fell down upon 
the Ground, as if he had been ſeized by an 

Apoplexy; after which he cou'd not breath 
Without difficulty, his Face, Hands and other Ex- 


tremities turning black. His Companions that 


knew the Cauſe of his Diſtemper,fetch'd the Mu- 
ſiek, upon the ſound of which the Patient by de- 
grees came to himſelf, beginning to ſigh, and to 


move firſt his Feet, then his Hands, and ſo the 
Bhole Body; at laſt getting upon his Feet, he fell 


à dancing very keenly, and fetch'd up ſuch dread- 


ful Sighs, that he almoſt frighted | thoſe that 
were with him. As he danc'd about he bare in 
his -Hands green Twigs of Reeds and Vines 


moiſten'd with Water, ſometimes he rowl'd him- 


ſelf upon the Ground, and ſtruck very fiercely up- 


on it with his Feet. Two hours after the Muſick 
began, the Blackneſs of his Face and Hands 


went quite off, and having gone through the 
Dances for three days after the uſual manner, 


and ſo forcing out Sweats, he was reſtor d to 


perfect Health. Every Year, about the time he 
was ftung, the Pain in the Part affected returns 


with: all the.foremention'd Symptoms, but not 
ſo violently; and unleſs the Paroxyſm that 


comes creeping on be prevented by Muſick and 


Dancing, he is ſeiz'd with it on a ſudden, ſo 
| that about the ſuſpected time he is often * 
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with the fatal Diſeaſe; but then the Muſick» 
being hrought, he is preſently ear: Lagam. oft 
P 

HIS TORT VMI. 


„„ 


HRS, | 


One Peter Simeon of the Province calld Terra ; 
d See Re A hat and dry Con 
ſtitution, living in che Country, Was ftung one 
night under his: Eeft: Ribs by a Turantuln, which! 
perhaps was of the, blackiſh Kintl, cas may b 
gather d from the enſuing Symptoms. He 


preſently; found; à grievous Pam in the Place 
that (was #ung; anc. rthwith fell down upon: 


the Ground, ſeiz d with a Chillneks all OVer 


the Body, a ſtanding of the Hair, Pain of thæ 


Share- Bone, Extenſion of the Vard, &. His Legs 
were feeble, he fell a ſighing and wailin | 
plain'd he-was like to be tuffocated;! endeavour - 


ing to cry aloud, but was not able. Next 


morning they that were about bim carried him 
to the Town, brought the Muſick: to him, and 
that kind of it was moſt agreeable to him, 


which the People of our Country call Carens. 
Upon the hearing of the Muſick he began t 
dance, Sweats came very faſt upon him, he | 


kept waking for a week, drank pure Winey had 
no Stool for foun days, his Fancy led him to 4 
Funeral Song, he wou'd be plung'd into Water, 


lov'd a ruddy Colour, mortally hating what | 


was green, Which he wou'd tear in pieces, and 


trample. under his Feet. In the night time he 


wou'd be ſcratching; his Heels with his Hands; 
by which means he was ſomewhat: diſpos'd to 
lleep. He ate little or nothing, but dancing 
almoſt a whole week, was} perfectly eured h 
Syeating and Muſick. This Hiſtory I have 


yY. Dr — , 
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{ 5 taken out of Epiphanius Ferdin endus, his $7th 


Obſervation, principally with this view, that 


| clearer Light be farther diſcover” 
HISTORY VIl. 


3 


Tarantule being brought to Naples from Apulia in 


= the Month of Auguſt 1693. he put two of them 
upon his Left Arm betwixt his Shirt and his 


Skin, before fix Witneſſes and a Publick Nota- 
ry : It was not long before he was ſtung, and 
he found a Prick like that which is made by an 


*— EmmetorFly, and at the ſame time a Pain in 
= the jointing of the Ring Finger of the ſame 


Arm. Next day the Part that was ſtung | + wa 
reddiſh, and there was round about it a blew 


and yellow Circle: The third day the yellow 
= Circle {welld, with a continuance of Pain: The 
- fourth day the ſwelling of the ſaid Circle went 
off, and the Part that was ſtung continu'd of a 

| Colour ſomewhat red and blewiſh, but he ſcarce 
felt the Pain. Thus the Diſeaſe held without 
any freſh Onſet of Symptoms for fifteen days: 
E the fifteenth day a black Scurf grew over the 


Part that was ſtung, which being taken off, ano- 


ther came upon it, and then alſo the yellow and 
blue Circle appeared. A month after the fting- 


8 ing: 


/ 


the Symptoms of this Poyſon ar 95 be ſet in a 


a E Pondera Credulitati, quam addende Plume. 
ln matters of Phyfick Credulity ſhou'd have its 
Wings clipped, rather than be help'd to fly. 
One of the Phyficians of Naples thinking very 
ſeriouſly of this not long ago, thought he ought 
not to give any credit at all tothe ſo much talk'd c 
of Effects of the Tarantula, unleſs he made trial 
of the matter upon himſelf. Whereupon ſome 
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neſs, which I do not know whether to attribute 


to the vitulency of the foregoing Diſeaſe, or to 


other occult Cauſes. Soon after he went home 
to his own Country to retrieve. his Strength, 
and return'd to Naples threemonths after, where 


he now lives, and does very well. The 7th Day 


after the Stinging the Tarantula dy'd. From this 
Hiſtory, which was imparted to me by my very 
good Friend Dr. Bulifonius, we may gather, that 


A Tarantula tranſported to foreign Countries does 


not produce fatal Symptoms by ſtinging ʒ and that 
the Heat of ſuch Countries is not active enough 
to elevate the Venom to a due pitch. Kh” 


— 


a 


SR. xx 


Some things propos d by way of Doubt, concern- 
ing the genuine Nature of this Poiſun. 


9 


IS the common Quality of all Poiſons, to 


upon the Life of Animals; 
and this they do not with a bulky, but in a 


ſmall and ſometimes unperceivable gg. 


Generally Poiſons operate either by curd= 
ling or diflolving; and ſome things inoffen- 
| five to Beaſts, are fatal to Men, and e contra. 


So that tis not the Activity of the Poyſon, and 


a venomous Quality in the Subſtance, that's re- 
quir'd for doing the injury, ſo much as a parti- 
cular Diſpoſition and Analogy of the Pores in 
the Parts of an Animal, proportion'd ſo as to 


receive the Poyſon. Scaliger, Exerc. 33. $. 2. 


gives an Inſtance of a Reaper, that being 3 


| diſplay their whole Force ſuddenly, and 
with a violent Fury, 
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* if the: Taniitela 
ing, the Patient was ſeiz'd with a flight Weak» 
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Kugler che ſeorching hifluence of the Sun, and 

Srkfeam thirſty, drank ſome Cup-fuls of Water 

m the height of his Heat, and fell down dead 
Fon after. Now in this caſe the Water was 
Hke'Poyſon, for the Humors being mightily ra- 


ify'd b the Heat of the Sun, were ſo diſpos d, 


18 
that as Won as it join'd 'em, its Chilneſs pro- 
due'd an immediate and fatal Coagulation. And 
have prov'd at large in my Book of Mechanica 
Medlicinalia, that Pleuriſys, Quinſys, and ſuch o- 
ther Diſeaſes proceed from ſudden cold by the 
fame Mechanical Contrivance. _ 

An corroſive Poyſons, we obſerve that their 

_ edged and cutting Particles corrode and diflolve 
the ſolid Parts, and curdle and coagulate the 
Fluid. The effect upon them both is the ſame, 
namely, Solution; which in the Fluids is 
Coagulation, and in Solids Corroſion, When 
thevirulency. of the Pox firſt ſeizes a Man, it 
produces congealing Effects, as we may gather 
from the Buboes, Notes, Stiffneſs in the Joints, 
'&c. But when the Diſeaſe advances, .and the 
yenomous Matter is much exalted by repeated 
"Circulation, it produces 'diflolving effects, fuch 
as Rottenneſs in the Bones, piercing boaring 
'Pains in the Parts, Leannefs, Fevers, &c. And 
this gives us to know, that the Production of one 
Symptom more than another requires a parti- 
cular Diſpoſition in the Body for receiving the 


3 


= DRvxEB3RE©CUaXLXMMFT EIS, CN RES 
be Tarantula breeds in Puglia, the moſt 
3 parchd Country of all Italy; and as the Conſti- 
dution of a People is always of a piece with the 
Temperament of their Climate, ſo the Natives 
of this Country are of a. very hot Conſtitution, 
© impatient; and very much ſubjed to zepte and 
In ratory Diſeaſes; from whence we make 
4 32 1 5 An | ; 


\ 


ſcour over all on a ſudden, and by raiſing a 


Spirits are ſo wy 


of the Tess 


an obvious In ference, of that vehement Volntilita- : 
tion of the Juices, that is ſometimes ſo obſer- 


vable in the Blood of the Apuliams, that the ſub-· 
tiler Part being exhald, there remains nothing 


but an earthy fix'd Part, which readily breeds 


hypochondriatk and melancholick Diſorders. 
So that whether we conſider the Temperiof the 


Inhabitants, the Nature of the Climate, or the 


Diſpoſition of the Poyſonous Animal, we'll find 
in all of 'em the higheſt Activity, Volatilifa- 


tion, and Impetuoſity, which may ſerve to di. 


rect us in forming an Opinion of the Nature of | 
the Poyſon of the Tarantula. In een, 
Upon a narrow and attentive Scrutiny, w. welt 

find that the nature of Poyſon deriv*dieither 
from mad or virulent Animals, conſiſts in a 
Compoſition of too active, volatile and rapid 
Particles, which being mix 'd with the Blood; 


violent Commotion, diflolve the mutual Bond 
of the conſtituent Parts of the Blood, upon 


vhich all the Parts being left to their own: ten- 


dency, and falling off on all ſides, the Coagus _ 
lation takes place; which ſhews it ſelf inan- 
guiſh at Heart, Speechlefineſs, Oppreſſion of 


the Pulſe, Blackneſs of the extreme Parts, and 


ſuch other Symptoms. To this purpoſe is the. 


Obſervation of Benivenius mention d in his Hin. 


cap. 56. I had a Servant, ſays he, that being ſtung 


by a Scorpion, was ſeiz'd with ſuch a ſudden and cold „ 


Sweat all over his Body, that he complain d of bei 
me in the coldeſt Snow and Ice; but he was preſent 7 | 
4 Doſe of Venice Treacle in ſtrong Nine. 

Tn Advance is further con by ma- 


ny Obſervations made * * mad Animals. Tho? 


Man is void of all Poyſon, yet ſometimes his 
ned and red * 1 | 
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for if in that actual Fit of Anger he happens to 
bite one, a venomous Madneſs has been known 
to enſue. This is more manifeſt in Dogs, Cats; 
: _ _ Wolves, Mules, and ſuch other Animals, pro- 
wok: to Anger, which turn thereupon mad, 
i and communicate a yenomous Madneſs by their 
Bites. It can't be alledg'd that theſe Animals 
4 kat Poyſon lodg'd in their Body before, ſince alt 
1 the force of their Venom conſiſts in the raiſing 
of the Humors and Spirits to the higheſt degree 
of Exaltation and Rage. In July 1691. I ſaw a 
Mule at Padua that tarn'd mad, either thro? an 
_ . over-bearirig venereal turgency, or thro the 
violent Heat of the Summer; and ſpringing out 
of the Stable, threw down a Man, whom he 
bit in ſeveral places of the Arm and Neck, and 
—_  kick'd with his Heels; upon which the poor 
” Wretch died a few hours after; but before he 
3 dy d, he grew mad, and run at the People about 
im with intent to bite m. 1h 
I The exceſſive Activity in the Blood and Cli- 
mate of the Apuliunt is further confirm'd by this 
Remark, That there's a greater frequency of 
melancholick and mad People in Puglia than in 
any other Country of hraby ; Which gave occa- 
ſion to the 80 at Naples that celebrated and 
great Hoſpital of incurable Perſons, in which 
great numbers of Madmen are kept. A fur- 
ther Confirmation may be taken from the great 
frequency of mad Dogs, whoſe Madneſs is juſt- 
ly attributed to the ſcorching Heat of the Air. 
But ſuch is the Divine Bounty, that thoſe who 
are bit by mad Dogs are ſpeedily cured by re- 
pairing to the Tomb of St. Viti about 40 Miles 
from Lecca, where the Interceſſion of that 
Saint procures em a favourable Return from 
the Almighty, „ Now 
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of the Tarantula. 40 
Now this high Exaltation of the Venom, or 
the raging Fury of the Spirits rais'd to a veno- 
nious Pitch, which we have aſcrib'd to other 
Animals, may juſtly be attributed to the Tas 
rantula, as the ſole Fund of its Venom. The 
Tarantule, and other Spiders, are generally pla- 
ced by Authars among poiſonous. Animals; 
And though Harvey, de Geher. Animal. exert. 34. 
fays, he could obſerve no Difference between 
a Prick made in his Hand with a Needle, and 
another made with the Sting of a Spider; vet 
Dr. Liſter, de Inſect. Angl. ſays there is this Dif- 
ference, That the Place which receives the ve- 
nomous Pun&ure gathers it ſelf in a Knot, and 
aſſumes a Redneſz, Heat, and Inflammation, 
as if *twere preparing to expel the nocive Poy- 
ſo n | : 5 „ 
But tho? all Spiders are veriomous, and their 
Bites are pernicious, yet thoſt are more veno- 
mous Which breed in very. hot Countries; as it 
appears from the Tarantula of Puglia, and the 
Scorpions both of that Country and of Africa. 
For the Humors of the Tarantula being rais d to 
the higheſt Pitch of Exaltation, by the fier7 
Heat of the Apulian Air, tis no Wonder if thar 
Animal degenerates to a venomous Madneſs, 
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as other Animals are, wont to do. Arid hence - 


'tis that. the Tarantula which frequents the 
Mountains upon the Confines of Apulia is ings 
fenſive, and its Bites do no Harm in the Wins 
ter. Nay, if you tranſport a Tarantula to fos 
reign Countries, it ſhall do. no Harm in Bien 
or Stinging; becauſe, in ſuch Countries, and 
in ſuch a Seaſon of the Year, its Humors can- 
not be heighthen'd to the due Pitch of Venom. 
This Venom therefore in Reſpect of it ſelf, _ 
muſt conſiſt in the lte * of.Exaltations 


* 
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but with Reſpect to the Diverſity of the Con- 
ſtitutions of Men, it produces various Effect s: 
Among which, the principal are Condenſation, 
. and Coagulation, and an Oppreſſion of the Spi- 
Tits; theſe being ſufficiently manifeſt in the 
Anguiſh at Heart, the low Pulſe, the Difficul- 
ty of Breathing, the black or livid Colour of 
the Face and extream Parts, the Coldneſs of 
the whole Body, the Swelling, Numneſs, Pain, 
and Inflammation oſ the Part affected, the Cure 
of the Diſeaſe compaſs'd by the Spirit of Wine 
impregnated with Roſemary Flowers, or the Eſ- 
fence of Roſemary Flowers, Sweat procured by 
violent Leaping, the continnal Pains of the 
Head and Bones, Swoonings, Inappetency, Fear 
of Suffocation, and a thouſand other Symptoms, 


that appear in the inſuing Years after the Per- 


fon is ſtang. Whether this Condenſation pro- 
ceeds from the acid or the alcaline Parts of the 
Poyſon, let better Heads determine: This I 
am ſure of, That ſome Alcali's are endow'd 
with the Vertue of Diflolving, and others of 
_Curdling; and the moſt judicious Authors ſay 
the ſame thing of Acids; fo that in fo doubtful 
2 Caſe, tis not Speculation, but Experience 
and Trial that can find out the Truth. I wiſh 
'yPhſicians wou'd ſpend leſs Time in theſe fruit- 

leſs Speculations, upon the Conſideration that 
the firſt and immediate Caules, and the ſmalleſt 
Properties of natural Things, are involv'd in Ob- 
ſeurity, and brought to light with the greateſt 
J VVV 
The Poyſon of the Tarantulæ is not elevated 
to ſo high a venomous Degree as that of Vipers, 


but it goes far beyond it in the violent Motion 


of its conſtituent Parts, and the other Qualities 
- of Motion: So that Willis, cap. 7. de * 
+ | + . | 4 uk. OT, ' n 
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vid. ſaid juſtly, . That the Poyſon of the Taras 
tule mix'd with the nervous Juice, is too mild 
quite to extinguiſh and ſink the animal Spirits; 
6r to diſperſe em Intirely when they ate dis 
ſtrated; and that it only puts them to flight, 
and then excites em to ſhght Convulſions that 
have ſcarce any worſe. Symptom than Pain. 
And tho the Poyſon of the Tarantula, by the . 
Activity of its virulent Subſtance does almoſt 
diſpoſe the Humors to Coagulation; yet; by 
Vertue of the brisk and lively Motion of its - 
conſtituent Parts, it hinders in ſome meafare 
the total Colaguation of the Humors, and by 
giving à Fillip to the Spirits and Humors, pre- 
vents their final Sinking. Nay, ſometimes 


ſuch is the Agitation of the Spirits, that they 


degenerate into involuntary and purely ſpaſs ' 
modic Motions; and accordingly fome Perſons | 
ſtung by a Tarantula, are thereupon ſeiz'd with . 
violent Convulfions, Shiverings, a Eooſeneſs; 


and many other involuntary Motions: |. 


I leave the impartial World to judge,whethet 
theſe doubltfu Advances of the Nature of this 
Poiſon are true, or at leaft likely. This I muſt 
confeſs, That I take more Pleaſure in obferving 
the ſtanding and conſtant Motions of. Naturez 
relating to the Diagnoſticks, Prognoſticks, and 
Cure of Diſeaſes, than in ſuch idle and fleeting 
Speculations, which laſt only till they are joſts 
led out by an oppoſite Notion: Upon Which 
Head Cicero, de Nat. Deor. ſaid. well; Opinionum 
Commenta delet Dies, Nature Judicia confirmats 
(i. e.) Time overturns the Fictions of Opinion; 
but it conſirms the Judgments of Nature. 
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e Enquiry e the Efie of Met is 
this and other Diſeaſes. 8 


" A LL the World knows how wonderful and 
FA various the Effects of Motion are; Ge- 
_ Heration, Corruption, and all ſublunary 
_ Alterations are the Product of Motion: 
Whatever lives, whatever grows, and what- 


$&. 


ever undergoes the ſenfible Mutations of Life | 


and Deſtruction, is in a perpetual Motion.” T was 


- From this Conſideration, the wiſer Sort of 


Philoſophers made Motion and Matter the two 
grand Principles of Things. And conſidering 


That the Operations of Motion are performed 


by the Contact of Bodies, tis no Wonder that 
the ſlighteſt Impreſſions of Motion produce ad- 
mirable Effects, by communicating the 1mpetus 
of the Contact to the very remoteſt Parts; as 
- Boreli has demonſtrated in his golden Book de 

Fi Percuſſionis. Tho? Sony People are unfit for 
all manner of Exerciſe, I am of the Opinion, 
hat conſtant Converſation with their Friends, 
or the Reading of Books with a loud Voice, may 
do *em the ſame Service with Exerciſe; for in 
ſpeaking, the Muſcles of the Mouth and adja- 
cent Parts are contracted and exercis'd ; and by 
Vertue of that Contraction, the Expreffion and 
Circulation of the Lquids, that lye within 
the Verge of Contact, is performed with more 
Expedition and Facility; and thereupon all, e- 
ven the remoteſt Liquids, circulate with great» 
er Velocity. That Speaking loud, as well as 
Singing, is juſtly reckon'd among the kinds 
of Exerciſe, is manifeſt from the Cn 
4 | 1 Vords 


0. 


Words of Plutarch, in his Treatiſe de tuend. hom 
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leſs to preſcribe Exerciſe ' of the Body for Students, 


upon the Plea, that their daily vocal Diſputes are att 1 


admirable Sort of Exerciſe, conducive not only for 
Health, but for the Strength of the Body; not that 
Strength that beats out the Muſcles and bends the Shin, 
but that which gives an internal Force, a genuine Vis 
gour to the vital and more principal Parts. And in- 


' deed, conſidering that Voice is not à ſlight and ſupe rs 


ficial Agitation of the Spirits, but that which reaches 
the very Fountain and Viſcera, which increaſes the 
Heat,  ſubtiliſes the Blood, purges the Veins, opens 
the Arteries, digeſts the Aliment, keeps the ſuper a- 
ous Humors from growing thick, and ſinking like Dregs 
in their Receptacles; upon theſe Conſiderations, Tay, 
Studegts ought to accuſtom themſelves to this ſort of 
Exerciſe. And hence it comes to paſs, that re- 
ligious Perſons who live in Cloyſters are very 
healrhful, notwithſtanding they uſe but little 
Exerciſe; for they employ themſelves Night 


and Day in Quires, in Singing the Praiſes of 


God, and pouring forth Prayers, compeniating 
thus the Motion of their Body with the Exer- 
ciſe of the Voice; by which Means they digeſt 


well, and enjoy a longer State of Health than 


other Men. *Twas with the ſame View that 
Aſclepiades cur d Diſeaſes with a hanging Bed 


Gal | >> 
in order to *xtenuate Diſeaſes (as he calld it) 


by moving and exerciſing his Patients in ſuch 
a Bed; . in travelling throw Dalmatia, I wag 
inform'd that ſome of the Dalmatiam retam 
that Method of Cure to this Day. To be car- 
ry'd in a Coach or a Chair, is likewiſe a fort of 
Exerciſe ; tho? the Body is not much ſhak'd by 
that Exerciſe, yet the new and .continual lm- 
pulſe of the Air upon the Body; and that Mo- 


RRR 2 * W 
7 Sy 1 5 Te . Oy 48 K EE FE” - 1 Toes 2 5 * x * 4 
8 N W . REL Fo a * 3, N 
— "P N 7 * * 
— 7 N N 7 N 


tion; as gentle as tis, promotes the Courſe of 
the Humors, increaſes Tranſpiration, and clears 


the Body of | Excrements. I conclude there, 


fore, upon the fore-going Reaſons, that gouty 
People ought. to apply themſelves often to the 

* Exerciſe of the Voice, and Riding in a Coach, 
This I haye mention*'d with Intent to ſhaw how 
great Effects may flow from a ſmall Motion, and 


give a clearer View of what I am about to ad- 


Vance concerning the Effects of Muſick. Mu- 
ſiek is one of thoſe Motions that ſmartly ſtrikes 
the Air, and diſpoſes it to brisk Undulations. 


Now theſe Motions, or ſwift Undulations, * | 


ing communicated. by Contact to the Blood an 
Spirits, make different Impreſſions upon em; 
 Jometimes . by exciting them to Motion, 
ſometimes by compoſing them to Reſt; and the 
Variety of Sounds raiſes various Idea's of things 
in our Minds, ſo that ſome Conſorts inſpire us 
with Courage, others with Chearfulneſs, and 
others again with Piety, according as the Spi- 
wits. and Humors are affected. The violent 
” Motions rais'd in the Spirits of Soldiers by the 
Sound of Drums and Trumpets, are evident 
from their Boldneſs, Alacrity, and Readineſs to 
undergo Danger, and their (eager Warmth in 
Engaging the Enemy. Thoſe who are ſorrow- 
Ful, angry, or affected with other Paſſions of 


— 


he Mind, are excited to Chear fulneſs and Joy, 


Ey the gentle and agreeable Harmony of Mu- 
fick, and by the Continuation of the ſame are 
f 5 oacagt col en, 
bat the above-mention'd Undulations of 
the Air have an Influence upon the ſolid and flu- 
icl Parts of the Body, is manifeſt from the va- 
_ ious Examples of Brutes, as well as from the 
pacing of the Teeth. A great many are fo 
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f * „ 4 5 
affected with the diſagreeable Undulation of 


the Air occaſion'd by the Motion of a File or 
Saw, that their Teeth grate, and are uneaſie; 
and that becauſe the Particles of the Air thus 
mov'd, being diſproportion'd to the Pores of 
the Nerves inſerted in the Roots of the Teeth, 
do ſo diſtort and twitch 'em, that they are ei- 
ther, benumm'd or affected with Pain. Fur - 
ther, all of us are ſenſible that upon Hearing 
an unwonted and agreeable: Harmony of Mu- 
fick, we feel firſt a gentle Shivering over the 
Skin, and a Sort of Erection of the Hair. Several 
Authors teſtifie, That Brutes are likewiſe affect 
ed with the Sound of Muſick: Strabo affirms 
that angry Elephants are appeas'd with Mu- 
ſick, that Bees are delighted with the Sound 
of Metal, Swans with a Harp and with 
Singing, and Dolphins with Mufick. I have 
ſeen my ſelf a Dog at Raguſa in Dalmatia, tllat 
was ſuch an Enemy to the Sound of the Harp, 
or any other, Muſical Inſtrument, that upon 
hearing it, he fell a howling and almoſt a cry> 
Alexander ab. Alexandro gives yet a more curi- 
ous Inſtance, in his Dies Geni. lib. 6. cap. 5. Where. 
he acquaints us that Theuphraſtus affirm'd, That 
Muſical Inſtruments, harmoniouſly touch'd, 
would cure the Bites of Vipers. Aſclepiades 
made the ſame Remark; affirming, that-frens 
tick and drain-ſicx Perſons are reftor'd ta 
their Wits and their Health, by nothing more 
than by the Harmony and Conſort of Voices. Lis 
laid likewiſe, That I/menias the Theban cur'd ſe- 
veral Perſons of the Sciatica, by playing on the 
Flute or the Harp. See more of this Nature 
in Aldrovandus de Inſect. lib. 5. fol. G21; FLY 


. 4 $4 
1 : . F 
5 . 0 Ke, Tp 8 . 7 n „ IO HTS ; 
. | | D d It | | : 
2 L/ CO 4 | | 


” * 
MT 


2 - x6. * 2 * NES 8 * "XY 4 4 _— 07 * * ” 
SES an et dn N r ©. GEES Lim e 
Is * 8 R 2 =? TV RIDES! MAC. ES 
2 ͤ N 
FY \ VE. 7 : . 1 
* K* .2-M 
b 0 J 


Fo 7 ir * ; 8 : . . nab 4 , i 2 is SS 
* — N 5 . * 7 > & 

: 3 > 4 ay "Tu 46 8 T8 

1 "a 1 343 $ 7 ” . * "> 8 I Vs WM... J 
„ ' „ 

w a & * * % N . ak, 3 Z 
6, 2 - 2 5 d * 
- * a 8 


lt being manifeſt from the Premiſes that 
. Muſick raviſhes healthy Perſons into ſuch Acti- 
ons as imitate the Harmony they hear, we eaſi- 
y adjuft our Opinion of the Effects of Muſick 
in the Cure of Perſons ſtung by a Tarantula. 
Wis probable, that the Swe: Be Motion im- 
pPreſt d upon the Air by Muſical Inftruments, 
and communicated by the Air to the Skin, and 
1 ſo to the Spirits and Blood, does in ſome Mea- 
ure diflolve and diſpel their growing Coagula- 
A tion; and that the Effects of the Diſſolution 
3 inereaſe as the Sound it ſelf encreaſes, till, at 
laſt, the Humours retrieve their primitive flu- 
State, by Vertue of theſe repeated Shakings 
and Vibrations; upon which the Patient re- 
vives gradually, moves his Limbs, gets upon 
his Legs, groans, and jumps about with Vio- 
lence, till the Sweat breaks and carries off the. 
. ] n ET 290 
Nor is it wonderful that Muſick ſhould have 
ſo great a Vertue of diflolving the venomous 
_ Coapulum of the Spirits and Humors, conſider- 
ing that it chiefly and immediately affects the 
Organ of Hearing, that lies very near the Brain; 
and affects even the Brain it ſelf, or the minute 
or fine Fibres in which the Spirits lye droop- 
ing and almoſt ſunk, till the continual and 
forcible Contact of the - Muſick makes them 
march out upon the Membranes of the Brain; 
upon which having partly recover'd their Mo- 
© tion, they enter with greater Facility and Agi- 
ty into the little Tubes of the Nerves and Fi- 
bdres, and ſo recover their former Correſpon- 
7 dence with the Humors and folid- Parts. The 
Force of the Air thus mov'd by the Impulſe of 
the Muſick, is encreas'd and quicken'd by the 
ardent Heat of the Sun, and of the thin Air of 
: Li a ies : Apulia 1 : 
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Apul;s, fo that the Sound ſtrikes the Syſtem of th 


Spirits, Humors, and Nerves, with more Vio- 


lencez and its greater and more violent Impulſe, / 


raiſes a Fermentation in the Humors, and re- 
{ores them to their due Pitch of Exaltation and 
Fluidity. Now all theſe Effects can't be com- 


ſure impair'd; and beſides, they operate only 


upon the Fluids, and not upon the Solids: | 


Whereas the muſical Sound affeas at once both 
the Solids and Fluids, and that very forcibly , 


and by Vertue of its Percuffion upon the ſmall . 
_ Fibres of the Brain, in which the Secretion and 
Diſtribution of the nervous Juice is immediate · 


ly perform'd. 
This, Reader, is what I thought fit to com- 
municate to thee concerning the Tarar- 
tula. | Jö; 8 e FL = 


Nov. 13. 1695. 


paſſed by Diaphoreticks taken inwardly, as In- 
timated above; for before ſuch Med'cines can . 
reach the Blood, their Force is in a great Mea- 
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4: 74 Perceive the very Title of this Diſſertation will pro- 
= .- voke many of our new phyſical Sectaries in Italy, 
to fall upon me with Invectives; to cry out, What does 
© _ this Galenical Spark mean? This Man that's altoge- 
ther unacquainted with the new Method of Practice? 
- To what purpoſe does he teaze us with the vain Often- 
— of the Ancients? But if theſe Gentlemen will 
peruſe the two fore-going Books of Practice, they'll 
be ſenſuble I am not the Man they took me for. I ſtand 
for the Liberty of Phyſick, and am ty d neither to 
tie Ancients nor the Moderns: I follow both, where 
BY Truth is their Guide; and, like a Refiner of Metals, 
„ pe it ix. and Siluer of Precepts out of the Droſs 
both of the modern and ancient Phyſick. In imitation, 
| of the Coans I adore repeated Experience, and deſire 
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nothing more earneſtly, thay that P ys would ap- 


prove themſelyes like the reviving O Spring of t he fle- 


roes of that School, and lay aſide their lazy, Deſpair 


in the Way of Inquiſition ; that they would keep up, as. 
much as they can, the Majeſty and Weight of Nature, 
and apply themſelves with Diligence to the Illuſtration 


of Phyſical: Matters. To come. to Bliſtering-Plaiſters;' 


The Arabians invented them with Intent to raue up 


Perſons afetted with ſleepy Diſeaſes, ſuch as a Let har 
£y, an Apoplexy, &C; But the Phyſicians of thoſe 
Times were altogether ignorant what Mechaniſm. their, 
Vertue was founded upon, and what other Difeaſes they 
were proper for be ſides thoſe above- mention d. I 


Doctors that came aſter, contenting themſelves with 


the Name of Revulſion that the Arabians gave em, | 
and being ignorant af the mechanical N. 7 of. this Ren 


pulſroy, went raſhly on in the Dark, and, purſuant to, 


the lucky or unlucky Event of Bliſtering-Plaiſters, were 


ſplit into two Factions; the one recommending, and the 
other diſproving the Uſe of ſuch Remegies:, In this 
our Age, Helmont, either forgetting or contemning 
the 7 47 of Nature, has diſputed very warmly a- 
gainſt th a) 7 


dies of the Galeniſts. And indeed I was for a long 
time of their Mind, till I was taught by obſerving in 
mauy Hoſpitals of Italy, the Progreſs, Hiſtory, and 


Effects of Diſeaſes, that Bliſtering-Plaiſters are ſome- * 


imes very ſerviceable, Being thus undeceiv' d, I dif- 


carded their Opinion, and throwing off: the Shadow of 
Prejudices, that I had taken: from the Reading of new 


ö * 


Books: and the Authority of Precept, I apply'd my- 


* 


ſelf wholly ta a Scrutiny of the Advantages and 
wvantages Bliſtering Med cines. At the ſame Tame 
I made a Tryal upon live Animals, by infuſing into 


their Blood the Tincture of Cantharides, and apply- 


. 


19 5 ing Bliſtering-Plaiſters ta their Skin after. 'twas ſhad'd 


Fd 


e Uſe of Bliſtering-Plaiſters, an gave Being 
to a Set that rejetts theſe as well as the other Rem. 


Diſad. 
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of Bliſoring-Plaſters. 


; 1 this made 4 great mam Ob- 
3 . both praftical and anatomical, I tackd em 
all ropether for my own Uſe; aud when theſe fell into 
* the Haut of ſome learned Phyſicians of this City, 
they requeſted me to publiſh em in company with te 
omg Tratts, For my part, I took the Subjeft 
is be Wwordavic ; and fearing all the new Doctors would 
1 fall pen mein « lump, eln it for a long Time:: 
Sm at laſt, overcome by their Solicitation, _ 5 
e by a Treatife de Stimulis, lately ſer forth 
22 learned Friend Dr. Bellini, I pick'd out what 
d to be moſt uſefull, and arew * em up in the four 


aprers. 
$ en 1 1 dem candidly to ;he Reader, without 
leani to the new or the antient Sefts;, ſo Tex 
pet : Na,, after an accurate Survey, will either 
comply where he 128 me in e Right, or ret IP | 
Ai m_ Z | 


; Rome, Marc 15. 1696, 


x . * > 1 Fs 
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CHAP. * 


92 ome Ex eriments o the Effets o . 
5 Cantharides. 1 of th 


Refiitioners have aid: very wan a- 
gainſt one another upon the Uſe of Bliſter- 
os Plaiſters , » ſome approving and ſome diſ- 
oving em. This Contention is owing either 
to the private Feuds occaſion'd by the Diver- 
ty of Seats, or other Cauſes, as that between 
the Helmontifts and Modern Galeniſts, and the _ 
kane 3 or W to 18 oy Way of * 
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of the Effects of Bliſtering-Plaiſters, uot W 


much from the Nature of the Thing it ſelf, as 
from Opinion and receiv'd # ſes. Ti no 


Wonder that thoſe who. act ſo inconſiderately, 


ad meer think e thy Var. 


Temperaments, Cauſes, and Ages requitess 


tis no Wonder, I ſay, they ſhould fall ints 


Miſtakes and deplorable Diviſions. For my 


own. ſhare, purſuant to my wonted Cuſtom of , 
Tracing the Footſteps of Nature, I ſhall here 
briefly lay down what I obſerv'd with Patiencs 
upon this Head in ſeveral ITralian Hoſpitals. 


And while I vent nothing but what is true and 
of uſe to Mankind, I am under no manner of 


| Concern for the ſiniſter Conſtru&ions of others: 
EXPERIMENT.'L, 
| Rome, May, 1692. Ity'da Maſtiff-Dog upon 


a Table, opened his right Jugular Vein, and 
injected with a Syringe two Ounces of the Tin- 


cture of Cantharides, which I had made by tak» 


ing two Drams of the Powder. of Cantharides 


to ſix Ounces of the Water of Carduus Benes j 
. dis, and digeſting them three Days upon Aſh- 1 


es: Upon the Beginning of the Injection the 
Dog vomited up watery and ſlimy Matter, and 
ar, . at Mouth a viſcid Sort of Spittle, till I 
had finiſh'd the Inje&ion of two Ounces, and 


ſew'd up the Wound and ſprinkled it with 


burnt Vitriol. This Operation was no ſooner 
over than he fell down as if he had been dead. = 


He refus'd to eat to the laſt minute of his 
Death, and was extream thirſty, inſomuch that 
my Servaut mov'd with Compaſſion, gave him, 


without my Knowledge, about fix Quarts of 


| Water, which he drank and preſently void- 


*. 


* 


He 


0 


ed A great deity of yellow Urine. ME: the. 
mean time he howl'd, and continued miſerably 
icky but we gave him no more Water. Be- 


"Fore his Death he was ſeiz' d with Couvulſions. 
He died after miſerable Howlings, the fourth 
Day at Night. 

Having opened his Catcaſs, i found that Part 
"of the Neck upon which we had made the Ex- 
periment, was perfectly mortified and fœtid. 
in the right Veitricle of the Heart the Blood 
Was very black and copious, with little or no 
_ Coagulation; and ſome Drops of Oyl, as *twere, 
upon the Surface. We found there a ſmall Po- 
I pus continuous to a Clot of Blood: In the left 
Vetitricle of the Heart we found two little Polya 
bi 's, and the Blood difloly'd, but extream 


lack. The Lungs and the other 77 ſcera were 
ound. In the Urine-Bladder we found not the 
leaſt bit of that ſlimy Matter that naturally 
guards the inſide of it; perhaps the Acrimony 
of the Cant harides had gnaw'd it off. The Gall 


| 5 x in the Gall-Bladder was ſomewhat black: The 
N . my Blood that ouz'd out upon the cutting of the 
Veins or the Viſcera was very black, without aa 


ny Coagulation, and cover'd with little Drops, 
"ove r on the Surface. 


Jos "EXPERIMENT Il. 


e July 14. 1692. 1 ty'd damn: ai A 
| Table a young and indifferent big Dog, and 
injected into his right Jugular two Ounces of - 

"the Tin&ure of Cantharides. The Wound was 
no ſooner ſow'd up and dreſt as above, than the 
Dog vomited and fell down half dead. Two 
Hours after he held out his Tongue for Tnir „ 
wich a great deal of Anxiety. He would not 

E 5 | cat; 
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Of the Uſe and Abuſe: 41 | 
eat, and was extream thirſty, but 1 dllow'd 
him no Water. Six Hours after he ep 
with grievous Howlings. Having opend the 
_ Carcaſe, I found all the Yiſcera ſound; but he 
Blood was very black and diſſolv'd, and cover“ 
in the Surface with little Drops like Oyl. The 
Dog being young, and not very big, and no 
Water being allow'd him, the Humors were 
ſoon diffolv*d and melted down by the cauſtick 
Salt of the Cantharides, ſo that he dy'd in ſiæx 
han CCC 
In both theſe Dogs, I obſerv'd upon injecting 
the Tin&ures, that no part was ſb ſoon aected = 
as the Head ; for preſently it nodded and droop- 
ed downwards, ſo that the Creature could not 
hold its Neck ftreight. - The firſt Dog hung 
down his Head immediately upon making the 
Experiment, and could ſcarce raiſe it; but as 
ſoon as he drank the ſix quarts of Water, 
he got to his Legs, rais'd up his head, and ook k 
brisker . But as ſoon as the Water was voi det 
by Urine, he fell down again and never rais dd 
his Head more, and died on the 4th day half ſtuk é 
. pe aud reeling. From whence an Inference may * at 
be drawn, That the Cantharides are chiefly no- 1 
cive to the Head, and 1o ought to be carefully 
avoided in the inflammatory and acute Diſor- 
ders of the Head : But this is not to be abſo- 
lately afferted, till it be confirm'd by hundreds 
of Infkances. 1 , 
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EPERIMENT II. 


Rome, April 14. 1692. © I took eight Ounces 
of Blood juſt drawn from the Vein of a Patient, 
and divided it into two Veflels; in one ef 

. "which I put a Scruple of the Powder of 3 5 
880 8 | | | 7 es, 
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416 9 Z firing Eule Ln 
1 without wixin thing with the Blood a 
. 3; with the Pow- 

Aer, was ſooner coagulated than the unmix'd; 
afterwards alfüm d a Lead-Colour and a 
acki Surface: After ſome time a great, 
2 of little Bladders a peared all over _ 
the Surface, and when they broke voided a 
Hlackiſh Serwn: At laſt all the Blood mix'd 
with the Cantharides, diffoly'd into a blackiſh 
and hvid Serum; but that in the other Vene 
| ſuffer'd no ſuch Changes. 


\BXPERIMENT 101 


. April 1692. 1 n the Blood drawn 
from a Patient, and parting the Serum from the 
mix'd with the Serum à Scruple of the 
Pouder of Cantharides. Soon after the mixing, 
the Pouder precipitated to the Bottom of the 
Veſlel, without tinging the Serum with any co- 
lour; only the Serum became a little more liquid 
and thin and ſcarce coagulable. Now, to ſet 

this matter in a clearer Light, I ſhall here ſub-_ 
join three Obſervations made u pon Patients that 


1 had Pliſtering-Plaſters apply d is en. 


Hl 8 TOR Y I 
3 Man of 22 years of age, of a biliz 5 
ous Temperament, and thin, and cur d not long 
before of venereal Bubo's; expos'd himſelf tb 
the Northerly Winds after he had been very. 
Hot before aFire, and thereupon was ſiez d with | 
f 210 0 > aq" ſoon after terminated in a Pleu- _ 
ily, with a d Cough, a very fiery febrile 
7 _ 2 * 5185 . e Waichiogs . 
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thick, groſs and 
lay in an Italian Hoſpital. his 2 
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Iuneſs; and then his Phyſician preſeribguki 


the Pouder of Cornachini: next day he apply & 


very high-colour'd Urine: He 
5 £4 | e 
e 


% e 
When ſaw him firſt, twas the 12th day of hi 


ſix Bliſtering-Plaiſters to his Body, Which was 


very meagre. The 14th day he was ſiez d with 
a Delirium, a ſuppreſſion of Spitting, atrems:; 
bling in the, Fleſh, Epileptick Motions, an 


unequal Pulſe and Reſpiration. He voided great 


Quantities , of Urine, and bilious ſtinking 
Stools, without any abatement. of the Symp= 


toms. The 16th, all things aſſum'd a milder 


face, but the next night they rene w d their Rage; 


with a moſt copious univerſal and glutinous 
Sweat, that had an acid ſmell, and continued 


to the 21f, on which the Patient expired. 


HISTORY Ii. 
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+3 15 + F4 3 4 que? X: 1 * a. 4 1 1 
A Cook of thirty Years of Age, with a fan⸗ 


guin and bilious Conſtitution, red Hair, and E 
violent Propenſity to Venery and Drinking, 
was ſeiz'd after a great Heat and Cold catch'd. 


upon it, with Convulſions of the lower Man- 


dible, and ſoon after with Convulſions of the 


Abdomen. In the | Hoſpital they preſcrib'd _ 


him the Powder of Cornachini, and the next. 


Day four Bliſtering-Plaiſters. The Application 
ol theſe was follow'd by Vomitings, convulſive 


Motions, and a grievous Difficulty of Breath- 


ing; under the Preflure of which Symptome 
the poor Man dy'd miſerably on the 14th. Day. + 
During the Epileptick and Convulfive Moti- 

ons, he retain'd the free Uſe of his Senſes, both 


internal and external. I have frequently ſeem 


wa Motions; 
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the Powder of Cornachini produce Convultive 
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_ Motions, in ſleepy Diſeaſes ariſing from a great 

Wound in the Head: But in ſleepy Diſorders 
tut ſpring from other Cauſes, I have found 
his powder very ſerviceable; eſpecially if the 
1 Veſſels are eas'd and empty'd before- hand by 
. thin Diet, or Bleeding if neceſſary; for the 

- Sleep vaniſhes immediately after the Exhibi- 
tet.ing of that Powder. Of this I had an Inſtance 

ö very lately in a Boy of 8 Vears of Age, that 
1 Was ſeiz'd in the Beginning of a Febrile Paro- 
dym with a heavy Sleep, and continued fo for 
3 ſeveral Hours, till I gave him the Powder of 
Cornac hini, Which diſpell'd the Sleep intirely. 
| . There's ſcarce a better Remedy than this, in 
© | Apoplexies, Lethargies, Megrims, and ſuch like 
of the Heeg nt 


HISTORY HI. 


A young thin Woman, eight Months gon 
with Child, was troubled for eight Days toge- 
ther with Pains in her Belly, and then brought 
forth a Child. After Delivery the Pains: ill 

Fontinu'd, with a notable Diftention of the Bel- 

Iy; and having lighted, or rather neglected all 

manner of Remedies, was adviz'd at laſt by a 
P hy ſician to have four Bliſtering Plaiſters appli- 
ed to her. This occaſion'd a Suppreſſion of the 
Lochia, which were open before. A few Days 

After the Lochia return'd, and her Belly began 
d to ſuffer grievous Convulſions with great Pain, 
Aaſomuch that ſhe could hot bear the Preſſure 

ol one's Finger; theſe were follow'd by cold 

Sweats, with a Coldneſs in the extream Parts, 
the Pulſe and Reſpiration became very low, and 
m a Word the was almoſt dead. A few Days | 
alter ſhe grew a little better, but was HET. | 
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Days. In fine 
her Illneſs. 
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ſoon after all on ſudden with 4 


conyulſive Difficuſty of Breathing, which ſomes Ss s 
times turn'd., to à Delirium, and with a yellow 
ſtinking Looſeneſs that continued for eight 


* 


„ ſhe dy'd on the 17th.” Day 
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on of Bliſtering-Plaiſters ſo ſoon as Thirf 


with a Dryneſs of the Tongue; which ſome- = 
times is ſo great, COT: in Perſons of an a- 


as are not delirious, 


duſt Temperament and ſue t. OUS, 
that N will pacifie it, but continual gar- 


ſently for about three Days; that is, according 


ted from the Blood ſooner or later, or in 4 


ſmaller or greater Quantity; then it relents by. 


Degrees: and this Thirft I call Situs Veficantiums 


every Diſeaſe, as the Cs now adays are 


wont to do; for they are only to be us d when. 


Neceſſity requites it, and that in the Caſes 


mention'd hereafter. If they're apply'd with-. 
_ but. due Caution a great many Evils will enſue, 
_ Fhich ignorant Phyſicians commonly impute to 
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In the Uſe of Bliſtering-Plaiſters we ought. t 
be yery cautious of preſcribing them promiſcu- 
_ ouſly in all Seaſons of the Yeat, and for every 
Age, Conſtitution, and Habit of Body, or in 
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the poyſonous and malignant Nature of the Re- 
| — and not to the erroneous Indications up- 
on Which tis preſcrib d. I have ſometimes ſeen 
the Ulcers rais'd by Bliſtering-Plaiſters turn to 
_ a Gangrene, or at leaſt be very hard to heal up; 
but whether the new Conſtitution of the Air, 
that then reign'd, contributed any thing in this 
Matter, I am at a loſs to know; only this I 
muſt ſay, 1 obſerv'd in the Year 1692, not only 
at Boulogne, but even at Rome, that Ulcers from 
any Cauſe, and ſlight Wounds, gangren'd very 
eaſily, and ſometimes prov'd fatal to Patients, 
many of whom dy'd in that Seaſon of the gan- 
gren'd Ulcers of Bliſters. Now, the Winter of 
that Seaſon was very cold, and brought a great 
deal of Snow and Ice, which in Fey is uncom- 
mon; and the ſucceeding Spring. was very 
cloudy and wet, which was follow'd by a tem- 
perate and ſhowery Summer. In this Conſti- 
tution of the Weather, did Ulcers and Wounds 
readily degenerate to Gangrenes, to the great 


.  Admiration of the Surgeons. We ought there- 


fore, in Imitation of Hippocrates, to have an at- 
tentive Regard to the general Seaſon and Influ- 
ence of the Weather, and be very diligent in 

iving a lively Deſcription of its Nature and 

Effects. But after all, the Ulcers of Blifters 
are apt to corrupt and gangrene in any Seaſon 
of the Year, in ſuch Perſons as are Cachectick, 
Hydropick, troubVd with black Melancholy, 
fickly, or have been formerly maltraited by the 
Pox: But this is not obſerv'd in Perſons of a 
tobuſt Conſtitution, and of ſolid: built Parts, 
nor yet in thoſe who have been miſerably fa- 


. tigu'd with tedious Diſeaſes. 
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- I've obſerv'd that thoſe: Who are ſeverely 


_ wounded in the Head, and ſiez d with a Vomi- 


ting, an abolition of the Senſes, | and other 


griev'ous Symptoms of diſorder'd Brains, 
are ſome of em ſiez'd with violent Convul- 


ſions ſoon after the application of Bliſtering- 


plaiſters; ſome are ſiez d a few hours or days 


after with cold Sweats which are follow'd by 
Death: Others die of Convulfions the next 


night. I remember to have ſeen one that 
was violently ill offpaſmodick Gri 


esand Throws. 
in the Belly, with a Fever, and after the ap- 


plication of. Bliſtering-Plaiſters in the Hoſpi- 


tal voided by Stool a great quantity of redifh/ 


Blood, and died ſoon after. Having thus ob- 


ſerv'd again and again, that fatal Convul- 
ſions or the above-mention'd Diforders were the 
conſequence of bliftering Plaiſters apphed for 
grievous Wounds in the Head; I freely fore» 


told upon all ſuch occaſions what would 
come to paſs, and the Event always verify'd 


the Prediction. Wherever you ſuſpect or ſee 


Convulſions, abſtain altogether from Bliſtering: 
Plaiſters; eſpecially if they be accompany'd with 


a Fever, a ſharp and colliquative Conſtitution of 


the Blood, with a thin Habit of Body, or tuc- 
ceed to previous Watchings, to a ſpare Diet, or 


Venereal Evacuations. Such as have been pox d 
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being doubtful whether that proceeded from 
tue Bliſters, or from the other Remedies, I 
therefore ſeldom or never did preſcribe Bliſter. 
'. ing-Plaiſters in theſe Caſes; for I us'd happily 
to compaſs the Cure with Hypnotick, Diluting 
ant Dulcifying Medicines, + = 8 
Having occaſion above to mention ſleepy Diſ- 
orders; I muſt here take notice by the Bye, that 
in the moſt ardent Fe vers, and thoſe which pro- 
oed as twere from an Inflammation of the 
Blaod, I have ſeveral. times obſerv'd in the be- 
ginning of the Invaſion a ſort of Sleepineſs, that 
Ancreas d as the Diſeaſe advanc'd, and was exa- 
ſperated by a copious Preſcription of diſſolving 
and Cephalick Med' cines. Repeated Obſerva- 
tion has likewiſe taught me, that this fleepy: 
Symptom abates of its own accord, when the 
diiſeaſe tends to a Declenſion; or. if it do's not 
move of its own: accord, is eaſily diſpell'd-with __ 
the Emulſions of Seeds, Waters qualify'& . 
with juice of Lemons, and ſuch' like refri- 
gerating things. This Obſervation I ſay is only 
Bid fer ſuch Fevers as are extream 1 0 | 
r | „„ i Þ „ +1 and 25 
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and # from an overbearing Impetuoſity : 
in the Blood. Now, the Mechanicks WII fury ; 
niſh us with a Reaſon Why the Blood repairing 
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to the Brain with ſo much force and rapidity, 


occaſions a difficulty both in the Filtration 
of the Blood and the Secretion of the Spirits; 
nay the Circulation of the Spirits being there- 
by intercepted, their deſcent tothe lower Parts 
is cramp'd and oppos d; and by conſequence, 
the greater Force you add to the Blood, che 
more you increaſe the Sleepyneſs, and e contrs, 
85 VVVVCVTVF n30t ay WV ttt 40 . 
bun. © ele boon Fwy re ol. : 
10821445 ye 6984, et, 7 He ru an 
I have ſome times ſeen then application of 
Bliſterin g-Plaiſters followed by a ſort of ſuk- 
ſultory and convulſive motion in the Tendons, 
a breaking forth of Sweat, and that very co 
piouſſy in ſome caſes, a: low Pulſe G and 
thoſe Symptoms continue as long as the ſhar 
Salts of the Cantharidet àhide in the Blooe 
and diſappear upon their Expulſion, as well 
as the above-mentioned . Thirſt, and dryneſs 
of the Tangue'y eſpecially if the Blifterings 
Plaiſters were prefcrib'd upon due indications; 
for if they are apply'd unſeaſonably, they are 
fo far from difappearing that they aſſume ſfreſn 
Fury. Bliſtering-Plaiſters cauſe freqentiy, nok 
only a Gangrene, but likewiſe a piſſing of 
Blood, a heat of Urine, and the other diſor- 
dlers of the Bladder; eſpecially in a thin nigeas 
gre habit of Body, in a hot and dry Conſti- 
tution, in the heat of the Dag-Days, aal 
the like. The piſſing of Blood, aites} the 
application of Hliſtering Plaiſters has been 
frequently obſerv'd by the learned 
and Manfredus Profefſor at Rome. But fi 
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unc inflame che Feuer; aud ſometimes, when 
the Fever tends to the Status or Heighth, the 


1 2.5 * 3 


iis" Head the learned Sinibuldus, Profeſſor at 
ome. Bliſtering- Pla iſters ſhould be cautiouſly 
zus d upon thin meager Bodies; for in ſuch 
-caſes they readily: occa ſion convulſive Motions, 


Application of Bliſtering-Plaiſters will make it 
renew its Force and infſame the Symptoms. If 


to ſuch a Habit of Body you joyn a hot and dry 


Conſtitution, the Summer Seaſon, a previous 


_ anebplentiful Evacuation, and ſuch a State of 


the Blood as tends to Diſſolution and Colliqua- 


tion, you muſt avoid Bliſters altogether 3 and 
that in all Diſeaſes and all Ages, by Reaſon of 
 the'diHinal Symptonis that follow the Applica- 


Tien · Many of the Galeniſti, who ſtick too cloſe 
6"their Hyporkeſes, are of the Opinion, That 
the grievous and diſproportion'd Symptoms of 
Colliquative Fevers, or ſuch as proceed from 
Diflolution, ariſe: from the venomous Quality 
of the Fever; and accordingly.preſcribe four, 
Bug or more Bliſtering-Plaiſters, in order to 


Aleteh out the Venom. But I have always ob- 


ſerv?d; That thei Application of Bliſtering-Plai- 


ers, in ſuch Caſes, is follow'd by Convulſions, 


Impoſthumes in the Viſcera, a greater Delirium, 
%eonfiderable-Increaſe of the Fever, and at laſt 
by Death it ſelf; ? by reaſon of the Maſs of 
Blond its being more and more diſſolv'd by the 
eauftick” Salt of the Canthazides, and the ſharp 


Matter of the Fever. Thoſe who are delirious 


With an acute Fever, and à parched Tongue, 


Ae quickly upon the Application of Bliſtering- 


Plaiſters; and-moſt of them are ſeiz d with Con- 
vulſions before they die. Fhefe repeated Ob- 
ſervations made in Hoſpitals frar'd me ſo much, 
that in this laſt caſe I always confided (and | 
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mike without Diſuppointment ) in diluting Re- 
medies, refrigerating Emulſions, and Bl 
in the Vein of the Forehead. Sometimes Bli- - 
ſtering-Plaiſters inflame- a Delirium, or huaſten 
55 wv Ar Arrival of an imminent Delirium, by Vertue 
E great Pain they occaſion. I have been 
old. eh 2 creditable Phyſician, That a Piece of 
| Bread taken juſt out of the Oven, apply d ve 
ry hot to any part of the Body, will raiſe Bli- 


ters i in half an Hour, and make Ulcers like 


A. Rliſtering-Plaiſter; and that if this Ulcer and 
Cruſt be not well taken Care of at firſt, twill 


be a hard Matter to cure it afterwards, The 


exceſſive Ule of Cantharides raiſes a filthy Satyri- 
aſu; two fatal Inſtances of which are recorded 
by Cabrolius, Obſ. Anat. 17. And for that Reaſon 
I would alſo adviſe Phy ſicians to apply men 
„ to pen er 5 . 
570 40 7 23D w. „ ee 8 
= hives ſee more. 8 Perſons dye end 
the uſe of Bliſtering-Plaiſters, than ever Law 
recover. Oftentimes the Application of Bliſters 
{tops a looſe Belly, and turns a high Pulſe to a 
low one. The Acicl of Vinegar corre&s and 
fixes the volatile Cauſtick Salt of the Canthari- 
des, and therefore if you want to have ſtrong 
Bliſtering-Plaiſters, adi a little Vinegar or ſtale 
Veſt, or inſtead of theſe, the - Plaiſter de Aduci> 
laginibus, or the like. There's nothing that 
makes the Ulcers of Bliſters ſo ready to gan- 
gren, as the putting too much Cant harides in 
*em; for the Cant hari des being very light, inſo- 
much that 50 of em will ſcarce weigh a Dram, 
miſtakes may readily happen in preſcribing _ 
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ways to be preſcrib'd by Number, as ſix or 
ten, &. and not by Weight. The Cantharides 
taken inwardly either againſt a deſperate Sup- 
refſion of Urine, or againſt a virulent Clap, or 
in order to excite Venery, are wont to produce 
diſmal-Symptoms. Soon after they are taken, 
the Bladder and urinary Paſſage is ulcerated, 
then the Liver is gradually inflam'd, the Inte- 
ſtines are corroded, and the Hypogaſtrium is in- 
teſted with violent Pains, which are follow'd by 
a Delirium and Death, without the 'Cantharides 
be immediately expell'd, weakned, or clog'd: 
See upon this Head Francis Joel, who lays down 
a prudent Scheme of Cure. According to Lan- 
geus, Epiſt. 7. Lib: 1. the Antidote for Cant hari- 
des, is Milk, whether native or artificial. I've 
obſervick that Bliſtering-Plaiſters are uſeleſs, and 
even hurtful, in Men of an aduſt bilious Con- 
ſtitution; for beſides that the bliſter'd Part is 
violently inflam'd, and flea*d, with a prodigious 
Pain, and a ſmall Evacuation of Serum, and 
ſometimes none at all, the Bladder is ſeiz'd 


with a moſt violent — a7 So that conſi- 
* elering'the/Blood of ſuch Conſtitutions is plen- 


: 


briefly run through the Inconveniences accruing 


* 


'- © Fproceed, in the next place, 


 Difordersmention'd but now. And thus 1 have 


tifully ſtock d with Salt and Sulphur, and dilu- 
ted with little Serum, tis neceflary to back the 
Uſe of Bliſtering-Plaiſters with large Quantities 
of diluting Med cines, in order to prevent the 


* 


from the Application of Bliſtering-Plaiſters, 
that fell under my Obſervation in the Hoſpitals. 

to the Advanta+ 
ges that accompany em. 
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ſters, et theſe ought not to. be. baniſh d 


Republick of Phy ſick' for ONS. and all; for they, 


are like all other Remedies. Wine, ve ſee, 
intoxicates and diſordexs the Head very muc 5 
and yet. the Governours of Societies do not pro: 
hikes it, becauſe thole diſmal Effects are owin 
not to the poy ſonous. Quality of the Wine, ke 
to the Indiſcretion of Mankind. In like man- 
ner, as Bliſtering-Plaiſters are noxiauls in a ſhar 
and melting Conſtitution of the Blood, fo the 
are beneficial in a gro S and viſcid. Diſpoſition. 
of the Blood, that tends to Cor agulation and 
e In Fevers accompany'd with a ve- 
ry low FRI, a Colduefs i in the ny wie Parts, 8 
288 ropenſſty to ſleepy Diſorders, an 
other 1 of Coagr lation, . Kis incredible 


what Benefit is reap'd from Blifters;. el} pecially' 
851 mptoms the Witter Sed 


if you joyn to theſe 
ſon, à moiſt Co or 2 Tendeney that 
Way, a fat Habit of 93955 2 and the like: For 
the ſharp. Salt of the Cantharides. being commy- 
nicated to the Humors thus diſpos'd to Coagus 


lation, diljoyns their Parts, and Het 4 * 
ord, we 3 


for their primitiye Fliidity. In a 
bave not ſuch an effectual 1770 quick Remedy, 
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428 of Hlfte 
mencing Coagulations and Stagnations of the 
|  _ Blood in any Diſeaſe, Age, Conftitution, or 
F + _ Seaſon of the Year whatſoever. And this has 
d 28 Appearance of Truth, that it agrees 
—— e 


| ly with the Sentiments of the Arabians, 

_ who firſt invented em. For they never us'd 
dem but to rouze out of ſleepy Diſorders, and 
anim ate thoſe who were refrigerated by an IIll- 
neſs, as it Appears from Oribaſius, the firſt A- 

rabia Author that writ of em; and they ab- 
ſtain d from em altogether, when there was no 
Neceſſity of diſpelling Sleep or Chillneſs. But the 
Phyſicians of ſucceeding Ages, have follow'd o- 
ther Mealhres; being buoy'd up with a falſe 
Opinion, that Bliſters draw out the Venom of 
alignant Fevers, they preſcrib'd 'em promiſ- 
enou . Againſt all Fevers whatſoever, to the 

_great Detriment of their Patients; as I made it 

_ to appear in the laſt Chapter. In a Pleurifie, - 
whether with, or without previous Bleeding, 
I've obſerv'd on the fifth, or ſeventh, or the 

other Days that lye between, a great and omi- 

nous Difficulty of Breathing and of Expectora- 

tion; which was taken off, to a Miracle, by 
plying two Bliftering Plaiſters to the Legs or 
 Ancles, _ Nay, Fll go yet farther : If a Diſh- 

culty of Breathing and Spitting happens on any 
Day whatſoever after a Pleuriſie, preſently ap- 

p two Bliſtering-Plaiſters to the Legs. Hippo- 

___  -erates was of the ſame Opinion, Lib. 2. Progn. 67. 
— I» the inflammatory Diſorders of the Lungs (ſays he) 

: all Swellings npon the Legs are a good Omen; nay, 4 
better thing can't happen, eſpecially if they appear 
when the Spitting is alter d. I ſolemnly proteſt, 
that very few died out of Hundreds that were 


* 


* 


treated after this Manner, by a very learn- 
dee Phyſician in a famous Hoſpital? Ant _ 
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this I obſery'd chiefly at Rome, in 


\ 


16944 at which Time Epidemick Pleurifies wers 
very brief, by reaſon of the rigid Cold occaſi-- 


on'd by ſuch Plenty of Snow and Ice. For the 
ſharp Salt of the Cantharides being introdue'd in- 
to the the Maſs of Blood, and fo to the Lungs 


where, the Stagnation was dreaded, it preſent- 


ſtor'd the Humours to their former Circulati- 


onz it _leflen'd the Difficulty of Breathing, and 


promoted the Egreſs of Spitting, to the great 


Eafe. of the Patient. In the mean time, take 


notice, That the pleuritick Perſons who reap'd 
this Benefit were not purg'd in the Beginning, 
as ſome Practitioners would have 'em, * | 
ſeaſonable Bleeding preſcrib'd with nothing elſe 
but pe&oral Decoctions and gentle alealine diſſol- 


ving Remedlies, in the Progreſs of the Cure. I re- 


mark d that ifany looſeneſsaccompanyd thepleu- 


riſie, twas either check'd or quite ſtopp'd by the 
Application of Bliſtering-Plaiſters, to the great 


Benefit of the Patient. Sometimes the Appli- 
cation was follow'd by a copious Evacuation of 
Vrine ; which gave great Eaſe, as wellas the for- 
mer Effect. Infallible Experience, and Hippocrates, 


are Evidence that Looſeneſſes are for the moſt 
part fatal in a Pleuriſie; in regard they ſup- 


pron the Spitting, increaſe the Difficulty. of 


reathing, and, in a few days, either kill the 
Patient, or turn him into Chronical Diſeaſes. 


Hence tis evident how far thoſe are out, who, 
upon the Pretence of Lefiening the Cacochymy, 
8 the Beginning o | 

etriment of the Patient. For ſince Peripneu- 


monia s and Pleuriſies derive their Origin from 
the inflammatory Diſpoſition of the Blood, that 
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or ſome ſuch triffling Story, exhibit Purgatives 
f a Pleuriſie, to the great 
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Mock che tender Membranes of the Lungs, we 
mut endeavour, by all means, to procure a 
gentle Diffolution of this Inflammation, by 
emptying the Veſſels and exhibiting temperate 
Aleal?s. It to the infa med Blood you add the 
inflammatory Stings of Purgatives, eſpecially 
while the Diſeaſe is yet crude, you'll. not only 
_ excite ſuch Motions of Nature as are downright 
contrary to your End, but, by. exaſperating 
the" Inflammation, ſuppreſs the Spitting, anc 
|  Heighthen' the Difficulty of Breathing, till at 
dit the Patient either dies or falls into a Con- 
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As Purgatives are very dangerous in Pleuri- 
fes and the Diſeaſes of the Breatt; ſo Diureticks 
are very uſeful. For in all Diſeaſes of the 
| Breaſt, we are taught by the infallible Directi- 
don both of Nature and Experience, always to 
dlirect our Courſe to the urinary Paſſages. In- 
deed, in the Diſeaſes of the Head and Face, the Ml 
tame Direction teaches us to exhibit frequently 
gentlePurges,whicharethen very ſerviceable, eſ- 
Roy if accompany d with Baths for the Feet. 
To this purpoſe Facorius fays in his Com. ad Coac. 
. bib. 4. fol. 212. That the Belly is almoſt always 
* ive in the Diſeaſes of the Head. In ſpeaking 
thus of the Diſeaſes of the Head, I do not mean 
- thoſe produc'd by the Acrimony, Convulſion, 
aud too great Shock of the Solids or Fluids; 
but thoſe proceeding chiefly from the Grofi-. 
nes, the Stagnation, and Ropyneſs of the Flu 
Xt ids. The chief Purge that gives Benefit in ſuch 
( Diſeaſes, is the Powder of Cornachini. The 
Principal Diureticks for the 1 oo 
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| Breaſt are ali the Preparations of Turpentine, © _l 
prepar'd Hoglice, Fernelzus's Syrup of Marſh» =_ 
mallows, and the Herbs that are common 
call'd Aperient. . Conſidering that Acids are un- 
friendly to the Breaſt, we ought in this Cale to 
avoid Diureticks prepar'd of Acids; as Hoffman ” 
i upon Schroder has well obſerv'd, Fol. 376. Where 
5 he diſproves the Uſe of the Balſam of Sul hur 
in a Phthifick and the other Diſorders 90 the 
Breaſt, upon the Conſideration that it abounds 
with an unctuous Acid, which rather increaſes 
than extirpates the Phthiſick. Of which Fruth, 
the experienc'd Valſchimid is like wiſe a Witneſs. 
But to drop this Digreſſion: The Application 
of Bliftering-Plaifters in the Cale of Delirium 
in Men, is nocive rather than uſeful; and is 
oftner follow'd by Death, than by Recovery. 
But, on the other hand, delirious Women re- 
ceive ſuch Benefit from Bliſtering-Plaiſters that 
they mitigate both the Symptoms and the Diſ- 
eaſe, and prove a main Inſtrument of Health. 
This I obſerv'd at Rome, in the Beginning of 
the Year 1694; in which Seaſon Hay was co- 
ver'd, in an unuſual Manner, with Ice and 
Snow, and a great many dy'd ſuddenly; not 
to mention that feveriſh Catarrhs were then 
very rife as well as moiſt Coughs, with a ſtuff:! 
ing up of the Lungs, Colick Pains, Peripneumo: 7 
_ nia's, and Pleuriſies, which ſeiz'd the Men 
more than the Women. When a Delirium is 
imminent, inſtead of applying a Bliſtering-Plai- 
ſter, I ule to open the Salvatella in the right or 
left Hand; and ſometimes I apply ſcarify'd 
Cupping-Glaſſes to the Shoulder-Blades, adjuſt- 
ing the Quantity of Blood drawn to the Age, 
Temperament, &c. of the Patient. The Open- 
ing of this Vein oftentimes prevents an ap- 
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proaching Delirium, or checks it very much if 


It has taken place already; the Impulſe of the 
inflam' d and Pep Blood upon the Head, being 


3 
* 


43% 


either diverted by the Revulſion, or leſſen d 
by the Evacuation of theſe Out-lets. After 
Bleeding I preſcribe large Quantities of Emul- 
| ons made with the Water of Carduus Benediftns, 


or Violet-Water, of Barly-Water: Sometimes 


I mift che Emulkons with diluting Deco&ions 
pf refrigerating Herbs, qualified with a conve- 


_- Ment Qnantity of Nitre. Of the nitrous Pre- 


parations, I recommend the Atitimonial Nitre, 


0 or Sal Prumell. Sometimes the Ulcers rais'd by 
Bliſters are in Diſorder, thro? the Fault either 


of the morbifick Matter, or of an ill Habit of 
Body; in which Caſe they grow gradually dry, 
with a blackiſh or livid Colour, and threaten 
ſomewhat like a Gangrene. In ſuch Caſes, a 
preſent Remedy is Honey of Roſes, anointed 
upon them twice or thrice a Day. Upon the 
Inunction of the Hony the Patient will perceive 


an uneaſie pricking Pain, and a Sort of Effer- 


veſcente,which proves a good Sign; for after a 


Day or two, a moiſture will appear upon the , 
VUlcers the Purgation of the Ulcers will be pro- 


moted, and the black Cruſt that formerly co- 
ver d em will fall off, and ſoon after a reddiſh 
. Vieſh will grow upon 'em. + ig? | 


III. 


I have ſeen the good Effects of this Honey ot 5 


Roſes, not only in the Ulcers of Blifters, buc - 
in all other that tend to a corrupt and ſordid 
State. In May, 1693. I 'tended at Rome a young 
Man that had an ulcerated venereal Bubo in 
His Groin, with an acute Fever, Thirſt, Pros 
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ſtration of Strength, &. The Ulcer was broad, 
painful, inflammatory, and'cover'd with a black. - 


Cruſt. As ſoon as I was calld, I preſcrib'd ten 
Ounces of- clarified Goats Whey to be taken in 
the Morning; and at Night, an Emulſion of 

the Seeds of Melons and Gourds made with Cars 
duus Benedictus Water, and mix'd with two Scru- 
ples of Crabs-Eyes. Inſtead of ſolid Eatahles 
he eat, every fix Hours, Broth impregnated. 


with Alcalic Herbs, and the Yelk of an Egg add- 


ed now and then, The VUlcerI order'd to be a3 
nointed tyiee or thrice a day with Hony of Ro- 
ſes. This Method continu'd for ten Days, diſs 
cuſs'd the Fever with its concomitant Am- 
ptoms, and the Hony cleans'd the Ulcer very _ 
well; fo that upon drinking a flight Decoction 
of Sarſaparilla, Guajacum-Wood, crude Antimo- 
ny, Gg. he recover'd perfectly. Here I muſt” 
remark by the Bye, that a diluting Diet goes 4 
great way in the Cure of Ulcers ; particularly” 
Deco&ions of the alcaline, dulcifying, and ils. 
ſamick Herbs, vulnerary Deco&ions, and the, 
like, prefcrib'd in large Quantities. For by — 
Yertue of ſuck eopibus diluting Preſcriptions, - 
che ſharp Salt of the Ulcers reigning in the 
Maſs of Blood, is dulcifyd and hlunted; and 
being thus diluted with a copigqus Fluid is rear. 
lily expell'd by fuch  Pallages as Nature finds 
convenient, whether Stool, Urine, or Sweat; 
upon Which the Blood thus dulcify'd and peuriz* * 
yd, contributes highly to the Cicatrifation hk -( 
the Ulces. Now theſe Effects are not ta be exz_ 3 
80756 from Bagnio's; a drying Diet, ſugorifigk 


\ 


2ecodions, ang the like; which by exalting 

aug Thorpening the pointed Salt af the Ulcers, 
fa the Patiens le, deſporacs Sata, of = 
Health: eſpecially if Fi 7557 15 not wehe e , 
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moiſt, pale, and of a looſe Conſiftency ; or if 
the Ulcers are not of that Nature. Indeed if + 
they are, a cuſtomary Uſe of Drying things 
may be of ſome Uſe. In the Diſeaſes of the 
Eyes and Face, Bliſtering-Plaiſters apply'd to 
the Neck are as good as Specificks, a prefer- 
able to any other Remedies; particularly in a 
Suffuſion, and what is commonly call'd Rheums 
or Deffuxions upon the Eyes. This I have 
frequently beheld with Admiration. Some- 
YN times the Ulcers of Blifters are hard to heal, e- - 
ven when the primary Diſeaſe is cur'd long be- 
fore, and the VUicers have made a ſufficient E- 
vacuation of the morbifickx Matter; nay, they 
continue open and e for many Months, 
in ſpite of all Remedies. this Caſe, I have 
= not met with a better Remedy than Frankin- 
= cenſe powder'd very fine, and ſprinkl'd upon 
6 the Ulcer twice a Day. I have likewiſe found 
the Cicatrization promoted by Lint or toaz d 
Threads, boil'd in the Decoction of crude Al- 
L lom, and then dry'd and laid upon the Ulcer. 
But ſometimes, when the Body is very foul, 1 
have found even theſe do but little Service. 


IV. 


* 


* 


—HhBliſtering-Plaiſters, Sinapiſmuss or infſaming 
Applications, Purgatives, and ſuch like ſtimu- 
luating Things, are not to be us'd in juicy and 
F _— plethorick Bodies, and ſuch as are over-cram'd 
— with Humors; unleſs the Veſſels be firſt clear'd, 
„ either by Bleeding, if the Indications require 
it, or by a ſevere Diet: For while the Hu- 
J mors are crouded, or move rapidly in the Blood 
5 Weflels, the Secretion of the Fluids, in the 
AF | of the Viſcera and other Parts, 8 83 
[ _— W 5 
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nicks, a due Secretion requires not only clear 
Pores and a proportion d Reſfſtance of the So- 


lids, but likewiſe a proportional Motion and 
Quantity of the Fluid that is to be ſtrain'd outz 


and if either of theſe Conditions be wantin 


the Secretion will be carry'd on in a præterna- 


tural Way; as I intimated before, in recom= 
mending Emulfions and reffigerating Reme- 


dies againſt a ſleepy Diſorder in the Beginning 


and Increaſe of ardent Fevers. The Stimuli, 


or pungent Particles of Purgatives, Blifterings 


Med'cines, and Diaphoreticks, raiſe in the Flu- 


ids a greater Fermentation, Turgeſcency, and 


Rapidity, and in the Solids a ſort of lively Vi- 
bration; ſo that if the Humors are too plenti- 
ful in the Veſſels, or be rais'd by violent Fer- 
mentations to the higheſt Degree of Turgency, 


by which Means they out- do the Refiſtance of 


the Solids, and variouſly pull, extend, and 


twiſt the Fibres of the Viſcera: If this happens, 
I fay, *tis no Wonder if ſoon after we meet 


with Ruptures of the Veſſels, and dangerous 


Fixations of the Fluids; a thing that daily Ex- 


erience makes out ſufficiently. For after an 


indiſcreet and unſeaſonable Uſe of Purgatives, . 


Bliſtering-Plaiſters, Diaphoreticks, &c. there's 
nothing more frequent than an Exaſperation of 
the Fever, Delirium's, Inflammations of the 


Viſcera, convulſive Motions, ſpontaneous Bleed 


ings, and the like; which, after all, would 
not happen, if ſuch Remedies were not pre- 
{crib'd till after the clearing of the Blood-Veſ- 


ſels by the Means of Bleeding; for after the - _ 
Humors are diſengag'd, and circulate in more 


Room, tis impoſſible then for any Fermenta- 
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form'd either with Difficulty, or in a morbis, 
fick Way. For, by the Rules of the Mecha- 
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3 eines, to ſhock the ſolid Parts, or make way 
tor the Coagulation and Stagnation of the Flu- 


Dr. Sydenham, whom Italy admires ſo much, re- 


pn eſpecially. thoſe of the ſtronger Form, 


ik the Diſeale gives time. This Autbor has 
likewiſe eſtabliſhed, upon repeated Obſerva- 


tion, a Method of managing the febrile Fermen- 


tation of the Blood, as well as ſome other Au- 
thors of this Age. He was the firſt of the 
Northern Althars that reduc'd the flippery 
Method of the . otherwiſe learned Northern 


_ Phyſicians, to the right Path of Reaſon and Ex- 


perience; and, among other things, affirmid, 
| 95 That ſuch as exhibit Purgatives in the Begin; 


= thoſe who give Diaphoreticks in the ſame Caſe; 
=. N upon the Conſideration, that the febrile Fer- 


3 8 5 mentation of the peccant Matter being then 


FE — or „ en „excited by web NM ed- ? 


commended ab earneſtly the uſhering in all Por-.. 


emptying the Veſlels with Bleeding or Diet, 


ning of acute Diſeaſes, are equally guilty with i 


ids. Twas for theſe Reaſons, perhaps, that 


"ernde, confus'd, and unqualify'd for Depurati- 


on, is yet more diſturb'd and fretted by the ad- 


ditional Stimuli of Purgatives, Diaphoreticks, 


Cc. and inſtead of a due Depuration, produces 
an Exacerbation or Reduplication of the Fe- 
yer, Watchings, Delirium t, Inflammations of 


the Viſcera, convulſive Motions, and a thou- 


fand ſuch Things. But of this more at large 
55 in our- foregeing 1 Books of e hy 
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1 From r 1 have premis d, "tis manifeſt 


” Gat Bliſtering Remedies injoy a notable Ver- 


: tue of diflolying and int. groſs, coagu- 


bh Hated 
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in a manner in Suffuſions, in Diſorders of the 
Eyes ariſing from a Flux of Humors, in Fevers 
proceeding from Coagulation, and ſuch other 


ing that ſtubborn Obſtructions of the Yiſcera, 


Terms, are owing to that ſort of Blood, I woult 
therefore exhort Phyſicians, in ſuch deſperate 
Caſes, to try Cantharides either in Plaiſters or 
any other more convenient Way, that the Cure 
of ſuch difficult Diſeaſes may be ſet in a more 
clear light. Thomas Bart holinus; Ceat..5. Obſ. 286 
ſhews the Way of making an Infuſion. of Caus ha- 


. 2 virulent Clap and ſuppreſſion of Urine, an 


__ expelling the Stone. The Preparation is as fol- 
lows: Infuſe a Scruple of the Powder of Cantharides _ 


in three or four Ounces of Rheniſh Wine, or Spirit, 
Mine Aſter they have been infus*d for ſome B ays, 
filtrate the Liquor through brown Paper, 'fo that none 


of the Subſtance of the Cant harides ma go through 5 
mix a Spoonful of the ſtrain d Liquor with ſe pen Spohn: 


fuls of Wine or Ale, and take off this Mixture, on 
Spoonful the firſt Morning, two the next, and Jo on 


now, is what I have not yet put to the Trial, 


of this Bliſter ſhou'd happen to heal ſuddenly, 


rity ovzing from the Body of the Blood is di- 
verted by the Bliſter from making that 
COB FY3” pulſe 
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tated, and ſtagnating Blood; and are ſpecifiks 


ropy Diſorders of the Humors. Now con ſidder- 


Cuche xies, and Chronical Suppteſſions of the 


rides, Which he cries up as a Specifick for Curing : 


Now, whether this Remedy is to be given in 
Obftru&ions, and the Diſeaſes mentioned but 


Thoſe who are ſubje& to a grievous Cough, Wien 
groſs and copious Spittings, do not meet Wien 
ſo much Relief from any Remedy, as from a 
Blifter applied to the Neck; and if the Ulcer 
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another m ay be apply'd behind the Bars, or up: 
on the Shoulder-blades; for the ſerous Trapy- 
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4138 Of ibe Dſe and Abuſe 
Nee upon the Lungs that oecaſion d the Cough. 

| _:ThisI obſerved in the Hoſpital, upon the Pre- 
EF AJcription of an old Phyſician: And Dr. Wits 

j experienc'd it in his own Caſe. Having thug 

8 a brief and faithful Account of the 

Uſe of Bliſtering Remedies, the next Chapter 
Mall be employ d in giving a mechanical Ac- 
count. of the Manner in which they operate. 
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Trembling or Vibration will be more lively, 
and the Excurſion of the Fluids, being within 
the Contact of the ſaid Fibre, will have a great- 


er Force in the Diameter, and both the 
_ Efforts being increas'd, the Expreſſion of the 


Liquor will be facilitated, as well as its eri- 
vation to what Place it can beſt come at. 


My third Aflertion is this: A Stinnlus ought 


to add more Strength to the Contraction of the 


Muſcles, occaſion d by the Liquids or Juices 


that run within em; by which not only the 
Expreſſion of the Liquors will be facilitated, 


but the Swiftneſs and Circulation of the Blood 
will be heighthen'd. For ſince the Force of a 
Stimulus raiſes the nervous Liquid to more fre- 
quent Undulations, ſo by Vertue of the Moti- 
on of Derivation, a more than natural Quanti- 
ty of this Juice will be convey d into the 


Nerves of all the Muſcles; by which Means 


the Muſcles will ſuffer a ſtronger ContraQtion, 
and make ftrong Efforts outwards with their 
Hairs or Threads, and ſo ſqueeze out all the 


more liquid Parts that lye within the reach of 


their Contact; that is, that lye round them and 


within the Space in which they are ſucceſſively 
mov'd, while they ſuffer contraction. 


Mx fourth Afertion is this: According to 


the Diverſity of the Part in which the Stimulus 


operates, it may either be redden'd without a a 
a Swelling, or really inflam'd or neither ſwelld d 


nor redden'd; or it may ſwell with ſome other 


Tumour, and even evacuate a great deal of 


--: ons that the Stimulus does not call to that 
"ny 3 8 
I fay, in the fifth Place; That the ſame things 
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Fairs or the Threads ſhorter and harder, and 
withal ſtiffer and more bent; ſo that their 
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Fertain Faculty of piercing inwards, and pres 
paring the Humors; but ſome Evils may likes 
wiſe inſue therenpon, and thoſe of a quite dif- 

3 ferent Nature from the Simulus alone. 

_—tS For a ſixth Poſition: If a Stimulus does not 
| _hotonly bend but pull aſunder, and be either 

ment, *twill pro- 


fimple or joyn'd with a Fer 


= duce the ſame Effects as above. 
I. he ſeventh Concluſion is as follows. Such 
3 is the Operation of an Evacuating and a ſim- 
1 ple or Unfermenting Stimulus; whether the 
a Evacuation be made from the very part that's 
imulated, of by "the riaturil - Emun&ories, 
namely the Noſe, Mouth, Fundament, @&c: 
* | Suchl fay, is its Operation that it may Evacu- 
ate not only what it expreſſes from the circu- | 
lating humurs, but likewiſe the Matter 
ſquees'd out of the Subftance of the Threads 
or Fibres of the ſolid Parts: And the fame 
Will be the effect of the Stimuli accompani- 
ed with a Ferment, ſuch as Blifteririg-Plai= 


the ſolid Parts to avalid Contraction, and to an 
Expreſſion of all that's in a fluid State. Now 
the fluid thus expreſs'd will move off where 

it finds a Paſſage. Whatever is ſquees'd out 

of any. Veſſels will uiidergo a derivation out of 
them, and be convey'd between the Membrans, 
poth upon their ſurfaces and in the interſtices 
bf their Pores: But that whichoiizes from the 


Fibres of the ſolid Parts, may be conducted 
within the Veflels. Upon the whole, we conelude 
that the EVacüating Stimuli, tho? vinprovided 

_ with a Ferment, may draw out both the Li- 
quid expreſs'd from the Humors, and that 
i T3 10.000 00 GG. 
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. F Bliſtering-Plaifters: 444 
fauees'd out of the ſubſtance. of the Fibres nl 


either by the natural Emunaories, or by ,t 


vents as are made in the Stimulated Parts. 


Expreſſion of Fluids, even in the remoteſt 


of the Fibres; notwithſtanding the falſe pre- 


and the Velocity of the Whole Maſs of Blood 
being likewiſe increas'd, the Maſs will thereby 


: * 


dry very much. The evacuating Stimuli ac- 


agulation and ropyneſs of the Humors, actom- 


Eightly. The unevacuating Stimuli move 
with a great force,and are ableto makea mighty 
Diflolution. The Evacuating Stimuli not joyn 
by a Ferment are capable of the ſame Effect, 
and beſides impair the quantity of the Liquids. *' 
Nay both the one and the other muſt needs 


companied with a Ferment may produce the _ 
ſame Effect; but according to the Diverſity 
of the Ferment to which they are tack' d, they _ 
may either condenſate, melt down, coagulate, 
fix, or in fine do whatever you have a mind to. 
A Stimulus makes a very notable Contrac- _ 
tion, and the Contraction makes a very great 


Parts; fo that a SFimulus makes a very great Im- 
2 both upon the fluid and ſolid Parts. 
his argues the neceſſity of Stimulating Me- 

d'cines in ſuch Diſeaſes as proceed from a Co- 


panied with a paralytick diſpoſition or laxity 


zofleflioh of the Vulgat to the contrary. 
urther : The contraction of the Blood Veſſels 
being thus itcreas'd, *twill alter the contact 
of the ropy Liquid that ſtagnats within em; 


= 


have à greater force to ſweepit along the Canals, 
and convey it to the Viſcera, in Which it may be 
further concoaed and diſpos'd to an Egreſs. 
The ninth Poſition. If the parts of the Li- 
1 that beſmears the membranes of our 
Body, did all Preſs one upon zan BI : 
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make a mutual preſſure every way, as the 
articles of the Blood do within the Veſlels ; 
by vertue of this Preflure the Matter even 


| of the moſt diſtant Parts might be drawn by 
. Derivation and Voided by the Emunctories of the 


- 


Stimuli. But ſuch a mutual Effort in theſe Liquids 


6 - 


In like manner, if the Skin and all the Mem- 


| branes of our Body were naturally ſo bent and 
__ _ diftended, as to contract all round upon the 
Stimulating or pulling of any one Part, and that 
min ſucha manner as to make the Effort tend 
to the place of Divulſion, and drive all Li- 


quids towards it, as the Bladder do's in preſſing 


forth the Urine : If this were the ſtate of the 


Membranes, their Contraction might convey 
to the Emunctory of the Stimulus, and evacu- 


ate by that Paſſage the Matter even of the 


remoteſt Parts: But ſuch a natural tenfidn in 
all the Membranes, ſuch an Univerſal Con- 
traction, and pointing of the impulſe towards 
the Stimulus, do not ſeem to be reaſonable. 


But at the fame time the Matter Lodg'd in 


any Part may be mov'd by a diſtant Stimulus, 


i the Stimulus be plac'd upon a Nerve or any 


bent Membrane, that reaches to, and is wo- 


by the Emun&ory of the Stzmmus, if tis either 


within the Nerve, or can be convey'd thro” 


Y = the Fibres of the Membrane; or if it be ſo re- 
duc'd to that ſtate of Fluidity by the influence 


of the Stimulus, as to flow tothe Emunctories. 
Above all, the moſt certain way by which the 


| Stimuli act upon the moſt diſtant Parts, is that 


of Jogging, Stimulating, and ſearching the 


Whole Body, and leflening the whole Quan- 
fity. But you may read more of this Matter in 


_ 


the Stimulus by vertue of its Contraction make 


a Concuſſion, not only of one particular part? 
but of the whole Body, and ſqueeſes it all over, _ 


upon which the expreſs'd Liquid flows, where- 
ver it meets with a paſſage, into the Blood Veſs 
ſels, and all round, and ſome of it is evacuated 
by the Emundctories. Now the quantity of the 
whole being thus impair'd by this Evacuation, 
queſtionleſs the affected Part, tho lying at a 
* will be viſited by a leſſer Croud. So 


that, in ſuch Diſeaſes as are ſaid to proceed 
from Defluxions, namely ſome Catarrhs, Sufſo- 
cating Coughs, and thoſe occaſioned by roapy 


tough Matter, the Diſeaſes of the Eyes, par- 


ticularly Suffuſions, ſome periodical Pains, & r. 


In all Diſeaſes retaining to the Stagnation and 
ſtubborn fixation of the Humors, ſuch as Apo- 
plexies, Palſies, Sleepy diſorders, Obſtructions, 
Cc. In theſe, I ſay, and the like Diſtempers, the 
main ſtreſs of the Cure will for the reaſons above; 

mention'd lye upon the ſtimulating Effects of 


Bliſtering-Plaiſters, or ſome ſuch StimulatingMe- 


d' cine; and it muſt needs be a very criminal thing 
to omit Bliſtering-Plaiſters in ſuch Caſes, in com- 
plyance with ſpeculation, or receiv'd Hypotheſes, 
My tenth Aſſertion runs thus. When we ap- 
prehend any danger of an overbearing Afflux 


of Humours to a ſtimulated Part, our ſafeſt way - 


is to apply the Stimulus at a diſtance from the 
Part that we mean to evacuate. But if no ſueh 


danger be feared, we may apply it juſt by the 


Part. Many Stimuli are better than a few, when 


tis proper to excite lively Motions and brisk 


Vibrations or Oſcillations in the Fibres; and in 


this Caſe, the Stimuli ought not to be confin'd | 


to a narrow ſpace. When the Pain and Senſe 
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= «ofthe Stimulation ceaſes, we muſt either re- 


pPeat the Application, or rub up the Wounds it 
__ gave. If wedefirea ſudden and evident benefit 
From Stimulating Med'cines, we muſt make 
dem numerous, Large, and Sharp; and what- 
ever Heating, or Drying inconveniencies may 
thereupon inſue in the Body, muſt be mitiga- 
ted with moiſtening and cooling things taken in 
large Quantities, which will likewiſe ſerve 
to appeaſe the provok'd Spiris. Accordingly 
e find it atteſted by ſeveral Hiſtories, that 
diſmal Sleepy Diſorders, Apoplexies, and the 
like, have 5 took off almoſt in a Minute 
of Time, by applying a large Bliftering-plaiſter 
All over the Head, the Hair being firſt ſhav'd 
off. But when the Stimulation is to be conti- 
nued for a long Time, we make em leſſer and 
fewer, for the Reaſons above- mention d. From 
all which, we make this Inference, That Sti - 
mulatingMed' cines make a great Agitation and 


Ul 


.= -Conſuription- of the Spirits; as *twill appear 


more plainly from what follows. 


I The eleventh and laſt Poſition is this: Tho? 


. ftimulating Med'cines may ſupply the Room of 
Bleeding, and operate as expeditiouſly, eſpeci- 
; Wal they ate very ſharp; yet they are not ſo 

ſafe as Bleeding. But at the ſame time, I muſt 
own they have ſomething, peculiar in em that 

is not obtain'd by Bleeding; for they move, 

Contract, and ſhake. the whole Body, and at 

once excite and joſtle both the fluid and the 


JJ 8 
From ali theſe Propoſitions we might dedu 


$7 7.4 


ce 


an Infinity of practical Corollaries, to ſet. the 
Benefit and Injuries of ſtimulating Med cines 
in a clear Light: But conſidering that the 
learned Bellini has purſu'd that Subject with % 


n n —_— a a 9 8 25 r 
a 6 399 W 9 9 x OF TY RTW 7 een Os a 
66 ke Py a We ane * 4 Ra Ad ES Ed at > tr K R — * F . \ * 
— , deb ns $3 P ö . ä , 
7 * 45 FS ROS DEST CES ne af e 72 e 4 7 
7 y * * e N. * o > 5 o 
SAS * 
; * 


of Blittering Plaiſters: 44% 
much Solidity, - and given an evident Reaſoß 
for every Propoſition, I ſhall content "myſelf = 


with a few Hints relating to the Cure of Dife _ 


25 % 
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_ eaſes. 
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Some Stimuli are ſingle or ſimple, and for 
are accompany'd with a Ferment. The former 


are ſuch as impart; none of their Subſtance ta 
the Humors within, when they tear, redden, 


and pain the Part; ſuch are ſearing with a hot 
Iron, Frictions, Cupping-Glafles, e Glad 


pany'd with a Ferment, are ſuch as communi- 


cate ſomething to the Humors; as Bliſtering- 
Plaiſters, Sinapiſmus's, Dropax's, and the like; 


the ſharp Particles of which do at once twitch 


the Part, and joyn the Blood, and forcibly diſ- 


ſolve, open, and jumble its Maſs. Both theſe 


Stimuli make a violent Agitation of the Solids, 


as well as the Liquids; (only the fermentin 


Sort make the greateſt;) and the Solids thus 


toſs'd make a more forcible Impreſſion upon 
the Liquids, which being thus preſs'd come 
with a greater Shock upon the Solids; and ſo 


which makes ſeveral Parts of the Liquids, be- 
tween two neighbouring Parts, or upon the out- 


ter Surface of two that are not contiguous, to 
bend their impulſe inwards; by which Means 
_ the Coherence and Mixture of their Parts, is 


either ſunk or eftabliſh'd. The ſame. muſt be 


the Influence of Solids upon their own Parts, 


of Liquids upon Solids, and of Solids upon Li- 
nbids ; that 7 the Conſequence of their mu- 
Fual Action and 
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_ Ane Truth, as I have oftentimes inſinuated 
that the folid Parts are much ſhak'd and dif 
ſolv'd by the Stimulus; and that the fame Stimu- 
lu affects the Liquids with an Agitation, Diſſo- 
lution, Mutation of Contact, and a violent Ex- 
preſſion and Derivation whereever a Paſſage is 
| found. In regard theſe Actions conſume a great 
deal of Moiſture, and weaken the Spirits, we 
ought to prevent ſuch Inconveniences by moi- 
ſtening and corroborating Preſeriptions; for, 
otherwiſe, the ſtimulating Med' cines will fall 
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Mort of their deſir d Effect. 
The Mechanicks are Evidence that Bliſter- 
ing-Plaiſters are the principal Stimuli, and have 
a ſuſt Claim to all the Effects now mention'd : 
And therefore tis credible that ſome Diſeaſes 
can ſcarce be cur'd without Bliſters, and that 
others will be exaſperated by the unſes ſonable 
- Uſe of the ſame. They are not preſcrib'd ſo 
much for leſſening the Quantity of the Humors 
anddrawing out the Malignity, (as ſome fancy) 
as for diflolving and moving the coagulated, 
groſs, and ftagnating Humors, and drawing 
them from the Part affected to the Emunctory 
of the Stimulus. For what they evacuate is in- 
conſiderable and inſufficient to leſſen the Quan 
tity of the peccant Matter. Perhaps ſome Bo- 
dy may ſtart the Queſtion, Whence the Hu- 
mors come that are thus evacuated by a Blifter- 
_ ing-Plaiſter? I anſwer, they are thrown out 
partly from the Pores and Glandules of the 
Skin, and partly from the Ends of the Arteries 
and the Extremities of the nervous Fibres; and, 
after the Action and Vibration of the Stimulus, 
from the whole Body and all the remoteſt Parts, 
2s I ſhew'd above: For the Serum, impregna- 
_ ted with the ſtimulating Particles of the Med- 
ä To. „„ 
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447 
cine, is ſeparated very quickly and pull'd aſun- 
der (as *twere) in great Plenty from the reſt 
of the Maſs of Blood; and at every turn of the 
Circulation, a great Quantity of it is thrown 
out by the continually irritated Ends of the 
Arteries; upon which Occaſion the other mor- 
bifick Particles are. ſeparated and evacuated ' 
along with it. And farther, the Extremities 
of the Nerves being laid bare, and irritated by 
the Application of a Bliſtering-Plaiſter, tis pro- 
bable ſomewhat is likewiſe thrown from the 
Nerves upon the ſtimulated Part; for the whole 
nervous Liquor being put into a Commotion 
by the Stimulus, is cur'd of Stagnation; and at 
the ſame Time the heterogeneous Particles 
mix'd with it being toſs'd on all Hands, and 
drawn by Derivation from the Brain, ſlide gra- 
dually towards the new open'd Emunctory, 
and ſo are thrown out. „ 
From what has been ſaid, we conclude, That 
the principal Diſeaſes in which Bliſtering-Plai- 
ſters are more proper than in other Diftempers, 
are, malignant Fevers arifing from the Coagu- 
lation and Viſcidity of the Humors, ſleepy Diſ- 
orders, Catarrhs retaining to a viſcid Matter, 
and threatning an Irruption upon the Lungs, 
or any other noble Part, or upon the Noſtrils, 
Eyes, Throat, Breaſt, &c. fix'd and tearing 
Pains in any Part, ſome cutaneous Diſeaſes and 
erratick Pains, Convulſions without Fevers, E- 
pilepſies, and ſuch other Diſorders of the 


Nerves; and in a Word, all Caſes in which 
tis proper to diſſolve, twitch, move off by De- 
rivation, excite, or the like; with due Regard _ 
to the Genius of the Diſeaſe, aud the Dictates 
of Experienths” © 7 > 1 EVO 
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toad to. light fo many rage 
79 the Nature of Diſeaſes, and to t 
an animate Body. Mam learned Anatomiſts hate 
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purſued it with Prudence and Diſcretion, and haue 85 


deſcrib'd the Syringe: and other Inſtruments employ C in 
the Performance; but even theſe. ſtuck at the f 
old and went no ' farther. . Having theſe Things fa 


in my View, I choſe to inlarge this Book to. a Juſt Bull, 


by ſubjoyning theſe four Experiments that lay ſcatter'd 


and rough drawn in my priunte Notes; 2 at the 


ſame Time, to gratifie- the Anatom ſta, I have. ad: ed 
the Hiſtory of the Diſſeckion of Malpighi's Corps, which 


1 N Rome laſt Tear; and in regard I . = 


him in his Ilineſs, I have likewiſe put in a ſhort Hij 
of his Diſtemper. I have likewiſe added ſome Remarks + 
an Apoplexy that was almoſt Epide mical for the laſt tio 
Tears, not only in Rome but Ll over Italy; deſigning” 


ſame Time hereafter to make -4 particular Diſſertation 
of that Sickneſs, and of the Diſſections of the Corps of * 


. ſuch as dy'd of it. This is whe 1 eee proper Fe 
premiſe. 
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3 EXPERIMENT Ir 


1 


Bout 10 Years ago, I took a great Dog Soy 
Naples, in the dent of July, and open- 
ing his jugular Vein in the Afternoon, I inſect- 
ecl into it with a Syringe half an Ounce of the of 
Spirit of Vitriol. As ſoon as 1 bad clogd and, 


ſwath'd up the Wound,the Dog was ſeiz'd with 


a Shivering and Shaking, he vonted and threw | 1 
out g Ereat Plenty of Spittle, he fell . 3 _— 
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450 Obſervations, Kc. "FE 
the Ground, was breathleſs,” and ſome what 
touch d with Convulſions; after a few Hours he 

: dy d. When I cut up his Carcaſe, I found all 
tus #3/cera of a blackiſh Colour, and a great 


> . 
7 ; 
EP 
{=P 


entity of black and clotted Blood in the 


Heart; the Blood in the Lungs was likewiſe 
clotted, but every thing beſides was ſound, © 
rr 
I meet with few Authors of this Age that 
treat of the Art of Infuſing of Liquors'into-the _ 


Blood or Veſſels of a living Animal, or lay 


don the Method of going regularly about that 
Art, notwithftanding that the nature and Cure 
__ of Diſeaſes might be mightily illuſtrated b 
it. If we take a narrow view of all the Acci- 
dents that happen to an Animal after this Infu- 
ſion of Liquor, relating to any functions of 
- Fafe, or any of the Bowels or Parts of the 
Body: by a juſt Parallel we may apprehend that 
that Infuſion preſcrib'd to Patients might pro- 
duce the like Symptoms in human Body.” Twou'd 
be a great Improvement of the Practice if any 
Society or Body of Learned Men would-purſue' 
* theſe Experiments of Infuſion, by proceeding 


gradually to various Liquors, and eftabliſhing 


24 Method in making their Experiments, and 
then digeſting them into one Body, as the fa- 
mous Mangetus has done in Anatomical Matters, 
in that golden Book of his, entituled, Bihliothe- 


en Anatomica. My Learned Friend Lanzonus 


Profeſſor at Ferrara is Evidence, That the ſame 


Method is necefſary in Practical Things. 


FT 
Rome, Jan. 30. 1693. I view'd the right crural 
Vein of a young Dog, near the Groin, and in- 
fus'd with a Syringe, two Ounces of re&ity/d 


2 


1 _ Spirit of Wine. After the Injection, the Dog 


* 
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butter d 1 ſhook all over for half 2 quafter FL 


an hour, then he voided Urine in great Plent 


and was well as to all the F unftions of Life. 3 


cut him up afterwards, and found all the fluid | 
and ſolid Parts in a natural State. 


EXPERIMENT III. 


Having tied a young down upon a Table, 1 
open d his right Jugular,and.infus'd two Ounces- 
of the e-8ify%d Spirit of Wine; but the Injecti- 
on was ſcarce over when the Dog expird. In. 


cutting up, his Carcaſe, I found the Blood very 
much clotted and coagulated in the Tongs 5 Bug 
all the other parts were ſound. 

A COROLLAR v. 


The two laſt Experiments teach us, what dif- 


88 Effects the ſame Med' cines may have ; 


upon the humours, according as they are apply'd 


to this or that Part, internally or externally, & 


For, conſidering that the Blood returning from 

the whole Body, ruſhes continually and in great 
plenty into the Lungs; tis no wonder; That 
the Spirit of Wine thrown immediately by the 


Jugular Vein into that great Occan of Blood, 


coagulated it immediately, and oëcaſion'd ſad= 5 


den Death: for ſpirit of Wine thickens the 
white of an Egg very remarkably : ; and being 
held in the mouth makes the Spittle as thick 10 


Glew. Ermullerits Tom. 1. de Nutr. & Autt. an 


Bohnius cap. de Somn. & Vi 211. affirm, That Spirit 
of Wine produces the ſame Effects in the Blood 


and Spirits. Now the ſame Effect could not en- 
ſue upon the Inje&ing of Spirit of Wine into 


the Crural Vein, for there being but a ſmall 
Innundatioſi in that part, which moves with a 
continued Velocity to the Heart, without any 


ſuch ſtay as is obierv'd in the Lungs; the ca- 
_ pulaturig Vertue of the Spirit! is eaſily dre = ” 8 . A Þ 

and brok en, before it arrives at a larger Chan- i 
: 1 W 


452 Obſervations, ö 
nel, vchere hy vertue of the great Quantity, and 
the flow Progreſſion, it might otherwiſe produce 
à Coagulation and fixation; and ſo its vertue is 
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quite ſunk ol an repeated Circulation. | 


This may furniſh us with a Reaſon, why ſe- 
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veral Diſeaſes after cauſing various Inconve- 
niencies in divers parts of the Body, terminate at 


ft in Diſorders of the Lungs and Kidneys: 
The Reaſvit is this; The Blood thus tainted - . 
With Morbifick Particles, and being oblig'd in 
courſe to viſit theſe two Viſcera more frequently 


and copiouſly than any other, can't but finiſh its 


| fatal Tragedy, there occaſioning Ulcers, . Coa- 


gulations or Gangrenes, or affecting them many 


other ways. For this Reaſon we ought always to 


take care of the Lungs and the Kidneys in 


Diſeaſes of long ſtanding. 


EXPERIMENT Iv. 


In the beginning of 1691. I laid open at Padua 
the Jugular Vein of a young Dog, and injectet 

with a Syringe four Ounces of cold Water. Af- 
ter the Wound was done up, the Dog was fiez'd _ 
- with an univerſal Shivering and Shaking, but he 


hv'd and did well. | 
2 EXPERIMENT V. | 


Padua 1691. being aſſiſted by, the worthy Mr. 
Furde ia Profeſſor at Padua, I took a large Dog, 
on Fhurſday, at 4 a Clock in the Afternoon, 
and making an Incifion under the right Hypo- 
rhondrium, put a ſtrong Ligature upon the 4 - 


:- ; ſcending Trunk of the Arteria Magna, arid the 
Pina Cava, and by chance we likewite tied the 


tight Ureter. After the Wound was ſew'd and 
bound up, the Dog vomited thrice, 'and then 
he fell down for dead ; in which condition the 
lay without the Acceſſion of any other Symptom 
kill next Friday, on which he dy'd about 6a” 


+ 


Clock in the morning. 
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Ade opening his Abdomen We Wong mate 148 
br ſwathe or ſtreak of a yellowiſh green Cy _ I 16 
and two Fingers i in breadth,ran length-ways all 3s 
along the Inteſtines. His Diaphragm was fome- _ 
what inflam'd. The Bile was all thrown out o 
the Gall-Bladder. Having laid open the ringt ü 
Kidney, we found a prodigious quantity of 
Serum floating all over the Subſtance of the Kid- 
ney. The Blood in the Heart was extream black. j 
All other things were in a natural State. 
"© ENFBRIMENT YL | oe 
 * Rome Fan. 20. 1693, in a Hoſpital at Rene 
cut up the Corps of a Woman of 50 Years of 
Age, that dy* « of an Inflammation of the Co 
lon; and found a Branch of an Artery running 
Lo from the Trunck of the deſcending Arteria | 
magna, that was inſerted into the right Ureter 
. about the Middle. But 1 was ſo Hurri'd by - 
the Servants of the Hoſpital, that I could nt 11 
make any obſervation, w ether this Artery was 
hollow, or rather harden'd into a Ligament, ass 
theother fruſtraneous Parts are wont to be. Nei- 
ther could I inform my ſelf, whether this Wo- 
man had ever been troubled with a piſſing of 
Blood, and the other diſeaſes of the Kidneys, -* | 
E EXPERIMENT VII. EB 
At Bologna, I laid open the Throat of a tittle TY 
Dog (one of thoſe call'd Corſetto di Bologna * i 
and tracing the Carotid Arteries, 81 2˙ 1 
from em the Nerves of the Par vagum that _ 
deſcend on each ſide of the Neck, and cut thels x 
\ Baa thro? the Middle. The Amputation was nag 
| ſooner perform'd, than the Extremities of the 
| Nerves, were contraged towards the inner 
Part of the Muſcles. However we ſew'd and 
ty'd up the wound. Preſently the Dog be- 
came Mute, and was ever afterwards uncapa: - 
ble either to Bark or Howl; but he was briale+ 3 
5 Ts 5 add, 
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454 Obſervations, M  - 
and walk'd-well, only he was ſeiz d by inten- 
- walls with à difficulty of Breathing: From 
thence to the third and fourth Day, he ne - 
Up whatever he eat, and grew very lean; from 
the 4th to the th Day, he eat little or nothing; 
and look'd like a Skeleton. The gth Day in the 
Morning, he how''d and bark'd Prodigiouſly,tho? 
he had been ſo long mute before. At laſt, being 
Waſted by not eating, he died on the 12th Day. 
laving cut up the Carcaſe, I found all the 
Viſcera clear and ſound: Only the Oe ſophagus or 


Gullet was ſtuff d for its whole length, with tge 


Meat he had formerly eat, and ſo was very 
much Swell 'd, for the Meat had no paſſage into 
_ the Ventricle. Mills made the ſame Experi- 
ment upon a Dog, as he tells us, Tom. 1. cap. 24. 
De Nerv. Hiſt. & Uſu. But he did not cut, but 
only-ty'd-the Nerves with a thread, and ſo 'tis 
no wonder the Symptoms he obſerv'd, are diffe- 
rent from thoſe now mention d. e 
pp © 
All the World knows, that the Nerves which 
Vit the Heart are deriv'd from the Trunk of 
the Par vagum; and conſidering that in the fore- 
going Experiment I cut quite thro”. both the 
Trunks of the Par vagum, I wonder how this 
Animal could live, and the Heart retain its 
Pulfation' for ten Days, after the Intercourſe of 
Spirits to the Heart was thus cut off. Willis aſ- 
ſerts that beſides the branches of the Par uagum, 
dome twigs of the intercoſtal Nerves viſit the 
- Heart, and ſupply their room. But upon a nar- 
Tow Scrutiny in ſeveral Dogs, I could never diſcry 


em: and fo I leave the matter to better Heads. 


e ere 4 


I joyn'd at Bologna with my learned friend 
Sulielmini, Profeſior in that place, in. ſeparat- 
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ing nicely the Nerves of the Par vagum from the 
1 i Ke ; 2 5 sf p i — : 7 8 5 i; Carotid 


* 


. Di 8 of another W its tying 
them ftrongly with a doubled Thread. Some 


Authors tell y vou, that upon making this Experi- 
ment, the Dogs are preſently ſeiz d with an 


: 5 we obſerv'd no ſuch thing. Soon 


the Wound was ſew'd up the Dog grew 


ſtupid, and could not ſtand upon his legs, but 


reel'd from fide” to fide. However he continu- | 


ed pretty well to the 5th Day, only he eat” or 
drank little or nothing, On the 7th day hedied: 
In diſſecting the Carcaſe we found no extra va- 
ſation of Serum, no ſwelPd Veffels, nor an) 
marks of inflammation of the Brain. Abele 


the natural and vital Vſcera, we met with great 


fixations and coagulations of the Blood. Every 


thing elſe was in a natural State, Which makes 


me apprehenſive, That when Authors make 
this Experiment, they tye up along with t 


Nerves, the adjoyning Carotid N IP | 


JEL makes the Dogs Apoplectick. 
e ENT. IX. 


At Rome 1 cut a ſpleen out of a Pov Dog 85 1 h 


and heal'd the Wound very carefully. The Dog 
did well, he eat and urin A well, and ſeem'd to 


be in a perfect ſtate of health, to the qorh Day, 


on which we kilfd him, and in cutting up his 


caſe, could diſcover nothing new. W 


A large hunting Dog, ; years ie 1 being Ak. 


effi to {ſwim frequently in Lakes 'and a? 35 = 
Rivers in queſt of Fowl, fell into a deſperate. i 


Cough, and a Cryza, which caus'd a grievous. 


Suffocation. He broke out twice a year, that = 
18, in April and November, in a filthy Scab r b 


| Mange. After he had continued thus ill for 


three years, and was waſted to a Skeleton, we 2 4 


deſign'd him for an Anatomical ſubject, and 
I, "that. Ul fed him heartily hefore we”. 
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Difleted him. About 5 hours after he had 
eat, we cut up the Abdomen and the Breaſt 
the Dog being ſtill alive, and found all the Y:/- 
dee in theſe very well condition'd, and parti- 
.cularly; the. Lungs, where we thought to. have 
met withthe cauſe of his Cough, Coryza, Leanneſs 
_ and other Symptoms; but we could meet with 
0 Morbifick ching, not in the Glandules of 
the Meſentery which we view'd very cearfully. 
At the ſame time we obſerv'd the lacteal Veins 
Terry numerous in thè Meſentery near the 
ö N Imall Inteftines and ner the lacteal Veins 
there run lymphatick Veſſels, one of which I 
* cut, and taſting the Lymph found it to be very 
harp and Extream biting upon the Tongue. I 
bas taſted: ſuch a faltiſh fort of Lymph, not 
\..only in this, but in other Animals. The Lacte- 
_ AL Veins, eſpecially thoſe of the larger ſize, were 
”  Knotted and repreſented Branches of Knot- 
. Grafs; the knots I ſpeak of were their Valves, 
and were frequent, after the fame manner as 
thoſe of the Lymphatick Veſſels. I view'd like- 
Wiſe Pecquetus's : Receptaculum, | the: Thoracick 
Puct G: Tis obſeryable, that when the Steams 
- Whichexhal'd from the Viſcera of the Dog, when 


aft Difjeded,. reach'd the Flame of the Candle 
that we made uſe of in the Operation, -the 
Flame crackled as if the Powder of Bay- ſalt had 
_$en;thown upon it. In fe, there being no ob- 
ſeroable defect in the Viſcera and Lungs, I was 
Hlthe opinion that the Coryaa, Cough, danger 
pESuftocation,, &c. were ow ing either to a cari- 
dus Ulcer of the inner Parts of the Noſe near 
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heverlike Bone, or to the great Acrimony _ | 
Saltaeſs of the Humors that continnuall 


ace, K. * 4 =o 9 


1 K XPERIMEN Ew X34 at,” 4 
82 of the Circulation of the. Blood in # en 1 

Open with a pair of Pincers, firſt the Belly.” 
of the Frog, and then the Breaſt; -you'l pre: 


ſently ſee the Meſentery and Inteſtines ſtart out 


in the Belly, and the turgid reddiſh Lungs in the ; 1 


Thorax. In the Coats of the Meſentery, you 1 | 
obſerve ſome reddiſh Veſſels ſcatter d up and 
down, and theſe are the Veins and Arteries that 
nouriſh it. The Veins of Frogs are larger ane 
thicker than the Arteries z but the latter beat, 
which the former do not. Both the one and 
the other are pellucid and tranſparent; and 
by the help of a Microſcope you may gratify 
your Eyes with the pleaſant view of the Motion 
and Ebullition of ebe Blood within their Cavity, 
of the poſition of the conſtituent parts of the 


Blood, and a great many very curious things. 


What Diſcoveries Pre made _ this an ſhall 
| he now related D 
Having cut up the Belly i in the 8 take 
the lnteſtines along with the Meſentery while 
they are yet ſticking to the Frog, and minding 
one of the red Veſſels that runs along the Mei 
ſentery, put aſide the Inteſtines gently with 


your Fingers, that the reddiſh Vein may appear 8 


the better. When the Vein is fully diſcover' d, 
hold it againft the light of the Sun, along witn 
the Frog, and with a Mieroſcope of one Glaſs i 
in your hand view the effects of the emu; cons 
tain'd in the Veſiel.-{- NOV 
By this Method I obſery'd the u Par- Eno 
ticulars. The Blood makes a Progreſſive Mo- 
tion in the Veſſels with great velocity; and 
moves as twere in ſo many ſtraight Lines, like 
a lay oß the fineſt and — ſwift Threads * 


Silk. Theſe right Lines run with greater cels- 2 3 A | 


_— in e of * . n 2 


; 12 * 35 


. 15 
1 I 


N 425 th nearer 8 are to ls fide, the 


More their velocity is impair'd. + When the 


Frog is near to death, theſe right Lines of Blood 
MOVE with a ſlower Current, and inftead of 4 
P e Motion, fly out ſide - ways, and ſeem 
0 joſtle and confound one another. To make 

the Frog live longer, and ſo prolong the Obſerva- 
tion, you may only i the Belly, without 
touching the Breaſt. 
In the Veins about the Meſentery l obſerve 
A retrograde Courſe in the Blood; for the Blood 
that ought to have mov'd thro? any Vein up- 
| wards, fteer'd its Courſe downwards, and fell 
into the next Trunk, which ſeems to run coun- 
ter to the Rules of Circulation and of the venous 
Valves. To come at certainty in this matter, 1 
 ighty anointed the ſurface of one of theſe Veins 
of the Meſentery with Oil of Vitriol; upon 


preſently ſtop'd, for it retir'd to the next Veins, 
1 Valves to oppoſe a retrograde Motion. e 
| When the Frog is at the point of death, the 
ulation of the Blood in the Veſſels is retar- 
ded ; but if it be ſeiz?d- with Convulſions, or 
' mov'd by pinching, preſently the Circular Mo- 
tion is'recal'd, and the Blood beginning to flow 
again from the Parts to the Center, continues ſo 
to do while the Convulſions or Motions of the 
Frog are continued; otherwiſe it ceaſes. When 
the Frog is juſt a dying the Arteries begin to 
emptz, and the Veins to ſwell. As ſoon as tis 
dead, the Arteries are quite empty, and the 
" Veins ſwollen. The ſmall quantity of Blood 
% that remains in the Arteries, ſeem'd to be com- 
3 . . 5 pounded or confiſt of ſo many fattiſh Globules 
or wery little Balls adhering to the fides of the 
1 And wi Globules of Fat * 


4 . W 5 
#: 
a. 


Which the Flux of the Blood thro? chat Woin Was - 


. and/ſotoa greater Trunk, as if there had been 
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i _ Obſervati on, & „ 


more jentifull „ if you take 4 N ol ä 
it as . 5 as big catch'd > for then 72 well fed, 
and the Veſſels are more tur But if you 
. keepit for ſome Days without feeding ; 1 n 
perceive but a very ſmall PN antity of e 
when the Arteries are empty d by Death. a 
Ik you take out the Heart of: Ky and lays it . 
upon a Table, *twill beat 5 Syſtale 
and Diaſtole for half an hour after, and ſometimes 
for a whole hour, eſpecially if it be expos'd to 
the heat of the Sun. Nay, if you cut the Heart 
1 pieces, theſe very pieces will ſhew. you the 
regular ſucceſſion of Syſtole's and Diaſtole . 
If theſe reciprocal motions grow weak and low, 
you may revive em preſently with the prick. of 
a Needles or by breathing upon em, or elſe by 
expoſing em to a hot Sun. 8 
Tho the Heart and all the „ FEY vital 
Viſcera are taken out, the Frog will fill] 
and move 'its eyes, and ſhrink when tis prick'd: 
and that for an hour after. Nay I have ſeen 8 
do all this and even Swim in Water for ſevera] . 
hours after the Heart was taken out. 
The motion of the Blood whether Inteſtine 7 
or Circular is not perceiy'd any where ſo dis 
ſtinctly, as in a Frog, not only by reaſon that 
the Blood Veſſels of this Amphibious Ani- 
mal are Tranſparent, But likewiſe becauſe it 
lives longer under the Anatomical Knife, and 
is eaſier handled; and its Viſcera and Veſſels are 
more conveniently put. under a Microſcopes _ 
by which means, the Qbſervation is prolong d. * #:.f 
and more time is allow'd for tracing the truth, 
the Blood is obſery'd to move further and furs + 
ther at every een of: the Heart, and like 
one wave preſting another to be drove from the 
leſſer toithe greater Veſſel, and from thence to 
the, Vena Cs 1 ſo to: the e But we Fer gh 1 
R i; : ae _ 
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the Blood in 


are not ſo bs y in viewing the m_ or * 
e 


Veſſels, that lead to the Head 
and Eyes above the Heart, as in the Veſlels 


of the natural Viſcera; for we do not deſcry ſo 


many ramifications of the Veſſels in the former, 
as we do in the latter; or if there are any, 


are tore in Diſſecting the Breaſt, or at 
erl. 


if they are not rent, they run ſuch a wind- 
Ing courſe thro* the Bony Parts of the Breaſt 
Neck and Head of the Frog, that *tis a hard 


matter to ſet em before a Microſcope. In or- 


der to an eaſy and convenient view of the 


courſe of the Blood in the Veſſels, of the natu- 
and vital Viſcera, take care you. do not tear 


hs Belly too . with your Pincers, for if you 


do you'll cut ſeveral Blood Veſſels, and fo the 


5 | en willbe obſerv d, either withdifficulty 


conveniency in Mr. Boy!'s 
- . withſtanding the Air is all pump'd out; but if 


Fou rub liquid Pitch upon the back or head - 


or for a yery ſhort time. In making theſe Ex- 
periments, you muſt make uſe ofa Microſcope 
of one Glaſs, holding it in your right hand, and 
taking a nice hold of the Frog with the Fingers : 


of the left hand, ſo as to hold it, againſt the Light, 


*Tis obſervable, That a F 0g lives without any 
Air-Pump, not- 


2 Frog, it dies preſently, as Bart holinus experi- 5 


enc d ſeveral times, in Tratt. de Palmon. 
In a Frog, Tortoiſe, and other Amphibious 


. Wim li, he find but one Ventricle in the Heart, 


to whieh the Blood is convey'd by a Vein, and 
* carry'd but by an Artery. In the egreſs of this 


Artery from the Heart we meet with a Valve 


of the fame form with the * Epiglottis which _ 


E | fayours the Egreſs and oppoſes, the Retreat 95 
ES > the Blood. 


"Tho? a Frog will live and move for ſeveral 


1 Jours a after che Heart is taken ont, as! intk⸗ 
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Head. Now the contrary is ſeen in the hotter Ani- 


nimals; a Pullet for inſtance, the Heart of which 

beats for ſeveral Hours after the Head is taken off. 
To the Kidneys of a Frog on each fide there 

adheres a great many oblong Baggs, AlVd with 


an Oily Subſtance, which ſtick cloſe to the Trunk 


of the Vena Porta, near the Liver, and ſerve on- 


Iy as the Fat of the Kidneys, and to ſupply the . 


room of the Caul, 


The Hiſtory of the Sickneſs of Marcellus Malpight, | 
the Pope's Phyſician ;, with an Account of the Diſſetti= | 


on of his Corps. 


1 Dr. Malpighi at Bologna, and waited upon 


dim in his laſt Iineſs at Rome, I ſhall here oblige 


the learned World with a Hiſtory of the Diſ- 


_ eaſe, and an Account of the Diſſection of the 


Corps of that excellent Anatomiſt. 


Marcellus Malpight was of a Conſtitution that 


tended to a Dryneſs, an indifferent Habit of 


Body, and a middling Stature: He had been ſubs - 


— 


Aving been intimately acquainted with _ 


je& for many Years to Vomitings, bilions Stools, 


Palpitations of the Heart, Stones in the Kidneys 


and Bladder, a piſſing of Blood, and ſome light 
Touches of the Gout. Upon his coming to Rome, 


all theſe Diſorders were inflam'd ; eſpecially the 
Palpitation of the Heart, the Stone in the Kid-. 


neys, and the very ſharp biting Night Sweats. 


Such was the Condition of Malpihgi, July 25th. _ 
1694; at which Time he was fein d, in the 66th. 
Year of his Age, ahout 1 a Clock in the After 

. noon, with an Apoplexy, uſher'd in with Care, 


Paſſions of the Mind, Cc. The Apoplexy was 
attended with a Palſie of the whole right Side, 


Obſervations, &c. 46s ( 
mated above; yet it dies preſently, and all Mo-. 
tion ceaſes upon the removal of the Brain and __ 


— 4 


- anda Diſtortion of the Mouth and Tight Eye. 


- Preſently. 


5 . 5 
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3 ly we tr) Remedies, particu; 
ua Bleeding in the left Arm: If it had not 
=  _ been for the contrary Sentiments of the Phyſi- 
E —_ clans that conſulted with me, I would have or- 
Ader ' the Blood to be drawn from the paraly- 
 _—— tick Arm; upon the Confidetation, That the | 
*- defeftive Circulation of the Fluids in the Part 


* 


ny 


affected, is not rettiev'd by any ſpeedier Me- 
_  thod than that of opening a Vein in the ſame; 
as it appears plainly from the mechanical Prin- 
1 , Ciples of Refiſtance and Motion. We preſcrib'd 
EE _ at the ſame time ſarrify'd Cupping-Glaſſes, to 
be applied to the Shoulder-Blades; the Powder 
of Cornachini, Sinapiſmus's to be apply'd to the 
_ Soles of the Feet; and ſeveral other ſpirituous, 
- N and ſpecifick Remedies; by the Uſe 
ek which, after ſtruggling 40 Days with a long 
E Irin of grievous Symptoms, particularly a 
- Laght-Headedneſs, a Capiplenium, and other Ac- 
- cidents, he got clear of the Apoplexy, and Pal- 
ſie, and the above-mention'd Symptoms. But 
= - as Evils uſe to ſpread and gain Ground, ſo this 
famous Man ſuffer'd much by the fore-going 
* Diſeaſe in his Memory and Reaſon, and melt- 
dc into Tears upon the ſlighteſt Occaſion. He 
wuᷣu) ꝓas troubled by Intervals with Inappetency, a 
- Want of Digeſtion in the Ventricle, a ſubſul-.. 
= ___ tory Motion of the Muſcles, and flight Fits of 
= 2 Giddlineſs. In fine, being worn out with theſe 


aud other Symptoms, he was ſeiz d, Nov. 29. 
=. with a freſh Fit of an Apoplexy, after the In- 
- "jection of a cuſtomary Glyſter in the Morn- 
ing: This new fit was uſher'd in by a grie- 
vous Vertigo, With a fit of the Stone in the 
E- Bladder for eight Days, and an Exaſperati- 
on of the above-mention'd Symptoms. But 
the poplectick Fit was more diſmal than all. the _ 
E - gather Symptoms, for in ſpite of all Ronny . 
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1 whatever, he dy'd four Hours 3 „ . 
ſion... 8 4 £7 230 %; i. Wr 
The Diſſeftion of the Corps... TW. / 


In Diſſecting the Corps, I found the * W 
part of the Lungs ſomewhat flaggy and livid. 
eſpecially the hinder part that adheres to tie 
back. The Heart was larger than ordinary, „„ 3; 

pecially the Walls of the left Ventricle, which © - 
were as thick as the Breadth of two Fingers. 

The Gall in the Gall-Bladder was very black: 
Ihe left Kidney was in a natural State, but the 
right was half as big again as the left, and the 
Baſon of it was ſo much dilated, that one might 
eaſily thruſt 2 Fingers into it. Perhaps chis 
Dilatation of thePelvis was the Occafion that as 
ſoon as the Stones were bred in the Kidney 
they preſent]! ly ſlipt into the Bladder, and ſo 
ſprung. out from thence 3 which our „ 5 
1 friend had frequently own'd to me to be a Mat- 
ter of Fact. In the Bladder we found a little 
Stone that had deſcended thither four Days be-. 
fore the Invaſion of the laſt Apoplectick Fit and 
by its Deſcent exaſperated his laſt Vertigoes. 
The' reſt of the natural V; 1 were very well 
condition'd. . 

When I open'd his Head, 1 found, 3 in te 
Cavity of the right Ventricle of the. Brain, an 
Extravaſation of about 2 Pints of black clotted 
Blood, which was the Cauſe of his Apoplexy 
and his Death: In the left Ventricle we found 
about an Ounce and half of yellowiſh Wars 
with a ſmall Quantity of little Grains of Sand” . 
mix'd with it. The Blood - Veſſels of the Brain 
were dilated and broke on all Hands, The 
whole Compaſs of the dura Mater adhered tena- 
ciouſly and præternaturally to the Cranium. And 
this is the Sum of what I obſery'd 1 in OI | 
Tai rp Dec. 7. Tor | 
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| DR theſe two laſt _ : . "Ke wy 4 XC: I at ' 5 155 * 
+ he years (f mean 1694, and 1895.) The Apoplexy has 
t een d off great numbers of People both in this City, and ere 8 
| 5 5 che fatal Effects of this Diſeaſe were ſo frequent, that they alarm'd even 
die Healthful with Apprehenſions of ſudden Deatll. The Cauſe of this 
PBhypidemick * is juſtly imputed to. the unuſual Conſtitution of the _ + | 
- - * Weatherjn hole years. The Summer of 169 3. was ſo extream hor and 
* __ _ feorching, which was tollow'd by nipping cold Weather, in the beginning 
64, and contrary to the/Ciſtom: of Lraly, with a rigid Froſt, Snoyy « : 
and Ice, | Campania di Rena. and Puglia, which are Teldom ſubje& to 
Snow, wete then cover d with it to the Height of 2a Cubit. The Summer 
aſter that was much hotter than the former, inſomuch that for five Months, © 
together there was no Rain. About the beginning of Octoler it began to 
Be wet Weather, arid continued ſuch with a Southerly Wind to Apr 5, 
aud that40 ſuch a Degree that ſo much Rain was not ſeen to fall at one 
time within the Memory of Man. Aſter x5 days of continued Rain, perhaps 
e had ce days clear Weather, which were tollow'd by Heavier: Raing 
titan what wentbefore. After this pany Weather, the above-mentioned. 
* _ -Apoplexics display d their Rage, and perhaps ſome pirt of the Epidemick 
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me was ownng to the Univerſal Grief and Domeſtick Care, occaſion d 
8 N calzmitous times, all Europe being at the ſame time engag d in a ſharp. 
mii the like of which has ſcarce been heard of ſince the Foundations of 


| : the" Univerſe were laid. 80 many Cities were raz'd and burnt, fo many 
twWthouſands ot e all Commerce diſturb d, and the Avenues of Peace 
Wo, Block d up, that the rongeſt Heart could ſcarce bear the Thoughts of it. 
25 - © Further, theſe Epidemical Apoplexies might be in ſome meaſure promo- 
ted by the malignant Steams tais d by fo many Earthquakes, as It has felt 
from the year 1687, to this very day. And Seneca is of the fame mind that 
Apoplexies may proceed from ſuch Subterraneous Yapours. , See his Nat. 
Laſt, cap. 27. Naples ſuſtain d: the firſt Shock in 1687, but without any 
conhderable Damage. It felt another Shock in Fane 1658, which not _ 
matter d many Houies in the City, hut levell'd wich the Ground many ad- 
jacent Towns. At the fame time Benevento Was almoſt bury d in rubbiſh. 
The inſuing ycars, ſeveral Towns of Italy trembled with Earthquakes ? 
| particularly Armine and Ancona, tg Towns upon the Coaſt of the Adria 
2 _. trick Sea in the Territories of the Pope, which ſuſtain'd conſiderable Da- 
1 mage the laſt year ; Calabria and Sicily were Viſited and the fine City 8 | 
” , - _  C.:ania was bury'd in Ruins, ſo that at this day there is nothing of it to be 
SS ſeen. Aeſſauna had ſeveral Houſes ſhatter d, and a great many Towns in 
E Sicily vyere quite over-rurn'd. This year the Earthquake was felt at Fenice 
i aud adus and the adjacent Towns. The very laſt June (of the year 1 
mo write in, viz. 1695. Bagnerea 4 City of St. Peter's Vatrimonyy 
>  —_ Rtanding at the diftance of 50 miles from Rome, was quite laid-alogether 
=, | inRuinesbyan Earthquake ; and ſome Shocks were felt in the neighbour- 
ning Towns efpeciatiy'Vierbo : the Earth open d in ſevearl places, and the» 
beſt part of ten Towis were bury d. Nay all Europe was ſenſible ot the Shock. 
25 of the Fxrthquakes of thete years. In 1691, the Plague invaded Puglia, i 
= and ſwept off great numbers of the Inhabitants: And ſome places were 
>>» © pinch'd wirh Famine. Theſe and ſuch other Accidents uſker'd im the taral 
A poplexies that rage ſtill to this December 1695, in which I write, "Tis 
E eedieſs td inſiſt on the Cure of 1 in General, in regard I have 
= _ * tycared of that Subj} above in the ſirſt Book of my Lattice, 1hap. . 
3 8. Of cApoplexres, Beides, I deſign to {peak more particularly to chit Heid 
in da @ peculiar Ercarite that muſt ortiy 4g the Light. e 
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